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Annual Report of the Board of Directors of Dhaka Chamber of

Commerce & Industry (DCCI) for the Year 2025

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

¢ Distinguished Members of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI)

Respected Former Presidents and Business Leaders
My Colleagues from the Board of Directors 2025
All Officials and Staft of DCCI

* 6 o o

Ladies and Gentlemen

Assalamu Alaikum

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am delighted to
welcome you all to the 64th Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI).

In 2025, global trade faces multifaceted challenges,
including intensified geopolitical tensions, rising tariffs,
policy uncertainty, and slower-than-expected economic
growth in key regions. According to the World Trade
Organization (WTO), overall world merchandise trade
volume growth was expected to decline from 2.8% in 2024
to 2.4% in 2025 and further to 0.5% in 2026. Moreover,
FDI inflows to emerging and developing economies
have fallen to less than half of their 2008 peak, reflecting
investor caution amid rising global risks.

WTO also cautions that rising import prices and slower
trade shipments could fuel inflation, as inventories
decline in sectors were heavily impacted by tariffs. On the
other hand, the IMF projected global economic growth
to slow to 3.2% in 2025 and 3.1% in 2026, down from
3.3% in 2024, as the world economy contends with rising
protectionism and fragmentation. In south Asia and
other developing economies, growth outlook for 2025
remained resilient but fragile. However, neighboring
countries continue to face weak global demand, rising
fiscal stress, persistent inflation, and a decline in private
investment.

Bangladesh is currently experiencing an economic
slowdown, exacerbated by political instability, which has
disrupted business operationsandundermined confidence
of investors thus slowing down the industrial production
and trade flows. In this evolving global landscape,
resilience and adaptive policy are critical. Countries
with diversified export base, stable macroeconomic
frameworks, and proactive reform agenda are better

positioned to withstand external shocks and maintain
competitiveness in an increasingly fragmented world
economy, particularly in navigating the challenges and
opportunities arising from LDC graduation.

State of the Bangladesh Economy

At the beginning of 2025, Bangladesh demonstrated
renewed optimism and economic confidence, signaling
the start of stabilization after a period of international and
domestic turmoil. The country is gradually recovering
through prudent macroeconomic management, effective
policy coordination, and strong resilience of the private
sector. The proactive reforms in banking, trade and
investment policies helped restore confidence, paving
the way for sustainable long-term growth and inclusive
development.

Despite this positive development, Bangladesh’s economy
continued to face considerable challenges in 2025. The
macroeconomic indicators were constrained by tight fiscal
and monetary policies, stagnant investment, persistent
inflation, and energy supply shortage. The financial sector
remains under pressure, with private sector credit growth
registering a 22-year low at 6.35%, accompanied by high
interest rates.

66

Macroeconomic indicators were constrained
by tight fiscal and monetary policies, stagnant
investment, persistent inflation, and energy
supply shortage
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The fiscal deficit widened to 4.7% of GDP, driven by rising
subsidies and interest payments, even as the government
pursued cautious spending and tax reforms. The revenue-
to-GDP ratio declined to 7.9%, one of the lowest in
the region, underscoring structural weaknesses in tax
mobilization.

Bangladesh faces intertwined challenges in both the
short and medium term, stemming from a reshaped
global trade landscape, marked by shifting supply chain,
reciprocal tariff and emerging regional blocs. Real GDP
growth is estimated to have moderated to 3.97% in FY25,
down from 4.22% in FY24. However, GDP growth at
constant price slipped to 3.35% in Q4 of FY25, compared
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to 4.86% in Q3 and 4.48% in Q2 of the same fiscal year.
Reflecting the positive development, the IME, World
Bank and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have revised
Bangladesh’s FY25 growth forecast to a more conservative
range of 3.8% to 4.0%.

Poverty trends have similarly raised concerns.
According to the World Bank and other private research
organizations, the poverty levels have risen since 2022.
While the estimates vary, there is a consensus that poverty
is on an upward trend. A Recent estimate by the PPRC
showed that the extreme or lower poverty rate increased
t0 9.35% in 2025, up from 5.6% in 2022, primarily due to
declining real income, wage reduction, unemployment,
and job losses in the industrial and services sector, as well
as a reverse migration of workers from urban employment
to agriculture. The report also highlighted that one in
every four people now lives below the poverty line, while
one in every ten remains trapped in extreme poverty.

Food Security

Food security remained a pressing concern throughout
FY25, shaped by domestic supply disruptions, high
inflation, energy shortage, and the lingering effects of
early-year flooding, disproportionately affected low-
income households, eroded their purchasing power and

66
Strengthening supply chains, investing in
storage and logistics, adopting Al-driven
precision agriculture, and implementing
climate-resilient farming practices are critical
for ensuring long-term food security in
Bangladesh
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access to essential nutrition. Strengthening supply chains,
investing in storage and logistics, adopting Al-driven
precision agriculture, and implementing climate-resilient
farming practices are therefore critical for ensuring long-
term food security in Bangladesh.

However, the situation with food security has improved
because the supply chain management and agricultural
productivity have been reinforced at the beginning of
2025. Enhanced coordination among ministries and local
administrations, reinforced flood control measures, and
upgraded transportation networks have strengthened
food distribution. Stabilizing global commodity prices
and increased domestic agricultural output have further
helped moderate food prices. Additionally, targeted social
safety programs have improved access to nutritious food
for low-income families, mitigating some of the adverse
impacts of earlier disruption.

DCCI Annual Report 2025

Inflation remained one of the most persistent
macroeconomic challenges in 2025. Despite recent
moderation, headline inflation averaged 10% in FY25,
driven by food, logistics, repeated supply chain shocks,
and high energy cost. Encouragingly, inflationary
pressure began to ease from mid-2025. The overall
headline inflation has declined to 8.36%, with food
inflation at 7.64% and Non-food (National) at 8.98%
(September 2025). This improvement reflects responsible
fiscal management, effective monetary tightening by
Bangladesh Bank and a steady improvement in domestic
supply condition.

With the stabilisation of transport and logistics, markets
for essential commodities have started to normalise,
bringing much-needed relief to our consumers. Sustained
inflation management will depend on a stable energy
supply, credible fiscal discipline, and effective monetary
management. The government’s focus on maintaining
affordable energy prices and providing targeted
subsidies on essential goods has played a vital role in
restoring households’ purchasing power and consumers’
confidence.

Investment, financing and Banking sector

Investment remained sluggish throughout the year. Private
sector confidence was weakened by political uncertainty,
deteriorating law and order, high borrowing cost, and
persistent energy shortfall. As a result, the investment
to GDP ratio declined to 29.38%, while private sector
credit growth dropped to 6.35%, the lowest in over two
decades. High lending rate and liquidity shortage in the
banking system, coupled with political uncertainty and
weak business confidence, deterred entrepreneurs from
undertaking new investment and expanding existing
operations.

In response, the interim government initiated a Banking
Commission to oversee sectoral reforms and strengthen
governance, especially when the NPLs reached 24.1%, and
capital adequacy ratio in several state-owned and private
banks falling below the regulatory thresholds. Bangladesh
Bank has introduced a Bank Resolution Ordinance and
drafted an Insolvency and Bankruptcy Ordinance, 2025,
for strengthening liquidity support mechanisms, aligning
loan classification with international standards, and
standardizing asset recovery in case of insolvency.

However, there are also some indications of potential
stabilisation. Recent reports suggest that a rebound
in deposit growth, gradual recovery of bad loans, and
effective handling of distressed banks, along with ongoing
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Private sector confidence was weakened by
political uncertainty, deteriorating law and
order, high borrowing cost and persistent
energy shortfall
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reforms to enhance transparency and accountability are
contributing factors for restoring investors’ confidence in
the banking system.

Exchange rate

After several years of depreciation, Bangladesh’s exchange
rate stabilized in 2025 under a newly adopted market-
based regime. Taka averaged BDT 120.9 per USD,
depreciating by 8.7% from the previous year but holding
since May 2025. The current account surplus of USD 149
million in FY25 marks a notable improvement, supported
by strong remittance inflow, moderating imports, and a
gradual recovery in exports. Foreign exchange reserve
has stood at USD 27.33 billion (BPM6 basis), while
Remittance inflows grew by 26% year on year. In addition,
exports rose to 5.26% (Jul-Sep’25) compared to the same
period of the last year, driven by robust performance in
RMG, Leather, and Footwear products.

Industrial and Manufacturing Performance

The industrial sector began to regain momentum in 2025
after a period of slowdown in the previous year. In August
2025, large-Scale Manufacturing (LSM) output has
increased by 4.14% with the recovery in the ready-made
garments, pharmaceutical and food processing sectors.
The Index of Industrial Production of Manufacturing
reached 210.31 in august 2025, reflecting a 3.79%
improvement over the previous quarter. Nevertheless,
structural constraints such as gas supply interruption,
high price of raw materials, and unpredictable labor
strikes constantly interfere with the production and
export plans, undermining confidence of international
buyers.

The policy support measures, which have been shaping
up in the recent period, the more reliable energy supply
and better collaboration in the domain of labor relations
have helped many of the factories to be restored to the
full working capacity. It is important to note that Micro
and Small Enterprises (MSEs) have been very resilient,
which have been supported through specific financial
support programme. The introduction of intelligent
manufacturing and capacity building to industrial
workers as a part of the National Industrial Policy 2025 is
an attempt to enhance competitiveness and create a more
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robust industrial base as Bangladesh makes progress in
the recovery path.

Foreign Direct Investment

Business sentiment showed moderate improvement in
FY25, supported by ongoing reforms and a stabilizing
macroeconomic environment, resulting in renewed
investment momentum. Net FDI inflow rose to USD
1.68 billion, up nearly 14% from the previous fiscal year.
During January-March, 2025, FDI inflow increased to
USD 788 million, with significant investment directed
towards the Banking, Textile & Apparel, Power and
Telecommunication sectors. The investment climate

66
Online regulatory services, one-stop portals
and favorable tax incentives has improved the
overall investment climate

2

has improved as a result of the introduction of online
regulatory services, one-stop portals, and favorable tax
incentives. However, net FDI inflow declined sharply by
62% in April-June 2025, falling to USD 303.27 million.

Debt Management

Public debt remains within a sustainable limit, supported
by prudent fiscal discipline and gradual improvement
in revenue collection. The debt-to-GDP ratio climbed
to 36% though below the 50% sustainability threshold.
The government has prioritized efficient use of foreign
loans and adopted a cautious approach toward new
borrowing. Foreign debt servicing has been well
managed through stronger Forex reserve and improved
exchange rate predictability. The fiscal deficit remains
within a manageable range, while domestic borrowing
is increasingly directed toward productive infrastructure
and social development programs that generate long-
term economic returns.

Energy Security

Bangladesh has expanded its power generation capacity,
yet the overall energy sector continues to face challenges
due to heavy reliance on fossil fuel import, which
accounted for around 65% of total power supply in FY25.
The energy sector is gradually stabilizing through new
investments and diversification of energy sources. Power
generation capacity has improved, with an additional
1,200 MW added from renewable and gas-based projects.

The 10-year tax holiday for renewable energy investments
has attracted private sector participation, while grid
modernization and energy efficiency programs are
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reducing system losses. These initiatives mark a critical
transition toward sustainable energy security, supporting
industrial growth, environmental objectives, and long-
term economic stability.
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10-year tax holiday for renewable energy
investments has attracted private sector
participation, while grid modernization and
energy efficiency programs are reducing
system losses

2

Employment

Bangladesh’s unemployment rate rose to 4.63% in the
Q2 of FY25, as a growing number of job seekers failed
to secure employment, according to the latest Quarterly
Labour Force Survey. Geopolitical tensions and trade
disruptions are the key factors that weakening the
economic outlook, leading to slower job growth.

Geo-economic Crisis and Recovery

The geoeconomic turbulence, compounded by domestic
political disruption, posed major challenges for
Bangladesh. However, the country has demonstrated
remarkable resilience, turning crises into opportunities
for reform and renewal. Through prudent economic
management, sectoral diversification, and decisive policy
action, Bangladesh is now on a steady path toward
recovery and sustained progress.

Future Outlook

Bangladesh’s recovery from both global and domestic
disruptions underscore its economic resilience and
adaptive capacity. With GDP growth projected to
accelerate to 4.9% in FY2025-26, the country is poised
to regain its high-growth trajectory. Continued
implementation of reform in the banking, fiscal, and
trade sectors will be crucial to consolidate this recovery
and sustain long-term stability.

Against the backdrop, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI), has played a proactive role in supporting
private sector resilience and policy dialogue. In 2025,
DCCI conducted 30 seminars, policy dialogue and focus
group discussions, alongside 34 high level call on meetings
with policymakers, to advocate for a competitive business
environment. These engagements addressed critical
reforms in trade policy, SME development, logistics, and
investment climate.

Looking ahead, DCCI remains committed to facilitating
public-private collaboration, encouraging innovation,
driving industrialization, data-based decision making,
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and sustainable growth as Bangladesh prepares for its
LDC graduation in 2026.

Core research activities performed by the R&D
and Policy Advocacy department of DCCI

Research & Development and Policy Advocacy
Department of DCCI performed four major studies
addressing significant economic and financial problems
in this tenure. First of all, the ‘Economic Position Index
(EPI)’ provided a quarterly shift of the activities of the
selected sectors of the economy. Another study on
“Listing of SMEs in the Capital Market: The Financing
Challenges and Way Forward” revealed that although
SMEs showed strong interest in capital market funding,
88% had little knowledge of listing requirements. The
study identified regulatory complexity, high cost of
compliance, low financial literacy, and low investors’
confidence as key obstacles to SME participation in the
capital market.

Another study, “US Tariff Imposition on Bangladesh:
Opportunities and Way Forward”, found that despite
some challenges like high logistics cost, non-tarift barrier
and compliance issues, Bangladesh could capitalize on
opportunities by diversifying exports in pharmaceuticals,
ICT, agro-products, leather goods and sustainable items.
These opportunities could be effectively pursued through
engagement by TICFA.

Finally, qualitative research on “Bridging Policy Gaps
in Addressing Non-performing Loans in Bangladesh”
highlighted weak enforcement, political interference, and
lack of governance, and suggested measures including
automation in credit monitoring, transparent loan
classification, and complete regulation independence
of the central bank to maintain financial discipline and
make the banking sector sustainable over the long term.

DCCI Journal of Business and Economic Policy (DJBEP)

Thisyear, DCCI published its second edition of the journal.
In this edition, DJBEP covered some crucial national
and global issues, such as the impact of U.S. tariff on
Bangladesh exports, the implications of LDC graduation
to the RMG sector, the interrelationship between political
stability and economic growth, the involvement of the
SMEs in the capital market, the policy gap for NPLs and
women in politics and development. Together, all these
contributions provide an insight into the dynamics that
define the current context of the economy of Bangladesh
and pave the way forward for future of Bangladesh.
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Research Service

Research & Development and Policy Advocacy
department of DCCI provided a paid research service to
IFAD Multi Products Ltd (IMPL) and conducted study
titled ‘Factors Affecting Sales of IFAD Chips in the
Cumilla District and Way Forward’ aimed to identify
the factors affecting the sales of Pillow and Stix branded
chips of IMPL in the Cumilla district, as well as to provide
recommendations for boosting the sales of IMPLs
Pillow and Stix branded chips in that area. The study
revealed that increasing profit margins and offering more
appealing promotional incentives (e.g., T-shirts, charger
lights) could further boost sales.

Brief of remarkable policy advocacy moves

In 2025, Bangladesh’s economy faced one of its most
challenging phases in recent years. Persistent inflation,
currency depreciation, liquidity constraint, and rising
interest rates strained the private sector, while global
uncertainties compounded domestic vulnerabilities.

Amid these headwinds, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (DCCI) positioned itself as a key advocate of
resilience and reform, driving evidence-based dialogue,
fostering public-private partnership, and leading policy
advocacy to sustain growth momentum. Guided by the
annual theme “Road to Revival-2025,” DCCI focused on
macroeconomic stability, private sector competitiveness,
and a smooth transition toward post-LDC graduation.

Throughout the year, DCCI actively responded to the
country’s pressing economic realities, from rising inflation
and trade disruptions to energy shortages and financial
instability. With a strong commitment to addressing
these burning issues and explore emerging opportunities,
DCCI organized a series of seminars, Focus Group
Discussions (FGDs), Round Table Discussions (RTDs)
workshops, and direct policy dialogues to help navigate
these challenges and support sustainable economic
growth. Each initiative was designed not merely to
identify problems but to propose actionable, data-driven
solutions, strengthening DCCT’s role as the voice of the
private sector.

At the macroeconomic level, DCCI began the year with
its “Meet the Press: Road to Revival 2025, setting the
tone for national recovery priorities: reducing lending
rates, stabilizing inflation, and restoring confidence in the
exchange rate. As these issues persisted, Dhaka Chamber
organized its flagship event, titled “Bi-annual Economic
State and Future Outlook of Bangladesh Economy-
Private Sector Perspective”, to assess monetary trends,
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fiscal pressures, and sectoral performances. Economists
and policymakers jointly recommended strengthening
fiscal discipline, broadening the bond market, and
improving CMSMEs access to affordable credit. The
seminar underscored that predictable policy measures,
prudent reserve management, and consistent reform
are essential to sustain macroeconomic stability in the
uncertain global environment.

In continuation of fiscal advocacy, DCCI, in collaboration
with Daily Samakal and Channel 24, organized the “Live
Pre-Budget Discussion 2025-26: Expectations of the
Private Sector.” The event created a bridge between the
business community and policymakers on issues such
as corporate taxation, FTA/PTA negotiations, trade
diversification, and automation of government services.
DCCI emphasized the importance of a unified investment
policy, rational tax structure, and export-led growth
strategies aligned with post-LDC realities.

As financial sector vulnerabilities deepened, DCCI
organised a policy dialogue titled “Current Challenges
in the Banking Sector: Borrowers’ Perspective,” where
it advocated for transparent debt restructuring, fair
loan classification, and the establishment of a dedicated
Asset Management Company (AMC) to manage non-
performing loans. The session also recommended
adopting market-based exchange rates and strengthening
credit governance to improve financial stability.
Complementing this, the FGD on “Implementation of
IFRS for SMEs” addressed the challenge of weak financial
reporting, calling for simplified accounting standards,
capacity-building programs, and incentives for digital
recordkeeping to enhance the creditworthiness of small
enterprises.

As 2025 began with political uncertainties and
deteriorating law and order situation, DCCI organized
a series of discussions to address these emerging
challenges and strengthen the business environment.
Like, “Ensuring Improved Law and Order for Business
Facilitation,” highlighted the need for a secure and
orderly environment to support trade and investment.
Recognizing this, DCCI held a consultation meeting titled
“Business, Trade and Investment, Law & Order, Income
Tax & VAT, Inflation, High Interest Rate and Traffic
Congestion,” bringing together local entrepreneurs, tax
officials, and law enforcement representatives to discuss
high operating costs, regulatory complexity, urban
congestion, and complex taxation. DCCI advocated for
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simplified tax and VAT laws, formalization of unlicensed
enterprises, and enhanced support for SMEs, including
refinancing schemes and concessional lending for women
entrepreneurs.

As Bangladesh approaches LDC graduation, DCCI
expanded its policy engagement on trade readiness and
competitiveness. In partnership with the Economic
Relations Division (ERD), DCCI hosted an FGD on
“Implementation of the Smooth Transition Strategy
(STS)” to assess institutional preparedness for post-
graduation challenges. The session called for enhanced
among ministries, WTO-compliant
incentive frameworks, and sustained support for export-
oriented industries. Similarly, the seminar on “Export-
Import Policies in Bangladesh: Requirements and
Challenges upon LDC Graduation” emphasized on
the need for tariff reform, digital trade facilitation, and
strategic trade partnerships with ASEAN, China and the
EU.

coordination

DCCI also focused on exploring new export frontiers
and enhancing sectoral competitiveness. Through
the FGD on “Sustainable Export Growth in the
Post-LDC Era: Strategies for the Leather Sector,” it
emphasized strengthening environmental compliance
by ensuring fully functional CETPs, improving bonded
warehouse facilities, and building a distinct “Brand
Bangladesh Leather” for global recognition. Similarly,
the Chamber shed light on the untapped potential of
the toy manufacturing sector by organizing an FGD
on “Diversifying the Export Basket: Innovation,
Export Potential and Market Expansion of the Toy
Manufacturing Industry” The discussion advocated for
a dedicated Toy Industry Policy, establishment of quality
certification and enhanced R&D support to transform the
sector into a competitive, high-value export industry.

In its effort to promote SME internationalization,
DCCI organized an FGD on “Branding and Marketing
Challenges for CMSMEs: Unlocking Export Potential.”
The discussion emphasized GI branding, clusters
branding, access to digital marketing platforms, and
public-private partnerships to help SMEs enter new
markets. Participants also emphasized the need for
e-commerce training, improved product packaging, and
global certification to enhance export credibility.

Furthermore, recognizing the growing importance of the
halal economy, DCCI convened an FGD on “Development
of Bangladesh Halal Industry: Challenges and
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Opportunities.” The session recommended establishing
a National Halal Board integrating Islamic Foundation,
BSTI, and trade agencies, and formulating a National
Halal Policy and Act aligned with OIC and SMIIC
standards. It also proposed blockchain-based halal
traceability system, accredited laboratories, and modern
slaughterhouses to build global credibility under a unified
“Halal Bangladesh” brand.

Infrastructure and energy challenges also received
DCCT’s strong policy focus. The seminar on “Enhancing
Bangladesh’s Logistics Sector for Sustainable Economic
Growth” advocated for a long-term logistics master plan,
multimodal connectivity, and the declaration of 2026-
2035 as the “Logistics Decade”. Likewise, an FGD on
“Energy Efficiency in the Industrial Sector,” organized
jointly with SANEM, called for a Green Energy Fund,
energy audits, and renewable integration to ensure
industrial competitiveness amid rising fuel costs. Based
on this FGD, a comprehensive draft policy has been
developed aimed at enhancing energy efficiency across
our industries. To share and discuss the draft policy,
a Dissemination Event was held titled “Bangladesh
Industrial Energy Efficiency Policy: A Draft for
Sustainable Progress” to gather crucial feedback from
key stakeholders and finalize the policy.

To address rapid urbanization and environmental
degradation, DCCI held an FGD on “Decentralisation
and Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards
a Sustainable Dhaka” The dialogue emphasized the
need to decongest the capital by developing regional
business hubs, restoring canals, and promoting circular
waste management. These recommendations aligned
with DCCI’s broader advocacy for balanced regional
development and sustainable urban economies.

As part of the digital transformation agenda, DCCI
organized a FGD on “Digital Banking for All: Bridging
Gap in Financial Inclusion.” It focused on expanding
access to fintech solutions for unbanked populations,
strengthening cybersecurity, and integrating mobile-
based financial systems to promote inclusive growth.
Similarly, the stakeholder dialogue on “Effective Market
Monitoring for Safeguarding Consumer and Business
Interests” underscored the importance of data-driven
price monitoring, coordination and
transparent market practice.

inter-agency

As FDI inflows are decreasing, and to create a more
conducive business environment for investors, DCCI
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organized a seminar on “Advancing Dispute Settlement
and Contract Enforcement for Businesses.” The event
addressed growing concerns in the private sector over
lengthy litigation, inconsistent contract enforcement,
and high dispute resolution costs, which often deter both
domestic and foreign investors. DCCI recommended
establishing specialized commercial courts for faster
case disposal, modernizing arbitration laws in line with
international best practices, and digitalizing judicial
procedures to enhance transparency and accessibility. The
seminar highlighted that an effective dispute settlement
system not only ensures fairness but also strengthens
Bangladesh’s reputation as a credible destination for
investment and trade.

As part of its continued commitment to data-driven
economic planning, DCCI has recently developed a
pioneering tool, the Economic Position Index (EPI), to
measure quarterly shifts in economic activity, specifically
within the manufacturing and service sectors. The
objective of the EPI is to accurately reflect sectoral
dynamics and to support evidence-based decision-
making by policymakers, researchers, and industry
leaders alike. To validate the framework, methodology,
and preliminary findings of this newly developed index,
DCCI organized an FGD on “Economic Position Index.”

DCCI has always championed strong industry-academia
collaboration to ensure an innovative and needs-based
human resource supply for the economy. In line with
this commitment, it organized a Round Table Discussion
(RTD) on “Smart Human Capital Development in the
Context of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR)” The
discussion underscored the widening skills gap between
graduates and industry requirements and recommended
responsive curricula, industry-supported research, and
structured internship programs to create a job-ready
workforce and foster innovation-led growth.

Public Confidence in both public and private healthcare
services remain fragile including high out-of-pocket
expenditures, supply side and infrastructural gaps,
regulatory and policy gaps and limiting oversight. At
the same time, healthcare providers highlighted patient
behavior issues, unrealistic expectations, and emotional
stress, particularly in pre- and post-surgery situations,
reflecting a growing patient-provider divide. To
address these challenges and rebuild confidence, DCCI
organized a seminar titled “Strengthening Confidence
in the Healthcare System in Bangladesh: A Strategy for
Quality Assurance” on 13 December, 2025. The objectives
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of the Seminar are to identify practical interventions to
strengthen confidence, enhance quality assurance and
reduce reliance on outbound healthcare tourism.

By the end of 2025, DCCI actively engaged with all key
Ministries including Finance, Commerce, Industries, and
Energy, Power and Mineral Resources through research
briefs and policy dialogues. These initiatives consistently
reflected a clear purpose, addressing every fiscal,
structural, and social challenge with practical, results-
driven solutions. From advocating CMSME reforms
and tax simplification to promote trade diplomacy,
innovation, and sustainable energy, DCCI demonstrated
how private sector leadership can effectively complement
government policy to drive inclusive growth.

In 2025, these efforts reinforced DCCI’s commitment
to building a resilient, competitive, and knowledge-
driven economy, tackling immediate issues like inflation,
liquidity, and investment stagnation while laying the
foundation for a data-driven, sustainable, and innovation-
led post-LDC future.

In order to create an enabling business environment, some
of the key policy recommendations and important issues
in 18 major policies were placed to different draft national
policies for trade, investment and industry to ease the
policy ecosystem and further development of the private
sector. During this year, DCCI provided research-based
policy inputs on, but not limited to Electric Vehicle (EV)
Industry Development Policy-2025; Trade Organization
Rules-2025; Import Policy Order, 2024-2027; Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institution Rules, 2025; Shipping
Agent Licensing Rules, 2025; Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) Enforcement Rules, 2025; Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Ordinance, 2025; Bangladesh-Japan
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA); SAARC
Regional Investment Treaty; U.S. Reciprocal Tariff and
Non-Tariff Measures & Bangladesh’s Position in the
WTOs LDC Group; Rationalization of existing duty
on Raw Material, Chemicals and Machineries of Man-
made Fiber (MMF) based RMG; Trade barriers and
recommendations for reasonable solutions to increased
energy prices; Reformation of the National Board of
Revenue; Strategic Role of DCCI in Implementing
Bangladesh National Productivity Master Plan (FY2021-
FY2030), Draft Rules to the Bangladesh Securities and
Exchange Commission (Public Offer of Equity Securities)
Rules, 2025, National FDI Heatmap for Bangladesh, Non-
binding Guidance on Methodologies for Measuring
Embedded Emission, National Productivity Act-2025.
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I’'m pleased to report that DCCI’s policy advocacy efforts
have yielded positive results. Reviewing the tax collection
data of the fiscal year 2024-2025, we have found that tax
revenue collection achieved 80% of its target, reaching
BDT 370,874 crore against a goal of BDT 463,500 crore,
which is 2.23% more than the previous year. Of this total,
38.18% (BDT 141,586 crore) came from VAT, 34.81%
(BDT 129,090 crore) from direct taxes, and 27.02% (BDT
100,198 crore) from customs duty.

Additionally, through a collaborative effort with Daily
Samakal and Channel-24, DCCI hosted a “Live Pre-
Budget Discussion 2025-26: Expectations of the Private
Sector” on April 13, 2025. This event presented the private
sector’s expectations to the government, with the aim of
fostering an inclusive and business-friendly budget for
FY26.

15 of the 42 submitted proposals (35.71%) were
implemented across Income Tax, VAT, and import duty
areas in FY25 Four (4) income tax related proposals
(27 percent) and 6 VAT proposals (40 percent) and 5
customs proposals (33 percent) were fully or partially
implemented. Income tax proposals including those
regarding Section 55 pertaining to disallowance of
deductions in specific instances, Section 72 regarding
accounting method to determine income, Section 106 on
deduction of tax at the source on interest on securities,
as well as the Section 264(3) concerning the requirement
to provide evidence of having submitted the returns were
enacted.

Under VAT proposals, the provisions that have been
implemented are Section 68 on carryforward and refund
of negative net amount, Section 69 on refunding of
negative net amount without carryforward, Section 70 on
application of refunded amount, Section 85 on penalty
provisions of various non-compliances and failure, and
Section 2(57) are turnover threshold and turnover tax
rate of non-Vatable business. Customs proposals that
were introduced such as the refund of Advance Income
Tax (AIT) in the importation stage as well as the Section
2(18Ka)(b) dealing with the coverage and exceptions of
inputs such as refrigerators and freezers were adopted
wholly or in part.

Trade Facilitation

In 2025, DCCI’s Trade Facilitation and International
Affairs Department actively contributed to enhance
international trade connectivity, commercial diplomacy
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and cultivating cross-border business opportunities.
Aligned with these strategic priorities, an array of
targeted and high-impact initiatives was executed,
including organizing business delegations, hosting
foreign trade missions, facilitating B2B matchmaking
sessions, reactivating partnerships with international
chambers, conducting trade research and market
analysis, and addressing trade barriers through strategic
policy advocacy. These initiatives collectively contributed
to expanding the global trade footprint of DCCI member
companies and strengthening private sector engagement
in cross-border commerce.

Economic Diplomacy and Trade Promotion

DCCI continued to consolidate its strategic role in
advancing commercial diplomacy through sustained
engagement with foreign missions and international
trade promotion agencies. The core focus remained
on enhancing Bangladesh’s global brand positioning,
fostering trade and investment partnerships, enhancing
collaboration across G2B and B2B platforms and
addressing trade-related barriers to improve market
access.

Throughout the year, DCCI actively engaged with key
Embassies, High Commissions, and International Partner
Organizations, thereby enhancing Bangladesh’s visibility
and strategic presence in both regional and global
economic arenas. A total of 35 meetings and engagements
conducted throughout the year are noted below:

1.  Meeting with H.E. Dr. Mamadou Tangara,
Hon'’ble Foreign Minister, Government of the
Republic of Gambia.

2. Meeting with H.E. Mr. Arun Hemachandra, MP,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Employment, Government of Sri Lanka.

3. Meeting with H. E. Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma,
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning,
Government of Sri Lanka.

4. Meeting with H.E. Mr. Jam Kamal Khan, Hor’ble
Federal Minister for Commerce, Government of
Pakistan.

5. Meeting with Ms. Sara Wilshaw, Senior Assistant
Deputy Minister, International Trade and Chief
Trade Commissioner of Canada.

6. Meeting with H. E. Mr. PARK Young Sik,
Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea
in Bangladesh.
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Meeting with H.E. Mr. Dharmapala Weerakkody,
High Commissioner, High Commission of
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in
Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Syed Ahmed Maroof, High
Commissioner, High Commission of Pakistan in
Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Mansour Chavoshi,
Ambassador, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Derek Loh, Non-Residence
High Commissioner, High Commission of
Singapore in Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Marcelo Carlos Cesa,
Ambassador, Embassy of Argentina in Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Yao Wen, Ambassador,
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in
Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. SAIDA Shinichi,
Ambassador, Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Pranay Verma, High
Commissioner, High Commission of India in
Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Lulzim PLLANA, Ambassador,
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Md Lutfor Rahman,
Ambassador, Embassy of Bangladesh to Vietnam.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Tareq Ahmed, Ambassador,
Embassy of Bangladesh to UAE.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Nazmul Islam, Ambassador,
Embassy of Bangladesh in China.

Meeting with Mr. Clinton Pobke, Deputy High
Commissioner, Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh.

Meeting with Ms. Simona Novosadova, Trade
Commissioner, Embassy of the Slovak Republic in
New Delhi.

