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Around 4.0 million business-related cases remain
pending in Bangladesh's courts, and prolonged
judicial processes are hindering both local and for-
eign investment, experts say at a seminar.

The seminar, titled "Advancing Dispute Settlement
and Contract Enforcement for Businesses," was
organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) at the trade body's auditorium in
the capital on Tuesday.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed highlighted that as
economic activities grow, disputes over business
contracts, investments, and intellectual property
are also increasing.

"Currently, around 4.0 million cases remain unre-
solved in lower and higher courts," he said, stress-
ing that lengthy judicial processes are discouraging
both domestic and foreign investment.

He noted that the 2001 Arbitration Act remains
poorly implemented and urged establishing a
Commercial Court with experienced judges and
legal reforms to accelerate trade and investment.
Commerce Secretary Mahbubur Rahman said
Bangladesh's dense population contributes to ris-
ing court cases, making delays intolerable.
Resolving trade disputes outside traditional courts
could ease pressure on the judiciary and improve
the business climate.

Mr Rahman confirmed that plans to establish a
Commercial Court are underway, with the draft
expected to be finalised within a month.

At the event, European Union Ambassador Michael
Miller said, "The EU is working with the govern-
ment on legal reforms that could enhance the pub-
lic's quality of life."

He emphasised that commercial courts are crucial
for attracting foreign investment, especially as
Bangladesh moves toward LDC graduation and
export diversification. Strengthening arbitration
mechanisms, he noted, would also reduce invest-
ment stagnation.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan, additional secretary (Export
Wing) and vice chairman of the Export Promotion
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Delays in trade dispute resolution
threaten investment climate

Experts tell DCCl seminar
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) held a seminar on 'Advancing Dispute
Settlement and Contract Enforcement for Businesses' at its auditorium on Tuesday. Mahbubur
Rahman, Secretary to the Ministry of Commerce, was present as the chief guest.

Bureau, highlighted that delays in trade dispute
resolution hinder foreign direct investment (FDI)
and export expansion, causing Bangladesh to lose
its competitive position in global trade.

Barrister Md Sameer Sattar, former DCCI president,
presented the keynote, citing Bangladesh's poor
contract enforcement ranking -~ 189th out of 190
countries in the World Bank's Doing Business
Report --and a 44.4/100 score in the B-READY
2024 report on dispute resolution.

He also noted that 25,000 financial loan court cases
remain pending as of March 2025.

Md Ariful Hoque, director general (Joint Secretary)
of Bangladesh Investment Development Authoroity
(BIDA), said that laws alone are insufficient; insti-
tutional reforms are essential.

KAM Majedur Rahman, chief executive officer of
the Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre
(BIAC), described trade dispute delays as a serious

concern. Vikna Rajah, co-head of South Asia Desk at
Rajah & Tann, Singapore, cited Singapore's strong
legal framework and specialised dispute resolution
mechanisms as a model for attracting foreign
investment.
Mr Rajah urged Bangladesh to establish commercial
courts and revise the Arbitration Act.
Judge Tareque Muajjem Hussain, special officer
(Additional District Judge) to the Chief Justice,
stressed appointing experienced judges specialised
in commercial disputes and providing them proper
training for faster dispute resolution.
In the open discussion, Rizwan Rahman, former DCCI
president, highlighted poor inter-ministerial coor-
dination as a barrier to resolving trade disputes.
DCCI Vice President Md Salem Sulaiman, board
members, and sector stakeholders also attended
the seminar.

talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Commercial
court law to be
drafted within

a month
Secretary says
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The  government  will
draft a law to establish a
commercial court within a
month to ensure the speedy
resolution of commercial
cases and business-related

disputes, Commerce

Secretary Mahbubur

Rahman said vesterday.
“The process of

establishing a commercial
court is ongoing,” he told
a seminar on advancing
dispute settlement and
contract enforcement for
businesses, organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI).

His remarks came as
businesses complained
that foreign investors show
a lack of confidence in
investing in Bangladesh
due to the lengthy
procedure for resolving
commercial cases.

