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Sri LLanka seeks JV investments
in Bangladesh

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Sri Lanka has expressed its
willingness to invest in joint
venturesin Bangladesh, particularly
in synthetic fabric manufacturing,
which holds significant potential
for investors from both nations,
Sri Lankan High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Dharmapala
Weerakkody said yvesterday.

He made these remarks during
a courtesy call on Taskeen Ahmed,
president of the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), at
the chamber’s office in the capital,
according to a press release.

Weerakkody highlighted several
sectors as highly promising for joint
venture investments, including
healthcare, tourism, large hotels,
information technology, education,
and pharmaceuticals.

He pointed out that both
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are
members of the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation and have maintained
a strong and friendly bilateral

diplomatic relationship for many
years.

He urged Bangladeshi
entrepreneurs to leverage Sri
[.anka’s experience and technical
expertise to develop the country’s
local tourism sector.

Weerakkody
highlighted several
sectors as highly
promising for joint
venture investments,
including healthcare,
tourism, large hotels,
IT, education and
pharmaceuticals

The high commissioner also said
that Sri Lanka has already signed
preferential trade agreements
(PTAs) with several countries, and
negotiations with Bangladesh are
set to begin soon to fu rther expand
bilateral uacle and investment.

During the meeting, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed stated

that bilateral trade between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka reached
$134.06 million in the fiscal year
(FY) 2023-24.

This marked a significant
increase from the $93.11 million
recorded in FY 2019-20, reflecting
a notable annual growth rate of 9.5
percent, he said.

Taskeen added that a substantial
number of Sri Lankan investors,
particularly from the banking,
textile, power, construction, and
pharmaceutical  sectors, have
already made loreign direct
investments of $428.56 million in
Bangladesh.

IIe also encouraged Sri Lankan
entrepreneurs to consider inv esting
further in agriculture and food
processing, the  construction
industry, healthcare, tourism, IT,
and fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCQG).

Taskeen Ahmed emphasised Sri
[anka’s expertise and technical
assistance in areas such as deep-sea
fishing, tourism, and the shipping
industry.
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DCCI seeks Sri Lanka's cooperation

in deep sea fishing, tourism

FE REPORT

President of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) Taskeen Ahmed urged
Sri Lanka to cooperate in the
development of deep sea
fishing and tourism sectors in
Bangladesh.

He made the request while
High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka to Bangladesh
Dharmapala Weerakkody
paid a courtesy visit to the
DCCl on Sunday.

The DCClI president said that
the bilateral trade between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
reached USD 134.06 million
during the fiscal year (FY)
2023-24, marking a
significant rise from USD
93.11 million recorded in FY
2019-20, reflecting an
impressive growth rate of 9.5
per cent per year.

A good number of Sri Lankan
investors especially from the
banking, textile, power,
construction and
pharmaceutical sector have
already made USD 428.56
million worth of investment in
Bangladesh as foreign direct
investment (FDI), he said.

Sri Lankan High Commissioner Dharmapala Weerakkody
visited the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) and held a meeting with DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed on Sunday.

He urged more Sri Lankan
entrepreneurs to invest in
agriculture and food
processing, construction
industry, healthcare, tourism,
information technology (IT)
and FMCG sectors.

Mr Taskeen laid emphasis on
Sri Lanka's experience and
technical assistance in the
areas of deep-sea fishing,
tourism and shipping
industry. He proposed
accelerating negotiations at
the government level for the

early signing of the proposed
Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA), which
would greatly enhance
bilateral trade and
investment.

During the meeting, Sri
Lankan High Commissioner
Dharmapala Weerakkody
said the joint investment in
the synthetic fabric
manufacturing can be very
potential for investors of
both countries. He
highlighted healthcare,

tourism, large hotel, IT,
education and
pharmaceutical sector as
some of the most potential
sectors for joint venture
investment,
He said both Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka belong to SAARC
countries and both nations
have maintained a friendly
bilateral diplomatic relation
for a long period of time. He
urged the entrepreneurs of
Bangladesh to utilise Sri
Lanka's experience and
technical expertise to
develop the local tourism
sector of Bangladesh.
He also said that Sri Lanka
has already signed PTAwith a
number of countries and
negotiations with
Bangladesh will begin soon to
further expand bilateral trade
and investment between the
two countries.
DCClI's Senior Vice President
Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice
President Md. Salem
Sulaiman and Counsellor
(Commercial) of SriLankan
High Commission Srimali
Jayarathne were also present,
among others.
talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Dhaka Chamber seeks Sri
Lanka's support for deep-sea
fishing, tourism
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The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) has sought Sri
Lanka's technical assistance in deep-sea fishing, tourism, and
shipping industry.

Additionally, DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed urged more Sri Lankan
entrepreneurs to invest in agriculture and food processing, the

construction industry, healthcare, tourism, IT, and the FMCG sectors.

He made these appeals when Dharmapala Weerakkody, high commissioner
of Sri Lanka, paid a courtesy visit to the DCCI today and held a meeting

with Ahmed.
Taskeen also proposed expanding negotiations at the government level for

the early signing of the proposed Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA),
which would significantly enhance bilateral trade and investment.