Meeting with Mr. Scott Matties, Managing Director,
South Asia Office, Province of Saskatchewan,
Canada.

Meeting with Mr. Jean-Christian Brillant, Director
General, South Asia, Global Affairs Canada.

Meeting with Mr. Keerthi Gunawardane,
President, Federation of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of Sri Lanka (FCCISL).

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.
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Meeting with Mr. Hiran de Alwis, Chairman, Sri
Lanka National Arbitration Centre (SLNAC).

Meeting with Mr. Hisashi Murakami, Chief
Director, Japan External Trade Organization
(JETRO) Toyama, Japan.

Meeting with Mr. Ronald Ho, Regional Director -
Southeast Asia and South Asia, Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC).

Meeting with Mr. Jinhak Hur, Director General,
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency
(KOTRA), Bangladesh.

Meeting with Mr. M. Khurshid Barlas, Founder
Chairman, Pakistan Association of Exhibition
Industry (PAEI), Pakistan.

Meeting with Mr. Xu Jiansheng, Operation
Director, China Foreign Trade Centre (CFTC)
Group, China.

Meeting with Mr. Kazuiki Kataoka, Country
Representative, Japan External Trade Organization
(JETRO), Dhaka.

Meeting with Mr. Shamis Ali Al Dhaheri, Second
Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Abu Dhabi
Chamber, UAE.

Meeting with Mr. Mohammad Lootah, President
and CEO, Dubai Chambers, UAE.

Meeting with Mr. Abdallah Sultan Al Owais,
Chairman, Sharjah Chamber, UAE.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Indra Mani Pandey,
Secretary  General, BIMSTEC  Secretariat,
Bangladesh.

Meeting with Mr. Han Kun, President, Chinese
Enterprises Association in Bangladesh (CEAB).

Outbound Business Delegation

Aligned with strategic priorities, DCCI organized two
stand-alone outbound business delegations to the United
Arab Emirates and Sri Lanka respectively. Recognizing
members’ growing interests, DCCI also facilitated five
additional delegations to participate in major international
expos and trade fairs in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Australia.
These initiatives expanded market access for participating
companies, strengthened bilateral trade relations, and
positioned Bangladesh to leverage emerging global
business opportunities.

Stand-alone Business Delegation:

1.

DCCI organized a 29-member business delegation
to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) from 25th
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to 27th February 2025.During the visit, the
delegation participated in three business forums
and B2B networking sessions hosted by the Abu
Dhabi Chamber, Dubai Chambers, and Sharjah
Chamber.

2. DCCI organized an 18-member business
delegation to Colombo, Sri Lanka, from 16th
to 19th June 2025. Three Business Forums
followed by B2B matchmaking sessions were
hosted by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce,
the National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka
and the National Chamber of Commerce of Sri
Lanka respectively. The delegation also met and
interacted with Hon. Mr. Sunil Handunneththi,
Minister for Industry and Entrepreneurship
Development, Sri Lanka; Hon. Mr. Arun
Hemachandra, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment; and Hon. Dr.
Harshana Suriyapperuma, Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning.

Participation in the International Fairs/Expos:

3. PFacilitated an 8-member business delegation
to participate in Taiwan Smart Agri Week Expo
2025.

4. DCCI Delegation to HKTDC Belt and Road
Global Forum Annual Roundtable 2025.

5. Facilitated a 9-member business delegation to
participate in Australia Bangladesh Business
Expo 2025.

6. Participated in Energy Taiwan & Net-Zero Taiwan
2025.

7. Participated in Sourcing Taiwan 2025.

Hosting Inbound Business Delegation

In line with its objectives of enhancing international
market access and trade connectivity for SME-based
member companies, DCCI hosted six inbound business
delegations. These initiatives facilitated the development
of business partnerships and the exploration of
investment collaborations. During the hosting of
inbound delegations, more than 205 B2B matchmaking
meetings were organized, involving 57 foreign companies
from Pakistan, Singapore, and Indonesia. The inbound
delegation included the following:

1. Inbound business delegation from Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI), Pakistan during which a business event
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titled “Bangladesh-Pakistan Business Forum” was
organized.

2. Hosting delegation from Citrus and Dates
business sectors from Pakistan.

3. Business delegation from Singapore business
community.

4. Delegation from Indonesia.

5. Business delegation from Pakistan by organizing
“DCCI-ICCI B2B Matchmaking Meeting”.

6. Business delegation from Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce & Industry, Pakistan during which
a business event titled ‘Business Discussion
Meeting” was organized.

Creating Market Access Opportunities for DCCI
Members

During the year 2025, over 1,206 B2B matchmaking
meetings were organized through in-person sessions,
virtual platforms, and email introductions. These
initiatives enabled 317 DCCI member companies to
connect directly with more than 461 foreign businesses,
fostering new partnerships, expanding trade relations,
and linking investment collaboration.

Trade Research and Market Intelligence Supports

In 2025, the Trade Facilitation Department prepared
71 country-specific bilateral trade and investment
factsheets, offering DCCI members detailed economic
snapshots, three-year export-import statistics, inbound
FDI data, and the top 10 export-import items for each
country. These overviews are available on the DCCI
website, providing members with the insights needed to
understand and assess demand and supply dynamics and
explore international business collaborations.

Reactivation Partnership with International Chambers
and Trade Promotion Agencies

In 2025, a total of 26 meetings were held—both virtually
and in person—with 23 foreign chambers of commerce
and trade promotion agencies from 14 countries: the
UAE, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Canada, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Australia, Singapore, South Korea, China, Argentina,
Morocco, Nigeria and India. These meetings aimed to
strengthen chamber to chamber collaboration, explore
new business opportunities, and promote bilateral trade
and investment links.
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Signed and Renewal of MoU

To strengthen bilateral cooperation and enhance
global connectivity, DCCI signed four Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) in 2025 with international
chambers: Dubai Chambers, UAE; Sharjah Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (SCCI), UAE; Ceylon Chamber
of Commerce, Sri Lanka; and the National Chamber of
Exporters (NCE), Sri Lanka.

Enhancing Information Flow on Global Trade
Engagements and DCCI Connecting Members:

During the year 2025, a total of 25 informational bulletins
covering 14 countries, highlighting opportunities related
to international expos, fairs, delegations and B2B
matchmaking events were circulated to distinguished
members. The objective was to expand international
trade connectivity and update members regarding global
fairs, expos, and B2B matchmaking opportunities in
the promising markets like Vietnam, Malaysia, India,
Sri Lanka, Iran, China, Taiwan, Pakistan, UAE, Tiirkiye,
Singapore, Greece, USA, and Australia, among its
member basket throughout the year 2025.

Institutional activities of DCCI

I would like to share some of the institutional activities
and achievements of the DCCI held in 2025.

Activities of DCCI Business Institute (DBI)

DCCI Business Institute (DBI), established in 1999 under
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI),
continues to play a pioneering role in enhancing the
knowledge, skills and competencies of entrepreneurs,
managers, executives, and job seekers to meet the
challenges of globalization and a competitive business
environment.

In 2025, DBI successfully conducted various training
programs as per its annual Training Calendar. These
included:

¢ Postgraduate Diploma (PGD) Programs: 10
batches in total-4 in Customs, VAT & Income Tax
Management and 4 in International Trade (Export
& Import) Management with AIUB, and 2 in
Supply Chain Management with DIU-engaging 266
participants.

¢ Online Certificate Courses: 16 batches in
collaboration with DIU, ICMAB and AIUB on
topics such as Business Data Analysis, FIN-TECH,
Leadership ¢ Management, Financial Accounting,
Accounting for Managerial Decision, Business,
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Marketing Management, & Technology and

Professional Marketing, with 191 participants.

¢ Workshops and Short Courses: 24 daylong training
sessions involving 313 participants. Altogether, 770
participants took part in DBI’s various programs
throughout the year.

DBI also expanded its activities by offering customized
corporate training consultancy, currently working with
BRAC University, while organizations like Bangladesh
Coast Guard and Magura Group are in the pipeline.
Additionally, DBI signed a Memorandum of Cooperation
(MoC) with East West University (EWU) to further
broaden its training initiatives.

Participants expressed high satisfaction with the practical
and theoretical outcomes of the courses, which enhanced
their professional competence and confidence.

DBI remains dedicated to expanding demand-driven,
high-quality training programs and aims to become a
center of excellence in business education and professional
development in Bangladesh.

Activities of DBI College

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College as a forward
looking educational institution is committed to providing
excellence, fostering innovation and ensuring a holistic
student development framework that blends academic
learning with personal and professional growth. Since its
establishment in 2011, DBI College has been continuously
offering high-quality and industry-relevant education
that empowers students to flourish and grow in a rapidly
changing global landscape. Currently, three batches are
actively pursuing their studies.

Preparations are underway to attract more students for
the upcoming 14th Batch in 2025. With the support
of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industries
(DCCI), DBI College successfully organized a Student
Felicitation Program for the HSC Session 2024-2025
on Tuesday, 18th February 2025. Students from various
colleges across Dhaka City participated and greatly
enjoyed the event. In addition, DBI College has launched
an extensive promotional campaign on social media,
including Facebook boosting, page promotions, direct
communication with potential candidates through
Messenger and personalized phone follow-up. DBI
College continues to uphold its vision of excellence by
combining quality education with innovation, practical
learning and strong industry connections.
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Activities of DBI College Library

Dhaka Chamber library was established in 1969 as a
well-equipped library with a collection of 8,700 books,
journals, magazines, BBA course related books, and other
publications. DCCI Library has extended satisfactory
services to its honorable members, faculty members,
DBI college students and DCCI in-house people
since its inception, supporting learning, research, and
development activities of DCCI and DBI College.

DCCI Library has introduced Library Management
Software. DCCI members can use it free, particularly
for International Tenders and consulting International
Business Directories. It allows users especially for
students to borrow a good number of books and served to
the library members with access of wide range of Business
information from internet. It also has an enriched archive
with rare government and non-government publications,
national and international business and commercial
Publications, and a study space. The DCCI Library
undertook major initiatives to modernise its collection
and improve reader services. Meanwhile, all the previous
Annual Reports of the Chamber have been converted into
e-version and also archived in the DCCI Library.
Activities of Business Initiative
Development (BUILD)

Business Initiative Leading Development (BUILD) is
Bangladesh’s pioneering public-private dialogue (PPD)
platform, initiated jointly by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI), Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI), and
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI).
Established in 2011, BUILD is uniquely positioned to
deliver research-driven policy recommendations to the
government on behalf of the private sector. Since its
inception, BUILD has played a catalytic role in identifying
trade and investment barriers and proposing actionable
reforms that have unlocked new growth opportunities.
Its activities are organized under four pillars: Structured
Dialogue, Fact-Based Research, Targeted Advocacy, and
Focused Reform Communication. So far, BUILD has
organized 58 Working Committee meetings, 15 PSDPCC
meetings, published147 Reform Policy Paper and 44
articles in various prominent national dailies, placed
1169 recommendations to different government agencies
out of them 471 were implemented.

Leading

Research and Studies of BUILD in 2025

¢ Research for 6th Edition of Business Start-Up
License — A Regulatory Guidebook.
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# Research for Sectoral Business Start-Up License —
A Regulatory Guidebook for Light Engineering and
Plastic Waste Management Sector.

¢ Survey on Supporting the Implementation,
Monitoring, and Evaluation of Bangladesh’s
Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) Policy

¢ The US Reciprocal Tariffs on Bangladesh-Impact &
Way Forward

¢ The Current State of Geographical Indications (GI)
in Bangladesh

¢ Critical overview of the Industrial Policy-2022
and a Mirror Catch up on the budgetary policy

alignment

¢ DPolicy Reform Requirements for Non-Adjustable
TDS

¢ Overview on the CMSME Financing Master
Circular 2025 of Bangladesh Bank

¢ Study on Tax Implications on Industries with
Specific Reference to Carbonated Soft Drinks
Industry

¢ Long-standing Inflation and its Impact on the
Economy- Remedial Measures

Other Major Activities (Stakeholder Consultation,
Dialogue, FGDs) in 2025

¢ DPolicy Dialogue on “Bangladesh Bank Master
Circular on CMSME Financing” jointly organized
by BUILD and Bangladesh Bank held on 10 July
2025.

¢ Dialogue on “US Reciprocal Tariffs on Bangladesh-
Impact & Way Forward” jointly organized by
BUILD and DCCI held on 17 May 2025.

¢ “Private Sector Consultation on the National
Logistics Policy 2024 (NLP-2024)” jointly organized
by BUILD and Expo Group held on 08 September
2025.

¢ Dialogue on “Tax Implications on Industries”
jointly organized by BUILD and BIDA held on May
2025.

¢ Dialogue on “Trademarks (Amendment) Act,
2025 held on 01 June 2025.

¢ Policy
Implementation, Monitoring, and Evaluation of

Dialogue  on  “Supporting  the

Bangladesh’s Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP)
Policy” held on 24 April 2025.
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¢ Pre-budget Discussion held on 05 March 2025.

¢ Focused Group Discussion on “Stewardship for
Sustainable Agriculture” organized by BUILD on

February 2025.

On-going Projects of BUILD in 2025

¢ Support for Inter-ministerial Coordination with the
Ministry of Commerce to prepare the textile sector
for EU sustainability requirements supported by
GIZ and Ministry of Commerce.

¢ Building a Circular Economy for Tannery Solid
Waste by- Products in Bangladesh supported by
Asia Foundation.

¢ Facilitating the Transition to Formality: Enhancing
Business Information, Development Services,
and Policy Inputs in Bangladesh supported by
International Labour Organization (ILO).

¢ Boosting SME Competitiveness and Export Growth
in Bangladesh through access to BWH supported
by Australian Government’s Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

¢ Green Transition Working Group supported by
UNCDEF (waiting for finalization).

¢ Supporting the Implementation, Monitoring and
Evaluation of Bangladesh’s Sustainable Public
Procurement (SPP) Policy supported by SHE Trade
Initiative, ITC, Geneva.

¢ Enhancing Export Data Transparency supported
by GIZ and EPB.

¢ Assessing Private Sector Requirements for a
Modern Import Policy Order focusing on Non-
agricultural Products supported by USDA-BTE

¢ Advocate for regulatory and policy related issues
on carbonated beverage industry in the country
supported by Coca-Cola Bangladesh Ltd.

DCCI Project Department:

The Project Department of DCCI has long served as a
catalyst for private sector-led growth and development
through strategic partnerships with international
development agencies. Over the years, DCCI has
successfully collaborated with organizations such as the
World Bank, ADB, UNDP, USAID, EU, ECHO, ITC,
TFO, ESCAP, JICA, IFC, GTZ, APO, JETRO, ILO, CBI
and others to promote trade, investment, and industrial
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development in Bangladesh. These collaborations have
supported initiatives that strengthen resilience, enhance
export capacity, and foster sustainable economic
transformation.

Recent achievements include

¢ The Urban  Public-Private

Programming for Earthquake Resilience (SUPER)”

“Strengthening

Project, funded by the European Civil Protection
and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) in
partnership with ActionAid, World Vision, and
United Purpose which has enhanced urban disaster
preparedness and institutional engagement of
the private sector in resilience building, as well
as the DCCI-ITC Project on Enhancing Export
Capacities of Asian LDCs for Intra-regional Trade,
which has expanded SME access to Asian markets,
particularly China.

¢ The “Enhancing Export Capacities of Asian LDCs
for Intra-regional Trade” Project, is funded by ITC
and aims to increase exports of Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) from Bangladesh,
including six Asian LDCs, to China, thereby taking
advantage of Asias largest and most dynamic
import market as a stimulus to boost intra-regional
trade. This year, with the support of this project,
three companies have received online training on
“Building Export Capacity for Entering the Chinese
Market”

The Trade for Resilient, Inclusive and Sustainable
Economic Growth (TRISEG) project is a five-year
initiative implemented by Trade Facilitation Office
(TFO) Canada and funded by Global Affairs Canada. The
project works with Trade Support Institutions (TSIs) and
other stakeholders to improve access to Canadian and
international markets for SMEs, particularly those owned
or led by women and under-represented groups across 16
developing and least developed countries in Africa, Asia,
and Latin America.

By strengthening climate-resilient SMEs, the project aims
to promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth in
participating countries. The Project Implementation Plan
received formal approval from Global Affairs Canada
in November 2025. The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (DCCI) has been identified as a potential
partner for the Bangladesh component of the project.

The 14t World Chambers Congress (14WCC) is a major
global business event that took place in Melbourne,
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Australia, from 2-4 September 2025. The World Chambers
Competition is a part of this event, recognizing the most
innovative projects from chambers of commerce around
the world. DCCI took part in the competition to present
the ground-breaking idea titled “Strengthening Urban
Public-Private Programming for Earthquake Resilience” of
SUPER Project and was shortlisted for the Competition in
the ‘Best out-of-the-box project’ category.

DCCI Events During 2025

In the year 2025, DCCI conducted 31 various sector specific
Seminars, Webinars, FGDs, Workshops and Conferences
for the interest of private sector which are stated below:

1.
2.

10.
11.

12.

Y A

DCCI’s Meet the Press held on January 11, 2025.

Discussion Meeting titled ‘Income Tax, VAT,
Customs, Foreign Exchange Crisis and Law and
Order Situation’ held on February 06, 2025 at
DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Discussion Meeting titled ‘Income Tax, VAT,
Customs, Foreign Exchange Crisis and Law and
Order Situation’ held on February 08, 2025 for the
businesses located at Old Dhaka.

Seminar on ‘Bi-annual economic state and future
outlook of Bangladesh economy-private sector
perspective July-December, 2024’ held on February
22,2025.

Focus Group Discussion on ‘Implementation of
the STS for Smooth Transition from LDC Status’
held on March 10, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion on ‘Implementation of
IFRS for SMEs’ held on March 22, 2025.

Live ‘Pre-Budget Discussion: private sector
perspective’ organized by DCCI in cooperation
with Chanel24 & Daily Samakal held on April 13,
2025.

View Exchanging Meeting titled ‘Recent business
and investment, inflation, TAX and VAT, Customs
duty, inflation and traffic congestion situation” held
on April 28, 2025.

Seminar on ‘U.S. Reciprocal Tariffs and the Way
Forward for Bangladesh” held on May 17, 2025.

Seminar on “Role of Improving Law and Order
Situation in Ease of Doing Business in Bangladesh”
held on May 21, 2025.

Seminar on “Export-import policies in Bangladesh:
Requirements and Challenges upon LDC

Graduation” held on May 24, 2025.

Seminar on “Sustainable Export Growth in Post
LDC Era: Strategies for the Leather Sector” held on
May 25, 2025.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
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DCCT’s initial reaction on the proposed National
Budget FY2025-26 held on June 02, 2025.

Seminar on “Current Challenges in the Banking
Sector: Borrowers’ Perspective” June 28, 2025.
Seminar on “Enhancing Bangladesh’s Logistic
Sector for Sustainable Economic Growth” June 29,
2025.

Multi-Stakeholders’ Dialogue on “Consumer and
Business Protection through Market Monitoring”
held on July 19, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion on “Energy Supply and
Efficiency in the Industrial Sector of Bangladesh”
held on July 28, 2025.

Workshop on “Importance of Board meeting &
AGM” held on August 02, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion titled “Decentralization
and Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards
a Sustainable Dhaka” held on August 23, 2025.
Seminar on “Bi-annual Economic State & Future
outlook of Bangladesh Economy- Private Sector
Perspective” held on August 24, 2025.

Seminar on “Advancing Dispute Settlement and
Contract Enforcement for Businesses” held on
September 02, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion titled “Diversifying the
Export Basket: Innovation, Export Potential and
Market Expansion of the Toy Manufacturing
Industry” held on September 23, 2025.

FGD on “Digital Banking for All: Bridging Gap in
Financial Inclusion” held on September 25, 2025.
Workshop on “Personal Income Tax and e-Return”
held on September 27, 2025.

Seminar on “Branding and Marketing Challenges
for CMSMEs: Unlocking Export Potential” held on
September 29, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion titled “Development
of Bangladesh Halal Industry: Challenges and
Prospects” held on October 11, 2025.

Focus Group Discussion on “Economic Position
Index (EPI)” held on October 25, 2025.
Roundtable Discussion on “Smart Human Capital
Development in the Context of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution” held on October 27, 2025.
Policy Dissemination on “Bangladesh Industrial
Energy Efficiency Policy: A Draft for Sustainable
Progress” with SANEM held on 29 November,
2025.

Unveiling ceremony of the ‘DCCI Journal and Tax
Guide 2025-26’ held on 01 December 2025.

Seminar on “Strengthening Confidence in the

Healthcare System in Bangladesh: A Strategy for
Quality Assurance” held on 13 December, 2025.
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Meetings & Events attended by the President,

DCCI
1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Attended the 30" anniversary celebration of
International Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh
(ICCB).

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the 60 board meeting of Bangladesh
Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI).

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the 13" Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of BFTL

Presided over the 23" Governing Body meeting
of DBI College virtually.

Attended a dinner organized by High Commission
of Pakistan in Bangladesh.

Attended a virtual meeting with representatives
of Dubai Chambers.

Attended the workshop on “SME Policy 2025:
Challenges and Prospects: The Role of Mass
Media” as a Special Guest organized by Economic
Reporters’ Forum (ERF).

Joined the 36% Trustee Board meeting of BUILD
virtually.

Took part in the reception of 76" Republic Day of
India organized by High Commission of India in
Bangladesh.

Attended the Trade and Investment Networking
Reception organized by High Commission of
Canada in Bangladesh.

Attended the Nordic Day 2025 celebration
organized by Embassies of Nordic nations in
Bangladesh.

Took part in the reception of the 46" Anniversary
of the Victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran
organized by Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Bangladesh.

Attended the seminar on “Uruguay-Bangladesh
Bilateral Trade Relations and Opportunities”
organized by Honorary Consulate of the Oriental
Republic of Uruguay in Bangladesh, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Policy Exchange Bangladesh.

Attended the reception of the 77" Anniversary
of Independence of Sri Lanka organized by High
Commission of Sri Lanka in Bangladesh.

Took part in the 12t meeting of the National
Committee on LDC Graduation organized by the
Chief Adviser’s Office.

Attended a meeting with the NBR Chairman Md.
Abdur Rahim Khan, FCMA and placed DCCI’s

recommendations on the proposed national
budget for FY2025-26.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
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Along with the business leaders of leading trade
organizations met Dr. Salehuddin Ahmed,
Adviser, Ministry of Finance regarding the
proposed national budget for FY2025-26.

Attended the reception dinner hosted in honour
of UK Trade Envoy for Bangladesh the Rt Hon.
Broness Winterton of Doncaster DBE & His
Majesty’s Trade Commissioner for South Asia by
British High Commission in Bangladesh.

Participated at the inauguration ceremony of
Bangladesh Investment Summit 2025 organized
by BIDA.

Took part in the King’s Day reception hosted by
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in
Bangladesh.

Attended the dialogue on “Global Financial
Trends & Reforms: Implications for Bangladesh”
organized by ICC Bangladesh.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the reception in honour of Canada’s
Indo-Pacific Trade Representative Paul Thoppil.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended a virtual meeting with representatives
from Africa Wing, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Bangladesh.

Attended a virtual meeting with representatives
of Australia Bangladesh Business Forum (ABBF).

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the seminar on “Economic Corridor
and Logistics Development in Bangladesh:
Investment Opportunities” jointly organized by
ICC Bangladesh and ADB.

Joined the 415 BIAC Board Meeting virtually.

Attended the “China-Bangladesh Conference
on Investment & Trade” jointly organized by
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in
Bangladesh and BEZA.

Attended the 98" meeting of the ICC Bangladesh
Executive Board.

Attended the event titled “Salient Features of
Finance Ordinance, 2025” organized by SMAC
Advisory Services Ltd.

Took part in the Russian National Day celebration
organized by Embassy of the Russian Federation
in Bangladesh.

Attended a meeting with the Commerce Adviser
Sk. Bashir Uddin along with leaders from other
leading trade organizations regarding Trade
Organization Rules.
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32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.

40.
41.

42.
43.

44.

45.

46.

47.
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Participated in a meeting with along with Finance
Adviser Dr. Salehuddin Ahmed the business
leaders from ICC Bangladesh met.

Joined the 37t Trustee Board meeting of BUILD
virtually.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the reception of Argentine Independence
Day organized by the Embassy of Argentina in
Bangladesh.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the discussion meeting with the business
leaders and Adviser Council Committee.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the bi-annual announcement of the
Monetary Policy Statement (MPS) organized by
Bangladesh Bank.

Joined the 38 Trustee Board Meeting of BUILD
Virtually.

Took part in the 60" Anniversary of the
Independence of Republic of Maldives organized
by High Commission of Republic of Maldives in
Bangladesh.

Attended a meeting with Mahbubur Rahman,
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce along with the
business leaders to discuss about the amendment
of Trade Organization Rules, 2025.

Joined a virtual meeting with representatives
from Dubai Chambers.

Attended the half-yearly Macroeconomic Outlook
for 2H’2025 organized by CAL Bangladesh.

Took part in the seminar on “LDC Graduation:
Some Options for Bangladesh” jointly organized
by ICC Bangladesh-BAPI-BGMEA.

Attended a dinner organized by Ministry of
Commerce, GoB in honour of H.E. Jam Kamal
Khan, Minister for Commerce of Pakistan.

Attended a webinar on “Industrial Technology
Innovation Governance for Winning the Future”
virtually as a Special Guest organized by Daffodil
International University.

Attended the 9™ meeting of National Trade
Facilitation Committee (NTFC) organized by
Ministry of Commerce.

Tookpartinareceptionhosted by the U.S. Embassy
in Dhaka, held to formally introduce Commercial
Counselor Paul Frost and Agricultural Attaché
Erin Covert.

Attended the 60™ National Day reception of
Singapore organized by High Commission of
Singapore in Dhaka.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.
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Joined the 11th Anniversary reception of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Secretariat
organized by BIMSTEC Secretariat.

Attended the dialogue on “Policy Reform
Requirements for Non-Adjustable TDS” as a
Guest of Honour jointly organized by BUILD and
NBR.

Took part in the closing ceremony of “Automobiles
and Agro-machinery Fair, 2025-Road to made
in Bangladesh” as a Special Guest organized by
Bangladesh Chamber of Industries (BCI).

Took part in a dinner in honour of Jean-Christian
Brillant, Director General, South Asia, Global
Affairs Canada organized by High Commission
of Canada in Bangladesh.

Attended the reception on the occasion of the
visiting delegation of Swedish and Nordic Green
Tech companies for the matchmaking edition
of the “Sustainable Fashion Platform” in 2025
organized by Embassy of Sweden in Dhaka.

Joined the Netherland-Bangladesh Business
Networking Reception hosted by the Embassy of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Bangladesh.

Attended the Smooth Transition Strategy (STS)
Steering Committee Meeting organized by the
Chief Adviser’s Office.

Attended a meeting with a high-level delegation
from UNICEF led by Carla Haddad Mardini,
Director of Private Fundraising and Partnerships,
UNICEF Geneva organized by ICC Bangladesh.

Joined the 99 Executive Board Meeting of ICC
Bangladesh.

Attended the Emergency Press Conference
organized by Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA).

Attended the 15™ meeting of Private Sector
Development Policy Co-ordination Meeting
organized by Chief Adviser’s Office.

Took part in a roundtable discussion on ‘Business
Climate: Reforms, Opportunities and Challenges
Ahead’ as a panel discussant organized by The
Financial Express.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
attended the 36 anniversary ceremony of the
Bangladesh Ink Manufacturers’ and Exporters’
Association (BIMEA).

Attended a dinner hosted by BIMSTEC Secretary
General H.E. Indra Mani Pandey.

Joined the 39t Trustee Board Meeting of BUILD
held virtually.
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63.

64.

65.

Attended the ‘Indenting Service Export
Award-2025 as a Guest of Honour organized by
Bangladesh Indenting Agents” Association.

Took partin the 50t Anniversary of Independence
Day of Timor-Leste celebration.

Attended the Inauguration Ceremony of
Mercantile Bank Ltd. Branch Office at DCCI
Building.

DCCI President/ Board of Directors Called on

1.

10.

11.

Y 04

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
members of the board of directors met H. E.
PARK Young Sik, Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea on 13 January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with the
office bearers called on Md. Touhid Hossain,
Hon’ble Adviser for Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
GoB on 14 January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
the office bearers met H.E. Mansour Chavoshi,
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
Bangladesh on 15 January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
members of the board of directors called on Dr.
Ahsan H Mansur, Governor of Bangladesh Bank
on 16 January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
the office bearers called on Sk Bashir Uddin,
Honourable Adviser for Ministry of Commerce,
GoB on 19 January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed had a virtual
meeting with H.E. Tareq Ahmed, Ambassador
of Bangladesh in the United Arab Emirates on 20
January.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
members of the board of directors called on Lt.
Gen. Md. Jahangir Alam Chowdhury (Retd.),
Honourable Adviser, Ministry of Home Affairs
on 16 February.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
office bearers called on Adilur Rahman Khan,
Honourable Adviser, Ministry of Industries on 05
March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met Dr.
Salehuddin Ahmed, Honourable Adviser,
Ministry of Finance on 05 March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met Sk.
Bashir Uddin, Honourable Adviser, Ministry of
Commerce on 05 March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met the
Commerce Secretary Mahbubur Rahman on 05
March.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.
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DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with the
office bearers met H.E. Dharmapala Weerakkody,
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to Bangladesh
on 16 March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and the office
bearers met H.E. Lulzim PLLANA, Ambassador
of the Republic of Kosovo to Bangladesh on 25
March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met Fehmi M.
Yiiksel, Chief Transformation Officer, Recover
Fiber on 25 March.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and the office
bearers met Ronald Ho, Regional Director -
Southeast Asia and South Asia & Ms. Vian
Cheung, Director, Thailand and South Asia
of Hong Kong Trade Development Council
(HKTDC) on 09 April.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with office
bearers met H.E. Derek Loh, Non-Resident High
Commissioner of Singapore to Bangladesh on 10
April.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury
met Jong Won Kim, Director General of KOTRA
on 13 May.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and the office
bearers met H.E. Lutfor Rahman, Ambassador of
Bangladesh to Vietnam on 15 May.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
members of the board of directors met H.E. Jam
Kamal Khan, Horn’ble Minister for Commerce of
Pakistan on 21 May.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met Dr.
Salehuddin Ahmed, Honourable Adviser,
Ministry of Finance on 21 August.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed called on Dr.
Kabir Ahmed, Deputy Governor of Bangladesh
Bank on 24 August.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with the
office bearers met H.E. Kazuiki Kataoka, Country
Representative, JETRO Dhaka on 25 August.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and the
other office bearers met H.E. Marcelo C Cesa,
Ambassador of the Argentina Republic to
Bangladesh on 03 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed called on
Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce on 04 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed called on H.E.
Yao Wen, Ambassador of China to Bangladesh on
08 September.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed attended a
virtual meeting with the President of the National
Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE) on 08
September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed met David
Richard O’Hanlon, General Manager of Hotel
InterContinental, Dhaka on 09 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with
the office bearers met Scott Matties, Managing
Director, South Asia office, Province of
Saskatchewan, Canada on 11 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and the
other office bearers met H.E. SAIDA Shinichi,
Ambassador of Japan in Bangladesh on 16
September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with other
office bearers met the delegation from Dhaka
Stock Exchange PLC. (DSE) led by Mominul
Islam, Chairman of DSE on 16 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and members
of the board of directors met Rana Ihsaan Afzal
Khan, Coordinator to the Prime Minister of
Pakistan on Commerce and Usman Shaukat,
President of Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) on 23 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed along with other
other office bearers met Clinton Pobke, Deputy
High Commissioner and Ben Carson, Trade
and Investment Commissioner, Australian High
Commission in Bangladesh on 24 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed called on
Pranay Verma, High Commissioner of India in
Bangladesh on 28 September.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and other office
bearers met H.E. Indra Mani Pandey, Secretary
General, BIMSTEC Secretariat on 21 October.

DCCI Acting President Razeev H Chowdhury,
Vice President Md. Salem Sulaiman along with the
members of the Board of Directors met Canadian
Senior Assistant Deputy Minister for International
Trade and Chief Trade Commissioner Ms. Sara
Wilshaw and High Commissioner of Canada to
Bangladesh H.E. Ajit Singh on 23 November.