Rahman noted that
Bangladesh is one of the
most densely populated
countries, resulting in a
growing number of court
cases and intolerable
judicial delays.

“If trade-related disputes
can be resolved outside
traditional courts, it would
substantially reduce
pressure on the judiciary
and improve the overall
business climate,” he said.

Michael Miller,
ambassador and head of
the European Union Md

delegation in Bangladesh, said that
as Bangladesh moves towards LDC
0'raduauon and pursues export
div ersification, the establishment of
commercial courts will be crucial for
attracting foreign investment. The
U has been worl\mg closely with the
government to help reform the legal
process.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan, additional
secretary (export wing) of the Ministry
of Commerce and vice-chairman
of the Export Promotion Bureau,
said that delays in resolving trade
disputes not only hinder FDI but also
negatively affect export growth.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
noted that disputes related to
business contracts, investments,

and intellectual property are
rising alongside economic
expansion. “Currently, around 4
million cases remain unresolved
in Bangladesh’s lower and higher
courts,” he added.

In his keynote, Barrister Md Sameer
Sattar, former DCCI president,
said that contract enforcement is
a crucial factor for both local and
foreign investors, but Bangladesh
lags far behind. “Bangladesh ranked
189th out of 190 countries in
contract enforcement, according to
a formerWorld Bank Ease of Doing
Business Report.”

Sattaradded that,asofMarch 2025,
nearly 25,000 cases were pending in
money-loan courts, highlighting the
lengthy legal processes.
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Biz leaders urge dedicated commercial court
as slow dispute resolution deters FDI

TRADE - BANGLADESH
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Draft law for establishing
dedicated commercial court
comingin a month, says
commerce secy

Business leaders and experts have urged the
establishment of a dedicated commercial
court with a trained judiciary to ensure faster
and more focused resolution of commercial
disputes, which play a crucial role in attract-
ing foreign direct investment (FDI).

Speaking at a seminar organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (DCCI) at its office in the capital yester-
day, they said that slow settlement of com-
mercial disputes is discouraging investors
from coming to the country.

» Draft law on commercial court
within a month: Commerce Secretary
Mahbubur Rahman

» 40 lakh cases pending in courts; delays
hurting trade, investment, and exports

» Arbitration law (2001) ’p _

underused, out-of-court ‘

settlements yet to gain /
4

ground

EU backs legal reform, says strong
courts key for LDC graduation and
investment growth

Experts stress specialised judges,
arbitration, and legal reforms to
ensure faster dispute settlement

In response to this call, Commerce Sec-
retary Mahbubur Rahman, attending the
seminar as the chief guest, said, “We are
working on a draft law to establish a com-
mercial court which could be published
[for public feedback] in a month. This
court will deal with the commercial cases
and specialised people or judges will be
appointed.”

Barrister Md Sameer Sattar, former
president of DCCI, presented the keynote
paper at the seminar titled “Advancing
Dispute Settlement and Contract Enforce-
ment for Businesses”.

During the presentation, he said that
contract enforcement is a crucial determi-
nant for both local and foreign investors,
but Bangladesh is lagging far behind in
this regard.

Michael Miller, ambassador & head of
delegation of the European Union (EU) in
Bangladesh and Md Abdur Rahim Khan,
additional secretary (Export Wing) of the
Ministry of Commerce

& vice chairman of the Export Pro-
motion Bureau (EPB) (additional
charge), attended as special guests.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
presided over the seminar and pre-
sented welcome remarks.

Commerce Secretary Mahbubur
Rahman said, “It is very unfortu-
nate that business cases remain
pending in the courts. This reflects
the inefficiency of the system. In
Dubai, Singapore, and Rwanda,
efficient courts have helped attract
foreign investment. I agree with
this approach, but unfortunately,
we have not been able to imple-
ment such a system here.”

He said the arbitration law came
into effect in 2001, but a conducive
environment for out-of-court set-
tlements has not been created.

