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The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) has urged for increasing
the automation of port operations by
improving associated logistics and
coordination among trade related
agencies to facilitate exports.

The economic contribution of
Bangladesh’s international trade as
a percentage of the country’s gross
domestic product (GDP) can be increased
through these measures, according to
Ashraf Ahmed, president of the DCCL

He was speaking at a focus group

discussion on “Easing the Business
System: An  International  Trade

Perspective”, organised by the DCCI at its
auditorium vesterday.

At present, international trade
accounts for about 25 percent of the
country’s GDP, Ahmed said while
presenting the keynote paper.

He also said the private sector has been
plagued by numerous problems in recent
times.

For example, the devaluation of taka,
higher inflation, shortages of foreign
currency, interest rate hikes for bank
loans and difficulties in opening letters of
credit are among their chief concerns.

The DCCI president mentioned
that business expenses are constantly
increasing as a result of bureaucratic
complications and lengthy procedures at
the customs houses and ports.

Furthermore, a lot of time is wasted
during the import-export process due
to the lack of automation, testing and
scanning facilities at the country’s ports.

As such, local businesspeople
are constantly lagging behind their
competitors in international trade,

Ahmed said.

Citing how the interim government set
its export target for fiscal 2024-25 at $57.5
billion, he said automation and modern
facilities must be ensured at all ports to
this end.

He also stressed on increasing the
country’s foreign currency reserves (o
facilitate its international transactions.

SM Lablur Rahman, member of the
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Enhance port automation
o facilitate int’l trade

Experts say at DCCI discussion
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Business expenses are constantly increasing as a result of bureaucratic complications and lengthy procedures at ports and

customs houses.

Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh,
said the import-export process seems to
be very time consuming in most cases
because of lax coordination between
relevant government agencies and private
companies.

He added that after the third terminal
of the Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport in Dhaka begins operations,
airfreight will increase two-three times
and three cargo villages will be established
there.

He informed that a “time-based
measurement system” for goods will
be implemented very soon to facilitate
the process of clearing goods from the

country’s airports.

M Fazlur Rahman, member of the
Chittagong Port Authority, said due to
the lack of coordination among related
agencies, container logjams and other
obstacles are being created in many cases.

To resolve this issue, he emphasised
on increasing automation activities
and upskilling the organisations and
individuals involved in this process.

Md Kamal Hossain, deputy secretary
of Mongla Port Authority, said very
few businesses use the link seaport
even though it features all the required
infrastructure.

Against this backdrop, he urged the

PHOTO: STAR

private sector to use Mongla Port as much
as possible.

Farhana Iris, joint secretarv (WTO
wing) of the commerce ministry, stressed
on increasing the capacity of concerned
agencies to improve Bangladesh’s status
in international trade.

Md Hasan Ali, superintending engineer
of the Bangladesh Land Port Authority,
said of the country’s 24 land ports, 23 are
used for trading with India while the last
one is for trading with Myanmar.

He said projects are underway with
the aim of implementing automation
activities at all land ports, which will be
completed within the next 2 vears.



Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) President Ashraf
Ahmed on Tuesday called
for automation in port oper-
ations, increasing logistics
facilities and reducing gap
regarding  coordination
among related organiza-
tions, reports BSS.

"Automation in port
operations, increasing
logistics facilities, improv-
ing coordination of related
government agencies,
improving balance of pay-
ment conditions, increasing
foreign reserves and ration-
ally reducing the interest
Frate of bank loans are
very important,” he said.

Ashraf Ahmed said this
at a discussion on "Easing
the Business System: An
International Trade
Perspective" held at DCCI
in the city, said a press
release.

While presenting the
keynote paper, Ashraf
Ahmed said that in recent
times, Bangladesh's private
sector has been plagued
with various problems like
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DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed speaks at a discussion
on 'Easing the Business System: An International
Trade Perspective’ organised by the DCCI at its

auditorium on Tuesday.

devaluation of money, high
inflation, shortage of for-
eign currency reserves, high
interest rate of bank loans
and obstacles while open-

ing of LC etc.
He mentioned that
Bangladesh's business

expenses are constantly
increasing as a result of
procedural complications
and lengthy procedures at
customs houses, ports and
imposition of various types
of penalties.