During the meeting, he said bilateral trade between the South Asian
nations reached $134.06 million in FY24, marking a significant increase
from $93.11 million recorded in FY20, reflecting an impressive annual
growth rate of 9.5%, according to a press release.

He also mentioned that a substantial number of Sri Lankan investors,
particularly from the banking, textile, power, construction, and
pharmaceutical sectors, have already invested in Bangladesh, with foreign

direct investment amounting to $428.56 million.

During the meeting, the Sri Lankan envoy said joint investment in synthetic
fabric manufacturing could be highly beneficial for investors from both

countries.

Moreover, he highlighted healthcare, tourism, large hotels, IT, education,
and the pharmaceutical sector as some of the most promising areas for joint
venture investment.

Dharmapala Weerakkody noted that Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are both
Saarc countries and have maintained strong and friendly bilateral

diplomatic relations for a long time.

He, therefore, urged Bangladeshi entrepreneurs to leverage Sri Lanka's

experience and technical expertise to develop the local tourism sector.

He also mentioned that Sri Lanka has already signed PTAs with several
countries and that negotiations with Bangladesh will commence soon to

further expand bilateral trade and investment between the two nations.

DCCI's Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md
Salem Sulaiman, and Counsellor (Commercial) of the Sri Lankan High
Commission, Srimali Jayarathne, were also present at the meeting.
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Lankan envoy visits
DCCI, discusses
business issies
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DHAKA Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry presi-
dent Taskeen Ahmed has
sought sharing of Sri Lanka's
experience in deep-sea fish-
ing. tourism and shipping
industry as well as technical
support in this specialized
area.

He also wrged the Srni
Lankan entrepreneurs to
invest in various potential
sectors in Bangladesh like
agriculture, food processing.
construction, healthcare,
tourism, IT and Fast-Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCG).

Taskeen made the call
when Sri Lankan High Com-
missioner in Bangladesh
Dharmapala  Weerakkody
paid a courtesy visit to Dha-
ka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) in Dha-
ka on Sunday. a DDCI press
release said.

During the meeting, the
DCCI President said bilater-
al trade between Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka reached to
$134.06 million in FY2023-
24 from $93.11 million in
2019-20, reflecting an im-
pressive growth rate of 9.5
per cent per vear.

He said a good number of
Sri Lankan investors especial-
ly from the banking, textile,
power, construction and phar-
maceutical sector have al-
ready invested in Bangladesh
worth $428.56 million as FDL

Taskeen also proposed to
expand the negotiations at
the government level for the
early signing of the proposed
Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA) to boost up bi-
lateral trade and investment.

During the meeting, the
Sri Lankan high commis-
sioner said joint invest-
ment in the synthetic fabric
manufacturing can be very

potential for investors
of both the countries.

Moreover, he high-
lighted healthcare, tour-
ism, large hotel, IT,

education and pharma-
ceutical sector as some of
the most potential sectors
for joint venture invest-
ment.

Dharmapala said Bang-
ladesh and Sri Lanka are
both SAARC countries and
both the nations maintain
a good friendly bilateral
diplomatic relations for
long.

He urged the entrepre-
neurs of Bangladesh to uti-
lize Sri Lanka's experience
and technical expertise to
develop the local tourism
sector of Bangladesh.

He also said that Sri
Lanka has already signed
PTA with a number of
countries while negotia-
tions with Bangladesh will
begin soon to further ex-
pand bilateral trade and
investment.

DCCI's senior vice-pres-
ident Razeev H Chowd-
hury, vice-president Md
Salem  Sulaiman and
Counsellor [Commercial)
of Sri Lankan high com-
mission Srimali Jayarath-
ne were present.
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Huge potential for Sri Lankan,

Bangladeshi investors, says envoy

DCCI president calls for Sri Lanka’s support in deep
sea fishing, tourism development

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

The High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka in Bangladesh, Dharma-
pala Weerakkody, said that
joint investment in synthetic
fabric manufacturing could be
highly beneficial for investors
from both Sri Lanka and Bang-
ladesh.

He made the remarks at a
meeting with the DCCI presi-
dent in the capital on Sunday.
During the meeting, Sri Lankan
high highlighted healthcare,
tourism, large hotel, IT, educa-
tion and pharmaceutical sector
as some of the most potential
sectors for joint venture invest-
ment.

Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI)
President Taskeen Ahmed
sought Sri Lanka’s support for
deep-sea fishing and tourism
development, citing the coun-
try’s expertise and technical as-
sistance in these areas.

He also urged more Sri
Lankan entrepreneurs to invest
in agriculture and food process-
ing, construction industry,

healthcare, tourism, IT and
FMCG sectors in Bangladesh.

Sri Lankan high commission-
er in Bangladesh paid a courte-
sy visit to Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
in the capital, according to press
release.

He also proposed to expand
negotiations at the government
level for the early signing of the
proposed Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA), which would

greatly enhance bilateral trade
and investment.

During the meeting, DCCI
president said the bilateral
trade between Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka reached $134.06
million in FY2023-24, marking
a significant rise from $93.11
million recorded in FY 2019-
20, reflecting an impressive
growth rate of 9.5% per year.