Meetings attended by the Members of the Board
of Directors

1.

Y 04

Members of the Board of Directors attended Meet
the Press organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the business
networking meeting with the visiting delegation

from the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FPCCI).

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Members of the Board of Directors attended
a business networking meeting with a visiting
delegation of citrus and dates traders from
Pakistan.

Members of the Board attended the Coordination
Meeting with the Coordinating Directors,
Convenors and Joint Convenors of the S/C-2025.

Members of the Board attended the Meeting on
Income Tax, VAT, Customs, Foreign Exchange
Crisis and Law and Order Situation organized by
DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Bi-annual Economic State & Future Outlook of
Bangladesh Economy- Private Sector Perspective
(July-December) 2024

Members of the Board attended the DCCI
Business Delegation to UAE held during 24-27
February.

Members of the Board attended DCCI Iftar
Mahfil.

Members of the Board attended the Focus Group
Discussion on “Implementation of the STS for

Smooth Transition from LDC Status” organized
by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Focus Group
Discussion on “Implementation of IFRS for
SMEs” organized by DCCIL.

Members of the Board attended the “Pre-Budget
Discussion 2025-26: Expectation of the Private
Sector” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the View
Exchange Meeting on Income Tax, VAT, Customs,
Traffic Congestion and Law & Order Situation
organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar
on “US. Reciprocal Tariffs and Way Forward
for Bangladesh” jointly organized by DCCI and
BUILD.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Role of Improving Law and Order Situation in
Ease of Doing Business in Bangladesh” organized
by DCCL

Members of the Board attended the Seminar
on “Export-Import Policies in Bangladesh:
Requirements and Challenges upon LDC
Graduation” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Sustainable Export Growth in Post LDC Era:
Strategies for the Leather Sector” organized by
DCCL
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17.
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

23.

24.
25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

Y 04

Members of the Board attended the Initial Budget
Reaction organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended DCCI Business
Delegation to Sri Lanka held during 16-19 June.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar
on “Current Challenges in the Banking Sector:
Borrowers’ Perspective” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Enhancing Bangladesh’s Logistics Sector for
Sustainable Economic Growth” organized by
DCCL

Members of the Board attended the Multi-
Stakeholders’ Dialogue on “Consumer and
Business Protection through Market Monitoring”
organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Focus Group
Discussion on “Energy Supply and Efficiency
in the Industrial Sector of Bangladesh” jointly
organized by DCCI & SANEM.

Members of the Board attended the DCCI-
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) B2B Matchmaking Meeting.

Members of the Board attended the FGD on
“Decentralization and Environmental Welfare
of the Capital: Towards a Sustainable Dhaka”
organized by DCCL

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Bi-annual Economic State & Future outlook of
Bangladesh Economy- Private Sector Perspective”
organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Seminar on
“Advancing Dispute Settlement and Contract
Enforcement for Businesses” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the FGD on
“Diversifying the Export Basket: Innovation,
Export Potential and Market Expansion of the Toy
Manufacturing Industry” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board of Directors attended the
FGD on “Digital Banking for All: Bridging Gap in
Financial Inclusion” organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the FGD on
“Branding & Marketing Challenges for CMSMEs:
Unlocking Export Potential” organized by DCCI.

Board of Directors, DCCI attended the Focus
Group Discussion on Development of Bangladesh
Halal Industry: Challenges and Opportunities”
organized by DCCL

Board of Directors, DCCI attended the
Roundtable Discussion on “Smart Human
Capital Development in the Context of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution” organized by DCCI.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.
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Enamul Haque Patwary, Director, DCCI attended
the Meeting with Trade Facilitation Office (TFO)
Canada, regarding project titled “Trade for
Resilient, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic
Growth (TRISEG)”.

Members of the Board attended the FGD titled
“Development of Bangladesh Halal Industry:
Challenges and Opportunities” organized by
DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the Focus Group
Discussion on “Economic Position Index (EPI)”
organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the RTD on
“Smart Human Capital Development in the
Context of the Fourth Industrial Revolution”
organized by DCCI.

Members of the Board attended the MoU Signing
Ceremony between DCCI and Dhaka Stock
Exchange PLC.

Members of the Board attended the Webinar on
“Empowering SMEs to Expand Globally” Jointly
organized by DCCI and SHINE GOGLOBAL
Singapore.

Mr. Enamul Haque Patwary, Director, DCCI
attended the 2nd mission follow up meeting
between DCCI & the Centre for the Promotion of
Imports (CBI).

Members of the Board attended the Policy
Dissemination event on “Bangladesh Industrial
Energy Efficiency Policy: A Draft for Sustainable
Progress” jointly organized by DCCI & SANEM.

Members of the Board attended the Unveiling
Ceremony of the 2" Edition of the DCCI Journal

of Business and Economic Policy (DJBEP) and
DCCI Tax Guide 2025-26.

Signing MoU and MoC for bilateral cooperation
In the year 2025, DCCI signed Six (6) Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) and Memorandum of Cooperation
(MoC) with the following national & international
chambers and organizations:

2

*

4

2

MoU between Dhaka Chamber and Dubai
Chambers (DC), UAE

MoU between Dhaka Chamber & Sharjah Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), UAE

MoU between DCCI and National Chamber of
Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE), Sri Lanka

MoU between Dhaka Chamber and Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce (CCC), Sri Lanka
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& MoC between Dhaka Chamber and East West
University

& MoU between Dhaka Chamber and Dhaka Stock
Exchange PLC

Media Presence

DCCIs presence in the media in 2025 was quite
satisfactory. Regular seminars, focus group discussion,
roundtables, stakeholder dialogues, workshops, press
conference, budget reaction, interview, outbound
delegation activities etc. have been well-covered by the
mainstream media in Bangladesh regularly giving utmost
preference. Besides, all the press releases sent by the
Chamber to all print media were treated with care and
importance in the leading newspapers.

Moreover, as the spokesperson of the Chamber,
one to one interviews, TV talk-show, comments on
contemporary economic issues of DCCI President were
telecast throughout the year in renowned electronic
media. Regular presence of DCCI in the media enhanced
the positive image of the Chamber into a new height. Not
only in the media but also the social media sites of DCCI
are also updated with Chamber’s all activities.

Publication in the year 2025

DCCI has published the following publications during
2025

¢ Annual Report 2025

Delegation Brochure for UAE and Sri Lanka
DCCI TAX Guide 2025-26

DCCI Monthly Review

DCCI Journal of Business and Economic Policy
(DJBEP)

* 6 o o

Standing Committee activities and Board Meetings

14 Standing Committees headed by 14 members of the
Board of Directors who acted as ‘Coordinating Directors’
of these committees throughout the year conducted 36
meetings where some important policy recommendations
were made for the private sector development and support
desired economic growth. I would like to take the privilege
of thanking all coordinating Directors, Convenors, Joint
Convenors and members of all Standing Committees for
their cordial cooperation and efforts throughout the year.

11 (eleven) Board meetings and 2 (two) emergency
meetings of the Board of Directors, DCCI were held
till the end of December to discuss the managerial and
financial issues along with suggesting policy issues to
improve management efficiency of the Chamber.
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Infrastructural Development

An initiative has been taken to enhance the beautification,
structural strength and safety of the DCCI building.
This includes fire safety measures, civil repairs, leakage
resolution, and facade renovation with rooftop gardening.
These vital upgrades are on track for swift implementation.

Social Welfare Activities

During the year 2025, as a part of its humanitarian
assistance and social responsibility efforts, DCCI
Foundation undertook several public welfare activities.
To provide financial assistance to those injured during the
July Uprising and who were undergoing treatment at the
Combined Military Hospital (CMH), DCCI Foundation
contributed BDT 10,00,000 (Taka Ten Lakh) to ICC
Bangladesh.

Furthermore, during witnter season as part of the
nationwide assistance programme for the poor, distressed
and vulnerable cold-stricken people, a total of 4,000
(four thousand) blankets were distributed, at a cost of
Tk. 15,04,140/- (Taka Fifteen Lac Four Thousand One
Hundred Forty). Additionally, a sum of Tk. 1,00,000/-
(Taka One Lac) was donated to the childrens welfare
organization, “Shishuder Mukto Bayu Sebon Sangstha”
(Organization for Fresh Air for Children), to support the
conduction of its 215 annual camp.

Membership Enrollment

DCCI is being supported by a large number of members
engaged in several businesses ranging from export,
import, manufacturing, banking, insurance, shipping,
services, real estate, trading, ICT and other avenues in the
form of MSMEs. I am delighted to mention that during the
financial year (July 2024-June 2025), 1,375 new members
were enrolled and 132 inactive members revived their
membership. In addition, 4,139 members have renewed
their membership, that reflects in last financial year total
members reached 5,646.

If this trend continues, I hope, total membership
number will significantly increase by the end of this
calendar year. It is to be noted that from 17 December
2024 to 07 December 2025 total 1,482 members were
newly registered, besides 4,122 members renewed their
membership and 148 members revived their membership
during this time. Till that period total valued members of
DCCI stood 5,752.
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DCCI Accounts

This is to inform you that the financial condition of
the Chamber has improved substantially in 2025. We
have achieved Tk.5,57,97,129 as the excess of income
over expenditure after tax in 2025 whereas it was 9
months Tk.3,41,50,282 in 2024. Excess of income over
expenditure has increased by 63.38% or Tk. 2,16,46,847
in 2025 compared to previous year.

Membership subscription, building rent, interest on
deposits, training and projects are the key income
generating sources of the Chamber. Total income of the
Chamber has reached Tk.22,01,25,405 in 2025 as against
Tk. 15,32,07,767 in 2024. Income for DCCI in 2025 has
increased by 43.62% or Tk. 6,69,17,638 compared to
previous year. On the other hand, total expenditure has
increased by 38.02% or Tk. 4,52,70,790 in 2025 compared
to 2024. Total expenditure has reached Tk. 16,43,28,276
in 2025 whereas it was Tk. 11,90,57,468 in 2024.

The total savings of the Chamber in cash at Bank, cash in
hand and fixed deposits increased to Tk. 1,02,80,34,096
in 2025 from Tk. 99,33,19,814 in 2024 registering 3.49%
growth, which is equivalent to Tk. 3,47,14,282.

Distinguished Members

Let me pay solemn condolence and homage, on behalf of
DCCI family, to the departed souls belonging to eminent
politicians, nationally important, socially enlightened
persons and dignitaries from diverse streams, DCCI
members and family members of DCCI staff who left
us during 2025 and sympathy to their all grieved and
shocked family members.

Former President of Dhaka Chamber A.T.M. Waziullah,
former Senior Vice President Masudur Rahman, former
Mohammad Bashiruddin,
Directors Mostafa Zaman Abbasi, Masuk Hossain,
Khandaker Abdus Salam, Alhaj Abdul Aziz Sarkar and
Nuher Latif Khan, mother of Convener Sheikh Waliul
Islam, Rowshan Ara, former Adviser to the Caretaker
Government, eminent industrialist and Chairman of

Vice President former

Apex Group Syed Manzur Elahi, former Minister of
Industries Nurul Majid Humayun, MP, father of DCCI
Assistant Executive Secretary (Admin) Munshi Azizur
Rahman, Md. Mojibur Rahman Munshi; and former
supporting staff Abdul Karim.

In addition, profound shock and sympathy were expressed
at the death of teacher and students of Milestone School
& College in a tragic accident by Bangladesh Air Force
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training aircraft at Uttara, Dhaka, and at the casualties
caused by a fire incident at a Readymade Garments
factory in Shialbari, Mirpur.

Distinguished Members

DCCI experienced that economic momentum did not
halt, despite the adverse effects stemming from the global
economic turmoil on the global supply chain and trade
eco-system. This achievement occurred simultaneously as
the economy is rebounding from the setbacks brought on
by the country’s supply system disruption by the political
unrest weak law and order situation and geo-economic
volatility. During this tenure, we have made all possible
efforts to position DCCI as an active and visible chamber
in the country and become a crucial partner of the
government to fight against supply crunch, price hike and
inflation and to revive trade, investment and economic
activities, safeguarding the business community and
advancing the national economic and development
agenda.

I would like to congratulate the Board of Directors,
Conveners, Joint Conveners, Standing Committee
members of 2025 and all officials of the Secretariat for
their relentless work and significant contribution to
uphold the image of the Chamber at home and abroad.
I am also delighted to announce that DCCI has further
enhanced its fact-based research and policy advocacy
responsibilities and engagements for the development
of the business environment with unwavering effort and
sincerity.

It is my great honour and privilege to lead DCCI as the
President in 2025. I would like to thank all members of
the Board, former Presidents, DCCI members and all the
officials of DCCI secretariat for keeping their trust in me
to lead the DCCI in 2025.

Finally, I wish everyone good health and a long life, and
seek continued cooperation from all in the days to come.

Allah Hafiz

i

Taskeen Ahmed
President
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)

Date: 23 December, 2025.
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Economic Listing of SMEs in
Position the Capital
Index (EPI) Market

135

Days
in the Media

4

CORE RESEARCH

Bridging

Policy Gaps

US Tariff in Addressing
Imposition Non-performing
on Bangladesh Loans in Bangladesh

ECONOMIC POSITION INDEX (EPI)

DCClI initiated
Economic Position Index (EPI)
to measure quarterly shifts in economic

activity, specifically within the
manufacturing and service sectors

15 Budget Proposals Implemented

in FY2025-26 Policy Recommendations| 563

27% of Tax related . —
40% of VAT related through Seminars | s—
33% of Customs related & FGDs

DCCI's Ongoing 3 5 8

Face Lifting Project . .
Expected to be Economic Diplomacy

completed by Meetings International Delegation

December 2025 ith 22 C -
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Independent Auditor’s Report
To the members of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Report on the audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (“the Chamber”)
which comprise the Statement of Financial Position as at June 30, 2025 and the Statement of Comprehensive Income, the

Statement of Cash Flows for the year then ended and notes to the Financial Statements, including a summary of significant
accounting policies and other explanatory information.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position of the chamber as
at 30 June 2025, and its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with International
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRSs), and comply with the Companies Act, 1994 and other applicable laws and
regulations.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Our responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the financial statements section of our
report. We are independent of the Chamber in accordance with the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants’
Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (IESBA Code), and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in
accordance with the IESBA Code. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

Emphasis of Matters

We draw your attention to the note-3.3 of the financial statements, where the management has described the current
situation of the registration process of office space measuring 3,324 sft from M/s Building Technology & Ideas Ltd.

Our opinion is not modified in this respect.

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with IFRSs
and other applicable laws and regulations and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable
the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the entity’s ability to continue as a going
concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless

management either intends to liquidate the entity or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the project’s financial reporting process.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable
assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always
detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if,
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on

the basis of these financial statements.

Main Office: Gulshan Pink City, Level #7, Plot #15, Road #103, Gulshan, Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh; @ +880-2-81824-6, = agasem@aqcbd.com
Chattogram Office: Faruk Mahal (3rd Floor), Plot#93, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong-4000, Bangladesh; @ +880-31-715656, 718066,  agasemctg@aqcbd.com
Tax & Company Affairs Office: Ivory Krishnachura (5th Floor), 3/1-E, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh; & +880-2-9551103, 9584925, = agasemtax@aqcbd.com
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As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgement and maintain professional skepticism
throughout the audit. We also:

® Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error,
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

® Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances.

® Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and
related disclosures made by management.

® Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on
the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast
significant doubt on the Chamber’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty
exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial statements
or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence
obtained up to the date of our auditors’ report. However, future events or conditions may cause the Chamber to
cease to continue as a going concern.

® Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the disclosures, and
whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair

presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit
and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements

In accordance with the Companies Act 1994, section 213 (4), we also report the following:.

(a) Wehave obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief were necessary
for the purposes of our audit;

(b) Inour opinion, proper books of accounts as required by law have been kept by the Entity so far as it appeared from
our examination of these books;

(c) The statements of financial position and statement of comprehensive income dealt with by the report are in
agreement with the books of account and returns;

A. Qasem & Co.
Chartered Accountants
FRC Enlistment No: CAF-001-129

Md. Sirajul Haque FCA
Partner
Enrolment Number: 1172

DVC: 2510291172AS662621

Place: Dhaka
Date: 27 October, 2025
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Statement of Financial Position

As at 30 June 2025
Amounts in BDT
Notes Asat 30 As at 30

June 2025 June 2024
Assets
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 3.1 89,084,799 81,264,378
Intangible asset 3.2 1,023,614 1,279,517
Capital work-in progress (Gulshan centre) 3.3 70,339,200 70,339,200
Investment property 34 14,710,036 15,484,248

175,157,649 168,367,343

Current assets
Investment in FDR & Treasury Bill / Bond 4 1,022,299,803 973,088,655
Accounts receivable 5 82,810,270 78,368,369
Interest receivable 6 42,935,464 32,959,864
Advance, deposits and pre-payments 7 91,714,345 73,855,981
Inventories 1,110,828 1,405,697
Cash and cash equivalents 8 5,734,293 20,231,159

1,246,605,003 1,179,909,725
Total assets 1,421,762,652 1,348,277,068
Funds and liabilities
Current liabilities
Liabilities for expenses and services 9 2,490,264 4,153,194
Other liabilities 10 135,601,049 101,163,160
Advance building rent 11 4,545,188 4,577,088

142,636,501 109,893,442

Funds
General fund 12 1,051,830,485 1,041,045,328
DCCI relief and social welfare fund 13 31,081,551 26,097,678
DCCI development fund 14 145,055,260 125,693,844
Provision for gratuity 15 51,158,855 45,546,776

1,279,126,151 1,238,383,626
Total fund and liabilities 1,421,762,652 1,348,277,068
Footnotes:
1. Independent auditor’s report - Page 1 w
2. The accompanying notes form an integral part of these financial statements. —

Taskeen Ahmed

A. Qasem & Co.

Chartered Accountants

FRC Enlistment No: CAF-001-129
Md. Sirajul Haque FCA

Partner
Enrolment Number: 1172

DVC: 2510291172AS662621
Place: Dhaka
Date: 27 October, 2025
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President

e

Razeev H. Chowdhury
Sr.Vice President

(o, —

Dr. AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary
Secretary General (Acting)
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the period ended 30 June, 2025

Amounts in BDT
For the period from  For the period from
01 July 2024to 30 01 October 2023 to 30

Notes June 2025 June 2024
Income
A General income
Subscriptions 16 42,641,650 38,633,650
Admission fee 17 10,969,500 6,537,750
Bulletin fee 18 3,099,913 2,799,662
Certificate of origin fee 1,765,278 1,572,883
Certification and attestation fee 1,111,150 941,621
Rental income 19 28,413,206 21,778,922
Income from investment - interest 20 104,138,622 56,745,016
DBI (DCCI Business Institute) 16,135,830 17,436,787
Conference and delegation 6,149,115 3,240,000
Miscellaneous income 21 5,205,625 3,521,476
219,629,889 153,207,767
B) Extraordinary income
Projects income 22 495,516 -
495,516 -
C) Total income (A+B) 220,125,405 153.207.767
Expenditure
D)  General expenses
Pay and allowances 23 74,980,870 57,464,110
Postage and telephone 24 1,290,646 1,948,889
Printing and stationery 1,058,393 587,930
NewsFapers, bulletin and publications 25 3,909,095 2,553,273
Travelling and conveyance 182,541 166,701
Repairs and maintenance 26 4,229,404 1,791,595
Fuel and lubricants 461,030 331,100
Entertainment 663,689 655,575
Audit and legal fees 27 2,230,250 752,250
Subscription expense 867,500 305,000
Seminar ,conference and delegation 28 8,393,692 7,011,940
AGM, EGM and election expenses 3,239,319 2,331,431
Utility charges 29 3,443,017 2,024,983
Rent -Mohammadpur office 396,000 150,000
DBI (DCCI Business Institute) 14,332,546 14,466,835
Iftar party expense 1,943,652 1,942,015
Rates and taxes 1,416,132 1,116,836
Estate expenses 405,830 695,655
Reception and dinner 4,136,626 1,367,026
Employees Hajj expense 1,046,000 1,056,592
Grant to DBI College 2,152,602 3,281,022
Depreciation 9,319,987 6,400,444
Miscellaneous expenses 30 3,156,182 975,179
143,255,003 109,376,381
E) Extraordinary expenses
Project expenses 9,843 4,555
9,843 4,555
F) Total expenditure (D+E) 143,264,846 109,380,936
Excess of income over expenditure before Tax 76,860,559 43,826,831
Income tax 21,063,430 9,676,550
Excess of income over expenditure after Tax 55,797,129 34,150,282
Footnotes:
1. Independent auditor’s report - Page 1 w
2. The accompanying notes form an integral part of these financial statements. -
Taskeen Ahmed
A. Qasem & Co. President

Chartered Accountants

FRC Enlistment No: CAF-001-129 @@Q/
d é ? Razeev H. Chowdhury

Md. Sirajul Haque FCA Sr.Vice President

Partner

Enrolment Number: 1172

DVC: 2510291172AS5662621 @7/

Place: Dhaka Dr. AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary
Date: 27 October, 2025 Secretary General (Acting)
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Statement of Cash Flows
For the period 30 June 2025

Amounts in BDT
For the period For the period
ended 30 June ended 30 June
2025 2024
Cash flows from operating activities
Excess of income over expenditure for the year 55,797,129 34,150,282
Adjustment for items not involving movement of cash:
Depreciation on fixed assets 9,319,987 6,400,444
Fixed assets written off (2,443,902) (664,336)
Provision for Gratuity 5,612,079 5,166,365
(Increase) / Decrease in current assets:
Accounts receivable (4,441,901) (4,876,995)
Interest receivable (9,975,600) (1,079,373)
Advance, deposits and prepayments (17,858,365) (7,281,969)
Inventories 294,869 (133,517)
Increase / (Decrease) in current liabilities:
Liabilities for expenses and services (1,662,930) 607,355
Other liabilities 34,437,890 5,082,552
Advance building rent (31,900) 3,799,500
Net cash provided by operating activities 69,047,356 41,170,308
Cash flows from investing activities
Acquisition of fixed assets (16,265,141) (19,988,016)
Disposal of assets 2,598,751 873,783
Changes in investment in FDR (49,211,148) (18,236,851)
Net cash used in investing activities (62,877,538) (37,351,085)
Cash flows from financing activities
General fund (45,011,972) (297,257)
DCCI relief and social welfare fund 4,983,873 3,645,656
DCCI development fund 19,361,415 8,927,787
Net cash used in financing activities (20,666,684) 12,276,186
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents (14,496,866) 16,095,409
Opening cash and cash equivalents 20,231,159 4,135,750
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 5,734,293 20,231,159

Footnotes:
1. Independent auditor’s report - Page 1

2. The accompanying notes form an integral part of these financial statements.

A. Qasem & Co.
Chartered Accountants
FRC Enlistment No: CAF-001-129

Md. Sirajul Haque FCA
Partner
Enrolment Number: 1172

DVC: 2510291172AS662621
Place: Dhaka
Date: 27 October, 2025

=l

Taskeen Ahmed

President

@vy

Razeev H. Chowdhury
Sr.Vice President

(o, —

Dr. AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary
Secretary General (Acting)
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Notes to the Financial Statements
As at and for the period ended 30 June 2025

1 Background

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (here-in-after referred to as the DCCI) was incorporated on 10 March
1959 as a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Act, 1914.

1.1 Objectives

Main objectives of the DCCI are as follows:
a.  To promote and foster ideas of co-operation and mutual help amongst the members engaged in Trade,
Commerce and Industry in Bangladesh.

b.  Towatch over, protect and safeguard in general commercial and industrial interest in Bangladesh particularly
of the members engaged in business in the District of Dhaka or any other place.

c.  To consider and help in formulating the policy of Government from time to time relating to questions
pertaining to Trade, Commerce and Industry.

2 Basis of preparation of financial statements

2.1 Statement of compliance
DCCI Financial Year ended as on 30 June, 2025 as per approved by the 5th DCCI Board of Directors meeting and
financial statements have been prepared in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRSs),
the Companies Act 1994 and other applicable laws and regulations.

2.2 Functional and presentation currency
The financial statements are presented in Bangladeshi Taka (BDT) which is the Chamber’s functional currency.

2.3 Authorization for issue
The financial statements were authorized for issue by the Board of Directors on 27 October 2025.

2.4 Property, plant and equipment

(a) Recognition, measurement and subsequent cost
Items of property, plant and equipment are measured at cost less accumulated depreciation and accumulated
impairment losses, if any, according to IAS 16 Property, Plant and Equipment. The cost of an item of
property, plant and equipment comprises its purchase price, import duties and non-refundable taxes, after
deducting trade discount and rebates, and any costs directly attributable to bringing the asset to the location
and condition necessary for it to be capable of operating in the intended manner.

Subsequent costs are included in the asset’s carrying amount or recognized as a separate assets, as appropriate,
only when it is probable that future economic benefits associated with the item will flow to the company and
the cost of the item can be measured reliably.

(b) Depreciation
Depreciation on fixed assets is charged on reducing balance method at rates ranging from 2.5% to 20% per
annum depending on the estimated life of assets. Full year’s depreciation is charged on the additions to fixed
assets irrespective of the date of acquisition thereof.
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2.5 Investment property

The chamber building have been recognized as Investment property according to IAS 40. Building are allocated
as per space occupied basis. Rental spaces are 63,115 sq.ft and own occupied spaces are 25,900 sq.ft .The value
of the investment property is measured under cost model.

Depreciation
Depreciation on building is charged @ 5% on reducing balance method.

2.6 Taxation

(a) Current tax
Current tax is the expected tax payable on taxable income for the year, based on tax rates and tax laws which
are enacted at the reporting date, including any adjustment for tax payable in previous periods as per IAS 12
Income Taxes. In accordance with income tax SRO 210/2013, dated 01 July 2013, the chamber’s income is
exempted from tax except income from interest and income from business of the Chamber.

(b) Deferred tax
Deferred tax is provided on temporary differences between the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities for
financial reporting purposes and the amounts used for taxation purposes. Deferred tax is measured at the tax
rates that are expected to be applied to the temporary differences when they are reversed, based on the laws
that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the reporting date.

Deferred tax was not recognized after assessing the probability of the availability of future business income
against which temporary differences can be utilized.

2.7 Provisions
As per IAS 37 Provision, Contingent Liabilities and Contingent Assets, a provision is recognized in the statement of
financial position when there is a present obligation (legal or constructive) of a past event and when it is probable
that a outflow of economic benefits will be required to settle the obligation and a reliable estimate can be made of
the amount of the obligation.

2.8 Use of estimates and judgements
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRSs)
requires management to make judgements, estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of the
assets and liabilities and disclosure of the contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements.

2.9 Reporting period and comparative
From current year the financial statements of the Chamber covered the period from 01 July 2024 to 30 June
2025. The comparative period for the financial statements covered the period from 01 October 2023 to 30 June
2024. In previous year’s figures have been re-arranged wherever considered necessary to conform to current year’s
presentation. So, the previous period’s amount is not fully comparable. The Chamber has changed its financial year
period to comply with the regulation of Income Tax Act 2023.

2.10 Responsibility of the preparation and presentation of the financial statements
The management of the Chamber is responsible for the preparation and presentation of the financial statements.

2.11 Cash flows

The Chamber has been following Indirect Method of cash flows as per IAS 7 “Statement of Cash Flows” for
presentation.

Y A



DCCI Annual Report 2025

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

2.16

Inventories
Inventories are valued at lower of cost and net realizable value as per IAS 2 Inventory.

Revenue recognition

The Chamber recognizes revenue when the amount of revenue can be reliably measured; when it is probable that
future economic benefits will flow to the entity; and when specific criteria have been met as per IFRS 15: Revenue
from Contracts with Customers. Interest Income is recognized on accrual basis.

Employee benefits
The chamber has an unfunded gratuity for its employee. Adequate provisions have been kept the financial
statements. The chamber is in process to recognized the fund with NBR.

Related party transactions

As per TAS 24 “Related Party Transaction’, a related party is a person or entity that is related to Chamber. Related
party transaction is a transfer of resources, services, or obligations between a reporting entity and a related party,
regardless of whether a price is charged.

General

a)  Previous year’s figures have been re-arranged wherever considered necessary to conform to current year’s
presentation.

b)  Figures appearing in the Financial Statements have been rounded oft to the nearest Taka.