"Along with this, due to
the lack of automation in

the country's ports, insuffi-
cient testing and scanning
facilities, a lot of time 1is
wasted in importing and
exporting goods, as a result
of which the businessmen
are constantly lagging
behind in international
competition,"” he opined.

Ashraf Ahmed also men-
tioned that the government
1S setting an export target of
57.5 billion for the fiscal
year 2025.

"To achieve this target,
the government needs to
ensure automation and

1) Financial Express

modern facilities in all
ports in order to increase
the overall export. DCCI
President emphasized on
increasing the capacity
through training of C&F
agents, ports cmployees
and customs houses as well
as improving land, rail &
water connectivity with
ports," he added.

He also stressed on
increasing foreign exchange
reserves to facilitate inter-
national transactions.

Member (Finance) of
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh S M Lablur
Rahman, Member (Harbor
& Marine) of Chittagong
Port Authority
Commodore M Fazlur
Rahman, Deputy Secretary
(Director, Traffic) of
Mongla Port Authority
Md. Kamal Hossain, Joint
Secretary (WTO Wing),
Ministry of Commerce Dr.
Farhana Iris and
Superintendent Engineer of
Bangladesh Land Port
Authority, Md. Hasan Al
joined the cvent as desig-
nated discussants.
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DCCI calls for
automation in

port operations

Staff Correspondent

THE Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
Tuesday called for automa-
tion in port operations, in-
creasing logistics facilities
and reducing gap regarding
coordination among related
organisations.

Automation in port op-
erations, increasing logistics
facilities, improving coordi-
naticn of related government
agencies, improving balance
of payvment conditions, in-
creasing foreign reserves
and rationally reducing the
interest rate of bank loans
are vary important,’ DCCI
president Ashral Ahmed
said during a discussion.

At the discussion on ‘Eas-
ing the Business System: An
International Trade Perspec-
tive’ held at DCC] premisas
in the city, Ashraf in his key-
note paper said that, in re-
cent times, Bangladesh's pri-
vate sactor had besn plagued
with various problems like
devaluation of money, high
inflation, shortage of foreign
currency reserves, high in-

terast rate of bank loans and
obstacles while opening of
letters of credit etc.

He mentionad that Bang-
ladesh’s business expenses
were constantly increasing
as a result of procedural
complications and lengthy
procedures at customs hous-
as, ports and imposition of
various types of penalties.

Along with this, due to
the lack of automation in the
country’s ports, insufficient
testing and scanning facili-
ties, a lot of time is wastod
in importing and exporting
goods, as a result of which
the businessmen are con-
stantly lagging behind in
intermational competition,’
he opinad.

Ashraf Ahmed also men-
tioned that the government
had set an export target of
$57.5 hillion for the finan-
cial year 2024-25.

“To achieve this target,
the governmment needs to
ensure automation and
modern facilities in all
ports in order to increase
the overall export,” he said,

The DCCI president am-
phasised increasing the ca-
pacity through training of
C&F agents, ports amployeas
and customs housas as well
as improving land, rail & wa-
ter connectivity with ports,

He also stressed on in-
creasing foreign exchange
resarves to facilitate interna-
ticnal transactions.

Moamber (finance) of
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh SM Lablur Rah-
man, member (harbour and
marine) of Chittagong Port
Authority Commodore M
Fazlur Rahman, deputy sec-
retary (director, traffic) of
Mongla Port Authority Md
Kamal Hossain, joint secre-
tary (WTO Wing), Ministry
of Commerce Farhana Iris
and superintendent engi-
neer of Bangladesh Land
Port Anthority Md Hasan Ali
joined the event as designat-
ad discussants.
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DCCI calls for automation in port operations

TBP Desk
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) President Ashraf Ahmed
on Tuesday called for automation in port
operations, increasing logistics facilities
and reducing gap regarding coordina-
tion among related organisations.
“Automation in port operations, in-
creasing logistics facilities, improving
coordination of related government agen-
cies, improving balance of payment con-
ditions, increasing foreign reserves and
rationally reducing the interest rate of
bank loans are very important,” he said.