He highlighted two issues: estab-
lishing a commercial court and pro-
moting amicable out-of-court reso-
lution, noting that business disputes
should be settled efficiently rather
than through prolonged court cases.

Emphasising alternative settle-
ment, Mahbubur said that resolving
business and trade cases out of court
is clearly the best approach.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
said that as economic activity in
the country grows, disputes over
business contracts, investments,
and intellectual property are also in-
creasing. Currently, around 4o lakh
cases remain unresolved in Bangla-
desh’s lower and higher courts. He
mentioned that prolonged judicial
processes are hampering both local
and foreign investment. Although the
Arbitration Act was enacted in 2001, it
has not been implemented effectively.

Taskeen stressed the need to es-

tablish a separate Commercial Court
with experienced judges and to re-
form the existing legal framework to
accelerate trade and investment.

EU Ambassador Michael Miller
said that in order to reform the legal
process, the EU has been working
closely with the government. The le-
gal reform will significantly improve
the public’s quality of life.

As Bangladesh moves toward
LDC graduation and export diversifi-
cation, Miller said establishing com-
mercial courts is crucial to attract
investment and facilitate its growth.

He urged the government to pri-
oritise this, noting that stronger ar-
bitration mechanisms could reduce
investment stagnation, and added
that European companies are keen
to invest in the country’s logistics
and shipping sectors.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan, vice
chairman of the EPB, said that delays
in resolving commercial disputes not
only hinder FDI but also negatively
impact export expansion. Besides,
due to this, Bangladesh is gradually
losing its place in global trade.

To overcome this, he proposed
forming “legal institutions” outside
traditional courts to resolve disputes
through negotiations in a compara-
tively shorter time.”

Md Ariful Haque, director gen-
eral at Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (Bida),
stressed that enacting laws alone
is not sufficient to change the ex-
isting system; rather, institutional
reforms are also crucial.

KAM Majedur Rahman, CEO of
Bangladesh International Arbitra-
tion Centre (Biac), said that delays in
commercial dispute resolution have
become a matter of serious concern.
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Delays in trade dispute resolution

hamper foreign investment
Experts tell DCCI seminar

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Domestic and foreign investments, along with
overall commercial activities, are being hampered
due o lengthy delays in resolving trade disputes.

Bangladesh is one of the most densely populated
countries, and the number of cases in courts is in-
creasing every day, making judicial delays intolera-
ble. This situation is obstructing both domestic and
foreign investment, as well as overall commercial
activities, said Commerce Secretary Mahbubur
Rahman.

He noted that a business-friendly environment
has not been fully ensured despite the introduction
of the Arbitration Act in 2001.

The observations were made at a seminar on “Ad-
vancing Dispute Sertlement and Contract Enforce-
ment for Businesses” organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) in the
capital on Tuesday.

Mahbubur Rahman stressed that resolving
trade-related disputes outside traditional courts
would subsrantially reduce the overwhelming pres-
sure on the judiciary and improve the business
climate. However, the general public is still not well
acquainted with the concept of arbitration, he said,
underscoring the need to raise awareness and
promote arbitration nationwide.

He also informed that the process of establishing
a Commercial Court is ongoing and expressed hope
that the draft would be finalised within 2 month.

Michael Miller, ambassador and head of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) Delegation to Bangladesh, said
reforming the legal system would improve people’s
quality of life and boost investor confidence.

“As Bangladesh moves toward LDC graduation
and pursues export diversification, the formation of
Commercial Courts will be crucial to artract foreign
investment. Such courts will facilitate both domestic
and foreign investment expansion,” the envoy
noted.

He hoped the government would prioritise this
issue for the greater interest of the economy. Miller
further stated that strengthening arbitration mecha-
nisms would help reduce the current investment
stagnation.

European companies are Keen to invest in Bangla-
desh'’s logistics and shipping sectors, he added.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan, addirional secretary
(Export Wing), Ministry of Commerce, and
vice-chairman (Additional Charge) of the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB), said delays in resolving
trade disputes not only hinder FDIbut also negative-
ly impact export growth.