DCCI Annual Report 2025

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Notes to the Financial Statements

As at 30 June 2025
Amounts in BDT
As at 30 As at 30
June 2025 June 2024
3.1 Property, plant and equipment
(A) At Cost
Opening balance 160,488,910 141,374,676
Add: Additions during the year 16,265,141 19,988,016
176,754,051 161,362,692
Less: Disposals / adj. during the year (2,598,751) (873,782)
Closing balance 174,155,300 160,488,910
(B) Less: Accumulated depreciation
Opening balance 79,224,532 74,317,503
Add: Charge during the year 8,289,871 5,571,365
87,514,403 79,888,868
Less: Acc. depreciation of disposed assets (2,443,902) (664,336)
Closing balance 85,070,501 79,224,532
(A-B) Written down value 89,084,799 81,264,378
3.2 Intangible Asset
(A) At Cost
Opening balance 3,637,246 3,637,246
Add: Additions during the year - -
3,637,246 3,637,246
Less: Disposals / adj. during the year - -
Closing balance 3,637,246 3,637,246
(B) Less: Accumulated Amortization
Opening balance 2,357,729 2,131,932
Add: Charge during the year 255,903 225,797
2,613,632 2,357,729
Less: Acc. amortization of disposed assets - -
Closing balance 2,613,632 2,357,729
(A-B) Written down value 1,023,614 1,279,517
3.3 Capital work-in progress (Gulshan centre)

In 2016, DCCI purchased an office space measuring 3,324 sft from M/S Building Technology & Ideas Ltd. (BTI)
for Gulshan Centre. The total amount of Taka 7,03,39,200 were paid in 2 installments during June 2016 to
January 2017 as per contract. The registration of the space remains pending due to unsettlement of some court

cases.
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Amounts in BDT
Asat 30 Asat 30
June 2025 June 2024
3.4 Investment property
(A) At Cost
Opening balance 46,015,642 46,015,642
Add: Additions during the year - -
46,015,642 46,015,642
Less: Disposals / adj. during the year - -
Closing balance 46,015,642 46,015,642
(B) Less: Accumulated depreciation
Opening balance 30,531,394 29,928,112
Add: Charge during the year 774,212 603,282
31,305,606 30,531,394
Less: Acc. depreciation of disposed assets - -
Closing balance 31,305,606 30,531,394
(A-B) Written down value 14,710,036 15,484,248
Details are shown in the enclosed Annexure-1
4 Investment in fixed deposit (FDR & Treasury Bill /Bond )
accounts:
FDR accounts (Short term investment) 266,623,310 973,088,655
Bangladesh Bank Treasury Bill / Bond 755,676,493 -
1,022,299,803 973,088,655
5 Accounts receivable
Considered good
Building rent - 230,000
Utility charge (Electricity) 273,841 1,867,302
Utility charge (WASA) 25,346 545,318
Sponsorship and other income receivable 400,000 130,000
Current A/C with DBI-BBA 60,138,652 57,402,923
Current A/C with DCCI Foundation 21,972,431 18,192,826
82,810,270 78,368,369

Management has decided to adjust the aforesaid current A/C with DBI-BBA in 20 years effective from 2024 and
Inter related party transaction with DBI -BBA College & DCCI Foundation .
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Amounts in BDT
As at 30 As at 30
June 2025 June 2024
Interest receivable
Research F interest receivable 2,257,850 2,198,560
Scholarship F interest receivable 134,564 62,665
Retirement E interest receivable 2,454,278 1,452,388
DCCI Fund interest receivable 38,088,772 29,214,795
Interest receivable -STD /SB - 31,456
42,935,464 32,959,864
Advances, deposits and pre-payments
Advances
Advance against salaries 179,112 44,996
Advance against expenses 1,413,888 551,195
Advance income tax (TDS) 89,471,641 72,234,766
91,064,641 72,830,957
Security deposits:
PDB - Electricity connection 314,000 314,000
T&T - Telephone lines 5,540 5,540
Others 183,881 149,360
503,421 468,900
Prepayments
Prepaid insurance premium 146,283 556,124
146,283 556,124
91,714,345 73,855,981
Cash and cash equivalents
Cash in hand 68,789 48,914
Cash at Bank (Project account) 64,354 326,518
Cash at Bank 5,601,150 19,855,727
5,734,293 20,231,159
Liabilities for expenses and services
Salaries payable - 25,227
Employer’s contribution to Provident fund 199,024 194,974
Utility charges (electricity/water/gas) 583,904 392,288
Uniforms payable/AGM /Election payable 298,000 -
Provision for annual leave - 3,573
Telephone expenses 22,375 9,018
Bulletin and publications 39,996 1,655,810
Newspaper and periodicals - 15,008
Entertainment - 8,265
Fax and internet connectivity and postage 7,171 3,471
Audit fee and legal expenses 207,000 105,750
Seminar payable 40,209 528
Washing expense and others exp. payable - 32,322
Estate expenses - 97,483
Reception, dinner & delegation fee payable 108,600 4,500
Miscellaneous payable - 50,896
DBI college scholarship fund 67,000 67,000
DBI expenses 916,985 1,487,081
2,490,264 4,153,194
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Amounts in BDT
As at 30 As at 30
June 2025 June 2024
10 Other liabilities
Employees’ contribution to provident fund 281,873 279,780
Advance subscription (Note 10.1) 23,740,125 9,616,988
Subscription advance/Suspense 34,279 37,450
Security deposits 6,513,469 4,213,177
Project -METABUILD / AVC project 14,593 326,518
Credit card liabilities -CBL - 60,820
DBI training fee 1,388,087 2,727,206
Provision for Income Tax 103,628,622 83,901,221
135,601,049 101,163,160
10.1  Advance subscription (Deferred income)
Opening balance 9,616,988 11,761,050
Transferred to income 9,616,988 11,761,050
Recognized as at reporting date:
Subscriptions (note 16) 18,687,000 7,875,750
Admission fee (note 17) 3,693,000 1,165,500
Bulletin fee (note 18) 1,360,125 575,738
23,740,125 9,616,988
11 Advance building rent
Opening balance 4,577,088 777,588
Advance rent received during the year 3,441,900 5,781,600
8,018,988 6,559,188
Advance rent adjusted during the year 3,473,801 1,982,100
4,545,188 4,577,088
12 General fund
Opening balance 1,041,045,328 1,007,192,303
Prior year’s adjustment (45,011,972) (297,257)
996,033,356 1,006,895,046
Excess of income over expenditure for the year 55,797,129 34,150,282
1,051,830,485 1,041,045,328
13 DCCI relief and social welfare fund
Opening balance 26,097,678 22,452,022
Received from members during the year 4,155,800 2,864,200
Received from Interest during the year 828,073 781,456
31,081,551 26,097,678
31,081,551 26,097,678
14 DCCI development fund
Opening balance 125,693,844 116,766,057
Collections during the year 13,750,000 5,980,000
Interest on development fund FDR 5,611,416 2,947,787
145,055,260 125,693,844
15 Provision for gratuity
Opening balance 45,546,776 40,380,411
Provision made during the year 6,061,287 6,519,448
51,608,063 46,899,859
Paid during the year (449,208) (1,353,083)
51,158,855 45,546,776
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Notes to the Financial Statements
for the period ended 30 June, 2025

Amount in BDT

For the period from  For the period from
01 July 2024 to 30 01 October 2023 to 30

June 2025 June 2024
16 Subscriptions
New 13,341,750 6,552,000
Renewal 44,769,000 37,323,750
Arrear 3,190,900 2,633,650
Advance adjustment 27,000 -
61,328,650 46,509,400
Portion attributable to deferred income (note 10.1) (18,687,000) (7,875,750)
42,641,650 38,633,650
17 Admission fee
Admission fee 13,341,750 6,552,000
Re-admission fee 1,320,750 1,151,250
14,662,500 7,703,250
Portion attributable to deferred income (note 10.1) (3,693,000) (1,165,500)
10,969,500 6,537,750
18 Bulletin fee
Current 4,242,388 3,210,350
Arrear 215,700 165,050
Advance adjustment 1,950 -
4,460,038 3,375,400
Portion attributable to deferred income (note 10.1) (1,360,125) (575,738)
3,099,913 2,799,662
19 Rent
Building rent 28,204,456 21,583,809
Auditorium rent 208,750 195,113
28,413,206 21,778,922
20 Income from investment - interest
Interest from fixed deposits (Note 20.1) 103,319,268 56,591,031
Interest from STD and savings account 819,354 153,985
104,138,622 56,745,016
20.1  Interest from fixed deposits
DCCI fund 92,999,978 50,087,351
DCCI scholarship fund 1,020,955 438,801
DCCI retirement benefit fund 4,788,915 2,333,474
DCCI research fund 4,509,419 3,731,406
103,319,268 56,591,031
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Amount in BDT

For the period from  For the period from
01 July 2024 to 30 01 October 2023 to 30

June 2025 June 2024
21 Miscellaneous income
Membership forms fee 27,801 7,600
Photocopy charge realized - 90
Advertisement income 778,441 1,034,173
Services income 2,919,690 1,293,016
Commercial history book sale 2,000 -
Seminar and workshop 123,425 380,000
Membership Certificate & Pass book & Re-issue 442,400 326,000
Other income -misc 911,867 480,597
5,205,625 3,521,476
22 Projects income
Income from project 495,516 -
495,516 -
23 Pay and allowances
Pay and allowances 68,172,922 50,417,729
Provision made during the year 6,061,287 6,472,082
Employees insurance premium (Pension) 746,661 574,299
74,980,870 57,464,110
24 Postage and telephone
Postage and stamps 536,857 142,500
Telephone 75,333 50,463
Fax charges 1,187 2,700
Internet connectivity 677,269 1,753,226
1,290,646 1,948,889
25 Newspapers, bulletin and publications
Newspapers and periodicals 101,165 105,606
Bulletin 1,981,500 1,737,400
Publication 1,826,430 710,267
3,909,095 2,553,273
26 Repairs and maintenance
Car 460,535 124,090
Computer and software expense 1,812,700 408,909
Lift 164,900 139,250
AC 428,784 293,100
Generator 115,200 102,750
Building & Electrics works 394,690 261,171
Others 852,595 462,325
4,229,404 1,791,595
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29

29.1

30

31

32
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Audit and legal fees

Statutory audit

Internal audit

Legal & professional fee services

Seminar and symposium, conference and delegation
Seminar and symposium
Conference and delegation

Utility charges

Electricity

WASA

Gas

Utility reimbursement from tenants (Note-29.1)

Utility reimbursement from tenants
Electricity
WASA

Miscellaneous expenses

Gift and presentation
Festival/national day expenses
Washing expenses

ISO 9001 Certification expense
Photography

Bank charge

Training expenses

Insurance

Advertisement expenses

Service charge -membership etc.
Employees Welfare exp.
Research & Studies

Patent and trade marks

Service charge -Mohammadpur office
Others expense

Subsequent events
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Amount in BDT

For the period from  For the period from

01 July 2024 to 30

01 October 2023 to 30

June 2025 June 2024
138,000 138,000
276,000 174,250

1,816,250 440,000
2,230,250 752,250
1,809,435 2,327,769
6,584,257 4,684,171
8,393,692 7,011,940
6,581,450 3,993,438
767,931 474,348
25,810 23,902
(3,932,174) (2,466,705)
3,443,017 2,024,983
3,536,916 2,138,548
395,258 328,157
3,932,174 2,466,705
213,228 48,949
46,300 62,700
26,025 15,020
- 71,500
16,480 1,500
27,125 17,768
77,722 6,600
188,627 135,261
487,391 138,000
798,509 103,579
33,400 -
1,166,538 -
- 4,234
70,779 164,250
4,059 205,818
3,156,182 975,179

There was no non-adjusting post balance sheet event of such importance, non-disclosure of which would affect

the ability of the users of the financial statements to make proper evaluations and decisions.

Comparative statement of operating activities

Comparative statement of operating activities is shown in Annexure-2.
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
Comparative Statement of Operating Activities
For the period ended 30 June 2025
Annexure-2
Amounts in BDT

For the period from  For the period from
01 July 2024 to 30 01 October 2023 to 30

June 2025 June 2024
Particulars
Subscription income 42,641,650 38,633,650
Admission fee 10,969,500 6,537,750
Bulletin fee 3,099,913 2,799,662
56,711,063 47,971,062
Less: Pay and allowances 74,980,870 57,464,110
Surplus / (deficit) (18,269,807) (9,493,048)
Less: Utilities- net 3,443,017 2,024,983
Printing and stationery 1,058,393 587,930
Postage and telephone 1,290,646 1,948,889
Subscription and donation 867,500 305,000
News paper, bulletin and publications 3,909,095 2,553,273
Rates and taxes 1,416,132 1,116,836
Entertainment 663,689 655,575
Seminar and symposis, conference and delegation 8,393,692 7,011,940
Travelling and conveyance 182,541 166,701
AGM, EGM and election expenses 3,239,319 2,331,431
Audit and legal fee 2,230,250 752,250
Repairs and maintenance 4,229,404 1,791,595
Fuel and lubricants 461,030 331,100
Rent -Mohammadpur office 396,000 150,000
Iftar party expenses 1,943,652 1,942,015
Estate expenses 405,830 695,655
Project expenses 9,843 4,555
Depreciation 9,319,987 6,400,444
Reception and dinner 4,136,626 1,367,026
Employees Hajj expense 1,046,000 1,056,592
Grant to DBI College 2,152,602 3,281,022
Income tax expenses 21,063,430 9,676,550
Miscellaneous expenses 3,156,182 975,179
75,014,860 47,126,540
(Deficit) (93,284,667) (56,619,588)
Add: Income
Certificate of origin 1,765,278 1,572,883
Certification and attestation fee 1,111,150 941,621
Project Income 495,516 -
Conference and delegation 6,149,115 3,240,000
Miscellaneous income 5,205,625 3,521,476
14,726,684 9,275,980
(Deficit) (78,557,983) (47,343,608)
Add : Interest income 104,138,622 56,745,016
DBI ( DCCI Business Institute) -net 1,803,284 2,969,952
105,941,906 59,714,968
Surplus 27,383,923 12,371,360
Add : Rental Income 28,413,206 21,778,922

Excess of income over expenditure for the year 55,797,129 34,150,282
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Standing Committee on Country
Competitiveness and Emerging Economic
Opportunities

Bangladesh exemplifies a remarkable ascent in country
competitiveness, with a consistent GDP growth rate of
4.22%in FY2024-25. The countryhassuccessfullyachieved
lower-middle-income status and is on track for LDC
graduation by 2026. This competitiveness is now fostering
diverse emerging economic opportunities beyond the
apparel sector, like leather goods, light engineering,
pharmaceuticals, agro-processing, and shipbuilding are
gaining global traction. Strategic location, demographic
dividend, and improved connectivity with regional
markets enhance Bangladesh’s investment appeal. To
sustain competitiveness, policy reforms focusing on ease
of doing business, innovation, and skills development are
crucial. With the upcoming graduation from the LDC
category, Bangladesh must embrace technology-driven
productivity and sustainable growth to secure its position
as a dynamic economy in the global market. Considering
these issues, the Country Competitiveness and Emerging
Economic Opportunities-2025 Standing Committee
of DCCI played a vital role during the year. The main
objective of the Committee was to examine existing
policies, laws, rules and procedures of Bangladesh and
recommend the way forward to make Bangladesh more
competitive in local and export market, especially after
the LDC graduation.

In 2025, the standing committee organized 3 (three)
meetings in total. Since the leather sector stands as the 2™
highest export earner, yet it contributes only around 2%
of the total export basket. The committee recognizes the
need for deeper discussion on its underlying challenges
and opportunities. The sector continues to face major
challenges, including receiving 60-70% lower price
in global market due to the absence of internationally
recognized environmental certification, while the
upcoming LDC graduation poses further risk by
potentially removing duty-free, quota-free market access
benefits. In view of the above, the committee organized
a Focus Group Discussion titled “Sustainable Export
Growth in Post-LDC Era: Strategies for the Leather
Sector” on Sunday, 25" May, 2025 at DCCI Auditorium.

The discussion aims to identify the current challenges
facing the leather industry and to explore strategic
pathways for enhancing its export competitiveness
in the post-LDC era. Taskeen Ahmed, President of
DCCI, delivered the welcome address and subsequently
moderated the event. The keynote presentation was
delivered by Syed Nasim Manzur, President of LFMEAB
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and Former President of MCCI. Adilur Rahman Khan,
Honorable Adviser to the Ministry of Industries,
Government of Bangladesh, graced the event as the Chief
Guest. The event was also attended by Special Guests
Md. Hafizur Rahman, Administrator of FBCCI, and
Md. Saiful Islam, Chairman of the Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation (BSCIC).

The committee members include Rasheed Mymunul
Islam, Coordinating Director; Md. Shamim Bhuiyan,
Convenor; Mohammad Mahfuj Khan, Joint Convenor;
and Kanij Fatima, Joint Convenor. The other general
members of the committee include: Eazaz Mohammed,
Minhazur Rahman, Rifat Khandaker, Salim Shahed, Tanjil
Ahmed Ruhullah, Mehedi Hashan, H.M. Saifur Rahman
(Saif), Mahbubul Alam, M. Jahangir Alam, FCMA, Saud
Sadrul Anam, Kazi Shah Muzakker Ahmadul Hoque,
Ehsan E Moazzam, Tasnuva Ahmed, Adib Hossain Babul.

Standing Committee on Customs, VAT,
Taxation & NBR Related Issues

This year, the Standing Committee on Customs, VAT,
Taxation, and NBR-Related Issues has been keen to
scrutinize, examine, and enhance the rules and policies
on customs, value-added tax, taxation as well as other
NBR-related matters. The committee has also made useful
policy proposals that would rationalize and streamline
the taxation system to make business operation in the
country more favorable. It has also come up with a number
of powerful, appropriate, and positive recommendations
that can be taken into consideration when formulating
the National Budget during FY2025-26.

The committee also used a detailed annual program plan,
which was developed at the start of the year and followed
up during the period of reporting. Three (3) meetings
of the Standing Committee took place during the year.
One of those meetings was aimed at prepartion of the
DCCI National Budget Proposal-2025. In this regard,
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
made forty-two (42) proposals to the National Board of
Revenue (NBR). Of these, six were fully implemented,
nine were partially implemented and twenty-seven were
not implemented. DCCI was implementing 14.29 percent
of its proposals wholly, 21.43 percent in parts and 64.28
percent in parts of the areas of income tax, VAT and
import duty.

More examination reveals that four income tax proposals
(27 percent) and six VAT proposals (40 percent) and five
customs proposals (33 percent) were fully or partially put
into effect. Some of the income tax proposals including
those regarding Section 55 pertaining to disallowance
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of deductions in specific instances, Section 72 regarding
accounting method to determine income, Section 106 on
deduction of tax at the source on interest on securities,
as well as the Section 264(3) concerning the requirement
to provide evidence of having submitted the returns were
enacted. Under VAT proposals, the provisions that have
been implemented are Section 68 on carryforward and
refund of negative net amount, Section 69 on refunding
of negative net amount without carryforward, Section 70
on application of refunded amount, Section 85 on penalty
provisions of various non-compliances and failures,
and Section 2(57) are turnover threshold and turnover
tax rate of non-Vatable business. Some of the customs
proposals that were introduced such as the refund of
Advance Income Tax (AIT) in the importation stage as
well as the Section 2(18Ka)(b) dealing with the coverage
and exceptions of inputs such as refrigerators and freezers
were adopted wholly or in part.

Along with such policy and advocacy activities, capacity-
building and knowledge-sharing events were also held
by the committee throughout the year. To increase
the awareness and compliance of the stakeholders, a
seminar on IFRS of SMEs and a workshop on taxation
and e-return submission were well conducted. In general,
the Standing Committee has been active and productive
all through the year in terms of providing useful insights
and suggestions on how to make the fiscal policies better,
contribute to the reforms of NBR, and make sure that
the interests of business are represented in the national
taxation system appropriately.

M. Mosharrof Hossain was the Coordinating Director of
this standing committee. Lutful Hadee, FCA, LLM was
the Convenor of the committee while Md. Shafiqul Alam,
FCMA, FCS, FCA and Md. Abdul Matin, FCMA served
the committee as Joint Convenors. As members of the
committee A. K. D. Khair Mohammad Khan, Md. Lutfor
Rahman, Md. Nazmul Hoque, Dr. M Munirul Islam,
Md. Monjurul Ahasan, Md. Monir Hossain Salim, Md.
Hossain Khan Milan, Asad Chowdhury, Shahid Alam,
Mahbubul Alam, Md. Abul Kalam Azad, A. K. Golam
Kibria, FCA, Masud Ahmed LLB, ITP, MBA, Sailendra
Nath Roy played their valued role as distinguished
members of the committee. Snehasis Barua, FCA was the
adviser of this committee.

Standing Committee on Financial Sector

The Standing Committee worked as a platform to deal
with all matters, issues & problems related to financial
sector and to make policy recommendations and review
the present functioning of the Banking, Financial
Institutions, Insurance and Capital Market & Venture
Capital Sectors, Money Market, NBFIs.
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During the year 2025 the Committee organized a
seminar titled “Current Challenges in the Banking
Sector: Borrowers’ Perspective” on June 28, 2025 at DCCI
Auditorium. Dr. Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Special
Assistant to the Chief Adviser, Economic Relations
Division, Ministry of Finance and Dr. Md. Ezazul Islam,
Executive Director, Monetary Policy Department,
Bangladesh Bank were attended the event as the Chief
Guest & Special Guest respectively. Mr. Hossain Khaled,
Group Managing Director, Anwar Group of Industries
and former President, DCCI, Mr. Abdul Hai Sarker,
Chairman, Bangladesh Association of Banks, Mr.
Fazle Shamim Ehsan, Executive President, BKMEA &
Managing Director, Fatullah Apparels Limited, Mr. Mati
Ul Hasan, Managing Director, Mercantile Bank PLC
and Ms. Sohana Rouf Chowdhury, Managing Director,
Rangs Motors Limited also joined the event as designated
discussants.

Immediate Former President Mr. Ashraf Ahmed was
the Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee
and Dr. Mosttafa Shazzad Hasan FCA CPA was the
Convenor while Mr. Furkaan N. Hossain and Mr. Misbah
Uddin Affan Yusuf were the Joint Convenors of the
Standing Committee for the year of 2025. The members
of the Standing Committee were Mr. A. K. D. Khair
Mohammad Khan, Mr. Mamun Akbar, Mr. Md. Jasim
Uddin Sikder, Mr. Md. Kabir Hossen, Mr. Md. Nazmul
Hoque, Mr. Md. Golam Masud, Mr. Nabiullah Babu, Mr.
Md. Ezaz Hossain, Mr. Mahbubul Hoque and Mr. H.M.
Saifur Rahman (saif).

Standing Committee on Urbanization
and Decentralization

Standing =~ Committee =~ on  Urbanization  and
Decentralization-2025 focused on promoting sustainable
urban housing and encouraging decentralization by
formulating policy suggestions and recommendations to
the concerned Ministries and Government agencies for

sustainable development of the country.

Dhaka is the capital city of Bangladesh which is densely
populated, while the economy, administration and social
services of the country are centrally concentrated in
this city. Currently 40% of the total urban population of
Bangladesh lives in Dhaka. Decentralization and planned
urbanization are urgently needed to save Dhaka as well
as the country from the current critical situation. For
this reason, streamlining various services provided by
different organizations relating to the urban housing
sector development, improvement of habitation and
livability in urban life, separate zoning for commercial and
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residential area, development of relevant infrastructure
and utility services were prioritized and persuaded at
various policy making levels by this Standing Committee
during this year.

Three (03) meetings were held under this standing
committee during the year 2025 and the recommendations
by the committee was to arrange the FGD on
decentralization and environmental welfare of the capital.

On 23" August 2025, the FGD titled “Decentralization
and Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards a
sustainable Dhaka” was successfully arranged by this
Committee. Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Honorable Adviser,
Ministry of Forest and Climate Change, Government
of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh attended as
Chief Guest and Engr. Reazul Islam, Chairman, RAJUK
attended as Special Guest. Architect Mr. Igbal Habib
presented the keynote paper.

Outcome of FGD:

1. An integrated development authority is needed
to oversee all urban projects under a single
framework for accountability.

2. Dhaka’s excessively centralization must be reduced
by developing regional towns and secondary
cities with adequate infrastructure, industries,
healthcare, and educational facilities so that
economic opportunities and population growth
are distributed more evenly across the country.

3. Dhaka should be divided into three categories—
administrative, economic and population based-
supported by decentralization strategies, rural
development and empowered local government.

4. A polycentric urban system should be developed
in Bangladesh, where multiple cities grow as strong
centers of governance, economy, and services,
thereby ensuring balanced national development
and reducing Dhaka’s vulnerability etc.

Md. Mostafa Kamal, PEng Director, DCCI acted as
the Coordinating Director; Md.Shihab Ad Din as the
Convenor; M. Khairul Alam and Golam Mostafa Rocky
acted as Joint Convenor of this Standing Committee. The
other Members of the Standing Committee were: M Abu
Hurairah, Kazi Mohd. Abu Sufian, Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed,
Muntasir Karim, Md. Mojibur Rahman (Mamun).

Standing Committee on Energy
The Standing Committee addressed issues related to

national energy security, with particular emphasis on
ensuring an uninterrupted supply of energy and power at
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competitive prices for the industrial and manufacturing
sectors. It recommended the development and adoption
of alternative energy sources and prioritized the
exploration and extraction of both offshore and onshore
resources. The committee also proposed the introduction
of LNG and LPG in industrial manufacturing to enhance
Bangladesh’s self-reliance in meeting the growing energy
and power demands of this sector. Energy efficiency was
identified as a crucial factor for achieving sustainable
energy security.

In addition, the committee stressed the necessity of
enhancing domestic natural gas extraction to strengthen
future energy security. It also advocated for the adoption
of alternative energy sources—such as renewable energy,
imported hydroelectricity, biogas, hydrogen fuel cells, and
ethanol—as viable strategies to mitigate the prevailing
energy challenges in the industrial sector. The committee
further underscored the need for relevant policy reforms
and the formulation of comprehensive guidelines to
support these initiatives.

Moreover, the committee highlighted the importance
of establishing a rational LNG and LPG ecosystem
supported by robust infrastructure to ensure long-term
energy security. This strategic approach aims to address
the challenges arising from Bangladesh’s upcoming
graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC)
status and to facilitate export diversification.

During the year, the committee convened two meetings
to discuss the acute shortages of gas and electricity supply
to local industries, the lack of initiatives from relevant
authorities to explore and extract gas and oil from
potential oftshore and onshore sites, and the slow adoption
of alternative energy sources. The recommendations
formulated by the committee were placed before the
Board for consideration and subsequently submitted to
the concerned government authorities with the Board’s
approval.

Mr. Saif Uddowlah, Director, DCCI was the Coordinating
Director of this standing committee. Engr. Md. Nurul
Aktar was the Convenor, Mr. Md. Salauddin Yousuf and
Mr. Md. Aminul Islam played the role of Joint Convenors.
As members of the committee Mr. Partha Pratim
Choudhury, Mr. Kazi Hassan Sharif, Mr. Sk. Shahidullah,
Mr. Ahmed Samir Pasha , Mr. Md. Jahangir Al Jilani, Dr.
Sayed Zahurul Haque, Mr. Md. Alauddin, Mr. Ubaidollah
Anwar Bulbul, Mr. M A Reaz, Mr. Md. Ezaz Hossain,
Mr. Md. Dulal Hossain played their valued role in this
committee.
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Standing Committee on Infrastructure

The Infrastructure Standing Committee-2025 focused
on the improvement of the transport and logistical
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infrastructure (in ports, waterways, and railway systems)
in Bangladesh to enable efficient transportation all over
the country. Some of the highlighted issues include
improvements of the river and train operations, resolving
the legal and VAT problems, and addressing the problem
of insufficient port equipment to enhance the efficiency
of its operations. Moreover, the acceleration of the entire
commercial process of Matarbari Deep Seaport was
identified as one of the priorities in line with the increased
demand in the logistics of the port. The committee further
proposed that expanding the use of scanners in air cargo
operations would increase the revenue collection of the
government. It was also proposed that the uniformity
of H.S. codes be ensured, as well as that penalties for
inbound shipments by customs be mitigated to enhance
port logistics efficiency.

Under this standing committee, two meetings were
held during the year 2025. The two meetings were held
on 11 February 2025 and 20 April 2025. The committee
concluded during the meetings that unlocking the
full potential of Bangladesh’s logistics sector presents
a multifaceted challenge that demands coordinated,
strategic action across several key areas. In order to build
an efficient, integrated, and sustainable logistics system
aligned with the country’s long-term economic goals,
the committee organized a seminar titled “Enhancing
Bangladesh’s Logistics Sector for Sustainable Economic
Growth” on 29 June 2025.

Dr. Sheik Moinuddin, Special Assistant to the Hon’ble
Chief Adviser, Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges,
Government of Bangladesh, graced the event as the Chief
Guest. The keynote presentation was delivered by Dr. M.
Masrur Reaz, Chairman and CEO, Policy Exchange of
Bangladesh. The event was also attended by Special Guests
Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, Chairperson, Business Initiative
Leading Development (BUILD) and Mr. Md. Salim
Ullah, Chairman, Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Corporation (BIWTC), Government of Bangladesh.
A distinguished panel of discussants contributed their
insights following the keynote presentation. The panel
included Mr. Humayun Kabir, Senior Project Officer
(Transport) ADB; Mohammad Naquib Uddin Khan,
President, Bangladesh Supply Chain Management
Society (BSCMS); Mr. Shamim Ul Hug, Country
Director, DP World, Bangladesh; Mr. Alamgir Morshed,
Executive Director & CEQ, IDCOL; and Mr. Md. Habibur
Rahman, Additional Secretary, Member (Admin and
Planning), Chittagong Port Authority. Around 150
participants were present in the seminar. Many important
recommendations have emerged in this seminar. Some of
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the recommendations are given below:

¢ Develop and implement a comprehensive long-
term master plan for the logistics sector spanning
25 to 50 years, guiding sustainable infrastructure
policy sectoral

investment, reforms, and

development.

¢ Build a multidimensional, multimodal transport
ecosystem that integrates roads, railways, inland
waterways, seaports, air transport, and digital
infrastructure for seamless cargo movement and
enhanced connectivity.

¢ Construct dedicated  freight
including a priority expressway for trucks and
lorries between Chattogram Port and Sitakunda,
and expand national highways with dedicated
cargo lanes, axle-load controls, and congestion
mitigation measures.

expressways,

The seminar played an important role in drawing the
attention of policymakers to key focus areas, such as
enhancing trade competitiveness, attracting long-term
domestic and international investment, and ensuring
effective project execution through real-time monitoring,
evaluation, and digital governance.

Infrastructure Standing Committee-2025 comprises
of Engr. M A Wahab, Coordinating Director; Mr. Md.
Abrarul Alam, Convenor; Mr. Md. Mohin Uddin Bulbul,
Joint convenor; Mr. Syed Nabiur Rahman, Joint convenor;
Mr. Muntasir Kareem, Member; Mr. Kazi Mohd. Abu
Sufian, Member; Mr. Md. Sakhayet Ullah, Member; Mr.
Rabiul Alam, Member; Mr. Sharif Shaham Al Waffin,
Member; Mr. Amid Al Aziz, Member; Mr. Salim Shahed,
Member; Mr. Noor-E-Alam, Member; Mr. Abdullah Al
Mamun, Member.

Standing Committee on Industrial
& Trade Policies

This Standing committee under the umbrella of
DCCI persistently to play a major role in formulating
and recommending policy measures that strengthen
Bangladesh’s industrial and trade ecosystem. The
committee provides strategic inputs to promote
industrial competitiveness, post-LDC readiness, export
diversification, and industrial policy reform, reaffirming
DCCI’s commitment to supporting sustainable and
inclusive economic growth. By engaging policymakers,
business leaders, and development experts, the committee
serves as an effective platform bridging the gap between
the government and private sector.
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In 2025, the committee organised three (3) meetings and
two (2) major events focusing on critical national policy
priorities:
1) Seminar titled “Export-Import Policies in
Bangladesh: Requirements and Challenges
upon LDC Graduation” held on May 24, 2025,
at the DCCI Auditorium. This seminar brought
together policymakers, economists, and private
sector representatives to deliberate on the policy
adjustments required for Bangladesh’s smooth
transition from Least Developed Country (LDC)
status by 2026. Dr. Selim Raihan, Professor of
Economics, University of Dhaka, and Executive
Director, SANEM, present the keynote paper. Mr.
Lutfey Siddiqi, Special Envoy on International
Affairs to the Chief Adviser, attended as Chief
Guest, along with senior officials from EPB,
NBR, and ERD as special guests. Distinguished
discussants from major trade bodies and industries
shared insights on export diversification, trade
facilitation, and regulatory reforms essential for
ensuring competitiveness in the post-LDC era.

2) FocusGroup Discussion (FGD) titled “Diversifying
the Export Basket: Innovation, Export Potential
and Market Expansion of the Toy Manufacturing
Industry” organized on September 23, 2025, at
the DCCI Auditorium.The FGD highlighted the
emerging export potential of Bangladesh’s toy
manufacturing industry, emphasizing innovation,
investment opportunities, and policy reforms
to expand global market access. The keynote
presentation was given by Mr. Shamim Ahmed,
President, BPGMEA and Managing Director,
Jalalabad Polymer Industries. Mr. Martin Dawson,
Deputy Development Director, British High
Commission, and Mr. Muhammad Mubinul
Kabir, Member (Customs: Policy & ICT), NBR
were present at the event as the Special Guests.
The open discussion engaged policymakers,
environmental and industrial experts, and
leading toy manufacturers, generating actionable
recommendations for building a globally
competitive toy sector.

The Standing Committee comprises Nayeemur Rahman,
Coordinating Director; Rashad Kabir, Convenor; Dr.
Md. Rezaul Hakim and Nur Alam, Joint Convenors. The
other members of the Standing Committee are as follows:
Hossain Akhtar, M. Abu Hurairah, M. Anwarul Haque,
Hafizur Rahman Khan, Eazaz Mohammed, Md. Zakaria
Habib Khan Shishir, Md. Mojibur Rahman (Mamun),
Laila Israt Jahan, Md. Abul Hasan Abdullah, Raihanul,
Abdul Al Murad, Md. Jasim Uddin Sikder, Salim Shahed,
and Ashfaqur Rahman.
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Standing Committee on Industry &
Academia

Mr. Syed Mamnun Quader, Director, DCCI and the
Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee; Ms.
Ismat Jerin Khan, the Convenor, Mr. Md. Ikram Dhali
and Dr. Mohammad Naveed Ahmed are the Joint-
Convenors of this Standing Committee. Other members
of the Standing Committee are: Mr. Md. Rafeuzzaman,
Engr. Rifat Khandaker, Mr. Kazi Hassan Sharif, Mr.
Tanjil Ahmed Ruhullah, Dr. Quazi Taif Sadat, Mr.
Kamrul Hasan Shayok, Mr. M. M. Masumuzzaman, Mr.
Mahbubul Hoque, Mr. Sayed Habibur Rahman and Mr.
Mir Shakwawat Hossain.

Main Terms of Reference (ToR):
Main Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Standing
Committee on “Industry & Academia 2025” of DCCI
could be summarized as follows:

1. To recommend appropriate policies for national
skills development initiative of Government.

2. To undertake relevant program as and when
assigned by the Board of Directors/President.

3. Committee may adopt any other important issue
relevant to the subject matter with the consent of
the President.

Number of Meetings:

Three (03) meetings of the Standing Committee
were held on February 23, May 13, and August 12,
2025. The following activities were undertaken as per
recommendations of the Standing Committee with due
approval of DCCI Board of Directors.

¢ In the first meeting, the Committee recommended
conducting a survey with DCCIs R&D
Department to identify gaps between industry
needs and academic outputs, and proposed
signing MoCs/MoUs with various universities.

