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SIX DECADES OF BUSINESS

1958-2018

DESTINATION BANGLADESH

Embolden with a glorious past, DCCI has chosen the logo of
'Destination Bangladesh'. Bangladesh has meanwhile qualified and
met the benchmark criteria to become a Middle-Income Country
(MIC) and, with this, confidence and commitment is growing to
realize all targets of Sustainable development Goals by 2030. The
logo symbolizes that DCCI prioritizes SDG targets and indicators.
The red color signifies the courage and commitment that the entire
nation holds to face the challenges ahead towards long-cherished
journey of being a developed economy. Destination Bangladesh as a
whole indicates a relentless journey for leading our economy to a
new trajectory as well as creating economic leverage for other
economies in the world.

SIX DECADES OF BUSINESS

With the legacy of six decades since 1958, promoting private sector
growth in the country, DCCI is now recognized as a leading voice for
private sector and strong partner in the progress of the nation. DCCI
pioneered many ground breaking initiatives which now are the
greatest success stories. DCCI over the years played an important
role in policy reforms, simplification of taxation systems,
cross-border trade facilitation intyroduced public private platforms
for improved policy designs, trade reforms for conducive investment
climate and improvement of the overall business eco-system of
Bangladesh. The six spikes within the logo of Six decades signify its
profound courage and strong engagement of DCCI for promoting
private sector development and steering private sector-led journey
towards sustainable economic development for the future.
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Annual Report of the Board of Directors of Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) for the Year 2018

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

Distinguished Members of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
Respected Former Presidents and Business Leaders

My Colleagues in the Board of Directors-2018

All Officials and Staff of DCCI

Ladies and Gentlemen

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good afternoon.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am delighted to welcome all of you to the 57" Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI).

On the eve of the 57" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI),
it provides me a unique opportunity to inform that Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
celebrated its 60th anniversary on 28 October 2018. Our 60" anniversary celebration was an important
economic milestone as Bangladesh has started its graduation process to a developing economy, fulfilling
three major eligibility criteria of the United Nations (UN) for qualification. During this year, our
commitment towards private sector development consolidated stronger and we continued our leadership
role in promoting private sector growth in Bangladesh through advocating pro-business enabling policy
reforms, simplification of taxation systems, cross-border trade facilitation, improved policy design,
increase infrastructure investment, ensure energy security, improve ports efficiency, scale up labor skills
for decent employment and bridging the research gap between industry and academia for conducive
investment climate and improvement of the overall business eco-system of Bangladesh.

It gives me immense confidence that with the continued support and cooperation from our distinguished
Board of Directors, members and secretariat of DCCI, | was able to make bold and strong efforts to
strengthen and expand role of DCCI in improving its services to members as well as raising collective
voice of private sector in addressing the challenges associated with trade, business and investment.

On the occasion of 57" AGM, it gives me a great pleasure to present the summary of activities held and
performed during the year 2018.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Escalating US-China trade tension, potential shift away from a multilateral and rules-based trading
system, interest rate hike by USA Federal Reserve, foreign capital re-routing, currency devaluation in major
economies, increasing oil price are major concerns of global economy as these have started to threaten
economic activities worldwide, adversely impact production, consumption and investment. Amidst
growing global economic uncertainty, International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its latest report published in
October 2018 revised the global growth downward by 0.2% to 3.7% in 2018. Global flows of foreign direct
investment (FDI) also fell by 41% to USD470 billion in the first six months of 2018 which was lowest since
2005. In addition, WTO made a forecast that global trade in goods would grow by 3.9%, less than 4.4%
forecasted in the beginning of 2018, due to downside risks becoming evident from direct economic
effects of the US-China trade war.
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Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Against the depressing picture of global growth and mounting trade tension, Bangladesh achieved a
remarkable economic growth and crossed 7.86% threshold, with the key macro-economic indicators
showing positive trends. The outstanding GDP growth driven by encouraging performance of USD41.5
billion export, USD59 billion import, USD14.98 billion remittance inflow, USD61 billion local private
investment, USD2.58 billion FDI and USD33 billion foreign exchange is leading Bangladesh to move ahead
on the development path at a rapid pace.