“Because of this, Bangladesh is gradually losing its
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position in global trade,” he warned. To overcome
the challenge, he proposed establishing legal institu-
tions outside traditional courts to resolve disputes
through negortiations in a comparatively shorter
rime, he added.

In his welcome remarks, DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed said that as economic activities grow signifi-
cantly, disputes relared to business contracts, invest-
ments, and intellectual property are also increasing.

Currently, around four million cases remain unre-
solved in the country’s lower and higher courts, he
added. Taskeen Ahmed stressed the need 1o estab-
lish a separate Commercial Cowrt with experienced
judges and to reform the existing legal framework to
accelerate trade and investment.

Barrister Md Sameer Sartrar, former President of
DCCI, presented the keynote paper. He said con-
tract enforcement is a crucial determinant for inves-
tors, but Bangladesh is lagging far behind in this area.

He noted that Bangladesh ranked 189th out of
190 countries in contract enforcement in the World
Bank’s earlier Doing Business Report. He also high-
lighted thar as of March 2025, nearly 25,000 cases
were pending in financial loan courts, reflecting the
lengthy legal process. He strongly urged amendment

of the Arbitration Act 2001.

Md Ariful Haque, director general of Bangladesh In-
vestment Development Authority (BIDA), stressed that
enacting laws alone is not sufficient, and institutional
reforms are equally crucial.

KAM Majedur Rahman, chief executive officer
(CEO) of Bangladesh International Arbitration
Centre (BIAC) said delays in trade dispute resolution
have become a matter of serious concern.

Vikna Rajah, co-head of South Asia Desk at Rajah
& Tann, Singapore, noted that strong legal struc-
tures, skilled human resources, strict law enforce-
ment, and robust commercial dispute sertlement
mechanisms have enabled Singapore to attract high
levels of foreign investment.

He stressed the need for comprehensive legal
reforms, specialised commercial courts, and revision
of the Arbitration Act in Bangladesh to draw more
investment.

Judge Tareque Muajjem Hussain, special officer
(additional district judge) to the chief justice of Bang-
ladesh, also emphasised the need to appoint experi-
enced judges specialised in commercial disputes,
alongside proper training, to ensure smoother and
faster dispute resolution.
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ExXPERTS AT DCCI SEMINAR

Non-functional Arbitration Act hinders

dispute resolution, investment

Business Correspondent

Experts at a seminar organ-
ized by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) in the city said
despite we have a
Arbitration Act passed in
2001 it is yet to be made
functional critically impact-
ing dispute resolution and
local and foreign invest-
ments.

As of March 2025, about
25,000 cases are pending in
the Bangladeshi financial
courts and it shows the
need of amendment to the
Arbitration Act 2001 on pri-
ority basis. In the light of
the situation the establish-
ment of a 'separate com-
mercial court’ and reform of
the legal system is essential,
speakers pointed out.

Barrister Sameer Sattar
said the World Bank Doing
Business  Report said
Bangladesh position is
189th out of 190 countries
in dealing with business
arbitration which is very
disappointing.

Commerce Secretary
Mahbubur Rahman said the
number business and
financial cases are on rise
and the length of judicial
proceedings is making the
issue more unbearable. As a
result, local and foreign
investment and commer-
cial activities remained
impeded. He said despite
the Arbitration Act passed

in 2001, a conducive envi-
ronment for trade has not
yet been created. He was
speaking as chief guest at a
seminar titled "Progress in
Trade Dispute Resolution
and Contract Enforcement
Activities" organized by
DCCI on Tuesday.

The event was chaired by
DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed and attended by
Michael Miller, Ambassador
and Head of Delegation of
the European Union to
Bangladesh. Abdur Rahim
Khan, Additional Secretary
(Export) at the Ministry of
Commerce and Vice
Chairman of EPB; Ariful
Haque were among a host
of guests attending the
event.

The Commerce Secretary
said disputes can be
resolved outside the tradi-
tional courts, it will reduce
pressure on courts in one
hand and business environ-
ment will improve on the
other.