Ashraf Ahmed said this at a discus-
sion on “Easing the Business System:
An International Trade Perspective”
held at DCCI in Dhaka, said a press re-
lease, reports BSS.

While presenting the keynote paper,
Ashraf Ahmed said that in recent times,
Bangladesh’s private sector has been
plagued with various problems like
devaluation of money, high inflation,
shortage of foreign currency reserves,
high interest rate of bank loans and ob-
stacles while opening of LC etc.

He mentioned that Bangladesh’s
business expenses are constantly in-
creasing as a result of procedural com-
plications and lengthy procedures at
customs houses, ports and imposition
of various types of penalties.

“Along with this, due to the lack of auto-
mation in the country’s ports, insufficient
testing and scanning facilities, a lot of
time is wasted in importing and export-
ing goods, as a result of which the busi-
nessmen are constantly lagging behind
in international competition,” he opined.

Ashraf Ahmed also mentioned that
the government is setting an export tar-
get of 57.5 billion for the fiscal year 2025.

“To achieve this target, the govern-
ment needs to ensure automation and
modern facilities in all ports in order to
increase the overall export. DCCI Presi-
dent emphasized on increasing the ca-
pacity through training of C&F agents,
ports employees and customs houses
as well as improving land, rail & water
connectivity with ports,” he added.

He also stressed on increasing for-
eign exchange reserves to facilitate in-
ternational transactions.

Member (Finance) of Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh S M Lablur Rah-
man, Member (Harbor & Marine) of Chit-
tagong Port Authority Commodore M Fa-
zlur Rahman, Deputy Secretary (Director,
Traffic) of Mongla Port Authority Md Ka-
mal Hossain, Joint Secretary (WTO Wing),
Ministry of Commerce Farhana Iris and
Superintendent Engineer of Bangladesh
Land Port Authority, Md Hasan Ali joined
the event as designated discussants.
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DCCI for automation of
port operations

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) Ashraf Ahmed on
Tuesday underscored the need for
automation of port operations, in-
creasing logistics facilities and reduc-
ing incoordination among related
organisations.

He made the call at a focus group
discussion titled “Easing the Business
System: An International Trade Per-
spective” held at DCCI auditorium in
the capital.

“The contribution of internation-
al trade to our GDP is about 25%, if
this rate is to be increased further, |
think that automation in port opera-
tions, increasing logistics facilities,
improving coordination of related
government agencics, improving
balance of payment conditions, in-
creasing foreign reserves and ration-
ally reducing the interest rate of bank
loans are very important,” he high-
lighted.

Presenting the keynote paper,
DCCI president said, “In recent times,
our private sector has been plagued
with various problems like devalua-
tion of money, high inflation, short-
age of foreign currency reserves, high
interest rate of bank loans and obsta-
cles while opening LC etc.”

Ashraf Ahmed also mentioned
that their business expenses are con-
stantly increasing as a result of proce-
dural complications and lengthy pro-

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) Ashraf Ahmed
speaks at a focus group discussion titled “Easing the Business
System: An International Trade Perspective” at DCCI auditorium

in the capital on Tuesday.

cedures at customs houses, ports and
imposition of various types of penal-
ties. Along with this, due to the lack
of automation in the country’s ports,
insufficient testing and scanning fa-
cilities, a lot of time is wasted in im-
porting and exporting goods, as a
result of which the businessmen are
constantly lagging behind in interna-
tional competition.

He stated that the government is
setting an export target of $57.5
billion for the fiscal year 2025. To
achieve this target, the government
needs to ensure automation and
modern facilities in all ports in order
to increase the overall export.

PHOTO: COURTESY

DCCI President emphasised on
increasing the capacity through
training of C&F agents, ports em-
ployees and customs houses as well
as improving land, rail & water con-
nectivity with ports. He also stressed
on increasing foreign exchange re-
serves to facilitate international
transactions.