As per International Monetary Fund (IMF), today, Bangladesh is the 32" largest economy in terms of
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) and the 43rd largest economy in terms of Nominal GDP, ranked as one of
the fastest growing nations of the world. Bangladesh is truly positioned in a transition path in its history
and can achieve double-digit growth rate to become a Middle-Income Country (MIC) by 2021 and a
Developed Country by 2041. Acknowledging the rapid development and future growth potentials, HSBC
Global Research in October 2018 projected that Bangladesh's GDP is likely to be the biggest mover,
becoming the 26th largest economy in the world by the year 2030.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Despite the commendable economic progress, Bangladesh stands far behind from its global competitors
in terms of business competitiveness and ease of doing business condition which corrode the true
economic potential of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is placed at the bottom, ranked 176%™ out of 190 countries,
in the World Bank's “Doing Business 2019" report, whereas Vietnam ranked 69th, India 77", Sri Lanka
100th, Pakistan 136th and Afghanistan 167th. The ranking of Bangladesh is also disheartening in the “The
Global Competitiveness Report 2018" and “Logistics Performance Index 2018". In terms of overall country
competitiveness, Bangladesh holds 103rd position in “The Global Competitiveness Report 2018" out of
140 countries and 100th position in the “Logistics Performance Index 2018" out of 160 countries. The
poor rankings in these indices show that Bangladesh is lagging behind in most of the pillars of the
competitiveness compared with other developing countries and lack of business enabling environment
which are closely associated with current disheartening scenario in FDI and sluggishness of private
investment which is hovering around 23.25% of GDP. We need to come out from this stagnant situation.
The private investment needs to be scaled-up to 29% from the current level of 23.25%. For improving
investment climate with policy continuity for improved predictability on business climate and confidence,
actions involving- business deregulation, financial sector reforms, tax reduction, major legal reforms, cost
and ease of doing business condition need serious improvements, and therefore, during the year 2018,
DCCI strengthened its policy advocacy role with concerned government agencies for forming a high
powered "National Strategy Committee” under a public-private initiative as well as implementation of
‘One Stop Service (0SS)" under BIDA, BEZA and Bangladesh Hi-Tech Park Authority (BHTPA) to improve
business condition and encourage investment in Bangladesh.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

There is no debate about the importance of infrastructure in a nation’'s development. Every nation
maximized its development pace with modern and efficient infrastructure. We are failing to realize our full
growth potentials primarily due to lack of modern and efficient infrastructure. The key reasons for lack of
modern infrastructure include low investment as well as delay in the project implementation. In fact, in
Bangladesh, for the last 25 years, the private sector growth outpaced public sector planning and
development. We know the limitation we face in terms of resources which resulted in limited allocation to
infrastructure whereas requirement is much higher.
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We project that Bangladesh needs to raise its infrastructure investment-GDP ratio to 6% - 7% from the
present level of 3.64% if we want to accelerate our growth trajectory. In line with this growth trend,
injection of USD300 to USD320 billion into the economy by 2030 for infrastructure development from
road and port to energy will be required. To accelerate the infrastructure implementation, building
investors’ confidence, ensuring coordination, and to see the best use of investment, we need deeper
engagement of the private sector in the development planning under public private platform. With this
view, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), proposed the government to form a high-powered
infrastructure project oversight authority named “National Infrastructure Development and Monitoring
Advisory Authority (NIDMAA)” represented by the government and the private sector. The NIDMAA
concept has also been presented to the Honorable Prime Minister Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina during
the International Conference ‘Destination Bangladesh'. We outlined that NIDMAA can work on developing
a national infrastructure plan and prepare a blueprint for national infrastructure for deeper engagement of
the private sector including indentifying infrastructure projects in a disciplined way under public sector,
G2G and PPP arrangements.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Currently, majority of the traffic for both passenger and cargo is moved on the road resulting in huge
traffic congestion in ‘Dhaka-Chattagram Transport Corridor’ and increasing logistics cost. Today, cost to
move container via the river from Chattagram to Dhaka is one third of that of road. Despite this huge cost
benefit, about 83% containers are still moving on the road due to lack of infrastructure and poor
connectivity in inland waterway. This massive investment in the road transport sector is a serious
hindrance to transport efficiency as the other modes (Railway and Waterway) are cheaper to build and
thus cost less to use. Such over emphasis on one sector approach needs to be re-addressed for creating
stable transport infrastructure and in turn make a balanced transport system in the country. In 2018, we
gave importance to draw the attention of highest level of policy makers, concerned government agencies,
exporters and importers to reshape our connectivity fully utilizing Inland Waterways through timely policy
formulation, long-term infrastructure development planning, maintaining navigability and advocating
private sector engagement in ports and waterways infrastructure development.