However, he said arbitra-

tion 1s not yet popular
emphasizing the need to
create awareness about the
benefit of settlement of dis-
putes outside th court. He
said the process of estab-
lishing a commercial court
is ongoing; its draft to be
finalized within the next
month. The next thing is to
appoint expert experienced
judges.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed disputes related to
business contracts are on
rise. The number of pend-
ing cases in the courts is
currently around 400,000.
The long-term nature of lit-
igation is hampering local
and foreign investment.

EU Ambassador to
Bangladesh Michael Miller
said the EU is working
closely with Bangladesh
government to reform the
legal process, which is play-
ing an effective role in
improving the quality of life
of the people of this coun-

He said Bangladesh is

T,

moving towards LDC grad-
uation and is emphasizing
on export diversification,
but to attract foreign invest-
ment, a commercial court
must be established, which
will expand foreign and
local investment, he said.

Abdur Rahim Khan said a
'legal institution’ can be
created outside the ongoing
court proceedings to
resolve trade disputes,
through which it will be
possible to resolve disputes
in a relatively short time
based on discussions with
the disputing institutions

Barrister Sameer Sattar
in his keynote paper said
the issue of enforcing busi-
ness contracts with local
and foreign investors is an
important factor, where we
are lagging behind. He
mentioned that our posi-
tion in the Contract
Enforcement Index of the
World Bank's  Doing
Business Report is 189th
out of 190 countries, which
is very disappointing,.
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Taskeen Ahmed, commerce secretary Mahbubur Rahman and ambassador
and head of delegation of the European Union in Bangladesh Michael Miller, among others, are present at a DCCI seminar in the

"DCCI demands

commercial court
for trade issues

capital on Tuesday.

was passed in 2001, it has
not been implemented effec-
tively.

‘In this context, it is im-
portant to establish a
Commercial Court with the
appointment of experienced
judges and reforming the ex-
isting legal framework which
would accelerate the pace
of trade and investment,' he
added. '

Michael Miller, ambassa-
dor and head of delegation of
the European Union in Bang-
ladesh, said that in order to
reform the legal process, the
EU has been working closely
with the government.

He expressed that the
reform of the legal system
would significantly improve
the people’s quality of life.

Staff Correspondent

capital on Tuesday.

— Press.release

In his speech, DCCI presi-

BUSINESSES said that pro-
longed judicial processes of
the trade dispute resolution
are hampering both local
and foreign investment.

They demanded a sepa-
rate Commercial Court to
resolve the issues as the eco-
nomic activities in the coun-
try are growing significantly,
so as the disputes.

They were speaking at
a seminar titled Advanc-
ing Dispute Settlement and
Contract Enforcement for
Businesses', organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in the

dent Taskeen Ahmed stated
that as economic activities
in the country are growing
significantly, disputes relat-
ed to business contracts, in-
vestments, and intellectual
property are also increasing,
‘Currently, around 4
million cases remain unre-
solved in lower and higher
courts of Bangladesh and
those prolonged judicial
processes are hampering
both local and foreign in-
vestment,’ he added.
~He also said that al-
though the Arbitration Act
Continued on B3 Col. 5

As Bangladesh moves to-
ward LDC graduation and
pursues export diversifica-
tion, the formation of Com-
mercial Courts would be
crucial to attract foreign in-
vestment,” he added.

Such courts would facili-
tate both domestic and for-
eign investment expansion,
he added, saying that the gov-
ernment would prioritise this
issue for the greater interest of
7 tzengthimng arbitrati

'S ; steation
mechanisms would help to
reduce the current invest-
ment stagnation,” he added,
saying that the European
companies are keen to invest
in Bangladesh’s logistics and

ipping sectors.
Shl%:{ghbubur Rahman,
secretary of the Ministry of

Commerce, said that as Bang-
ladesh is one of the most
densely populated countries,
thenumberofcasesdi;'wl;l:k‘ts
is increasing every day, 2
ing judicial delays intolerable.

‘If trade-related disputes
can be resolved outside tradi-
tional courts, it would reduce
the overwhelming pressure
on the judiciary substantially
and improve the overall busi-
ness climate,” he added.