Member of Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Bangladesh SM Lablur
Rahman said, in many cases im-
port-export process of goods seems
to be very time consuming due to
lack of coordination between gov-
ernment agencies as well as private
sector.



THE

BUSINESS

STANDARD

16 October, 2024

DCCI calls for automation in port
operations

Bangladesh's business expenses are constantly increasing as a result of procedural
complications and lengthy procedures at customs houses, ports and imposition of various
types of penalties, DCCi president says

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President Ashraf
Ahmed today (15 October) called for automation in port operations,

logistics facilities and reducing the gap regarding
coordination among related organisations.

increasing

“"Automation in port operations, increasing logistics [acilities, improving
coordination of related government agencies, improving balance of payment
conditions, increasing [oreign reserves and rationally reducing the interest

rate of bank loans are very important,” he said.

Ashraf Ahmed said this at a discussion on "Easing the Business System: An
International Trade Perspective" held at DCCI in the city, according to a press

release,

While presenting the keynote paper, Ashraf Ahmed said that in recent times,
Bangladesh's private sector has been plagued with various problems like
devaluation of money, high inflation, shortage of foreign currency reserves,

high interest rate of hank loans and obstacles while opening of LC etc,

He mentioned that Bangladesh's business expenses are constantly increasing
as a result of procedural complications and lengthy procedures at customs

houses, ports and imposition of various types of penalties.

"Along with this, due to the lack of automation in the country's ports,
insufficient testing and scanning facilities, a lot of time is wasted in importing
and exporting goods, as a result of which the businessmen are constantly

lagging behind in international competition,” he added.

Ashral Ahmed also mentioned that the government is setling an export target
of 57.5 billion for the fiscal year 202s.

"To achieve this target, the government needs to ensure automation and
modern facilities in all ports in order to increase the overall export. DCCI
President emphasised on increasing the capacity through training of C&F
agents, ports employees and customs houses as well as improving land, rail &
water connectivity with ports,” he added.

He also stressed increasing foreign exchange reserves to facilitate

international transactions.

Member (Finance] of Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh SM Lablur

Rahman, Member (Harbor and Marine} of Chittagong Port Authority

Commodore M Fazlur Rahman, Deputy Secretary (Director, Traffic) of Mongla
Port Authority Md Kamal Hossain, Joint Secretary (WTO Wing), Ministry of
Commerce Dr Farhana Iris and Superintendent Engineer of Bangladesh Land

Port Authority, Md Hasan Ali joined the event as designated discussants.
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DHAKA, Oct 15, 2024 (BSS) - Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
President Ashraf Ahmed today called for automation in port operations, increasing

logistics facilities and reducing gap regarding coordination among related
organizations.

‘Automation in port operations, increasing logistics facilities, improving
coordination of related government agencies, improving balance of payment
conditions, increasing foreign reserves and rationally reducing the interest rate of
bank loans are very important,” he said.

Ashraf Ahmed said this at a discussion on “Easing the Business System: An
International Trade Perspective” held at DCCI in the city, said a press release.

While presenting the keynote paper, Ashraf Ahmed said that in recent times,
Bangladesh’s private sector has been plagued with various problems like
devaluation of money, high inflation, shortage of foreign currency reserves, high
interest rate of bank loans and obstacles while opening of LC etc.

He mentioned that Bangladesh’s business expenses are constantly increasing as
a result of procedural complications and lengthy procedures at customs houses,
ports and imposition of various types of penalties.

“‘Along with this, due to the lack of automation in the country's ports, insufficient
testing and scanning facilities, a lot of time is wasted in importing and exporting
goods, as a result of which the businessmen are constantly lagging behind in
international competition,” he opined.

Ashraf Ahmed also mentioned that the government is setting an export target of
57.5 billion for the fiscal year 2025.

“To achieve this target, the government needs to ensure automation and modern
facilities in all ports in order to increase the overall export. DCCI President
emphasized on increasing the capacity through training of C&F agents, ports
employees and customs houses as well as improving land, rail & water
connectivity with ports,” he added.

He also stressed on increasing foreign exchange reserves to facilitate international
transactions.