We also intensify our policy advocacy role in finding ways to improve the operational efficiency of
Chattagram port and fully utilization of Pangaon ICT to divert the container traffic from road to waterways.
In this connection, we assigned our Research and Development Department to conduct fact finding study
visiting physically Chattagram Port, Pangaon ICT and Mirsarai Economic Zone to strengthen our
advocacy role with specific facts and figures.

In order to improve transport efficiency and competitiveness and creating a stable transport
infrastructure, DCCI proposed to Prime Minister's Office to form a single port authority named ‘National
Maritime & Port Authority’ which will be an important milestone for private sector participation, in
addition, we have also drawn the attention of concerned Ministry to consider ‘Logistics and Warehousing’
sector as a thrust sector under key infrastructure development planning as Bangladesh has the potential
to become gateway between South and Southeast Asia for transportation.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Jute industry is an important industry of Bangladesh. Bangladeshi made jute goods have huge demand
across the world. Despite huge demand of jute and jute goods, our export earnings from jute and jute
goods is far below the expectation. We are lagging behind to reap the immense export potentials and
local market of jute goods due to lack of product diversification, value addition and commercialization
of innovative ideas.
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Given the UN SDG agenda, in 2018, we put emphasis to make best use of jute and turn it into as the
“Golden Paper” through using green jute for pulp and paper production. Green jute based pulp and paper
making can help save forests from Brazil to Bangladesh. We worked out that “Goal 12 of SDG" can be
realized through using eco-friendly green jute plants for producing pulp and paper promoting innovation,
employment and small rural cluster based enterprise development as a sustainable production and
consumption solution. In 2018, we have promoted jute as the "Next Growth Driver” for our economy and
we have been working closely with Ministry of Textiles and Jute, USAID and local experts to accelerate
Jute diversification and sustainable development of this sector. | am pleased to share with you that for
development of this sector, we have already-

e Prepared aresearch paper titled "Opportunities of the Jute Paper Act and Jute Pulp & Jute Paper
Production Process"

With the initiative of DCCI, Technical Committee “Strategic Planning for Jute Sector (2018-2041)"
has been formed under the Ministry of Textiles and Jute. With input from DCCI, this committee
has been working on developing long term comprehensive strategy for development of this
sector;

Celebrated “National Jute Day" in collaboration with Ministry of Textiles and Jute as part of our
continued efforts to increase the domestic use of environmental friendly golden fiber jute goods.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Private sector is the forerunner and critical partner in realizing the SDG, which brings many challenges and
opportunities for the private sector. During this year, DCCI has undertaken leading initiative to tag all
activities of DCCI with SDG, which will encourage private sector to align their activities with SDG. We
conducted a study in 2018 titled “Potential Roles and Challenges of Private Sector to Achieve Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)" mapping the role of private sector to achieve SDG and presented a set of
recommendations to prime Minister's Office for improved participation of Private sector in SDG
implementation by addressing the challenges such as (1) affordable and reliable energy sources (2)
inadequate technology (3) expensive compliance and preparedness measures (4) climate change
impacts (5) outdated infrastructure facilities (6) high cost of doing business (7) weak regulatory
framework including business process and (8) lack of institutional capacity.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Bangladesh has the potential in the global Halal Market but needs the right support and market
development strategy given that today we are not a major player in the Halal market. During this year, we
gave comprehensive attention in developing the Halal centric business in Bangladesh and tap the
emerging opportunities from global Halal market. Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) desires
to work as a Halal certification agency with the help of expertise and knowledge acquiring from Malaysia
and United Arab Emirates (UAE). We have also recommended BIDA and BEZA so that designated area can
be allocated within the Economic Zones for producing Halal products.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