He also informed that
the process of establishing a
Commercial Court is ongo-
ing, and he expressed hope
that the draft would be final-
ised within a month.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan,
additional secretary (export
wing) of the Ministry of Com-
merce and vice chairman of
the Export Promotion Bureau

(additional charge), said that
delays in resolving trade dis-
putes not only hinder FDI
attraction but also negatively
impact export expansion.

g‘zmoveroome thlsiel;lalso

roposed forming in-

Etitutions’ outside traditional
courts to resolve disputes
through negotiations in a
comparatively shorter time.

Barrister Md Sameer Sat-
tar, former president, DCCI,
presented the keynote paper.

Officials from the Bang-
ladesh  Investment De-
velopment Authority, the
Bangladesh International
Arbitration Centre, judges,
tional consultancy firms, for-
mer leaders of the DCCI, and
board members of the DCCI
also spoke at the event.
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hampering holh |0!...I| as well as Iumyt
investment. Although, the Arbitration Act
was in 2001, it has not been implemented
cffectively,

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) organised the seminar on
“Advancing Dispute Settlement and
Contract Enforcement for Businesses™ at
the DCCI Auditorium,

Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry
of Commerce, GoB graced the seminar as
the Chief Guest while Michael Miller,
Ambassador & Head of Delegation of the
European Union (EU) in Bangladesh and
Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, Additional

Seeretary (Export Wing), Ministry of

Commerce & Vice Chairman,Export
Promotion Burcau (EPB) (Additional
Charge) attended as the Special Guests.
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Delay in settling trade dispute
hampers local, foreign investment

Business leaders, experts tell at DCCI Seminar

.

DCCI

In his welcome remarks,
President Taskeen Ahmedstated that as
cconomic activities in the country are
growing significantly, disputes related to
business contracts, investments, and intel-
lectual property are also increasing.
Currently, around 4 million cases remain
unresolved in lower and higher courts of

Bangladesh,

He mentioned that prolonged judicial
processes are hampering both local as well
as foreign investment. Although, the
Arbitration Act was in 2001, it has not been
implementedefTectively.

Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry

of Commerce that as Bangladesh is one of

the most densely populated countries, the
number of cases in courts is increasing
every day, making judicial delays intoler-
able. This situation is hamperingboth
domestic and foreign investment as well
as commercial activities.

He pointed out that despite the intro-
duction of the Arbitration Act in 2001, a
business-friendly environment has not been
fully ensured.

Michacel Miller, Ambassador and Head
of Delegation, the European Union in
Bangladesh said that in order to reform the
legal process, the EU has been working
closely with the government.

He expressed that the reform of the legal
system will significantly improve the
public’s quality of life.

He noted that as Bangladesh moves
toward LDC graduation and pursues export
diversification, the formation of
Commercial Courts will be crucial to attract
forcign investment.
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Experis for resolving trade-related disputes
outside traditional courts

: ki i ey an '
vancing Disputs Sett amani angd Cortiact ﬁ
Enfarcement for Businesses
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Today, a seminar tifled "Advancing Dispute Settlement and Contract
Enforcement for Businesses” held at tha DCCI in the capital. Photo: DCCI

DHAKA, Sept 2, 2025 (BSS) - Expens at a seminar hare today laid emphasis on
resolving trade-related disputes outside traditional courts for reducing
overwhelming pressure on the judiciary substantially and improving the

overall business chmate.

They observed thal as Bangladesh is one of Ihe mosl densely populaled
countrias, the number of casas in courts is increasing avary day, making
judicial delays intolerable and this situation is hampering both domestic and
foreign investment as well as commercial activities.

They made the observation at the seminar on "Advancing Dispute Settlement
and

Contract Enforcement for Businesses” held at the Dhaka Chamber ot Commerce
and Industry (DGCI) in the capital city.