Member (Finance) of Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh S M Lablur Rahman,
Member (Harbor & Marine) of Chittagong Port Authority Commodore M Fazlur
Rahman, Deputy Secretary (Director, Traffic) of Mongla Port Authority Md. Kamal
Hossain, Joint Secretary (WTO Wing), Ministry of Commerce Dr. Farhana Iris and
Superintendent Engineer of Bangladesh Land Port Authority, Md. Hasan Ali joined
the event as designated discussants.



Staff Correspondent

Automation in port operations,
increasing logistics facilities,
improving coordination of related
government agencies, improving
balance of payment conditions and
rationally reducing the interest rate
of bank loans are very important for
the overall economic development,
said spcakers at a discussion on
Tuesday.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) organized the focus
group discussion titled “Easing the
Business System: An International

Trade Perspective” at DCCI
Auditorium.
While presenting the keynote paper,

President of Dhaka Chamber Ashraf
Ahmed said that in recent times, our
private sector has been plagued with
various problems like devaluation of
moncy, high inflation, shortage of
foreign currency reserves, high
interest rate of bank loans and obsta-

Bangladesh Post
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Automation 1n port operations, enhancing
logistics facilities key to export growth

Experts tell DCCI focus group discussion

cles while opening of LC ete.
Ashraf Ahmed also mentioned that
our business expenses are constantly
increasing as a result of procedural
complications and lengthy procedures
at customs houses, ports and impo-
sition of various types of penalties.
Along with this, due to the lack of
automation in the country's ports,
insufficient testing and scanning facil-

ities, a lot of time is wasted in
importing and exporting goods, as a
result of which the businessmen are
constantly lagging behind in inter-
national competition, he opined.
DCCI President emphasized on
increasing the capacity through
training of C&F agents, ports
employees and customs houscs as
well as improving land, mil & water

connectivity with ports. He also
stressed on increasing foreign
exchange reserves to facilitate inter-

Member (Finance) of Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh S M Lablur
Rahman, Member (Harbor &
Marine), Member (Harbor & Marine)
of Chittagong Port Authority
Commodore M Fazlur Rahman, (C)
BSP, psc, BN, Deputy Secretary
(Director, Traffic) of Mongla Port
AuthorityMd. Kamal Hossain, Joint
Secretary (WTO Wing), Ministry of
Commerce Dr. Farhana Iris and
Superintendent  Engincer of
Bangladesh Land Port Authority, Md.
Hasan Ali joined the event as desig-
nated discussants.,

Member of Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh S M Lablur
Rahman said, in many cases import-
export process of goods seems to be
very time consuming due to lack of
coordination between government
agencics as well as private sector.
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Promoting Positive Bangladesh

DCCI calls for enhanced automation in
port operations
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President Ashraf Ahmed called
for automation in port operations, improved logistics facilities, and better
coordination among government agencies to enhance Bangladesh's trade efficiency.

“Automation in port operations, increasing logistics facilities, improving coordinatior
of related government agencies, improving balance of payment conditions
increasing foreign reserves and rationally reducing the interest rate of bank loans
are very important,” he said.

Ashraf Ahmed made these remarks during a discussion titled “Easing the Busines:
System: An International Trade Perspective,” held at the DCCI in the capital today.

He also highlighted challenges faced by the private sector, including currency
devaluation, high inflation, and procedural complications at customs and ports.

Ahmed emphasized that the lack of automation and insufficient testing facilities
waste time in import/export processes, hindering competitiveness. He stressed the
need for modernization in ports to meet the government's export target of $57.5
billion for the fiscal year 2025, and called for increased training for C&F agents anc
port staff.

Member (Finance) of Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh S M Lablur Rahman,
Member (Harbor & Marine) of Chittagong Port Authority Commodore M Fazlur
Rahman, Deputy Secretary (Director, Traffic) of Mongla Port Authority Md. Kamal
Hossain, Joint Secretary (WTO Wing), Ministry of Commerce Dr. Farhana Iris and
Superintendent Engineer of Bangladesh Land Port Authority, Md. Hasan Ali joined

the event as designated discussants.