¢ In the second meeting, it advised submitting
the draft questionnaire for Board approval and
sharing the final version with all DCCI members
via Google Form.

¢ Inthethird meeting, the Committee recommended
organizing a roundtable discussion on “Smart
Human Capital Development in the Context of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR)” by October,
2025.

Implementation Status:

All Recommendations of this Standing Committee are
approved by the board and maximum recommendations
are implemented by this committee successfully.

DCCI Annual Report 2025

Conclusion:

In 2025, the Committee effectively coordinated its
activities, signing a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)
with East West University (EWU) on September 4, 2025
and successfully organizing a Roundtable Discussion on
“Smart Human Capital Development in the Context of
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR)” on October 27,
2025, at DCCI Auditorium.
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Standing Committee on Digital Economy &
Information Technology

The Digital Economy & Information Technology Standing
Committee is a distinguished platform dedicated to
providing policy recommendations to Bangladesh’s
pertinent ministries and governmental entities.
These recommendations aim to facilitate the effective
establishment of a comprehensive framework that
institutionalizes processes, delineates responsibilities,
authorities and enforces accountability. The overarching
objective is to ensure the judicious and strategic utilization
of information technology in both the government and
private sectors.

In the year 2025, the Committee convened three (03)
official meetings at DCCI and through the digital platform.
During these meetings, the Committee embarked on
initiatives aimed at enhancing the IT industry and various
sectors seeking to strengthen their business landscapes.
These initiatives encompassed the development and
integration of diverse services undertaken to improve the
working capacity of business stakeholders.

This Standing Committee also provides valuable counsel
to the DCCI IT Department, aiding in its strategic
planning and monitoring activities, which include
organizing online webinars and seminars, overseeing
IT operations and governance and standardizing IT
products. It ensures that the IT strategy remains aligned
with broader organizational objectives while evaluating
proposed IT departmental initiatives and assigning
priorities accordingly.

In furtherance of its mission, the Committee organised a
Focus Group Discussion titled “Digital Banking for All:
Bridging Gap in Financial Inclusion” on 25th September
2025 at the DCCI Auditorium. This event helped
participants understand the processes and functionalities
of digital banking and explore ways to bridge the gap in
financial inclusion.

In the year 2025, Mr. Saif Uddowlah, Director of DCCI,
assumed the role of Coordinating Director of the
Committee with Mr. Mir Shahrukh Islam serving as the
Convener, Mr. Md. Saifur Rahman and Mr. Waeez R.
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Hossain as Joint Conveners. The Committee comprised
esteemed members including Mr. Mamun Akbar, Mr.
Md. Monir Hossain Salim, Mr. Md. Mosiur Rahman, Mr.
S.M. Rafiqul Islam, Mr. Zakaria Habib Khan Shishir, Mr.
Irfan Islam, Mr. Md. Arif Haider, Mr. Md. Abul Hasnat,
Mr. S.M. Mejba-Ul-Haque, Mr. Md. Jobaer Kabir, Mr.
Taimur Rahman, and Mr. Mahbubul Hoque.

Standing Committee on Trade Facilitation
& Regional Integration

The DCCI Standing Committee on Trade Facilitation
& Regional Integration-2025 continued to advance its
strategic agenda aimed at enhancing market access and
strengthening regional connectivity.

As part of its initiatives, the Committee focused on
organizing B2B matchmaking meetings, guiding DCCI
in organizing outbound business delegation and hosting
inbound trade mission. The Committee played an
effective role in guiding DCCI to organize DCCI business
delegation to UAE and DCCI business delegation
to Sri Lanka in 2025. In addition, the Committee
provided recommendations for reactivating MoU with
an international partner chambers and facilitated the
arrangement of a total of 961 B2B meetings during the
year.

The Committee convened two meetings- on 12 April
2025 and 19* July 2025, to review progress and align on
strategic objectives. The Committee was also engaged
in policy advocacy aimed at diversifying Bangladesh’s
export and import markets, with a particular focus on
African region, which present promising opportunities
for expanding our export portfolio.

Trade Facilitation & Regional Integration Standing
Committee-2025 composed of Mr. Kamrul Hasan Tuhin,
Coordinating Director; Mr. Zerif Aftab, Convenor; Mr.
Maimun Ur Rashid Mustafa, Joint Convenor; Mr. Osman
Haidar, Joint Convenor; The Committee comprised
esteemed members including Mr. Parvez Ahmed, Mr.
Mehedi Hashan, Mr. Amir Hamza, Mr. Kawsar Ahmed
Bhuiyan, Mr. Nur-E-Alam, Mr. Arif Hossain, Mr.
Mohammad Nizam Uddin, Mr. Shahed Ahmed, Mr. Md.
Zakaria Habib Khan Shishir, Mr. Md. Jahangir Al Jilani,
Mr. Mamunur Rashid, Mr. Md. Abul Hasan Abdullah,
Mr. Gazi Motin Hossain, Engr. Md. Abdush Sobhan,
Mr. M M Masumuzzaman, Mr. Atikur Rahman and Mr.
Maruf Sikder.




DCCI Business Institute (DBI)

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) is one of the pioneer
institutes of Bangladesh, established by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), to train
and upgrade the attitude, knowledge and skills of
entrepreneurs, managers, executives, organizations and
job seekers to develop their capacity and make them
forward-looking to deal more successfully with the
business world so as face the challenges of globalization
and exploit emerging opportunities in a competitive
global market. Since its inception in 1999, DBI has
been conducting various short, medium and long-term
training programmes to enhance the capacity of business
enterprises.

During this year (2025), DCCI Business Institute (DBI)
has been conducting various training programmes as per
its Training Calendar 2025. The main activities of DBI are
narrated below:

DBI has successfully executed 4 (four) batches of its
six-month Postgraduate Diploma (PGD) in ‘Customs,
VAT & Income Tax Management, and 4 batches of
PGD in ‘International Trade (Export & Import)
Management, jointly with American International
University-Bangladesh (AIUB). DBI has also successfully
implemented 2 batches of PGD in ‘Supply Chain
Management, jointly with Daffodil International
University (DIU). In this year, a total of 266 participants
has participated in these PGD programmes.

DBI has successfully conducted four batches of the three-
month-long online certificate courses titled ‘Leadership
and Management’; three batches of ‘Financial
Technology (FIN-TECH)’; and two batches of ‘Business
Data Analysis and Financial Forecasting. In addition
of these, a new batch of the online certificate course on
‘FinTech, Financial Data Analysis & Forecasting’ has
been launched in October 2025, jointly with Daffodil
International University (DIU).

DBI has also organized four batches of the three-month-
long online certificate course on ‘Financial Accounting
(FA), and has launched a new certificate course on
‘Accounting for Managerial Decision) in collaboration
with the Institute of Cost and Management Accountants

of Bangladesh (ICMAB). DBI has also successfully
executed three batches of three-month-long online
certificate courses on ‘Professional Marketing, and
has launched a new certificate course on ‘Business,
Marketing Management, & Technology’ jointly with
American International University-Bangladesh (AIUB)
in this year. A total of 191 participants have participated
in these certificate courses.

DBI has also conducted 24 daylong training courses
and workshops during the year, engaging around 313
participants. DBI has expanded its new horizon by
providing consultancy services to corporate organizations
for arranging customized training programs. As a part
of this initiative, DBI has been providing consultancy
and support to BRAC and Bangladesh Coast Guard in
organizing different in-house training courses for their
officials.

These courses are aimed at providing participants with
essential knowledge and skills in the fields of finance,
marketing, accounting and data analysis, international
trade, taxation and supply chain management, etc. to
enhance their professional development. In-total 770
participants have trained by DBI in this year.

In this year, DBI has signed a Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) with East West University (EWU)
to further expand and strengthen its training and
capacity-building activities. Through this partnership,
both institutions aim to collaborate in designing and
implementing joint training programs, and other
academic-industry linkage activities.

The participants of DBI’s courses expressed their high
level of satisfaction with the outcomes, which enhanced
their forward-looking attitude as well as their practical
and theoretical knowledge and skills. They mentioned
that the courses broadened their perspectives and
boosted their confidence to perform their professional
responsibilities more effectively. The participants also
requested that such courses could be continued in the
future. DBI continues to expand its training horizons with
demand-driven training courses and remains committed
to becoming a center of excellence in business education
and professional development.
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DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College

(A College with a Difference)

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College as a forward
looking educational institution is committed to providing
excellence, fostering innovation and ensuring a holistic
student development framework that blends academic
learning with personal and professional growth. Since its
establishment in 2011, DBI College has been continuously
offering high-quality and industry-relevant education
that empowers students to flourish and grow in a rapidly
changing global landscape. Currently, three batches
are actively pursuing their studies and DBI College is
enthusiastically preparing to welcome 14th batch to
continue its legacy of academic excellence.

Looking ahead, DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College
envisions becoming a center of excellence in business
education by integrating academic insight with industry
relevance and global perspectives. As part of its forward-
looking strategy, the college continues to expand academic
programs, practical learning initiatives and foster greater
collaboration with local and international educational
institutions. DBI College also plans to introduce more
digital learning tools and skill-based training programs to
prepare students for the evolving demands of the modern
business world.

To nurture creativity and uncover hidden talents in
multiple cultural and extracurricular fields, students at
DBI College actively participate in a wide range of clubs
and programs. These include Debating Club, Reciting
Club, Cultural Club, Career Club and so on. Through
these platforms, students not only showcase their artistic,
intellectual and leadership skills but also engage in
collaborative learning, build confidence and develop
interpersonal abilities. Regular involvement in these clubs
enriches students’ skills and experiences, encourages
overall growth and prepares them for a successful career.

Students of DBI College have consistently demonstrated
exceptional results and outstanding performances in
all national university examinations, reflecting the high
academic standards and quality of education provided by
the institution. From 1st batch to 9th batch, approximately
50% of the students have attained CGPA 3.5 or above,
highlighting their dedication, hard work and academic

excellence. These remarkable achievements underscore
the effectiveness of the college’s teaching methodologies
and the supportive learning environment that encourages
students to reach their full potential.

Students of DBI College have the opportunity to undertake
internships in renowned organizations across the country.
Many of our students have already completed internships
in prestigious institutions, including Bangladesh Bank,
Anwar Group of Industries and so on. Additionally,
students from DBI College enjoy special privileges to take
part in internship programs at the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industries (DCCI).

Preparations are underway to attract more students for
the upcoming 14th Batch in 2025. With the support
of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industries
(DCCI), DBI College successfully organized a Student
Felicitation Program for the HSC Session 2024-2025
on Tuesday, 18th February 2025. Students from various
colleges across Dhaka City participated and greatly
enjoyed the event. In addition, DBI College has launched
an extensive promotional campaign on social media,
including facebook boosting, page promotions, direct
communication with potential candidates through
messenger and personalized phone follow-up.

In conclusion, DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College
continues to uphold its vision of excellence by combining
quality education with innovation, practical learning
and strong industry connections. With a commitment
to developing skilled, confident and ethically driven
professionals, DBI College strives to prepare its students
to meet the challenges of a dynamic global business
environment.
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Trade Facilitation and International Affairs Department

Aligned with the strategic objectives of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) for the year 2025,
the Trade Facilitation and International Affairs (TF &
IA) Department played an important role in advancing
commercial diplomacy, strengthening international trade
connectivity, enhancing market intelligence support and
expanding cross-border business opportunities.

In pursuant to these objectives, a series of high-impact
initiatives was implemented, including organizing
global B2B networking, arranging outbound business
delegations, hosting inbound trade missions, revitalizing
partnerships with international chambers, fostering
collaboration with diplomatic missions, conducting trade
research and market analyses and providing strategic
policy advocacy on export diversification and market
access issues.

These initiatives collectively contributed to fostering
export market access, facilitating imports and promoting
investment collaboration for DCCI members, while
advancing Bangladesh’s broader economic interests on
the global stage.

The major initiatives undertaken by the Trade Facilitation
Department in 2025 are summarized below:

¢ Economic Diplomacy and Trade Promotion:
Organized 35 bilateral meetings with High
Commissioners, Ambassadors, Foreign dignitaries
from 22 countries, including engagements with
Ministers from Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Gambia and
Canada.

¢ Outbound Business Delegations: Organized two
stand-alone outbound business delegations and
facilitated participation in five international fairs
and expos.

¢ Inbound Business Delegations: Hosted a total
of six inbound business delegations representing
three countries.

¢ Creating Market Access and International Trade
Connectivity Opportunities for DCCI Members:
Arranged approximately 1206 B2B matchmaking
meetings, connecting 317 DCCI member
companies with over 461 foreign enterprises.

¢ Trade Research and Market
Support: Compiled and published 71 country-
specific bilateral trade and investment statistics,
made accessible through the DCCI website.

Intelligence

¢ Partnership Reactivation: Conducted 26
meetings — both virtual and in-person — with 23
foreign chambers and trade promotion agencies
across 14 countries.

¢ MoU Signing and Reactivation: Signed 4
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with 4
international chambers of commerce from two
countries to promote and facilitate trade.

¢ Enhancing Information Flow on Global Trade
Engagements and Connecting DCCI Members:
Circulated 25 informational emails covering 14
countries, highlighting opportunities related to
international expos, fairs, delegations, webinars,
and B2B matchmaking events.

Economic Diplomacy and Trade Promotion

During the year, DCCI conducted a total of 35 bilateral
meetings with key Embassies, High Commissions,
and International Partner Organizations to enhance
international engagement and promote commercial
diplomacy. The summary of meetings and engagements
undertaken throughout the year is outlined below:

Meeting with H.E. Dr. Mamadou Tangara, Hon’ble
Foreign Minister, Government of the Republic of Gambia

The meeting between H.E. Dr. Mamadou Tangara,
Hon’ble Foreign Minister of the Republic of Gambia,
and DCCI was held on 13% March 2025, at the Pan
Pacific Sonargaon, Dhaka. The discussion focused on
enhancing Bangladesh-Gambia bilateral trade through
increased B2B connectivity and investment in sectors
such as food processing, RMG, and agriculture, while
promoting Gambian investment in Bangladesh. Proposed
collaborative initiatives include trade delegations,
webinars, orientation programs, and cooperation
agreements between the chambers of commerce of
both countries to facilitate market access and business
opportunities.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Arun Hemachandra, MP, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Employment,
Government of Sri Lanka

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Arun Hemachandra,
MP, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Employment, Government of Sri Lanka, and DCCI was
held on 17% June 2025, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
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Sri Lanka. The discussion highlighted the strong potential
for Bangladesh-Sri Lanka collaboration across trade,
tourism, digital technology, blue economy, and agro-
processing, identifying opportunities for joint ventures,
FTA-driven market access, and sectoral partnerships.
The meeting also emphasized the importance of private-
sector engagement, technology transfer, and strategic
government cooperation to enhance investment,
innovation, and sustainable regional growth.

Meeting with H. E. Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma,
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning, Government
of Sri Lanka

The meeting between H.E. Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma,
Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning, Government
of Sri Lanka, and DCCI was held on 18th June 2025, at
the Ministry of Finance and Planning, Sri Lanka. The
discussion focused on opportunities for Bangladesh-Sri
Lanka collaboration in IT, BPO, digital transformation,
capital market development, and SME growth, as well as
potential joint ventures in pharmaceuticals and energy.
Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening
cooperation, innovation, and bilateral business
frameworks to promote sustainable economic growth.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Jam Kamal Khan, Hon’ble Federal
Minister for Commerce, Government of Pakistan

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Jam Kamal Khan, Horn’ble
Federal Minister for Commerce, Government of Pakistan,
and DCCIwasheld on 21st August 2025 at DCCI Motijheel
Office. H.E. Mr. Imran Haider, High Commissioner, High
Commission of Pakistan in Bangladesh also joined the
meeting. The discussion highlighted the strong cultural
ties between Bangladesh and Pakistan and identified
opportunities to expand trade in pharmaceuticals,
IT, engineering, agriculture, and other high-potential
sectors through joint ventures, technology adoption,
and enhanced connectivity. Emphasis was placed on
strengthening economic cooperation, reducing trade
barriers, and leveraging regional and global markets to
boost competitiveness, attract investment, reactivation of
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint Economic Commission (JEC)
and support SME and industrial partnerships.

Meeting with Ms. Sara Wilshaw, Senior Assistant
Deputy Minister, International Trade and Chief Trade
Commissioner of Canada

The meeting between Ms. Sara Wilshaw, Senior Assistant
Deputy Minister for International Trade and Chief
Trade Commissioner of Canada, and the DCCI was
held on 23rd November 2025 at the DCCI Gulshan
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Office. H.E. Mr. Ajit Singh, High Commissioner of
Canada to Bangladesh, also attended the meeting. The
discussion focused on diversifying the Bangladesh—
Canada trade basket, encouraging Canadian investment
in Bangladesh—including attracting Canadian pension
funds, facilitating technology transfer in the agriculture
sector, expanding collaboration in the services sector, and
organizing sector-specific business delegations and B2B
matchmaking sessions.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. PARK Young Sik, Ambassador,
Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. PARK Young Sik,
Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in
Bangladesh. and DCCI was held on 13th January
2025, at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion
highlighted opportunities to strengthen Bangladesh-
South Korea trade and investment relations through
sectoral collaboration, technology transfer, workforce
development, and business delegation exchanges. Key
priorities included addressing investment barriers,
facilitating skilled workforce mobility, initiating G2G level
negotiation for Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA),
attracting increased Korean investment, and promoting
South Korean industrial relocation to Bangladesh.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Dharmapala Weerakkody, High
Commissioner, High Commission of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Dharmapala Weerakkody,
High Commissioner, High Commission of Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in Bangladesh, and
DCCI was held on 16th March 2025, at DCCI Gulshan
Office. The discussion focused on enhancing Sri Lankan
FDI in Bangladesh in the fields of banking, textiles,
construction, real estate, renewable energy, agriculture,
IT, and tourism. The meeting highlighted potential joint
ventures in synthetic fabrics, healthcare, tourism, IT,
education, and large-scale hotels, while emphasizing
the value of leveraging Sri Lanka’s technical expertise in
areas such as deep-sea fishing, tourism, and shipping.
Additionally, both sides stressed the importance of
advancing government-level negotiations for the early
signing of a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA).

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Syed Ahmed Maroof, High
Commissioner, High Commission of Pakistan in
Bangladesh

The meeting between with H.E. Mr. Syed Ahmed Maroof,
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High Commissioner, High Commission of Pakistan in
Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 14th January 2025,
at DCCI Motijheel Office. The discussion highlighted
the growing trade engagement between Bangladesh and
Pakistan, particularly Bangladesh’s imports of cotton,
reflecting Pakistan’s key role in supporting Bangladesh’s
textile industry. The meeting also emphasized untapped
export potential and collaboration opportunities in
sectors such as apparel, agriculture, IT, chemicals, and
public health to further diversify and strengthen bilateral
trade. The meeting also discussed about improved
connectivity, streamlined trade procedures, and the
establishment of direct shipping links.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Mansour Chavoshi, Ambassador,
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Mansour Chavoshi,
Ambassador, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 15th January 2025,
at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion highlighted
trade as the cornerstone of Bangladesh-Iran relations,
recognizing Bangladesh’s strengths in jute, RMG, textiles,
and agro-based products, along with opportunities for
collaboration in spices, petrochemicals, and other key
sectors. The meeting also discussed about banking and
payment challenges, limited sectoral knowledge from
both sides, and product authenticity issues. The meeting
emphasized the need for targeted B2B engagements,
exhibitions, and collaboration on value-added products
to strengthen trade and unlock mutually beneficial
opportunities.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Derek Loh, Non-Resident High
Commissioner, High Commission of Singapore in
Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Derek Loh, Non-
Resident High Commissioner, High Commission of
Singapore in Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 10th
April 2025, at DCCI Gulshan Office. Mr. Michael Lee,
Chargé d’Affaires, High Commission of Singapore in
Bangladesh, also joined the meeting. The discussion
highlighted Bangladesh’s healthcare sector as a promising
investment opportunity for Singapore, given the large
population requiring medical services. The meeting
also emphasized the importance of social compliance,
decent work standards, ESG adherence, and alignment
with Bangladesh’s renewable energy and sustainable
development policies to support exporters and foster
sustainable, long-term collaboration.
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Meeting with H.E. Mr. Marcelo Carlos Cesa,
Ambassador, Embassy of Argentina in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Marcelo Carlos Cesa,
Ambassador, Embassy of Argentina in Bangladesh,
and DCCI was held on 3rd September 2025, at DCCI
Gulshan Office. The discussion focused on Argentina’s
global pharmaceutical imports, valued at nearly USD 2.5
billion, and explored the potential for a pilot program to
facilitate B2B meetings between Argentinian importers
and Bangladeshi exporters. The meeting highlighted
opportunities for Argentina to assist Bangladeshi
companies in accessing the Latin American market,
and for Bangladesh to support Argentine businesses in
reaching South Asia.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Yao Wen, Ambassador, Embassy
of the People’s Republic of China in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Yao Wen, Ambassador,
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Bangladesh,
and DCCI was held on 8th September 2025, at DCCI
Gulshan Office. The discussion highlighted Bangladesh’s
interest in attracting Chinese investment across key
sectors, including agribusiness, ICT, electric vehicles
(EVs), shipbuilding, and furniture, while promoting
export diversification in pharmaceuticals, footwear, and
light engineering. The meeting also discussed to promote
high-tech based industries, enhance competitiveness,
build greater capacity in exports, adoption of investor-
friendly policies and lowering tariffs to reduce export
concentration of Bangladesh and attract Chinese
investment.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. SAIDA Shinichi, Ambassador,
Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. SAIDA Shinichi,
Ambassador, Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh, and
DCCI was held on 16th September 2025, at DCCI
Gulshan Office. The discussion highlighted the growing
trade relationship between Bangladesh and Japan, with
opportunities to expand beyond RMG into sectors
such as ICT, automotive components, leather, footwear,
agriculture, jute and infrastructure through Japanese
investment and technological expertise. Collaborative
initiatives in green manufacturing, skill development, and
local production were emphasized as means to enhance
Bangladesh’s export potential and industrial capacity.
The meeting also stressed the importance of diversifying
the industrial structure and finalizing the Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA) to further boost Japanese
investment in Bangladesh and bilateral trade.
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Meeting with H.E. Mr. Pranay Verma, High
Commissioner, High Commission of India in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Pranay Verma, High
Commissioner, High Commission of India in Bangladesh,
and DCCI was held on 28th September 2025, at the Indian
High Commission. The discussion centered on key issues
concerning Bangladesh-India trade and investment,
including designing a comprehensive roadmap to address
Bangladesh’s trade deficit with India, removal of barriers
hindering the export of building materials to India’s
north-eastern region, resolution of disrupted trade flows
and increased logistical costs.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Lulzim PLLANA, Ambassador,
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in Bangladesh

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Lulzim PLLANA,
Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo in
Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 25th March 2025,
at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion highlighted
the untapped trade and investment potential between
Bangladesh and Kosovo in sectors such as apparel,
footwear, pharmaceuticals, electronics, and ICT,
emphasizing opportunities for joint ventures and business
collaborations. The meeting also stressed strengthening
bilateral cooperation through cultural and educational
exchanges, streamlined visa processes, institutional
linkages, and trade agreements.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Md Lutfor Rahman, Ambassador,
Embassy of Bangladesh to Vietnam

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Md Lutfor Rahman,
Ambassador, Embassy of Bangladesh to Vietnam, and
DCCI was held on 15th May 2025, at DCCI Gulshan
Office. The discussion highlighted that Vietnam can
source imports at more competitive prices from FTA
partners compared to non-FTA members. To fully realize
bilateral trade potential, the meeting suggested exploring
a Bangladesh-Vietnam FTA, simplifying visa procedures,
and enhancing business matchmaking initiatives. It
also emphasized joint promotion of halal products and
Bangladeshi goods in Vietnam’s online marketplace, and
identified opportunities for collaboration to boost trade
in services, particularly ICT, the digital economy, and
tourism.

Meeting with H.E. Mr. Tareq Ahmed, Ambassador,
Embassy of Bangladesh to the UAE

The meeting between H.E. Mr. Tareq Ahmed,
Ambassador, Embassy of Bangladesh to the UAE, and
DCCI was held on 20th January 2025 over zoom platform.
The discussion focused on supporting the DCCI business
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delegation to the UAE, including business forums, B2B
networking sessions, meetings with key stakeholders
in UAE. The meeting also highlighted opportunities
to elevate the UAE-Bangladesh economic partnership
toward a comprehensive engagement encompassing trade
and investment, human resources, energy and power,
infrastructure, hospitality, and tourism.

Meeting with H. E. Mr. Md. Nazmul Islam, Ambassador
of Bangladesh to China

A virtual meeting between H. E. Mr. Md. Nazmul Islam,
Ambassador of Bangladesh to China, and DCCI was
held on 2nd December 2025 via the Zoom platform. The
discussion centered on the upcoming DCCI business
delegation to China, scheduled for April 2026.

Meeting with Mr. Clinton Pobke, Deputy High
Commissioner, Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh

The meeting between Mr. Clinton Pobke, Deputy
High Commissioner, Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 24th September 2025,
at DCCI Gulshan Office. Mr. Ben Carson, Trade and
Investment Commissioner, Australian High Commission
in Bangladesh, also joined the meeting. The meeting
focused on strengthening Bangladesh-Australia trade
and investment through government-to-government
(G2G) and business-to-business (B2B) cooperation,
targeting sectors such as pharmaceuticals, ICT,
education, agriculture, and energy. Emphasis was placed
on leveraging complementarities, including raw material
exports and value-added goods, identifying trade barriers,
enhancing B2B matchmaking, continuation of duty-free
and quota-free market access to Australia during the post
LDC era and utilizing the diaspora and verified company
data to boost bilateral business linkages.

Meeting with Ms. Simona Novosadova, Trade
Commissioner, Embassy of the Slovak Republic in New
Delhi

The meeting between Ms. Simona Novosadova, Trade
Commissioner at the Embassy of the Slovak Republic
in New Delhi, and the DCCI was held on 10 November
2025 in New Delhi, India. The discussion emphasized
the importance of strengthening Bangladesh-Slovakia
bilateral trade through enhanced B2B engagement.

Meeting with Mr. Scott Matties, Managing Director,
South Asia office, Province of Saskatchewan, Canada

The meeting between Mr. Scott Matties, Managing
Director, South Asia office, Province of Saskatchewan,
Canada, and DCCI was held on 11th September 2025,

173




DCCI Annual Report 2025

at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion focused on
Saskatchewan’s intention to strengthen engagement with
Bangladesh through technology transfer, knowledge
exchange, and sustainable agricultural initiatives,
leveraging expertise in agri-tech, mining, and energy.
Expanding collaboration beyond trade—through
innovation, R&D, and knowledge sharing—was identified
as a pathway to foster mutual growth and reinforce
bilateral relations.

Meeting with Mr. Jean-Christian Brillant, Director
General, South Asia, Global Affairs Canada

The meeting with Mr. Jean-Christian Brillant, Director
General, South Asia, Global Affairs Canada was held
on 22nd September 2025, at Official Residence, High
Commission of Canada. The discussion focused on
potential collaboration between DCCI and Global Affairs
Canada on skill development and capacity-building
initiatives to support Bangladesh’s LDC graduation,
economic diversification, and sustainable development.
Proposed pilot projects include SME export training,
green and energy-efficient management programs, and
entrepreneurial and soft skills development for youth-led
startups and MSMEs.

Meeting with Mr. Keerthi Gunawardane, President,
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of
Sri Lanka (FCCISL), Sri Lanka

The meeting between Mr. Keerthi Gunawardane,
President, Federation of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of Sri Lanka (FCCISL), and DCCI was held
on 18th June 2025, at Federation House, Colombo, Sri
Lanka. The meeting highlighted tourism, the digital
economy, and the blue economy as promising areas for
bilateral cooperation.

Meeting with Mr. Hiran de Alwis, Chairman, Sri Lanka
National Arbitration Centre (SLNAC), Sri Lanka

The meeting between Mr. Hiran de Alwis, Chairman, Sri
Lanka National Arbitration Centre (SLNAC), and DCCI
was held on 19th June 2025, at Taj Samudra, Colombo,
Sri Lanka. The discussion focused on current arbitration
practices and future collaboration opportunities for
resolving international commercial disputes, focusing on
affordable costs.

Meeting with Mr. Hisashi Murakami, Chief Director,
Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), Toyama,
Japan

The meeting between Mr. Hisashi Murakami, Chief
Director, Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO),
Toyama, Japan, and DCCI was held on 23rd March 2025,
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at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion focused on trade
fair promotion, enhancing Japan-Bangladesh trade, and
attracting greater Japanese investment to Bangladesh. The
meeting also discussed about promotion of the Toyama
General Manufacturing Fair 2025.

Meeting with Mr. Ronald Ho, Regional Director -
Southeast Asia and South Asia, Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC), Hong Kong

The meeting between Mr. Ronald Ho, Regional Director
- Southeast Asia and South Asia, Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC), Hong Kong, and
DCCI was held on 9th April 2025, at DCCI Gulshan
Office. The discussion highlighted Hong Kong’s evolving
role as a global financial and investment hub, marked
by renewed trade activity and growing interest in Asian
partnerships. These developments offer Bangladesh
significant opportunities in finance, technology, and
consumer markets. Both sides emphasized collaboration
in IT, biotechnology, and infrastructure, leveraging Hong
Kong’s robust financial ecosystem and Bangladesh’s
youthful, tech-driven workforce to enhance regional and
global connectivity.

Meeting with Mr. Jinhak Hur, Director General, Korea
Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA),
Bangladesh

The meeting between Mr. Jinhak Hur, Director General,
Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA),
Bangladesh, and DCCI was held on 13th May 2025, at
KOTRA Dhaka Office. The meeting focused on exploring
KOTRASs potential support in organizing DCCI business
delegation to South Korea and facilitating bilateral
exchanges between Bangladesh and South Korea, aimed
at strengthening trade and investment cooperation
between the two countries.

Meeting with Mr. M. Khurshid Barlas, Founder
Chairman, Pakistan Association of Exhibition Industry
(PAEI), Pakistan

The meeting between Mr. M. Khurshid Barlas, Founder
Chairman, Pakistan Association of Exhibition Industry
(PAEI), Pakistan, and DCCI was held on 22nd May 2025,
at DCCI Motijheel Office. The discussion highlighted
opportunities to enhance bilateral trade, including
expanding Bangladesh’s exports of tea, jute, medicines,
apparel, and ceramics, and importing agricultural
products such as dates, figs, and cereals from Pakistan.
The meeting also discussed about promotion of 3rd Made
in Pakistan Exhibition & Conference in Dhaka.

Meeting with Mr. Xu Jiansheng, Operation Director,
China Foreign Trade Centre (CFTC) Group, China
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The meeting between Mr. Xu Jiansheng, Operation
Director, China Foreign Trade Centre (CFTC) Group,
China, and DCCI was held on 6th August 2025, at the
InterContinental Dhaka. The discussion focused on
promoting the Canton Fair and enhancing engagement
with regional partners, key buyers, and DCCI members.
This collaboration is expected to create new opportunities
for DCCI members by facilitating greater access to
the Chinese market, expanding business networks,
and fostering partnerships that can boost trade and
investment between Bangladesh and China.

Meeting with Mr. Kazuiki Kataoka, Country
Representative, Japan External Trade Organization
(JETRO), Dhaka

The meeting between Mr. Kazuiki Kataoka, Country
Representative, Japan External Trade Organization
(JETRO), Dhaka, and DCCI was held on 25th August
2025, at DCCI Gulshan Office. The discussion highlighted
B2B collaboration and strategic efforts to diversify
Bangladesh’s economy beyond the garments sector,
with a focus on strengthening engineering, IT, leather,
jute, pharmaceuticals, and food industries through
skill development and technological collaboration with
Japan. The meeting also discussed the challenges faced
by Japanese companies in Bangladesh, including high
tariffs, limited availability of trained local personnel, and
regional connectivity constraints.