He also said that a good
number of Sri Lankan investors

especially from the banking,
textile, power, construction and
pharmaceutical sector already in-
vested here in Bangladesh worth
USD 428.56 million as FDI.

Sri Lankan high commission-
er said Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka are both SAARC coun-
tries and both the nations main-
tain a good friendly bilateral
diplomatic relation for a long
time.

He urged the entrepreneurs
of Bangladesh to utilise Sri
Lanka's experience and techni-
cal expertise to develop the
local tourism sector of Bangla-
desh.

He also said that Sri Lanka
has already signed a PTA with a
number of countries and nego-
tiations with Bangladesh will
begin soon to further expand
bilateral trade and investment
between the two countries.

DCCI's Senior Vice Presi-
dent Razeev H Chowdhury,
Vice President Md Salem Su-
laiman and Counsellor (Com-
mercial) of Sri Lankan High
Commission Srimali Jayarathne
were also present at that time.
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Sri Lankan High Commissioner in Bangladesh Dharmapala
Weerakkody visited the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) on Sunday, -Photo: DCCI

Sr1 Lankan envoy discusses
business promotion issues
with DCCI President

TBT DESK:

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) President Taskeen Ahmed has sought
sharing of Sri Lanka's experience in deep-sea
fishing, tourism and shipping industry as well
as technical support in this specialized area.
He also urged the Sri Lankan entrepreneurs
to invest in various potential sectors in
Bangladesh like agriculture, food processing,
construction, healthcare, tourism, I'T and Fast-
Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG). Taskeen
made the call when Sri Lankan High
Commissioner in Bangladesh Dharmapala
Weerakkody paid a courtesy visit to Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
here on Sunday, a DDCI press release said.
During the meeting, the DCCI President said
bilateral trade between Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka reached $134.06 million in FY 2023-24
from $93.11 million in 2019-20, reflecting an
impressive growth rate of 9.5% per year. He
said a good number of Sri Lankan investors
especially from the banking, textile, power,
construction and pharmaceutical sector have
already invested in Bangladesh worth $428.56

million as FDL

Taskeen also proposed to expand the
negotiations at the government level for the
early signing of the proposed Preferential

Trade Agreement (PTA) to boost bilateral

trade and investment.

During the meeting, the Sri Lankan High
Commissioner said joint investment in
synthetic fabric manufacturing can be very
potential for investors of both the countries.

Moreover, he highlighted healthcare,
tourism, large hotel, IT, education and
pharmaceutical sector as some of the most
potential sectors for joint venture investment.

Dharmapala said Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
are both SAARC countries and both the
nations maintain a good friendly bilateral
diplomatic relations for long.

He urged the entrepreneurs of Bangladesh to
utilise Sri Lanka's experience and technical
expertise to develop the local tourism sector of
Bangladesh. He also said that Sri Lanka has
already signed a PTA with a number of
countries while negotiations with Bangladesh
will begin soon to further expand bilateral
trade and investment.



Sri Lankan envoy discusses business promotion issues with
DCCI President

S Lankan High Commissioner in Bangladesh Dharmapala Weerakkody visit to Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) on Sunday. Photo: DCCI

DHAKA, Mar 16, 2025 (BSS)- Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
President Taskeen Ahmed has sought sharing of Sri Lanka's experience in deep-
sea fishing, tourism and shipping industry as well as technical support in this
specialized area.

He also urged the Sri Lankan entrepreneurs to invest in various potential sectors in
Bangladesh like agriculture, food processing, construction, healthcare, tourism, IT
and Fast-Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG).

Taskeen made the call when Sri Lankan High Commissioner in Bangladesh
Dharmapala Weerakkody paid a courtesy visit to Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) here today, a DDCI press release said.

During the meeting, the DCCI President said bilateral trade between Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka reached to $134.06 million in FY2023-24 from $93.11 million in
2019-20, reflecting an impressive growth rate of 9.5% per year.

He said a good number of Sri Lankan investors especially from the banking,
textile, power, construction and pharmaceutical sector have already invested in
Bangladesh worth $428.56 million as FDI.

Taskeen also proposed to expand the negotiations at the government level for the
early signing of the proposed Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) to boost up
bilateral tfrade and investment.

During the meeting, the Sri Lankan High Commissioner said joint investment in the
synthetic fabric manufacturing can be very potential for investors of both the
countries.

Moreover, he highlighted healthcare, tourism, large hotel, IT, education and
pharmaceutical sector as some of the most potential sectors for joint venture
investment.

Dharmapala said Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are both SAARC couniries and both
the nations maintain a good friendly bilateral diplomatic relations for long.

He urged the entrepreneurs of Bangladesh to utilize Sri Lanka's experience and
technical expertise to develop the local tourism sector of Bangladesh.

He also said that Sri Lanka has already signed PTA with a number of countries
while negotiations with Bangladesh will begin soon to further expand bilateral trade
and investment.

DCCIl's Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman and Counsellor (Commercial) of Sri Lankan High Commission Srimali

Jayarathne were present.
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