The engagement of industry and academia on contemporary economic affairs needs to go deeper due to
rapid economic changes and challenges faced by Bangladesh. Various research works taking place at
different levels need to be bridged to reduce research and industry gaps for our industrial acceleration.
Impacts relating to shifts in economy including policy changes directly affect the private sector and its
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future potentials. Therefore, we, in 2018, created a concept “Research and Innovation Bangladesh (RNi
Bangladesh)” aiming to transform this concept into an institutional shape and establish it as an
independent entity of DCCI. This will begin not only the process of engaging leaders and specialists in the
economic arena to unveil new and improved way of thinking but also help bridge understanding among
the stakeholders especially bringing the industry centric research approach within the country. We feel
that RNi Bangladesh will be the pioneer in bridging such understanding for the greater benefit of the
private sector and the economy.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

We always give priority to provide excellent services and facilities to our valued members. | am delighted
to inform you, on the occasion of celebration of 60" anniversary of DCCI, we have inaugurated “President's
Executive Floor” with state-of-the-art facilities at our own building in Motijheel. This will elevate the image
of DCCI especially to our foreign delegates.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

Our National Budget plays an important role for boosting private sector business, investment and
reinvigorating business confidence. In formulating the recommendations of National Budget for
FY2018-19, DCCI objectively focused on policies geared towards 4Es-Empowerment, Encouragement,
Engagement and Environment. The goal of the DCCl's National Budget recommendations were:
increasing private investment, employment generation and private sector engagement in realizing SDG.
For the first time ever, DCCI published “Budget Proposals Booklet for FY2018-19" encompassing 41
specific recommendations covering income tax, VAT, Annual Development Program (ADP), Power &

Energy, Communication infrastructure, Industry, Financial market and PPP.

In addition to budget meetings with Ministry of Finance, National Board of Revenue, Ministry of Planning,
DCCl in collaboration with ‘The Daily Samakal’ and ‘Channel 24’ organized a “Live Pre-budget Discussion”
at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (BICC) on 12th May, 2018 where Honorable Finance
Minister Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith, MP was present as the chief guest.

It is our pleasure to inform you that based on our budget proposals multilayer taxation on dividend
income, simplification of VAT reducing truncated VAT slabs, increase of tax net and tax-GDP ratio,
reduction of corporate tax for bank and financial institutions, increase infrastructure investment to GDP,
efficiency of port capacity were addressed by the Government.

Distinguished Colleagues and Members of DCCI

To celebrate our 60th anniversary with a registered trademark slogan “Bangladesh is Building
Bangladesh”, we organized an International Business Conference titled “Destination Bangladesh” with
One (1) plenary session- Gateway to Growth and Investment and Six (6) thematic sessions - (1) SDG
Bangladesh (2) Infrastructure Bangladesh - Private Sector Engagement (3) Infrastructure Bangladesh -
Financing the Future (4) Sustainable Jute Pulp Paper and Jute Sector Development (5) Investment
Bangladesh - FDI Opportunities and (6) Innovation & Digital Bangladesh.