Meeting with Mr. Shamis Ali Al Dhaheri, Second Vice
Chairman & Managing Director, Abu Dhabi Chamber,
UAE

The meeting between Mr. Shamis Ali Al Dhaheri, Second
Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Abu Dhabi
Chamber, UAE, and DCCI was held on 25th February
2025, at Abu Dhabi School of Management. Professor
Mr. Lutfey Siddiqi, Special Envoy on International Affairs
to the Hon'ble Chief Adviser, Chief Adviser’s Office,
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh and
H.E. Mr. Tareq Ahmed, Ambassador of Bangladesh to
the UAE also joined the meeting. The discussion focused
on attracting investment from Abu Dhabi to Bangladesh
and the possibility of signing of an agreement between
the DCCI Business Institute and the Abu Dhabi School
of Management as part of a skill development initiative.

Meeting with Mr. Mohammad Lootah, President &
CEO, Dubai Chambers, UAE

The meeting between Mr. Mohammad Lootah, President
& CEO, Dubai Chambers, UAE, and DCCI was held on
26th February 2025, at Dubai Chambers. The discussions
centered around the growing trade and investment
cooperation, religious harmony, and the increasing
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interest of UAE investors in Bangladesh. The two sides
encouraged Dubai-based investors to explore investment
opportunities in Bangladesh across various sectors,
including technology, data center, healthcare, hospitality,
tourism, infrastructure, logistics, skill development, and
renewable energy.

Meeting with Mr. Abdallah Sultan Al Owais, Chairman,
Sharjah Chamber, UAE

The meeting between Mr. Abdallah Sultan Al Owais,
Chairman, Sharjah Chamber, UAE, and DCCI was
held on 27th February 2025, at Sharjah Chamber. The
discussion highlighted strong prospects for Bangladesh—
Sharjah collaboration in sectors like infrastructure,
IT, leather, food processing, and halal industries,
leveraging Bangladesh’s skilled workforce and strategic
location. Sharjah investors were encouraged to explore
opportunities in economic zones and offshore banking to
expand bilateral trade and investment.

Meeting with Mr. Indra Mani Pandey, Secretary
General, BIMSTEC Secretariat, Bangladesh

The meeting between Mr. Indra Mani Pandey, Secretary
General, BIMSTEC Secretariat, Bangladesh, and DCCI
was held on 21st October 2025, at DCCI Gulshan
Office. The meeting highlighted the growing potential of
BIMSTEC to strengthen regional trade and connectivity
through enhanced value chain coordination, digital
integration, and active private sector participation.
Discussions also emphasized the importance of
mobilizing financial resources, implementing the long-
awaited Free Trade Agreement (FTA), addressing non-
tariff measures (NTMs), promoting local currency trade
to enhance regional resilience and possibility of jointly
organizing BIMSTEC Business and Investment Summit.

Meeting with Mr. Han Kun, President, Chinese
Enterprises Association in Bangladesh (CEAB)

The meeting between Mr. Han Kun, President, Chinese
Enterprises Association in Bangladesh (CEAB), and
DCCI was held on 05th November 2025, at CEAB’s Dhaka
office. The discussion focused on the upcoming DCCI
business delegation to China scheduled to be organized
in April 2026. The meeting also discussed forging
partnership between DCCI and CEAB for addressing
business challenges faced by Chinese companies in
Bangladesh and enhancing the overall competitiveness of
Bangladesh in the global market.

Outbound Business Delegation

In line with the strategic objectives such as
internationalizing DCCI, promoting Bangladesh’s
economic interest and bridging trade and investment
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connectivity, Trade Facilitation Department organized
two independent outbound business delegations to the
United Arab Emirates and Sri Lanka in 2025. Additionally,
it supported five more delegations in attending
major international expos and trade fairs in Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Australia. These efforts expanded
market opportunities for participating members and
strengthened bilateral commercial relations.

Stand-alone Business Delegation:

1. Organized a 29-member business delegation to
the UAE

2. Organized an 18-member business delegation to
Sri Lanka

Participation in the International Fairs/Expos:

3. Facilitated an 8-member business delegation to
participate in the Taiwan Smart Agri Week Expo
2025

4. DCCI Delegation to HKTDC Belt and Road
Global Forum Annual Roundtable 2025

5. Facilitated a 9-member business delegation to
participate in the Australia Bangladesh Business
Expo 2025

6. Participated in Energy Taiwan & Net-Zero Taiwan
2025

7. Participated in Sourcing Taiwan 2025
DCCI Business Delegation to the UAE

DCCI organized a 29-member business delegation,
representing 27 companies to the United Arab Emirates,
from 25th to 27th February 2025. During the visit, the
delegation participated in three business forums and
B2B networking sessions organized by the Abu Dhabi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dubai Chambers,
and Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI). In total, 238 B2B meetings were conducted across
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, and Sharjah, facilitating extensive
business linkages and potential trade and investment
opportunities. The summary of activities executed during

the delegation is given below:

Date Activities
25th February Private Meeting between Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President, DCCI and Mr. Shamis Ali Al Dhaheri,
2025 Second Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Major Discussions:

The discussion focused on attracting investment from Abu Dhabi to Bangladesh and the possibility
of signing of an agreement between the DCCI Business Institute and the Abu Dhabi School of
Management as part of a skill development initiative.

Business Forum on “Strengthening Economic Ties between Abu Dhabi and Bangladesh”
followed by B2B Networking Session” hosted by Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

Forum Highlights:

The forum identified key sectors for partnership—energy, logistics, infrastructure, FinTech,
LNG terminals, deep-sea ports, RMG, home textiles, blue economy, tourism, and hospitality.
UAE importers were encouraged to source Bangladeshi agricultural products, RMG, jute, and
pharmaceuticals. Also proposed joint collaboration regarding trade facilitation, market access,
cross-border investments, and digital transformation. The B2B session included 30 Abu Dhabi
companies and 27 DCCI members.

Networking Lunch hosted by H.E. Mr. Tareq Ahmed, Ambassador, Embassy of Bangladesh
in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Major Discussions:

Discussions focused on allowing opening branch office in strategic foreign markets, replicate RMG
success stories for other sectors, automation of G2B services including tax automation, introducing
policy like no income to tax to expand tax net, port optimization etc. Professor Lutfey Siddiqi,
Special Envoy on International Affairs to the Hon’ble Chief Adviser of Bangladesh also participated
in the networking lunch.

4 A




DCCI Annual Report 2025

Date Activities

Private Meeting between Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President, DCCI and Mr. Mohammad Lootah,
President and CEO, Dubai Chambers.

26th February
2025
Major Discussions:

The discussions centered around the growing trade and investment cooperation, religious harmony,
and the increasing interest of UAE investors in Bangladesh. The two sides encouraged Dubai-
based investors to explore investment opportunities in Bangladesh across various sectors, including
technology, healthcare, hospitality, tourism, infrastructure, logistics, skill development and
renewable energy.

Signing MoU between DCCI and Dubai Chambers.

The MoU focused on enhancing business ties, organizing B2B matchmaking meetings, encouraging
joint investments, hosting trade meetings and exhibitions, and exchanging trade delegations.

“Dubai-Bangladesh Business Briefing and B2B Matchmaking Session” hosted by Dubai
Chambers.

Forum Highlights:

The event showcased opportunities for deeper collaboration including long-term LNG transport
agreements, direct shipping route between Chattogram-Dubai, and utilizing the UAE as a re-
export hub and gateway to Africa for Bangladeshi goods. Additionally, some pressing issues such as
challenges faced by Bangladeshi workers regarding the authentication of documents and challenges
in securing UAE visa were also been raised. Approximately 120 industry representatives from Dubai
participated in the B2B matchmaking forum with Bangladeshi companies.

27th February Private Meeting between Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President, DCCI and Mr. Abdallah Sultan Al
2025 Owais, Chairman, Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Major Discussions:

The meeting emphasized investment opportunities for Sharjah in Bangladesh across sectors such as
infrastructure, IT, banking, and logistics. The UAE can benefit from Bangladesh’s low export costs
and strategic location to access South and Southeast Asian markets. Sharjah entrepreneurs were
urged to explore collaborations in infrastructure and logistics, while investors were encouraged to
tap into the IT sector, leveraging the country’s large, dynamic youth population.

Signing MoU between DCCI and Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Strengthening Chamber to Chamber collaboration for mutual benefits of member companies of
both Chambers.

“Bangladesh-UAE (Sharjah) Business Networking Forum” hosted by Sharjah Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

Forum Highlights:

Almost 30 member companies from Sharjah participated in the B2B networking forum.

DCCI Business Delegation to Sri Lanka held a meeting with the Sri Lanka National Arbitration

Centre (SLNAC).
DCCI organized an 18-member business delegation ( )

to Colombo, Sri Lanka, from 16th to 19th June 2025.
Three Business Forums, followed by B2B matchmaking
sessions, were hosted by the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, the National Chamber of Exporters of Sri
Lanka, and the National Chamber of Commerce of Sri
Lanka, respectively. In addition, a business interactive
meeting was organized by the Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of Sri Lanka. The delegation also

A/

During the visit, a total of 450 B2B meetings were
organized in collaboration with the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce, the National Chamber of Exporters, and the
National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka.

The delegation also met and interacted with Hon.
Mr. Sunil Handunneththi, Minister for Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development, Sri Lanka; Hon. Mr.
Arun Hemachandra, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
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and Foreign Employment; and Hon. Dr. Harshana
Suriyapperuma, Deputy Minister of Finance and
Planning; H.E. Mr. Andalib Elias, High Commissioner
of Bangladesh to Sri Lanka; Mr. Mangala Wijesinghe,
Chairman, Sri Lanka Export Development Board;
Ms. Renuka M. Weerakone, Director General, Board
of Investment of Sri Lanka (Bol); Mr. Duminda
Hulangamuwa, Chairman, Chamber of
Commerce; Mr. Indhra Kaushal Rajapaksa, President,

Ceylon

National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE); Mr.
Anura Warnakulasooriya, President, National Chamber
of Commerce of Sri Lanka; Dr. Asanka Ratnayake,
President, Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Business Council
(SBBC); Mr. Andre Fernando, President, Sri Lanka
Bangladesh Business Corporation Council (SLBBCC);
and Mr. Hiran de Alwis, Chairman, Sri Lanka National
Arbitration Centre (SLNAC). The summary of activities
executed during the delegation is given below:

Date Activities
16th June 2025 | Welcome and Networking Dinner
H.E. Mr. Andalib Elias, High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Sri Lanka hosted the networking
dinner and around 20 leading Sri Lankan entrepreneurs and senior government officials joined
the dinner and had interaction with DCCI delegation members.
17th June 2025 | Business Interactive Session and B2B Forum: Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.

Forum Highlights:

Amid shifting global supply chains and rising geopolitical uncertainties, the forum highlighted the
importance of enhancing regional economic connectivity and encouraged Sri Lankan investors
to consider Bangladesh’s dynamic investment landscape. As members of the WTO and regional
frameworks such as SAFTA, APTA, and BIMSTEC, the two countries have significant potential
to expand mutually beneficial partnerships. Key areas of collaboration opportunities span
manufacturing and service, including logistics, hospitality, healthcare, ICT, renewable energy,
agro-processing, MMF-based RMG, and FMCG, as well as sectors like the blue economy, deep-sea
fishing, and port management.

MoU Signing
o A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between DCCI and Ceylon Chamber
of Commerce focusing on boosting bilateral economic cooperation.
B2B Networking Sessions

About 200 B2B Matchmaking Meetings were held with the participation of around 110 industry
representatives from Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.

Meeting with Hon. Mr. Arun Hemachandra, MP, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Employment, Sri Lanka.

Major Discussions:

The discussion focused on crucial areas such as trade facilitation, people-to-people connectivity,
expediting signing of proposed PTA, exploring G2G level engagement for feasibility of signing FTA,
etc. Also invited Sri Lankan authorities to join in developing collaborative policy frameworks,
sectoral partnerships, and strategic agreements to shape a resilient and mutually beneficial regional
growth story.

B2B Matchmaking Forum: National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka (NCE).
Forum Highlights:

The DCCI business delegation focused on two key objectives: identifying investment opportunities
and promoting Bangladeshi products, with DCCI providing full support to facilitate connections
between Sri Lankan businesses and the Bangladeshi market. Tourism was highlighted as a sector
with strong growth potential, while both sides recognized their complementary strengths and
opportunities for mutual learning. Sri Lanka’s expertise in premium tea production, reflecting the
shared tea heritage, was also highlighted as a valuable example for Bangladesh to learn from.

B2B Networking Session

Around 100 B2B Matchmaking Meetings were held with the participation of 35 industry
representatives from National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka.
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Date
18th June 2025

Activities

B2B Conclave: Bangladesh and Sri Lanka: National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka.
Forum Highlights:

Emphasizing shared cultural ties, both sides urged increasing bilateral trade, currently around
USD 150 million. Amid shifting global trade patterns and geopolitical changes, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka can jointly position themselves to attract greater investment and trade. Priority
collaboration areas include garments, pharmaceuticals, and light engineering. Sri Lanka aims to
boost exports of high-value products—such as ceramics, garments, coconut-based items, food
products, and construction materials—while encouraging Bangladesh to expand its presence in
the Sri Lankan market by exporting pharmaceutical products.

B2B Networking Session

Around 150 B2B Matchmaking Meetings were held with the participation of more than 67
industry representatives from National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka.

Business Interactive Meeting: Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Sri
Lanka (FCCISL).

Major Discussions:

The meeting identified tourism, digital economy, and blue economy as key areas for bilateral
cooperation. Sri Lanka was encouraged to attract more Bangladeshi tourists by adjusting airfare
and promoting travel packages. Both countries recognized the potential of the blue economy to boost
GDP through joint ventures. Opportunities were also highlighted in developing backward linkages
in Bangladesh’s automotive industry. Additionally, healthcare services and hospital infrastructure
were identified as high-demand sectors.

Meeting with Hon. Dr. Harshana Suriyapperuma, Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning,
Sri Lanka.

Major Discussions:

The discussion highlighted financing models as a key driver of enterprise growth. Alternative capital-
raising mechanisms, including venture capital, market-based financing, and foreign funding, were
recommended, particularly for small businesses aiming to scale beyond traditional bank loans.
Additionally, Sri Lanka’s national digital roadmap was discussed, covering the nationwide rollout
of digital IDs, the transition of government services to digital platforms, and initiatives to enhance
export readiness.

Meeting with Mr. Hiran de Alwis, Chairman, Sri Lanka National Arbitration Centre (SLNAC).
Major Discussions:

19th June 2025

The discussion focused on current arbitration practices and future collaboration opportunities
between the two countries. Both sides emphasized strengthening cooperation between the
Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC) and SLNAC.

DCCI Business Delegation to Taiwan Smart Agri Week
Expo 2025

DCCI facilitated an 8-member business delegation to
participate in the Taiwan Smart Agri Week Expo 2025
held from 3rd to 5th September 2025 at TaiNEX 1,
Taipei, Taiwan. The delegation was led by Mr. Razeev H
Chowdhury, Senior Vice President, DCCI. The event was
organized by MY Exhibition Co., Ltd. in collaboration
with the Ministry of Agriculture of Taiwan. It showcased
smart solutions for agriculture, aquaculture, livestock and
feed, cold chain, agri-food, and sustainable farming. The
expo provided a platform for DCCI members to engage

A/

with agricultural industry experts, business leaders, and
decision-makers from Taiwan, Asia, and around the
world.

DCCI Delegation to HKTDC Belt and Road Global
Forum Annual Roundtable 2025

Under the theme “Harnessing Collaboration: The Road
to Growth and Prosperity,; the HKTDC Belt and Road
Global Forum Annual Roundtable 2025 was held on
12th September 2025 at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre. Mr. Razeev H. Chowdhury, Senior
Vice President of DCCI, participated in the forum.
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DCCI Business Delegation to Participate in Australia
Bangladesh Business Expo 2025

DCCI facilitated a 9-member business delegation to
participate in the Australia Bangladesh Business Expo
2025, held from 1%t to 274 October 2025 at Sydney Masonic
Centre (SMC), 66 Goulburn Street, Sydney, NSW 2000,
Australia.

Energy Taiwan & Net-Zero Taiwan 2025 and Sourcing
Taiwan 2025

DCCI supported 2-member companies to participate in
“Energy Taiwan & Net-Zero Taiwan 2025 held from 29t
to 31t October 2025 in Taipei, Taiwan, under a subsidy
program provided by the organizer. Additionally, another
member company took part in “Sourcing Taiwan 2025,
held on 4™ November 2025 at the Kaohsiung Marriott
Hotel, Taiwan, also under the same subsidy program. For
this event, the organizer provided complimentary airfare
and hotel accommodation.

Inbound Business Delegations

In line with the objective of enhancing international
market access and trade connectivity for SME-based
member companies, DCCI hosted six inbound business
delegations, organizing over 205 B2B matchmaking
meetings involving 57 foreign companies from Pakistan,
Singapore, and Indonesia. These business networking
sessions helped DCCI member companies expand
existing business partnerships, explore new markets, and
establish potential joint ventures in both manufacturing
and service sectors. The inbound delegation included the
following:

1. DCCI hosted a group of 24-member business
delegation from the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) in a
business networking meeting on 14 January 2025
at DCCI Motijheel office. Approximately 65 member
companies of DCCI joined the meeting. Around 100
B2B matchmaking meetings were executed during
the session.

2. A sector-specific 13-member business delegation
focusing on dates and citrus fruits visited the Dhaka
Chamber on 21% January 2025. The delegation met
with 15 DCCI member companies in a business
networking session, during which approximately 35
B2B matchmaking meetings were executed.

3. DCCI hosted a 14-member of delegation from
Singapore in a business networking meeting on 10t
April 2025 at DCCI Gulshan Office. A total of 10
esteemed member companies of DCCI participated

in the meeting. About 10 B2B matchmaking
meetings were organized between the visiting
delegates and DCCI member companies.

4. A small-scale 3-member business delegation from
Indonesia visited DCCI on 30t June 2025 at the
DCCI Motijheel office. The delegation was hosted
in a business networking meeting attended by 3
distinguished DCCI member companies. During
the session, 4 B2B matchmaking meetings were
organized.

5. On 29th July 2025, a 7-member business delegation
from the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) was hosted by DCCI in a B2B
matchmaking session at DCCI Motijheel Office.
About 40 DCCI member companies participated
in the meeting, during which approximately 70 B2B
matchmaking meetings were organized.

6. DCCI hosted a 14-member business delegation from
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI), Pakistan, in a business discussion meeting
on 23 September 2025 at DCCI Motijheel Office.
On behalf of DCCI, a total of 11 participants joined
the meeting. Moreover, Mr. Thsaan Afzal Khan,
Coordinator to the Prime Minister of Pakistan on
Commerce and Industry joined the meeting.

Creating Market Access and International
Trade Connectivity Opportunities for DCCI
Members

During the year 2025, over 1,206 B2B matchmaking
meetings were organized via in-person sessions, virtual
platforms, and email introductions. These initiatives
enabled 317 DCCI member companies to connect
directly with more than 461 foreign businesses, fostering
new partnerships, expanding trade relations, and linking
investment collaboration. Furthermore, a webinar on
“Empowering SMEs to Expand Globally”, was organized
on 4™ November 2025 in collaboration with SHINE
GOGLOBAL Singapore.

Trade Research, Market Intelligence Support,
and Inputs for Foreign Office Consultations

In 2025, the Trade Facilitation Department prepared
71 country-specific bilateral trade and investment
overviews, offering DCCI members detailed economic
snapshots, three-year export-import statistics, inbound
FDI data, and the top 10 export-import items for each
country. These overviews are available on the DCCI
website, providing members with the insights needed to
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understand and assess demand and supply dynamics and
explore potential market opportunities.

The Trade Facilitation Department also provided inputs
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh for
Foreign Office Consultation Meetings with the following
countries:

Inputs for Foreign Office Consultation Meeting
between Bangladesh and Algeria

To support the Foreign Office consultation meeting
between Bangladesh and Algeria, DCCI shared the policy
inputs with the Africa Wing of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Bangladesh. The inputs included an analysis of
the current trade basket, identification of potential sectors
for expanding bilateral trade and investment, prospects
for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), and opportunities
to enhance trade in the service sectors, including ICT
and outsourcing, aimed at strengthening economic and
commercial ties between the two countries.

Inputs for Foreign Office Consultation Meeting
between Bangladesh and Egypt

To support the Foreign Office consultation between
Bangladesh and Egypt, DCCI provided policy inputs to
the Africa Wing of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
inputs included outlining potential sectors for expanding
bilateral trade and investment, rationalizing tariffs
for reciprocal market access; exploring a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA); and signing an MoU between DCCI
and the Federation of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce.

Inputs for Foreign Office Consultation Meeting
between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka

To support the fourth Foreign Office Consultations
between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, DCCI shared the
inputs with the South Asia Wing of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Bangladesh. The inputs included identifying
market opportunities for pharmaceutical products,
exploring new growth drivers for economic cooperation
such as IT and digital services, renewable energy, agri-
tech, and the maritime economy, establishing a Joint
Trade and Investment Facilitation Taskforce, creating a
Bangladesh-Sri Lanka Tech Corridor etc.

Partnership Reactivation

To enhance market access for DCCI member companies,
the Trade Facilitation Department prioritized
strengthening partnerships with foreign chambers
and international trade promotion agencies. As part

DCCI Annual Report 2025

of this effort, DCCI initiated communications with 61
foreign chambers, trade promotion agencies, and related
organizations, and successfully held 26 meetings with 23
chambers and agencies across 14 countries throughout
the year 2025. These engagements were conducted both
virtually and in person. The participating countries
included the UAE, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Canada, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Australia, Singapore, South Korea, China,
Argentina, Morocco, Nigeria and India. The meetings
aimed to foster chamber-to-chamber collaboration,
explore new business opportunities, and promote bilateral
trade and investment relations.

MoU Signing and Reactivation

To strengthen bilateral cooperation and enhance
global connectivity, DCCI signed four Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs) in 2025 with the following
international chambers:

¢ Dubai Chambers (DC), UAE

¢ Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI), UAE

¢ National Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka
(NCE), Sri Lanka

¢ Ceylon Chamber of Commerce (CCC), Sri Lanka

Enhancing Information Flow on Global Trade
Engagements and Connecting DCCI Members

In 2025, DCCI disseminated a total of 25 informational
bulletins to its distinguished members, covering business
opportunities across 14 countries. These bulletins
highlighted international expos, trade fairs, business
delegations, and B2B matchmaking events aimed at
expanding global trade connectivity. The initiative aimed
to keep members informed about emerging opportunities
in key markets such as Vietnam, Malaysia, India, Sri
Lanka, Iran, China, Taiwan, Pakistan, the UAE, Tiirkiye,
Singapore, Greece, the USA, and Australia throughout
the year.
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$5,163, nearly twice national
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Leather exports drop 64% in
10 years as CETP woes linger
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DCCI Recommendations on “U.S. Reciprocal
Tariff and Non-Tariff Measures & Bangladesh’s
Position in the WTQ’s LDC Group”

The introduction of a reciprocal tariff by the United States
in early 2025 has added a new layer of concern for our
economy, particularly for our export-driven sectors.
Under the new tariff regime, the U.S. has imposed
tariffs of up to 37% on certain categories of Bangladeshi
RMG exports, significantly undermining our trade
competitiveness in what remains our largest single-
country export destination.

Recommendations

A. Proactive Trade and Bilateral

Diplomacy

1. Establish a U.S.-Bangladesh Trade Task Force:
Form a high-level public-private group to engage
with U.S. officials and craft a strategic roadmap
focused on reducing trade imbalances, improving

Engagement

compliance, and negotiating potential tariff
waivers or sectoral exemptions.

Impact:  Enhanced
negotiation leverage with the U.S., potentially
leading to more favorable trade terms and a
smoother post-LDC transition.

2. Engagethroughthe TICFA and WTO LDCForum:
Initiate formal discussions under the Trade and
Investment Cooperation Framework Agreement
(TICFA) with the U.S. Trade Representative.
Lead the LDC Group in pressing for concrete
transition mechanisms post-graduation under
WTO rules, including binding commitments on
non-reciprocal preferences.

communication  and

Impact: Formal channels for addressing trade
concerns with the U.S. and a stronger collective
voice within the WTO to advocate for LDC
interests.

3. Leverage Diaspora Diplomacy: Launch a
Diaspora-Driven Export Promotion campaign
involving Bangladeshi-American entrepreneurs
to strengthen supply chains, branding, and
market entry in the U.S.

Impact: Increased market access in the U.S.
through established networks, improved product
branding, and stronger supply chain linkages.

B. Domestic  Trade
Competitiveness

Reforms and  Export

1. Launch a “Made with US Inputs” Labeling
Program: Encourage the use of U.S. cotton, yarn,
chemicals, or machinery in manufacturing.
Products incorporating a threshold percentage
of US. inputs could qualify for “Made with
US Inputs” labeling, enhancing appeal and
potentially softening tarift treatment under U.S.
“friend-shoring” logic. KPI: Percentage of eligible
exports carrying the “Made with US Inputs” label.

Impact: Potential reduction in U.S. tariffs under
“friend-shoring” policies and enhanced product
appeal to U.S. consumers.

2. Upgrade Export Quality and Standards: Invest
in technical textiles, green energy, and advanced
leather goods. Promote ISO, WRAP, and OEKO-
TEX certification across sectors to meet U.S.
buyer requirements and justify premium pricing.

Impact: Increased competitiveness through
higher-value products, access to premium
markets, and greater resilience to tariff increases.

3. Deploy Blockchain-Based Export Traceability:
Use blockchain to verify labor compliance,
environmental safety, and origin of goods in
sectors vulnerable to NTBs, such as garments and
leather. This strengthens trust and minimizes U.S.
scrutiny.

Impact: Enhanced trust and transparency with
US. buyers, potentially reducing non-tariff
barriers and scrutiny.

4. Short-Term Export Relief Measures: Expand duty
drawback schemes, concessional export credit,
and marketing incentives for affected sectors
(e.g., RMG, leather, agro-processing) to prevent
job losses and maintain liquidity.

Impact: Mitigation of immediate economic
shocks from potential U.S. tariff increases and
preservation of jobs in key export sectors.
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DCCI recommendations on “Rationalization/
Elimination of existing duty on Raw Material,
Chemicals and Machineries of Man-made
Fiber (MMF) based RMG”

The textile industry in Bangladesh is facing challenges due
to high import duties on raw materials and machinery for
Man-made Fiber (MMF) based RMG but Cotton-based
RMG however, has duty-free status. Bangladesh currently
holds a modest 16.9% share of MMF apparel exports,
significantly less than China (42.8%) and Vietnam
(46.9%). Increasing global demand for MMF can create
investment opportunities for textile producers to set up
factories in the country. Bangladesh could potentially
earn up to USD 19 billion from MMF garment exports
within the next decade with concerted efforts to address
existing challenges. So government should minimize
the customs duties and taxes on imported raw materials
and machinery for man-made fiber production in
Bangladesh. DCCI has observed some discrimination
between MMF-based RMG and Cotton-based RMG
industry of Bangladesh and against this backdrop made a
set of recommendations to overcome the challenges.

Imposed CD, SD, VAT, AIT, RD, AT on raw material of
MMF-based RMG Industries and Recommendations

¢ For PET chips, reduce CD & AT from 5% to 1%.

¢ For Polyamide, reduce VAT from 15% to 5%, CD
and AT from 5% to 1%.

For Machinery, reduce AIT & AT from 5% to 1%.
To import Synthetic yarn, reduce- CD from 10%
to 1%; VAT from 15% to 5%; AIT from 5% to 1%;
AT from 5% to 1%.

¢ To import Synthetic Fabrics, reduce CD from

25% to 15%; SD from 20% to 10%; VAT from 15%
to 5%; RD from 3% to 1%; AT from 5% to 1%.

¢ To import Nylon/ Polyamide yarn-1, reduce CD
from 5% to 1%; VAT from 15% to 5%; AIT from
5% to 1%; AT from 5% to 1%.

¢ To import Nylon/ Polyamide yarn-2, reduce CD
from 10% to 1%; VAT from 15% to 5%; AIT from
5% to 1%; AT from 5% to 1%.

To create a level playing field and promote the growth
of the MMF-based RMG industry, the following overall
recommendations are proposed:
+ Simplify and expedite the duty drawback process
for MMF-based exporters to improve cash flow
and competitiveness.

A/
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¢ MMF-based RMG industry requires equal policy
measures of the cotton-based RMG industry.

¢ Ensure bonded warehouse facilities for MMF-
based RMG industry.

¢ Eliminate the customs duty (CD), supplementary
duty (SD), value-added tax (VAT), advance
income tax (AIT), regulatory duty (RD), and
advance tax (AT) on MMF Raw Materials.

¢ Offer duty exemptions or concessional rates for
machinery used in MMF production to encourage
investment in this sector.

¢ Issue Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs) to
provide duty exemptions for the MMF-based
RMG industry.

* Provide non-cash incentives for local production
of MMF raw materials, such as tax holidays,
subsidized loans, and infrastructure support.

¢ Offer cash subsidies, tax rebates for exporters

of MMF-based garments to encourage
diversification.
¢ Encourage foreign investment in MMF

production facilities.

¢ Beside VAT Govt should consider CD, SD, AIT,
RD, AT exemption for recycled MMF industry.

DCCI Recommendations on Bangladesh-
Japan EconomicPartnership Agreement (EPA)
for Patent, General Clause, Enforcement and
Cooperation

Bangladesh’s LDC graduation is scheduled for 2026,
which poses unique challenges in implementing
IPRs under a potential Bangladesh-Japan EPA. As an
LDC, Bangladesh currently enjoys special flexibilities
under the World Trade Organization (WTO), TRIPS-
(Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights)
agreement, particularly in areas like pharmaceutical
patents and copyright enforcement. Graduation will
necessitate aligning with stricter global IPR standards,
which may create an opportunity in the context of an EPA
with Japan. So, Bangladesh should negotiate with the EPA
through a development-centric and public-interest-driven
approach. The agreement must preserve Bangladesh’s policy
space, protect public health, enable technology transfer and
innovation while ensuring enforceable but balanced IPR
provisions. A robust cooperation mechanism will be key to
achieving long-term mutual benefits.
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1. Recommendations on Patent

¢ TRIPS-Plus Standards: EPA should ensure that
patent provisions do not exceed the obligations of
the WTO TRIPS Agreement unless Bangladesh is
prepared for stricter IP rules. Bangladesh, being
an LDC, enjoys TRIPS transition periods—these
should be preserved. Requires negotiation for
extended transition periods for implementing
IPR protections under both TRIPS and the EPA.

¢ Protection of Public Health: Include a clause
that affirms both countries’ rights under the
Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health,
ensuring access to medicines and allowing
compulsory licensing when necessary.

¢ Patent Examination Cooperation: Encourage
cooperation between Bangladeshs DPDT
(Department  of Patents, Designs and
Trademarks) and Japan Patent Office (JPO) for
capacity building and faster patent application
examination through systems like the Patent

Prosecution Highway (PPH).
2. Recommendations on General Clause

¢ Developmental Flexibility: Include a general
exception clause that allows Bangladesh to
adopt measures necessary for public interest,
such as public health, education, environmental
protection, innovation.

¢ Non-Discrimination and MFN Treatment:
Maintain clauses that ensure national treatment
and most-favoured-nation (MFN) treatment.

¢ Cultural and Traditional Knowledge Protection:
Include general provisions to recognize and
respect traditional knowledge and genetic
resources, particularly considering Bangladesh’s

biodiversity and indigenous heritage.
3. Recommendations on Enforcement

¢ Proportional Enforcement Measures: Ensure
that enforcement measures are proportional and
do not burden legitimate businesses, especially
SMEs, with high compliance costs.

¢ Judicial Safeguards: Enforcement provisions
require due process and fair trial guarantees in
line with domestic legal systems.

¢ No Border Measures for Patent Infringement:
Bangladesh should avoid committing to applying
border measures (e.g., customs seizure) for
alleged patent infringements, which can disrupt
legitimate trade and access to generics. EPA
should specify the conditions under which border
measures can be applied (e.g., only for counterfeit
goods, not for generic medicines).

4. Recommendations for Cooperation

¢ Capacity Building: Institutionalize regular
Japan-funded capacity-building programs to
strengthen Bangladesh’s IP regime, including
training, simplified application processes,
legal drafting support, and patent awareness
campaigns By involving local stakeholders (e.g.,
SMEs, universities, and indigenous communities)
in the design and delivery of these programs to
ensure their relevance and effectiveness.