Mahbubur Rahman, secretary ol Ministry of Commerca, graced the seminar as
the

chiel guest while Michael Miller, ambassador and head of delegation of the
European Union (EU) in Bangladesh, and Md Abdur Rahim Khan, additianal
secretary {Export Wing) of Ministry of Commerce and Vice-Chairman of Export
Promation Bureau (EFB) (Additional Charge) attended as special guests.

Mahbubur Rahman pointed out that despite the introduction of the Arbitration
Act in 2001. a business-friendly environment has not been tully ensured.

He underscored the importance of raising awareness and promoting countrywide
arbitration.

He also informed that the process of establishing a Commaercial Court is
ongoing, and he hoped that the draft will be finalized within a month.

Michae! Miller said that in order 1o relorm the legal process, the EU has
bean working closaly with tha government.

He expressad (hal the reform of the lagal system will signiicantly improve
the public’s gualily ol lile.

"As Bangladesh moves toward LDC graduation and pursues export
diversification, the formation of Commercial Courts will be crucial to
attract foreign investment. Such courts will facilitate both domestic and
foraign investimenl gexpansion,” the envoy noled.

He hoped that the government would prioritize this issue for the greater
interast of the economy.

Michael Miller further stated that strengthening arbitration machanisms will
help reduce the current investment stagnation.

Md. Abdur Rahim Khan said that delays in resclving lrade disputes nol only
hinder FDI attraction but also negatively impact export expansion.

"Besides, due ta this, Bangladash is gradually losing its place in global
trade,” he added.

To ovarcoma this, he proposed forming "legal institutions”™ outsida
tradiional courts to resolve disputes through negotiations in a
comparatively shorter time.

In his welcome remarks, DCCl President Taskeen Ahmed stated that as
SCONOMIC

activitias in tha country ara growing significantly, disputas ralated to

nusiness contracts. investiments, and intellectual praperty are also

increasing.

Currently, araund four million cases remain unresolvad in lower and highar
courts of Bangladesh, he added.

He mentionad that prolonged judicial processas are hampering bath local as
well as foreign invaestment.

Although, the Artetration Act was in 2001, it has not been implemented
affectively, he added.

Taskeen Ahmed slressed the need for establishing a separate Commercial Courl
with the appointment of experienced judges and reforming the existing legal
framewark which will accelerala lhe pace ol rade and investiment.

Barristar Md. Sameer Sattar, former Presidant of DCCI, presented the keynote
paper. In his presentation, he said contrac! enforcement is a crucial
determinant for both local and foreign investors, but Bangladesh is lagging

far behind in this regard.

He mentioned that Bangladesh ranked 1891h out of 180 countries in contract
enforcement as per the earlier World Bank's Doing Business Report.

The DCCI former head highlighted that as of March 2025, nearly 25,000 cases
are pending in financial loan courts, clearly reflecting the lengthy legal
processes.

He strongly urged prioritizing the necessary amendment of the Arbitration Act
2001.

Md. Ariful Hague, director general of Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA), stressad that enacting laws alone |5 not sufficient to
change the existing system rather instilutional reforms are also crucial.

KAM Majedur Rahman, chiet executive officer (CEQ) of Bangladesh International
Arbitration Cantre (BIAC) said that delays in trade dispute resclution have
become a matter of seripus concern.

Vikna Rajah, Co Head aof South Asia Desk, Rajah and Tann, Singapora
highlighted that dus to strong legal structures, skilled human resources,

stict law enforcement, and robust commercial dispute settlement mechanisms.
Singapore continues 1o attract high lavels of foreign investment.

He stressed the need for comprehensive legal reforms. establishment of
specialized commercial courts, and revision of the Arbidration Act in
Bangladesh to attract more foreign investment.

Judge Tareque Muagiem Hussain, special othicer (Additional Distnct Judge),
to the Chief Justice (CJ) of Bangladesh. stressed the need for appointing
expanancaed judges specialized in commaearcial disputas along with propear
training which will ensure smooth and faster dispute resolution.

In the opean floor discussion, Rizwan Rahman, former Prasident, DCCI said that
lack of inter-ministerial coordination is one of the major barriers resolving
frade disputes.