¢ Joint Committees and Dialogues: Establish a
joint IP working group under the EPA to monitor
implementation, address disputes, and review
new challenges (e.g., digital trade, Al-related IP).

¢ Technology Transfer and Innovation Support:
Encourage Japan to provide technology transfer
(particularly in sectors like pharmaceuticals, light
engineering, ICT, and green technologies), R&D
collaboration, and innovation funding under EPA
provisions, especially for SMEs and universities
in Bangladesh.

Overall Strategic Position for Bangladesh

¢ Bangladesh should negotiate for flexibility and
transitional measures due to its LDC status,
avoiding TRIPS-plus obligations that could
hinder development or access to essential goods.

¢ Strong cooperation and technical support
provisions can help build a sustainable,
innovation-friendly IP  ecosystem without
compromising development priorities.

¢ Strategic use of general clauses and cooperation
mechanisms will help balance commercial IP

protection with public policy needs.

DCCI recommendations on SAARC Regional
Investment Treaty

The SAARC Regional Investment Treaty refers to
agreements and initiatives within the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) aimed
at promoting and protecting investments among its
member countries. While SAARC has taken several steps
toward economic integration, including SAFTA (South
Asian Free Trade Area) to facilitate trade liberalization,
indirectly impacting investment flows and reducing
tariffs among SAARC members, but has not been fully
implemented. DCCI hopes the new Regional Investment
Treaty will help overcome challenges, boost intra-regional
investments, and ensure investor security, fair treatment,
and investment protection. Based on the SAARC Regional
Investment Treaty analysis, Dhaka Chamber recommends
steps to improve the treaty for better coordination and
stronger regional investment cooperation.

4 A



1.4 Investment:

1.

(f) Copyrights, know-how and intellectual
property rights such as patents, trademarks,
industrial designs and trade names, to the extent
they are recognized under the law of a Party;

Recommendation: =~ Regarding  Intellectual
property should emphasise on close collaboration,
mutual understanding, and tailored approaches
that esteem regional developmental priorities
while ensuring mutual benefits under this treaty.

(iv) claims to money that arise solely from
commercial contracts for the sale of goods or
services by a national or enterprise in the territory
of a Party to an enterprise in the territory of
another Party;

Recommendation: Consider if this situation is
too broad. There might be instances where such
claims should be covered, particularly if theres
a systematic denial of payment or other unfair
practices (e.g. complication of documentation,
absence of automation)

1.9 “natural person” means a national or citizen of
a Party in accordance with its law and regulations.
A natural person who is a dual national or citizen
shall be deemed to be exclusively a national or
citizen of the country of her or his dominant and
effective nationality/citizenship, where she/he
ordinarily or permanently resides.

Recommendation: The provision regarding dual
nationality needs careful consideration. It could
lead to disputes if the determination of “dominant
and effective nationality” is unclear. Required
evidence to prove “ordinarily or permanently
resides” may be mentioned.

1.12 “Sub-national government” means a State
Government or a Union Territory administration
in the case of India but does not include local
governments; and ----- in case of ------
Recommendation: The definition is incomplete.
The sub-national government definition for other
member states needs to be included.

Article 2 Scope and General Provisions Should
include/ focus-

Recommendation: Notifying NTBs (Non-Tariff
Barrier)/PTBs (Para-Tariff Barriers) faced by
member states exports in other SAARC countries.

Obligations of Parties; Article 3 Treatment of
investments should focus on-

Recommendations:

*

Fair treatment, protection against expropriation,
and a dispute resolution mechanism. Promote
investor-friendly policies among SAARC nations.

Improve cross-border trade and infrastructure
through SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area).
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¢ Encourage Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)
in key sectors like energy, transport, and
manufacturing.

7. 3.4In considering an alleged breach of this article,
a Tribunal shall take account of whether the
investor or, as appropriate, the locally-established
enterprise, pursued action for remedies before
domestic courts or tribunals prior to initiating a
claim under this Treaty.

¢ Recommendation: The phrase “pursued action
for remedies before domestic courts or tribunals
prior to initiating a claim under this Treaty” could
be made stronger by requiring investors to first
exhaust all local legal options before making a
claim under the treaty.

8. Article 5 Expropriation: Should focus on-

Recommendations:

* Sector-Specific Prioritize Investments,
e.g. Technology, agriculture, energy, and
manufacturing.

¢ Launching SAARC Investment Promotion
Agency to facilitate and monitor investments.

¢ Develop a digital investment portal for
transparency and investor support.

9. Article 6 Transfers

. in the case of India, requirements to lock-in initial
capital investments, as provided in India’s Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) Policy, where applicable,
provided that, any new measure which would
require a lock-in period for investments will not
apply to existing investments.

¢ Recommendation: Should highlight the holistic

issues of other Member states along with India.
That is missing in these clauses.

=.

X

10. Article 33 Security Exceptions

(d) action taken so as to protect critical public
infrastructure including communication, power
and water infrastructures from deliberate
attempts intended to disable or degrade such
infrastructure;

Recommendations for Inclusion-

¢ Enables better transport links, reducing the cost
of doing business in SAARC nations.

¢ Attracts funding for cross-border infrastructure
projects.

DCCI Recommendations on Draft Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Ordinance, 2025

1.

Section 3 (2); Asset

Proposed Comment: Required Definitions on
movable and immovable property, tangible or
intangible in nature, including any intellectual,

197
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digital, financial property, and any associated
rights, claims, interests, benefits, and/or income or
proceeds, etc. Also included “technology” as an asset.
Definition aligns with  international insolvency
standards (e.g., UNCITRAL Model Law)

Section 29 (4); Duties of the Debtor
Proposed Comment:
¢ Requiring prior notice is a measure of procedural

fairness. Also, coordination with other law and
order stakeholders (Where required)

¢ To enhance coordination and procedural
integrity, it is reccommended that the prior notice
requirement under Section 29(4) be aligned
with cooperation from relevant law and order
stakeholders, including:

¢ Bangladesh Police, for ensuring security and
preventing obstruction during insolvency
proceedings;

Section 35 (2); Continuation of the Debtor’s

Management

Proposed Comment: Clearly defined, this course of

action, including fraud, willful misconduct, abuse of

process, or willful violation of the Procedure, or any

breach of the Act.

Section 82; Special Eligibility for Commencement

of Liquidation Procedure

Proposed Comment:

¢ The fact of “Digital tracking of asset disposal and
regular public disclosure” should be included.

¢ Liquidation should be treated as a last resort,
activated only when restructuring or bridge-bank
options are unfeasible, ensuring systemic stability.

Section 98; Notice and Sale of Asset

Proposed Comment:
¢ Expedited Process for Financial
Assets: Incorporate a fast-track liquidation

mechanism specifically for financial assets and
non-banking financial institutions (NBFIs).
¢ To prioritize transparency, depositor protection,
and timely resolution, Bangladesh Bank should
establish a dedicated liquidation unit.
Section 113; Special Assessment Criteria for
Commencement of Bankruptcy Procedure
Proposed Comment: Empower liquidators with
clear authority to take immediate control of a
company’s digital assets, including bank accounts,
digital signatures, and financial records.

Section 115; General Clauses related to Moratorium
Proposed Comment: A central bankruptcy registry
should be introduced.

Section 123; Special Processes applicable to
Bankruptcy of Large Debtor

10.

11.

12.

13.

Proposed Comment: Creditor-in-Possession (CIP)
Financing: Introduce provisions for super-priority
financing to encourage lenders to provide essential
funding to a bankrupt entity during resolution.

Section 125; Notice and Sale of Asset

Proposed Comment: Transparency in asset
distribution and depositor repayment must remain
central.

Section 129; Order of Priority for Distribution

Proposed Comment: Shift Focus from Liquidation
to Reorganization (Rescue Culture)- Introduce
a mandatory time-bound Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP), similar to international
standards, where a debtor gets a finite period to
propose a resolution plan, which must be approved
by creditors.

Chapter VIII (General); Overall cross-border
framework

Proposed Comment: National Implementation
Strategy for MLCBI- Develop and publish a national
strategy for implementing the UNCITRAL MLCBI,
outlining timelines, roles of various agencies, and
specific training programs. This should include a
clear statement that Bangladesh adopts a «modified
universalism»  approach, balancing universal
recognition with protection for local public policy
and creditors.

Section 152 & 154; Provisional and Permanent
Relief Granted Upon Recognition

Proposed Comment:

¢ Immediate Effect of Relief Orders: Include
specific language stating that provisional and
permanent relief orders (e.g., stay of execution,
suspension of asset transfer) shall take immediate
effect upon issuance, without requiring separate
procedural steps for local enforcement unless
exceptional circumstances demand it.

¢ Inter-Agency Enforcement Protocol: Establish
clear protocols for coordination between the
Insolvency Court, law enforcement agencies, and
property registration authorities to ensure rapid
and effective implementation and enforcement of
relief orders against assets (e.g., freezing accounts,
preventing property sales).

Section 147(2)(b); Notification to known Foreign
Creditors may be by advertisement in such
foreign newspapers as the Court considers most
appropriate.

Proposed Comment: Encourage the use of electronic
notification methods (e.g., dedicated online portals,
email to known addresses) in addition to or as an
alternative to newspaper advertisements.
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14. Miscellaneous Proposed Comment:

¢ Real Time Tracking Record: A real-time digital
platform should be established to enable debtors,
creditors, courts, and insolvency professionals
to track the progress of insolvency proceedings.
Real-time tracking enhances transparency,
accountability, and efficiency, while motivating
debtors to disclose assets accurately and promptly.

¢ New section may be Included: Bangladesh Bank
should establish clear guidelines for identifying
insolvent banks and initiating bankruptcy
proceedings without political or external
influence. Should adopt a comprehensive, fair,
and time-bound bankruptcy framework.

Building a National FDI Heatmap for
Bangladesh

To transform Bangladesh into a competitive destination
for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), this report outlines
a roadmap for identifying priority investment sectors
and potential investment sources. Utilizing a data-driven
approach, this report aligns with Bangladesh’s economic
growth goals by focusing on comparative advantages,
strategic partnerships, and actionable insights. This
collaboration between BIDA and DCCI aims to ensure
sustainable and impactful FDI inflows for Bangladesh.
Sector-specific Recommendations for FDI
1. Ready-made garments
¢ Improve supply chain integration by fostering
textile and raw material production.
¢ Market expansion, product diversification, value
addition and availability of raw materials should
be ensured by re-evaluating the business model.

¢ To establish man-made fibers and polyester-
oriented RMG industry through FDI and need
sufficient policy support in this regard.

2. Leather and leather goods

¢ Ensure the full functionality of industrial zones
while maintaining effective environmental
management.

* Simplify land acquisition and utility connection
processes.

¢ Environmental, Social and Quality (ESQ) must
be ensured at Savar Tannery Industrial Estate
(STIE) to obtain Leather Working Group (LWG)
certification.
3. Light engineering (LE) sector

¢ To introduce bonded warehouse facilities like the
RMG industry.

>

L 4

DCCI Annual Report 2025

Need research and training initiatives.

Through FDI opportunities will be created for
high-value-added products.

Pharmaceutical Industry

*

L 4

Invest in R&D and API production facilities.

The production process should be started quickly
in the Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API)
Industrial Park and new API markets should be
found to resolve the current crisis.

Negotiations with the WTO for waiver extension
till 2030 for oft-patented medicines.

Agriculture and agro-processing Sector

*

Simplify land acquisition and utility connection
processes.

Increasing the supply of improved varieties,
producing quality and safe vegetables and fruits,
and effective use of packaging houses.

Increasing space for exporting agricultural
products by air, installing separate gates and
scanner machines at airports for agricultural
products

Plastics Industry

>

Weneed to provide overall policy supportto ensure
adequate FDI in the use of new technologies for
augmented recycling and product diversification.

Need to diversify products and branding through
quality enhancement.

ICT Sector

L 4

Develop tech parks and ensure smooth regulatory
frameworks for startups.

Foster collaboration between foreign tech firms
and local academia to develop skilled labor.

Need adequate infrastructure development for
technical skill development, higher internet
speed, sufficient data centers, 4IR technology.

Energy and Power Sector

L 4

Attract FDI in renewable energy (e.g., solar,
wind).

Modernize power infrastructure through public-
private partnerships (PPPs).

Expand onshore and offshore exploration and use
modern technologies to optimize existing fields
like Ilisha-1in Bhola.

Infrastructure and Logistics:

*

>

A/

Maximizing the benefits of infrastructure to avoid
the risk of falling into the middle-income trap.

Supporting  sustainable infrastructure in
Bangladesh through mid to long-term financing
for the private sector.
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¢ Implementing the National Logistics Policy 2024
requires policy coordination with other policies.
10. General Recommendations for FDI Attraction
¢ Ease of Doing Business; Infrastructure

Development; Investment Incentives; Policy
Reforms; Sectoral Diversification.

Bangladesh Industrial Energy Efficiency Policy: A
Draft for Sustainable Progress

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) has
formulated a Draft Industrial Sector Energy Efficiency
Policy in collaboration with South Asian Network on
Economic Modeling (SANEM) based on the Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Master Plan up to 2030.
Specific objectives of this policy:
¢ Mapping policy, plan and regulations gap in
improving energy.
¢ Analyze the implementation level of EECMP
targets.
¢ Identify the most potential sectors for energy
efficiency optimization.
¢ Innovate public-private-academics collaboration
ways to enhance energy efficiency.

¢ Stakeholder consultation by group and by
individual, to understand the situation, need and
way forward.

¢ Develop comprehensive rules, incentives, and
monitoring frameworks.
Key Policy Areas and Sections:
¢ Energy Efficiency Awareness.
¢ Mandatory Energy Auditing & Monitoring.

¢ Financing & Incentives for Energy-Efficient
Technology Adoption.

¢ Sector-Specific Energy Efficiency Standards &
Regulations.

¢ Enforcement and Communication.
Infrastructure & Grid Modernization.
Implementation Roadmap.
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MEET THE PRESS: Road to Revival-2025

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a “Meet the Press” event under the theme
“Road to Revival” on January 11, 2025. Mr. Taskeen
Ahmed, President of DCCI, presented the chamber’s
priorities and highlighted its policy advocacy vision
for 2025. Mr. Ahmed emphasized that DCCI will focus
on three critical macroeconomic areas for economic
revival: lowering interest rates, controlling inflation, and
stabilizing the foreign exchange rate. With these priorities
in mind, DCCI will embark on its ‘Road to Revival’
initiative, working collaboratively with the government,
policymakers, and the international community to foster
a conducive environment for economic growth and
prosperity for the private sector and the economy as a
whole.

Mr. Razeev H Chowdhury, Senior Vice President, Mr.
Md. Salem Sulaiman, Vice President and Members of
the Board of Directors of DCCI, were also present at the
“Meet the Press” event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Need to reconsider the recent VAT/Tax increases
that affect industries like the automobile sector
and hospitality services, as these measures are
seen as highly detrimental to operational costs and
profitability.

¢ The government should consider offering favorable
tax structures and incentives to local investors
first, as this would provide a solid foundation for
attracting foreign investments in the future.

¢ DCCI stresses the importance of consulting
with affected sectors and stakeholders regarding
Bangladesh’s graduation from LDC status. If the
private sector feels unprepared, a delay of 2-3 years
in the graduation process should be considered to
ensure readiness and reduce potential challenges.
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Seminar on “Bi-annual Economic State & Future
Outlook of Bangladesh Economy- Private Sector
Perspective” (June-December, FY2024-25)

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a seminar titled “Biannual Economic State &
Future Outlook of Bangladesh Economy: Private Sector
Perspective” on Saturday, 22" February, 2025, at the DCCI
Auditorium. The event was attended by distinguished
academics, expert researchers, high-ranking government
officials, business leaders, civil society members, media
representatives, and Board of Directors members of
DCCIL

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered
Welcome Address and Keynote presentation. After
the presentation, he also moderated the seminar. The
esteemed panelists included Dr. Sayera Younus, Executive
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Director (Research) at Bangladesh Bank; Dr. Mohammad
Yunus, Research Director at the Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies (BIDS); Dr. M. Abu Eusuf,
Executive Director at RAPID and Professor and Former
Chairman of the Department of Development Studies at
the University of Dhaka; and Dr. M. Masrur Reaz, CEO
of Policy Exchange Bangladesh. Mr. Md. Abdur Rahim
Khan, Additional Secretary (Export) (with Routine
Charge of Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, GoB graced
the seminar as the Chief Guest.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Full automation and seamless digital filing
for corporate tax should be implemented in
collaboration with the private sector to reduce
errors and detect evasion.

¢ Energy supply to industries must be uninterrupted
to maintain productive capacity for smooth
operations and to ensure effective supply chain
management.

¢ API parks should be fully functional to reduce
import dependence, positioning Bangladesh as
a hub for generic medicines. Multiple API parks
should be developed under a PPP model with
incentives.

¢ Investment in infrastructure like Prototype
Labs and Original Brand Manufacturer (OBM)
branding should be made to foster innovation.

¢ The banking sector must be strengthened by
promoting risk-based lending, improving
corporate governance, and adhering to global
standards like Basel III for capital adequacy and
accountability.

FGD on “Implementation of the STS for Smooth
Transition from LDC Status”

To explore effective implementation strategies for the
Smooth Transition Strategy (STS), Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) and Support to
Sustainable Graduation Project (SSGP) of the ERD
jointly organized an FGD on “Implementation of the STS
for Smooth Transition from LDC Status”. The event took
place on Monday, 10" March 2025 at DCCI Auditorium.
The objective of the event was to develop pragmatic policy
recommendations aligned with local industrial needs to
ensure a successful and sustainable transition.

Mr. A. H. M. Jahangir, Additional Secretary of ERD &
the Project Director of SSGP delivered the introductory
remarks. This was followed by a presentation on
introduction to the STS by Dr. Mostafa Abid Khan,
Component Manager of SSGP and former Member of
the Bangladesh Trade and Tariff Commission (BTTC).

A/
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Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI moderated
the event and also delivered the welcome address and
keynote presentation. The event was graced by the Chief
Guest Mr. Md. Shahriar Kader Siddiky, Secretary of the
Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance, GoB
and the Special Guest Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary
of the Ministry of Commerce.

A designated panel discussion session featured
prominent industry leaders and experts, including Mr.
Mohammed Mahbubur Rahman Patwari, Managing
Director of Sonali Aansh Industries Limited; Mr. Asif
Ashraf, former Director of BGMEA and Managing
Director & CEO of Urmi Group; Mr. Mohammad Hatem,
President, BKMEA; Mr. Manwar Hossain, Chairman
of Anwar Group of Industries and Former Director of
DCCI; Mr. Rizwan Rahman, former President of DCCI
and Managing Director of ETBL Holdings Limited; Mr.
Munir Choudhury, National Trade Expert, Bangladesh
Regional Connectivity Project-1 (BRCP-1), GoB and Dr.
Md. Rezaul Bashar Siddique, Component Manager of
SSGP, ERD & former Additional Secretary, GoB.

Summary of Recommendations:

@ Private sector recommends for a deferral of
LDC graduation by 2-3 years to strengthen
competitiveness and allow time for policy updates.

@ The STS should explicitly prioritize CMSMEs and
outline measures to facilitate their transition.

¢ Regulatory oversight and governance mechanisms
should be strengthened for a smoother transition.

@ The roles of private sector entities in the action
matrix of STS are less defined, requiring clearly
define roles of businesses, trade bodies, and
institutions as a supporting agency in the action
plan to enhance engagement and compliance.

FGD on “Implementation of IFRS for SMEs”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a Focus Group Discussion titled
“Implementation of IFRS for SMEs” on Saturday, 22"
March 2025, at DCCI Auditorium. The discussion aims to
identify practical solutions for simplifying IFRS adoption
and maximizing its benefits for SMEs, ultimately fostering
enhanced corporate governance and sustainable business
growth.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI moderated the
event after delivering his welcome address. A keynote
was presented by Mr. Sk. Md. Tarikul Islam FCA, Partner,
Hoda Vasi Chowdhury & Co. Chartered Accountants. The
event was graced by the Chief Guest Dr. Mohammad Abu
Yusuf, Chairman (Acting), Financial Reporting Council,
Finance Division, Ministry of Finance, GoB and the
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Special Guest Mr. Md. Amir Uddin, Executive Director,
Bangladesh Bank. Among others, Mr. Nawshad Mustafa,
Director, SME & Special Programmes Department,
Bangladesh Bank and Mr. Mohammad Jahangir Hossain,
General Manager of SME Foundation were present as
Distinguished Panel Discussants.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Develop sector-specific customized accounting
software to simplify IFRS adoption for SMEs.

¢ As SMEs across the country adopt structured
accounting practices, the government can expand
the tax base, easing the pressure on Dhaka and
Chittagong while fostering a more balanced and
inclusive revenue system.

¢ While IFRS for SME:s is simpler than full IFRS, it
still requires investment in training and regulatory
alignment.

¢ Adopting international standards in SME financial
reporting will significantly enhance tax revenue
collection by improving compliance, reducing tax
evasion, and bringing more businesses into the tax
net.

¢ Special tax incentives should be provided for R&D
expenditures to encourage innovation in SMEs.
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Seminar on “U.S. Reciprocal Tariffs and Way Forward
for Bangladesh”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI),
in collaboration with Business Initiative Leading
Development (BUILD), organized a seminar titled “U.S.
Reciprocal Tariffs and Way Forward for Bangladesh” on
Saturday, 17" May 2025 at the DCCI Auditorium.

The eventwas graced by Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, as
the Chief Guest. Dr. Moinul Khan, Chairman (Secretary),
Bangladesh Trade and Tariff Commission (BTTC),
and Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, President, International
Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh, attended as Special
Guests. The keynote presentation was delivered by Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow, Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), who provided an in-depth
analysis of the geopolitical and economic ramifications of
the U.S. tariff policy.

Also, present was Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, Chairperson,
BUILD, who shared strategic insights on private sector
preparedness and public-private
distinguished panel of discussants enriched the seminar
with their diverse perspectives, including Dr. M. Masrur
Reaz, Chairman and CEO, Policy Exchange Bangladesh;
Mr. Shams Mahmud, Former President, DCCI &
Managing Director, Shasha Denims Ltd.; Mr. Razeeb
Haider, Director, Bangladesh Textile Mills Association
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(BTMA); and Mr. Md. Mezbaul Haque, Executive
Director, Bangladesh Bank.

The seminar was moderated by Mr. Taskeen Ahmed,
President, DCCI. Discussions focused on evaluating the
impact of the U.S. reciprocal tariffs on Bangladesh’s export
sectors and on devising robust strategies to enhance trade
resilience, diversify export markets, and foster long-term
competitiveness in an increasingly volatile global trade
landscape.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Bangladesh  should  consider  removing
supplementary and regulatory duties (para-tariffs)
to show goodwill to the U.S. and lower effective
import tariffs.

¢ If Bangladesh reduces tariffs on key U.S. imports,
it must apply similar treatment to other trading
partners to maintain trade neutrality.

¢ Bangladesh needs to focus on economic
transformation by enhancing export
diversification, increasing productivity, and

improving institutional capacity rather than
relying only on short-term trade remedies.

¢ Accelerate reforms in labor rights and
environmental standards to align with U.S.
expectations and potentially requalify for the
reinstatement of Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) benefits.
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Seminar on “Export-Import Policies in Bangladesh:
Requirements and Challenges upon LDC Graduation

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a seminar titled “Export-Import Policies
in Bangladesh: Requirements and Challenges upon
LDC Graduation” held on 24" May 2025 at the DCCI
Auditorium to foster dialogue among stakeholders.
The objective was to bring together policymakers,
private sector representatives, development experts, and
academics to discuss the challenges, identify policy gaps,
and explore actionable strategies for a resilient post-LDC
transition.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered the
welcome address, setting the tone for the seminar and
highlighting its relevance in the context of Bangladesh’s
upcoming graduation from LDC status. The keynote
paper was presented by Dr. Selim Raihan, Professor of
Economics at the University of Dhaka and Executive
Director of SANEM, who provided an analytical
perspective on the challenges and opportunities for
export-import policy reforms in the post-LDC context.
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Mr. Lutfey Siddiqi, Special Envoy on International Affairs
to the Chief Adviser of the Government of Bangladesh
grace the event as chief guest. In addition, Mr. Md. Anwar
Hossain, Vice Chairman of the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB); Mr. Kazi Mostafizur Rahman, Member (Customs:
Audit Modernization & International Trade) at the
National Board of Revenue (NBR); and Dr. Anisuzzaman
Chowdhury, Special Assistant (State Minister Rank) at
the Economic Relations Division (ERD) of the Ministry
of Finance.

A distinguished panel of discussants contributed their
insights following the keynote presentation. The panel
included Mr. Fakir Kamruzzaman Nahid, Managing
Director of Fakir Fashion Limited and Vice President
(Elected) of BKMEA; Mr. Md. Zakir Hossain, Managing
Director of Delta Pharma Ltd. and Secretary General of
BAPI; Mr. Syed Almas Kabir, Former President of BASIS;
Mr. Md. Moshiul Alam, Joint Chief of the International
Cooperation Division at the Bangladesh Trade and Tariff
Commission; Mr. Md. Fazlul Hoque, Former President
of BKMEA and Managing Director of Plummy Fashions
Ltd.

Summary of Recommendations:

@ Greater policy and financial support need to
be provided to non-RMG sectors, particularly
in high-value areas such as agro-processing,
pharmaceuticals, automobiles,
electronics, and IT services.

electrical and

¢ Bangladesh needs to develop a core team of trade
experts and legal advisors who can effectively
negotiate in international forums and protect
national interests.

¢ Import policy needs to be modernized to ensure
easier access to quality intermediate inputs and
support backward integration.

¢ An integrated trade policy framework should be
developed to harmonize export, import, and tariff
policies for greater coherence.

¢ There is a need to strengthen inter-agency
coordination among the Ministry of Commerce,
NBR, BIDA, and the Export Promotion Bureau.

FGD on “Sustainable Export Growth in Post LDC Era:
Strategies for the Leather Sector”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) is
organizing a Focus Group Discussion titled “Sustainable
Export Growth in Post LDC Era: Strategies for the Leather
Sector” on Sunday, 25" May, 2025, DCCI Auditorium. The
discussion aims to identify the current challenges facing
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the leather industry and to explore strategic pathways for
enhancing its export competitiveness in the post-LDC
era.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered
the welcome address and subsequently moderated the
event. The keynote presentation was delivered by Mr.
Syed Nasim Manzur, President of LFMEAB and Former
President of MCCI

Mr. Adilur Rahman Khan, Honorable Adviser to the
Ministry of Industries, Government of Bangladesh,
graced the event as the Chief Guest. The event was also
attended by Special Guests Mr. Md. Hafizur Rahman,
Administrator of FBCCI, and Mr. Md. Saiful Islam,
Chairman of the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC).

A distinguished panel of discussants contributed their
insights following the keynote presentation. The panel
included Mr. Md. Nurul Islam, Chief Executive Officer,
Bangladesh Tanners Association (BTA), Mr. Ibnul
Wara, Managing Director, Austan Ltd.; Mr. Md. Nasir
Khan, Managing Director, Jennys Shoes Ltd.; Mr. Ziaur
Rahman, Managing Director, Bay Group; Ms. Salma
Ahmed, Chief Scientific Officer (Officer-in-Charge),
Leather Research Institute, BCSIR; Mr. Md. Ariful
Hoque, Director General (Joint Secretary), Strategic
Investment (Additional Charge), Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (BIDA); Dr. Nazneen Kawshar
Chowdhury, Additional Secretary, WTO Wing, Ministry
of Commerce, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh were present as Distinguished Discussants.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Accelerating the establishment and effective
operation of Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs)
across all tanneries, supported by targeted
financial incentives, technology transfer, and green
financing mechanisms.

¢ Need to adopt international standards related
to compliance like environment, labor, and
governance (ESG), and improve traceability
mechanisms through public-private collaboration
and certification (e.g., LWG).

¢ Provide government incentives and low-interest
Green Fund loans to facilitate the installation
of individual Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs),
especially for small and medium enterprises
(SMEs).

¢ Establish effective collaboration between the
government and the private sector to ensure
efficient operation, monitoring, and capacity
expansion of the Central Effluent Treatment Plant
(CETP).

A/
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Seminar on “Current Challenges in the Banking Sector:
Borrowers’ Perspective”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a seminar titled “Current Challenges in the
Banking Sector: Borrowers’ Perspective” held on 28"
June 2025 at the DCCI Auditorium in Motijheel, Dhaka,
to foster dialogue among stakeholders. The objective of
this event was to bring policymakers and private sector
representatives together to discuss the ongoing challenges
faced by the banking and financial sector.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President, DCCI, delivered the
welcome address, setting the tone for the seminar and
highlighting its relevance in the context of intellectual
nourishment and policy reflection on the future direction
of Bangladesh’s banking sector. The keynote paper was
presented by Mr. Ashraf Ahmed, Immediate former
President and Director, DCCI, who provided an analytical
perspective on key strategic considerations to overcome
present challenges of the banking sector.

Dr. Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Special Assistant (State
Minister Rank), Economic Relations Division, Ministry
of Finance, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, graced the event as the Chief Guest. In
addition, Dr. Md. Ezazul Islam, Executive Director
(Monetary Policy Department), Bangladesh Bank, was
present as the Special Guest.

A distinguished panel of discussants contributed their
insights following the keynote presentation. The panel
included Mr. Hossain Khaled, Group Managing Director,
Anwar Group of Industries and Former President, DCCI;
Mr. Abdul Hai Sarker, Chairman, Bangladesh Association
of Banks (BAB); Mr. Fazlee Shamim Ehsan, Executive
President, BKMEA and Managing Director, Fatullah
Apparels Limited; Mr. Mati Ul Hasan, Managing Director,
Mercantile Bank PLC; Ms. Sohana Rouf Chowdhury,
Managing Director, Rangs Motors Limited;

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Banksshould transition from a narrow emphasis on
interest rates and profit margins toward fostering
collaborative, partnership-based relationships
with clients.

¢ Financially weak or underperforming banks should
be supported through structured, constructive
interventions rather than being overlooked or
marginalized.

¢ A more sophisticated strategy for managing
loan defaults is required. This should include
rehabilitation-oriented solutions, the deployment
of financial technologies for transparent
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disbursements, and targeted interest subsidies
that differentiate between genuine defaulters and
willful defaulters.

¢ A comprehensive legal framework should be
established to facilitate the restructuring and
rescheduling of creditor obligations-modeled after
mechanismslike Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection
to enable the recovery of viable enterprises while
safeguarding creditor interests.

Seminar on “Enhancing Bangladesh’s Logistics Sector
for Sustainable Economic Growth”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) is
organizing a Seminar titled “Enhancing Bangladesh’s
Logistics Sector for Sustainable Economic Growth”
on Sunday, 29" June, 2025 at DCCI Auditorium. The
discussion aims to foster dialogue and collaboration
among policymakers, private sector leaders, and
development partners to develop an efficient, integrated,
and sustainable logistics system that aligns with the
country’s long-term economic development.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered
the welcome address and subsequently moderated the
event. The keynote presentation was delivered by Dr. M.
Masrur Reaz, Chairman and CEO, Policy Exchange of
Bangladesh.

Dr. Sheik Moinuddin, Special Assistant to the Hon’ble
Chief Adviser, Ministry of Road Transport and Bridges,
Government of Bangladesh, graced the event as the Chief
Guest. The event was also attended by Special Guests
Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, Chairperson, Business Initiative
Leading Development (BUILD) and Mr. Md. Salim
Ullah, Chairman, Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Corporation (BIWTC), Government of Bangladesh.

A distinguished panel of discussants contributed their
insights following the keynote presentation. The panel
included Mr. Humayun Kabir, Senior Project Officer
(Transport) ADB; Mohammad Naquib Uddin Khan,
President, Bangladesh Supply Chain Management Society
(BSCMS); Mr. Shamim Ul Huq, Country Director, DP
World, Bangladesh; Mr. Alamgir Morshed, Executive
Director & CEO, IDCOL; Mr. Md. Habibur Rahman,
Additional Secretary, Member (Admin and Planning),
Chittagong Port Authority were present as Distinguished
Discussants.

Summary of Recommendations:
¢ Establish a dedicated Ministry or Nodal Authority
to oversee, coordinate, and monitor logistics sector
development, ensuring effective implementation
of policies and fostering accountability.
¢ Declare the period from 2026 to 2035 as the
‘Logistics Decade’ to emphasize prioritization of

logistics reforms, investment mobilization, and
strategic sector growth.

¢ Build a multidimensional, multimodal transport
ecosystem that integrates roads, railways, inland
waterways, seaports, air transport, and digital
infrastructure for seamless cargo movement and
enhanced connectivity.

¢ Promote adoption of digital logistics technologies,
including Warehouse Management Systems
(WMS), robotics, IoT sensors, RFID-enabled
inventory tracking, and smart
automation to increase operational efficiency and
reduce errors.

warehouse

¢ Develop and expand robust cold chain logistics
with well-maintained refrigeration equipment,
backup power systems, temperature-controlled
docks, comprehensive staff training, and strict
SOPs to support perishable and pharmaceutical
exports.
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Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Energy Efficiency
in the Industrial Sector of Bangladesh”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) and
South Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM)
jointly organised a Focus Group Discussion titled
“Energy Efficiency in the Industrial Sector of Bangladesh”
on Monday, July 28, 2025 at the DCCI Auditorium. The
objective of the FGD is to develop concrete, evidence-
based policy recommendations aimed at enhancing
industrial resilience and guiding essential reforms in
the energy sector. To support effective implementation,
DCCI and SANEM will jointly prepare a policy brief
outlining specific energy efficiency standards, incentives,
and enforcement mechanisms.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, chaired the
event, while the session was moderated by Dr. Selim
Raihan, Executive Director of SANEM. A tone-setting
presentation was delivered by Ms. Israt Hossain, Director
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at SANEM, providing key context and framing for
the discussion. Mr. Mohammad Wahid Hossain, ndc,
Chairman (Senior Secretary), Bangladesh Energy and
Power Research Council (BEPRC), Government of
Bangladesh, graced the event as the Guest of Honor.

Openfloordiscussants contributed theirinsights following
the tone-setting presentation. The discussants included
Engr. Md. Nurul Aktar, CEO & Director, Energypac
Electronics Ltd.; Dr. Sumon Chowdhury, Secretary
General, Bangladesh Steel Manufacturers Association
(BSMA); Mr. Inamul Haq Khan, Senior Vice President,
BGMEA & Managing Director, Ananta Garments Ltd.;
Mr. Mansoor Ahmed, Sr. Vice President, BKMEA; Mr.
M Mosaddek Hossain, Senior Vice President, BAPI &
Chairman, UniMed UniHealth Pharmaceuticals Ltd.;
Mr. Shankar Kumar Roy, Executive Director, Bangladesh
Cement Manufacturers Association (BCMA); Mr.
Shamim Ahmed, President, Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers & Exporters Association (BPGMEA); Mr.
Mostafa Al Mahmud, President, Bangladesh Sustainable
and Renewable Energy Association (BSREA); Colonel
(Retired) Engineer A R Mohammad Parvez Mazumder,
afwc, psc, Secretary General, Bangladesh Independent
Power Producers’ Association (BIPPA); Mr. Tanvir Ebne
Bashar, Senior Assistant Vice President & Unit Head,
Industrial & Energy Efficiency Finance (IEEF), IDCOL;
Engr. Md. Moinuddin Khan, Superintending Engineer,
Grid, System Protection & Energy Audit, Dhaka Electric
Supply Company Limited (DESCO); Mr. Md. Adil
Chawdhury, Superintending Engineer, Planning, Power
Grid Bangladesh PLC; Engr. Mohammad Ahsanul Amin,
General Manager, Production Division, BAPEX; Mr. Md.
Imam Uddin Sheikh, General Manager (Production &
Marketing), Petrobangla; Mr. Gobinda Chandra Laha,
Chief Engineer, Planning and Design, Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB), GoB.; Engr. Toufiqg Rahman,
Assistant Director, Standards & Labeling, SREDA; Mr.
Md. Rezaul Karim Khan, Director (Power), BERC; Mr.
Md. Jahidul Islam, Joint Secretary, Training Section,
Power Division, GoB; Mr. MD. Rafiqul Alam, Additional
Secretary (Operation), Energy and Mineral Resources
Division, GoB; Mr. Asif Ibrahim, Former President,
DCCI and Vice Chairman, Newage Group; Members
of the DCCI Board of Directors were also present and
contributed to the discussion.

Summary of Recommendations:

@ Structural reforms in the energy sector must be
addressed as a national priority to ensure long-
term energy security and industrial sustainability.

¢ Conduct comprehensive audits and research
to identify energy types used across different
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industries and standardize energy efficiency
measurement metrics.

¢ Formulate and enforce a dedicated Industrial
Energy Efficiency Policy aligned with national
benchmarks and objectives.

¢ Establish a national green energy fund providing
concessional loans and financial support for
industries adopting energy-efficient and renewable
technologies.

¢ Develop GIS-based clustered industrial energy
hubs with shared substations, distributed
renewable systems, and smart grids in major
industrial zones.

¢ Prioritize allocation of limited gas supplies to high-
efficiency industries and phase out low-efficiency
captive plants (<40% efficiency).

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Decentralisation
& Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards a
Sustainable Dhaka”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organised a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on
“Decentralisation & Environmental Welfare of the
Capital: Towards a Sustainable Dhaka” on Saturday,
August 23,2025, at the DCCI Auditorium. The objective of
the FGD was to develop evidence-based policy directions
to support Decentralisation, strengthen environmental
governance, and build a roadmap for a sustainable Dhaka.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered the
Welcome Address and also moderated the event, while
the Keynote Presentation was delivered by Architect Igbal
Habib, Founder Partner of Vitti Sthapati Brindo Ltd., Vice
President of Safety Awareness Foundation (SAF), and a
noted environmental activist.

The panel discussion brought together distinguished
experts and stakeholders: Dr. Adil Mohammad Khan,
President, Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP); Mr.
Liakat Ali Bhuiyan, Sr Vice President, Real Estate and
Housing Association of Bangladesh (REHAB); Mr.
Dilbahar Ahmed, Geographer & Urban Planner, Dhaka
North City Corporation (DNCC); Mr. M. Abu Hurairah,
Former Vice President, DCCI; Mr. Alhaz Abdus Salam,
Former Sr. Vice President, DCCL; Dr. Md. Shamsul Hoque,
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, BUET; Mr.
Md. Ashraful Islam, Chief Town Planner, RAJUK; Mr.
Kazi Golam Nasir, Former Chief Architect, Department of
Architecture, Ministry of Housing and Public Affairs; Mr.
Md. Ziaul Haque, Director, Department of Environment
(DOE); and Mr. Md. Jahirul Islam, CEO, Dhaka South
City Corporation (DSCC).

The event was further graced by Engr. Md. Reazul Islam,
Chairman, RAJUK, as Special Guest, and Syeda Rizwana
Hasan, Honourable Adviser, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, as Chief Guest.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Dhaka should be divided into three categories -
administrative, economic, and population-based—
supported by decentralization strategies, rural
development, and empowered local governments.

¢ Waste management must be strengthened by
ensuring that all central effluent treatment plants
in industrial zones are fully operational and that
industries comply with mandatory waste treatment
regulations.

¢ Renewable energy sources and energy-efficient
transport systems should be expanded, and the
use of modern monitoring technologies such as
IoT-based air and noise quality sensors should be
introduced for real-time management.

¢ A multimodal transport network should be
developed to ensure fast, smooth, and affordable
mobility across cities and regions, reducing
congestion and travel delays in Dhaka.

Seminar on Biannual Economic State & Future Outlook
of Bangladesh Economy: Private Sector Perspective
(January-June, 2025)

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a seminar titled “Biannual Economic State &
Future Outlook of Bangladesh Economy: Private Sector
Perspective” on Sunday, 24™ August, 2025, at the DCCI
Auditorium. The event was attended by distinguished
expert researchers, high-ranking government officials,
business leaders, «civil society members, media
representatives, and Board of Directors & members of
DCCI.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered
Welcome Address and Keynote presentation. After
the presentation, he also moderated the seminar. The
esteemed panelists included Mr. Md. Rabiul Islam,
Economics Officer, Asian Development Bank (ADB); Mr.
Nawshad Mustafa, Director, SME & Special Programmes
Department, Bangladesh Bank; Mr. Mahmud Salahuddin
Naser, Director (Research), Monetary Policy Department,
Bangladesh Bank; Dr. A K Enamul Haque, Director
General, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies;
and Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, Distinguished Fellow, Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Mr. Dr. Monzur Hossain,
Member (Secretary), General Economics Division,
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Bangladesh Planning Commission, Government of
Bangladesh graced the seminar as the Chief Guest.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Establish an Asset Management Company (AMC)
to manage non-performing loans (NPLs) and
strengthen overall banking sector efficiency.

¢ Continue preparations for LDC graduation
through strong government-private sector
engagement, while cautiously seeking a three-year
extension but ensuring readiness to graduate even
without approval.

¢ Ensure ESG compliance and backward linkage
development to enhance global competitiveness.

¢ Expand domestic gas exploration, secure long-
term LNG supply agreements, and increase budget
allocation for energy and power infrastructure to
meet rising demand.

¢ Promote sector-specific upskilling through digital
platforms, market-oriented training, and youth
development programs.

Seminar on “Advancing Dispute Settlement and
Contract Enforcement for Businesses”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a seminar on “Advancing Dispute Settlement
and Contract Enforcement for Businesses” on 2™
September 2025 at the DCCI Auditorium. The event
brought together policymakers, judiciary, legal experts,
business leaders, and development partners to discuss the
establishment of dedicated commercial courts, to ensure
faster and more transparent dispute resolution while
strengthening Bangladesh’s investment climate.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered the
welcome remarks, chaired, and moderated the seminar,
which began with a recitation from the Holy Quran. A
tone-setting presentation was delivered by Barrister Md.
Sameer Sattar, Former President of DCCI, provided the
initial framework for the discussion.

The panel discussion session featured contributions
from Barrister Tanim Hussain Shawon, Partner, Dr.
Kamal Hossain and Associates; Judge Tareque Muajjem
Hussain, Special Officer to the Chief Justice of Bangladesh
(Additional District Judge); Mr. Vikna Rajah, Co-Head,
South Asia Desk, Rajah and Tann, Singapore; Mr. K A M
Majedur Rahman, Chief Executive Officer, Bangladesh
International Arbitration Centre (BIAC); Mrs. Sonali
Dayaratne, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP
Bangladesh; and Mr. Md. Ariful Hoque, Director General
(Joint Secretary), Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA).
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Special addresses were made by Mr. Md. Abdur Rahim
Khan, Additional Secretary (Export Wing), Ministry
of Commerce and Vice Chairman, EPB (Additional
Charge), and H.E. Mr. Michael Miller, Ambassador and
Head of Delegation, the European Union in Bangladesh.
The seminar was graced by the Chief Guest, Mr.
Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce,
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. The
program concluded with lunch and networking among
the participants.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Establish a dedicated Commercial Court with
specialised and trained judges to ensure faster,
focused resolution of business disputes.

¢ Reform and modernise the Arbitration Act 2001,
including direct enforcement of arbitral awards in
higher courts and recognition of interim relief for
foreign-seated arbitrations.

¢ Strengthen judicial efficiency through digitisation,
training, and monitoring systems, including digital
tracking of case information.

¢ Enhance inter-ministerial coordination to
streamline dispute settlement processes and avoid
bureaucratic bottlenecks.

@ Adopt best practices from successful global
models (Singapore, Dubai, Rwanda) to improve
legal structures and attract FDIL.

¢ Engage the private sector and chambers of
commerce in shaping reforms to reflect business
needs and realities.

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Diversifying
the Export Basket: Innovation, Export Potential and
Market Expansion of the Toy Manufacturing Industry”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) titled
“Diversifying the Export Basket: Innovation, Export
Potential and Market Expansion of the Toy Manufacturing
Industry” on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at the DCCI
Auditorium. The objective of the FGD was to examine
the barriers impeding export growth, assess the untapped
potential of the domestic toy industry and propose
actionable policy reforms and investment strategies
to foster a globally competitive toy manufacturing
ecosystem.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President DCCI, delivered the
welcome remarks and moderated the discussion. The
keynote presentation was given by Mr. Shamim Ahmed,
President, Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers
& Exporters Association (BPGMEA) and Managing
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Director, Jalalabad Polymer Industries. Mr. Martin
Dawson, Deputy Development Director, British High
Commission in Dhaka, and Mr. Muhammad Mubinul
Kabir, Member (Customs: Policy & ICT) National Board
of Revenue NBR) were also present as Special Guests.

The open-floor session featured contributions from
leading industry representatives and experts. Among
them were Mr. Md. Juhirul Islam Shimul, Deputy
General Manager, Redmin Industries Ltd.; Mr. Musa Bin
Tareque, General Manager, Hashy Tiger Company Ltd.;
Dr. Abdullah Al Mamun, Deputy Director (Waste and
Chemicals Management), Department of Environment
(DoE), GoB; Mr. Md. Anisur Rahman, Deputy Executive
Director, Premiaflex Plastics Limited (ACIPLC); Mr. Yasir
Obaid, Managing Director and CEO, Cupcake Exports
Limited; Mr. Belal Ahmed, Managing Director, Golden
Son Ltd.; Dr. Ashoke Kumer Roy, Director (Patents &
Industrial Design), Department of Patent, Industrial
Design & Trademarks (DPDT), Ministry of Industries,
GoB; and Mr. Md. Mamun-Ur-Rashid Askari, Joint Chief,
International Cooperation Division, Bangladesh Trade
and Tariff Commission (BTTC) and members of the
DCCI Board of Directors were also present at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) should be
implemented to make toy collection and recycling
easier, supported by dedicated government
facilities.

¢ Entrepreneurs are deprived of government benefits
due to the absence of a specific toy industry policy,
particularly for plastic toys. In this regard, toy-
specific policy is required in no time.

¢ Quality toys must be made affordable to the
middle class, requiring greater investment in
molds, design, and branding to meet international
standard.

¢ A collective export model, similar to China’s, where
products from small manufacturers are exported
under a unified system, should be considered.

¢ Establishing internationally accredited quality
testing laboratories in Bangladesh is essential to
reduce costs and time for exporters.

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Digital Banking
for All: Bridging Gap in Financial Inclusion”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) titled “Digital
Banking for All: Bridging Gap in Financial Inclusion” on
Thursday, September 25, 2025, at the DCCI Auditorium.

The objective of this FGD was to promote secure digital
banking for all by addressing existing gaps in financial
inclusion, with a focus on policy recommendations,
innovation, and collaboration to build a resilient digital
financial ecosystem that empowers SMEs, women, and
marginalized communities.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President DCCI, delivered the
welcome remarks and moderated the discussion. The
keynote presentation was given by Mr. Sanjid Hossain,
Head of Commercial Partnership, Robi Axiata PLC. Dr.
Md. Ezazul Islam, Executive Director, Bangladesh Bank
was present as the Special Guest, while Mr. Shish Haider
Chowdhury, ndc, MCIPS (CS), Secretary, ICT Division,
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, was
present as the Chief Guest and joined the event virtually.

The open-floor session featured contributions from
leading industry representatives and experts. Among
them Mr. Shahee Mirza, CISSP, Co-Founder & Chief
Cyber Operations Officer, Beetles Cyber Security Ltd.;
Mr. Rezwan Ali, Director, Omega Exim Limited; Mr.
Kazi Azizur Rahman, Additional Managing Director
& Chief Information Officer, City Bank PLC; Mr. Arif
Khan, CFA, FCMA, Vice Chairman, Shanta Asset
Management Limited; Mr. Md. Elius Ziku, Additional
Deputy Commissioner of Police (Social Media and Crime
Investigation Team), Detective-Cyber and Special Crime-
North Division, Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP),
and members of the DCCI Board of Directors were also
attended at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Need to key considerations including private credit
scoring, intellectual property protection (patent
and trademarks), strategic niche positioning, and
a “microeconomic support” approach.

¢ Smart solutions such as cash-flow aligned
credit, interoperable QR code, and data-driven
underwriting can expand access for micro-
retailers, suppliers, and SMEs, helping to reduce
costs, and promote tax and export readiness.

@ Protection and prevention require nationwide
scam-awareness campaigns, plain-language user
interfaces, strong consent and alert systems,
and advanced fraud analytics with MFA, device
binding, and encryption by default.

@ Clear guidelines are needed to distinguish between
digital and conventional banking approaches,
particularly regarding the terms and conditions
of the Credit Information Bureau (CIB) and the
effectiveness of regulatory bodies.

BEY AV 4y A



¢ A well-coordinated effort among Bangladesh
Bank, commercial banks, MFS providers, the ICT
Division and the police to establish a truly cashless
society.

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Branding and
Marketing Challenges for CMSMEs: Unlocking Export
Potential”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) titled
“Branding and Marketing Challenges for CMSMEs:
Unlocking Export Potential” on Monday, September 29,
2025, at the DCCI Auditorium. The event aims to identify
branding and marketing challenges faced by CMSMEs,
explore actionable solutions, and develop a roadmap
to enhance their export readiness, fostering inclusive,
sustainable, and export-led growth in the post-LDC era.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President DCCI, delivered the
welcome remarks, keynote presentations, and moderated
the event. Mr. Mohammad Hasan Arif, Vice Chairman &
Chief Executive, Export Promotion Bureau (EPB), GoB,
and Mr. Md. Saiful Islam, Chairman, Bangladesh Small
and Cottage Industries Corporation (BSCIC), GoB, were
present as the Special Guests. Mr. Md Obaidur Rahman,
Secretary, Ministry of Industries, Government of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest.

The Panel Discussion session featured contributions
from leading industry representatives and experts. The
distinguished panel included Mr. Md. Shafat Kadir,
Founder and CEO, Hat Bakso. Mr. Md. Rashedul Karim
Munna, Managing Director, Creation (Pvt) Ltd. &
Former Director, DCCI; Dr. Md Razzaqul Islam, Deputy
Secretary & Director, Business Promotion Council (BPC),
Ministry of Commerce, GoB; Mr. Shamim Ahmed,
President, Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BPGMEA); Mr. Muhammad
Mustafizur Rahman, Additional Director, SME & Special
Programmes Department (SMESPD), Bangladesh Bank.
Members of the DCCI Board of Directors were also
present at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Position products as a Brand of Bangladesh, not
just “Made in Bangladesh,” emphasizing culture,
tradition, craftsmanship, and unique stories.

¢ Use strong narratives, distinctive packaging, and
artistry to create perceived value in international
markets.
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¢ Promote cluster branding through joint branding,
research, marketing, and resource sharing to
enhance competitiveness and reduce costs.

¢ Target niche markets that value Bangladeshi

craftsmanship and ensure products have

compelling stories.

@ Protect products against copying and link them
to national heritage, cultural events, or traditional
craftsmanship.

¢ Dosition products as high-end experiences rather
than commodities to enhance perceived value
worldwide.

¢ Support CMSMEs in achieving international
quality standards and certifications (e.g., ISO,
HACCP, LWG) to boost global competitiveness.

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Development
of Bangladesh Halal Industry: Challenges and
Opportunities”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organized a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on
“Development of Bangladesh Halal Industry: Challenges
and Opportunities” on Saturday, 11 October 2025, at
the DCCI Auditorium (5th Floor). This FGD aimed
to disseminate information about the global and
national halal food industry, identify challenges in
certification and governance, and develop constructive
policy recommendations for establishing a robust halal
ecosystem in Bangladesh that can attract investment,
enhance exports in the global halal value chain.

Mr. Razeev H Chowdhury, Senior Vice President, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), delivered
the welcome remarks and moderated the event. Keynote
paper presented by Dr. Mominul Islam, Assistant
Professor, IUBAT. The distinguished panel included
Mr. Md Abul Kalam Azad, Assistant. Manager-Export,
Paragon Group, Mr. Sadiq M. Alam, Managing Director
and COO, Metamorphosis, Mr. AGM Sayadul Haq
Bhuiyan, Head of Supply Chain and Export, Bengal Meat,
Dr. Md. Abu Saleh Patwary, Deputy Director, Islamic
Foundation, Mr. S. M. Abu Sayed, Deputy Director (Halal
Certification, CM), BSTI, Ms. Baby Rani Karmakar,
Director General-1 (Joint Secretary), Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB), Mr. Md. Ariful Hoque, Director General
(Joint Secretary), International Investment Promotion,
BIDA, Mr.
Bangladesh Accreditation Board, Ministry of Industries,

Mohd. Aminul Islam, Director General,
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GoB. Members of the DCCI Board of Directors were also
present at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Establish a National Halal Board integrating
Islamic  Foundation, BSTI, DGDA, trade
organizations, academia, and relevant ministries
to unify policies, certification, and compliance.

¢ Develop a National Halal Policy and Act to
provide standards, intersectoral coordination,
and alignment with OIC/SMIIC and World Halal
Council (WHC).

¢ Introduce uniform halal certification standards
across food, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, medicine,
and tourism to enable international recognition
and cross-recognition.

¢ Implement national accreditation for halal
auditors, laboratories, and producers to build trust
and ensure compliance.

¢ Centralize halal certification under a single-
window digital system for issuance, audits, logo
authentication, and renewals with cryptographic
security for authenticity.

¢ Build a strong “Halal Bangladesh” brand for
international visibility and recognition.

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on “Economic Position
Index (EPI)”

DCCI has developed a pioneering tool, the Economic
Position Index (EPI), to measure quarterly shifts in
economic activity, specifically within the manufacturing
and service sectors. The EPI aims to accurately reflect
sectoral dynamics and support evidence-based decision-
making. To validate the framework, methodology, and
preliminary findings of this newly developed index, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) organized
a Focus Group Discussion (FGD) titled “Economic
Position Index (EPI)” held on 25" October 2025 at the
DCCI Auditorium. The objective of the FGD is to validate
the framework, methodology, and preliminary findings
of this newly developed index with relevant stakeholders
for an in-depth discussion and peer review of the index.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President, DCCI, delivered the
welcome address to highlight the basic notion and
significance of the EPI. The keynote paper was presented
by Dr. AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary, Secretary General
(Acting), DCCI. A distinguished panel of discussants
contributed their insights following the keynote
presentation. The panel included Mr. Abul Kasem
Khan, Former President, DCCL; Mr. Mohammad
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Nurul Alam, Director General, (Additional Secretary)
National Productivity Organization (NPO), Ministry of
Industries, GoB; Mr. Ashraf Ahmed, Former President,
DCCL Mr. Nesar Ahmed, International Trade Expert
(Former Additional Secretary), Support to Sustainable
Graduation Project (SSGP); Dr. Syed Muntasir Mamun,
Director General, International Trade, Investment &
Technology Wing, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, GoB; Dr.
A K.M. Atiqul Haque, Joint Secretary, Finance Division,
Ministry of Finance, GoB; Dr. Saif Uddin Ahammad, Joint
Secretary, Trade Support Measures Wing, Ministry of
Commerce, GoB and Chief Executive Officer, Bangladesh
Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI); Mr. Nawshad Mustafa,
Director, SME & Special Programmes Department
(SMESPD), Bangladesh Bank; Dr. Md. Salim Al Mamun,
Director (Research), Chief Economist’s Unit, Bangladesh
Bank; Dr. Md. Aynul Islam, Professor, Department of
Economics, Jagannath University; Dr. Md. Deen Islam,
Research Director, RAPID & Associate Professor,
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka; Dr.
Mohammad Jasim Uddin, Research Director, Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS);
Mr. Miah Rahmat Ali, Senior Private Sector Specialist,
International Finance Corporation (IFC), World Bank
Group.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ To achieve international recognition and
credibility, the EPI must be technically tested and
published in internationally indexed journals (e.g.,
Scopus or Q2-indexed journals).

@ EPI is to include parameters that depict the
level of trade competitiveness in international
trade, such as predictability, non-discrimination,
transparency, digital and physical infrastructure.

@ Need to revise the interview questionnaire to
include questions identifying the key factors
behind a company’s improved performance and
the major deterrents contributing to a low EPI
score.

¢ A simplistic binary approach is used for scoring
in economic analysis. The EPI must be developed
with a weighted framework of evaluation to capture
the multifaceted nature of the interaction between
economic variables to see a more comprehensive
and more precise picture of the economy.

¢ The EPI can serve as a baseline to assess economic
impacts; for example, disruptions like a gas supply
shutdown can later be analyzed to measure their
effect on economic activity or GDP.
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Roundtable Discussion (RTD) on “Smart Human
Capital Development in the Context of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution”

DCCI organised an RTD on “Smart Human Capital
Development for Global Competitiveness in the Context
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution” on 27 October 2025,
at DCCI auditorium, to ensure Bangladesh’s workforce
is globally competitive, resilient, and future-ready. The
roundtable will focus on transforming education and
TVET systems, fostering robust industry-academia
partnerships, scaling up IT & ITES skills for global
trade competitiveness, promoting technology-enabled
learning, and advancing financing and policy models for
continuous upskilling.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI), delivered the welcome
remarks and moderated the Roundtable Discussion. The
keynote paper was presented by Dr. M. Niaz Asadullah,
Visiting Professor of Economics, Reading University, UK;
Senior Fellow, IDEAS, Malaysia; and Adjunct Professor,
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. The distinguished
panel included Mr. Raisul Kabir, CEO, Brain Station 23;
Dr. Muhammad Masroor Ali, Professor, CSE Department,
BUET; Mr. Khan Muhammad Saqiful Alam, FCILT,
Regional Senior Manager, Data & Analytics, British
American Tobacco (Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa);
Mr. M. Shabbir Ali, Corporate Head of HR, Transcom
Group; Mr. Mahtab Uddin Ahmed, FCMA, President,
ICMAB; Professor Dr. Shams Rahman, Vice Chancellor,
East West University; Mr. Muhammed Sajedul Islam,
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology;
and Mr. Mohammed Saiful Hassan, Joint Secretary,
ICT Division, Bangladesh Hi-Tech Park Authority. Dr.
Nazneen Kawshar Chowdhury, Executive Chairman
(Secretary), National Skills Development Authority
(NSDA), Government of Bangladesh, graced the occasion
as Chief Guest. Members of the DCCI Board of Directors
were also present at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:

¢ Invest in a unified national framework for smart
human capital development linked to 4IR skills
demand.

¢ Strengthen coordination among skills agencies
under NSDA to eliminate overlap and ensure
quality assurance.

¢ Expand digital and smart training systems
targeting both STEM and non-STEM sectors.
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@ Scaleup TVET and lifelong learning opportunities,
emphasizing upskilling and reskilling for displaced
workers.

@ A cultural shift is needed to change the perception
of work, especially vocational and technical jobs,
from being seen as low-status to being recognized
as valuable, skilled, and essential for national
development.

Policy Dissemination Event on “Bangladesh Industrial
Energy Efficiency Policy: A Draft for Sustainable
Progress”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), in
collaboration with the South Asian Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM), organized a Policy Dissemination
Event on “Bangladesh Industrial Energy Efficiency
Policy: A Draft for Sustainable Progress” on Saturday,
29 November 2025, at the DCCI Auditorium. This
initiative aimed to present the draft Industrial Energy
Efficiency Policy, share national and global best practices,
highlight gaps in regulatory enforcement and financing,
and gather insights from multiple stakeholders to build
a comprehensive national framework that advances
sustainable, cost-efficient industrial growth.

Mr. Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, delivered the
welcome remarks and moderated the event. The keynote
presentation was delivered by Dr. Selim Raihan, Professor,
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka and
Executive Director, SANEM, who outlined the empirical
foundations of the draft policy. The distinguished panel
included Mr. S. M. Monirul Islam, Deputy CEO &
CFO, IDCOL; Ms. Vidiya Amrit Khan, Vice President,
BGMEA and Deputy Managing Director, Desh Garments
Ltd.; Engr. Md. Serajul Mawla, President, Bangladesh
LPG Autogas Station & Conversion Workshop Owners’
Association; Mr. Mostafa Al Mahmud, President,
Bangladesh  Sustainable and Renewable Energy
Association (BSREA); Mr. Mohammed Amirul Haque,
President, BCMA and Founder & Managing Director,
Premier Cement Mills PLC; Mr. Manwar Hossain,
Chairman, Anwar Group of Industries and Former
Director, DCCI; Dr. M. Rezwan Khan, Chairman, Power
Grid Bangladesh PLC and Professor Emeritus, United
International University (UIU); and Dr. Md. Rafiqul
Islam, Member (Admin & Finance), Bangladesh Energy
and Power Research Council (BEPRC). The event was
graced by the Chief Guest, Mr. Jalal Ahmed, Chairman,

221




DCCI Annual Report 2025

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission (BERC).
Members of the DCCI Board of Directors were also
present at the event.

Summary of Recommendations:
L 4

The educational organizations need to implement
special diploma and certification courses to
train the energy auditors and energy managers,
and the industries need to be urged to switch to
the ISO 50001 Energy Management System and
shift towards standardized and high efficiency
technologies and components.

Develop A special high-level agency on energy
conservation be created to spearhead national
compliance and this be backed by a prompt
introduction of energy officers in factories,
officialization of ESCOs in the monetary
ecosystem, and formulation of facilitating financial
instructions to commercial banks, to finance
energy-efliciency projects.

The national electric vehicle policies and lithium-
ion battery policies must be ready within a
short time, and local assembly incentives and
localization of technology to promote the initial
development of the active power technologies
should be introduced.

One-stop green finance window is needed and
GTE GRS, IDCOL and other financing lines
should be concentrated, VAT and duty exemption
should be clarified by providing a list of Hs-codes
to make required EE and RE components less
expensive and eliminate conflicting tax structures.

A National Energy-Efficiency Stakeholder Council
ought to be established and government ministries,
regulatory bodies, commercial banks, industry
bodies, universities, and civil societies should be
represented in order to coordinate the decision-
making and reduce institutional fragmentation.

Introduce a  National
Compliance Portal, implement industry-specific
norms of consumption, based on the best-
practice models, like the PAT scheme in India, and

introduce a moderate system of rewards and fines.

Establish a National Energy-Efficiency Stakeholder
Council comprising of government ministries,
such as MoPEMR, MoC, Mol, MoE PMO/
CAO, regulators (Bangladesh bank, NBR), trade
associations, industry organizations, academia,
and civil society to consolidate policies, resolve
disputes, and make decisions fairly.

Energy-Efficiency

Dhaka, Gazipur and Narayanganj industrial belts
should be grid modernized where fragmented
industries should be led to properly serviced
economic belts where high voltage infrastructure
and cogeneration plants and utility services could
be shared effectively.

Establish Community-Led Energy Councils under
SREDA/MPEMR so as to engage citizens, SMEs,
women-led business, and rural communities in
planning energy-efficient programs by means
of participatory workshops, discussions, and
feedbacks.

Implement a Digital Engagement Platform, based
on SEETRUM (Southeast Asia Energy Transition
Partnership), to unite practitioners, policymakers
and communities; comprise knowledge sharing,
virtual training, energy auditor certification
programs, discussion forums and monitor progress
using dashboards.

Introduce the principle of accountability and
reporting according to the standard of ISO 26000
and GRIto control the engagement of stakeholders,
the degree of their involvement in the program,
and the utilization of their feedback, such as the
EECMP.

Corporations in cities ought to form special teams
that will inspect commercial buildings and legally
enforce installation of sensors that control lighting
and temperature and also impose high rates on the
companies that do not comply.

Climate strategy is not an extravagant activity
and has to be incorporated in the planning of
industries.
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) is
one of the pioneers and active trade organizations in
Bangladesh with over 5500 members which started its
journey in 1958. Since its inception, DCCI has been a
strong voice for the private sector development. DCCI
pioneered in promoting private sector in the country.
During 1980s, DCCI spearheaded the banking and
insurance sector privatization reform process. In the
late 1990s, DCCI played an important role towards
opening up the mobile telecommunication service for
private investment. And from 2000 onwards, DCCI
has been playing an important role in various business
initiatives including policy reforms, simplification of
taxation system, cross-border trade, trade facilitation,
local investment, public-private platform for
improved policy design, trade reforms for conducive
investment climate and improvement of the overall
business eco-system of Bangladesh.

Contact us on:

info@dhakachamber.com
www.dhakachamber.com