In the open floor discussion, Rizwan Hahman, former President, DCCI sad that
lack of inter-ministerial coordination is one of the major barriers resolving
irade disputes.

He expressed concern that if this situation does not change both domestic and
foreign investment will remain stagnant.

He also urged for reliance on arbitration centers rather than traditional
courts to resalve commercial disputes.

DG Vice-President Md. Salem Sulaiman, members of the Board of Directars,
and stakeholders from relevant seclors were also present al the evenl
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Businesses want special court to dispose 40 lakh

commercial disputes pending in courts
&

-
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Avancing Dispute Settlement and Contract
Enforcement for Businesses

Organized by
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
Tussday, 02 September 2035
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Speakers at a seminar highlighted that the delays in resolving trade disputes have significantly

impeded foreign and domestic investment in Bangladesh.

They highlighted that the country's lower and higher courts are currently burdened with

approximately 40 lakh pending cases, which contributes to a challenging business environment.

speakers made the remarks while speaking at a seminar on ‘Advancing Dispute Settlement and
Contract Enforcement for Businesses’ organized by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &

Industry (DCCI).

The event, held on Tuesday (September 2), at the DCCI Auditorium, brought together
government officials, foreign diplomats, and legal experts to discuss critical reforms needed to

improve the business environment.

Commerce Secretary Mahbubur Rahman, the chief guest at the event, said that the legal

system’s slow pace is making it difficult to attract foreign investment.
“A draft of a new law to create commercial courts is expected to be finalized within the next

month. The need for these new courts to be staffed by expert judges to ensure an efficient

Michael Miller, Ambassador and Head of Delegation, the European Union in Bangladesh, said
that in order to reform the legal process, the EU has been working closely with the government.

He expressed that the reform of the legal system will significantly improve the public’s quality of

life.

Michael noted that as Bangladesh moves toward LDC graduation and pursues export
diversification, the formation of Commercial Courts will be crucial to attract foreign investment.
Such courts will facilitate both domestic and foreign investment expansion.

He hoped that the government would prioritize this issue for the greater interest of the economy.

He further stated that strengthening arbitration mechanisms will help reduce the current
investment stagnation. He also added that European companies are keen to invest in

Bangladesh's logistics and shipping sectors.

Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, Additional Secretary (Export Wing), Ministry of Commerce & Vice
Chairman, Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) said that delays in resolving trade disputes not only
hinder FDI attraction but also negatively impact export expansion.

Vikna Rajah, Co-Head, South Asia Desk, Rajah and Tann, Singapore, highlighted that due to
strong legal structures, skilled human resources, strict law enforcement, and robust commercial
dispute settlement mechanisms, Singapore continues to attract high levels of foreign

investment.

He stressed the need for comprehensive legal reforms, the establishment of specialized
commercial courts, and revision of the Arbitration Act in Bangladesh to attract more foreign

investrment.
Judge Tareque Mugjjern Hussain, Special Officer (Additional District Judge), Special Officer to

the

Chief Justice of Bangladesh (Additional District Judge), stressed the need to appoint
experienced judges specialized in commercial disputes along with proper training, which will

ensure smooth and faster dispute resolution.

process,” he added. Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar and Rizwan Rahman, former Presidents of DCCI, Md. Ariful Haque,

Director General, Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA), K A M Majedur Rahman,

The DCCI President, Taskeen Ahmed, stated that as economic activities in the country dré  ceq of Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC), Md. Salem Sulaiman, vice president

growing. sgnincantly, dieputes reatad to) business controcts, investraants, and. intalectual, DCCI, members of the Board of Directors, and stakeholders from relevant sectors were also

praperty are also incredsing. present at the event.

"Currently, around 40 lakh cases remain unresclved in lower and higher courts. The prolonged
judicial processes are hampering both local as well as foreign investment. Although the

Arbitration Act was passed in 2001, it has not been implemented effectively,” he said.

He stressed the need for establishing a separate Commercial Court with the appointment of
experienced judges and reforming the existing legal framework, which will accelerate the pace

of trade and investment.