The Conference was inaugurated by Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina, Honorable Prime Minister,
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. The main objective of the program was to set
priorities to move further to transform the country into a developed country by 2047 based on the present
foundation and thus streamline in several areas of economic, social, infrastructural activities for a decent
life of the population of the country.
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Around 50 impressive lines of speakers from home and abroad discussed the various opportunities and
challenges faced by the business and industry in Bangladesh. About 900 participants comprising Hon'ble
Ministers, Members of Parliament, Eminent Business leaders, Researchers, Academicians, Economists,
Foreign dignitaries, Policy makers, Private sector representatives, Industrialists and Senior Government
officials from home and abroad joined the day-long conference. Major recommendations emerged from
the Conference were shared with the Prime Minister's Office and concerned Ministries.

Distinguished Members

You are also aware that, throughout the year, DCCI has organized a number of important and timely
events including seminars, roundtable discussions, call on meetings and international conference with
the objectives of critical reforms for private sector development based on recommendations of the 22
Standing Committees (of which 4 were special committees). While organizing aforementioned events, we
focused on core areas of growth pillars of the economy such as improving doing business environment,
financial sector reform, simplification of tax system, access to finance for SMEs, exploring alternative
long-term source for infrastructure financing, improve logistics services, explore inland waterways,
enhance capacity of sea-ports, Jute sector development through diversification, export diversification,
energy security, exploration of global Halal market potential, promoting technology in agriculture for
improved productivity and value addition and aligning private sector with SDG etc.

During this year, we called on honorable Finance Minister, Commerce Minister, Planning Minister, Housing
& Public Works Minister, Executive Chairman of BIDA, Executive Chairman of BEZA, Chairman NBR,
Governor of Bangladesh Bank, CEO of PPP Authority, Principal Secretary of Prime Minister's Office,
Principal coordinator of SDG Affairs of Prime Minister's Office with a view to facilitating improved business
environment. Some of the important issues discussed during the call on meetings are noted below:

Overall Business Environment

e Effective measures to improve the position of Bangladesh in “Doing Business Index” of the World
Bank.

Creating enabling policy to increase private investment and support SMEs through policy
measures.

Business friendly tax policy and reduction of corporate tax rate.

Policy continuity, consistency and cohesiveness e.g. Industrial Policy, Agriculture policy, Jute
Policy, ICT policy, Tax policy and other Policies should have coordinated role.

Effectively introduce integrated one stop service, equipped with skilled and expert human
resources.

Accommodate the labor intensive sunset industries of those countries which are looking for
competitive business destination for relocation.
Industry

e Replicate the ‘Success Model of RMG' encompassing preferential tax benefit, fiscal and non-fiscal
incentives to leather & footwear, shipbuilding, jute & jute goods, agro processing, light engineering
and ICT sectors to diversify our export basket.

Empower SMEs for improving access to market and finance.
Preparation for GSP plus as Bangladesh will lose GSP facility upon becoming a Middle-Income
Country.

Financial Sector

e Reduce lending rate to single digit and control growing NPL.

e Reform the "Money Loan Court Act 2003" and introduce a High Court bench on “Money Loan Court”
to ease regulatory bars and procedural complications to expedite the loan recovery process.
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Make Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mandatory to reduce the huge backlog of cases and
ensure quick recovery of huge money currently stuck in lengthy court procedure.

Revival of capital market, allow enlisting licensed green field infrastructure project in capital
market; bond market development and specialized PPP Infrastructure Bond and other realistic
initiatives to make the bond market vibrant.

Infrastructure & Energy

e To fully implement and get benefit out of Economic Zone operation, the supply chain network in
both forward and backward linkage are essential including local waterways connectivity, port
capacity, ICD and ICT for easy connection with local and regional value chain.

e Improve traffic congestion between Dhaka and Chattagram Transport Corridor.
e Strengthen BAPEX to explore new off-shore and on-shore gas fields.

Public Private Platform

e Formulation of Infrastructure Monitoring Authority “National Infrastructure Development and
Monitoring Advisory Authority” (NIDMAA) with participation of public and private sector
representatives, headed by Honorable Prime Minister to overcome infrastructural project
implementation delay.

"National Strategy Committee" under a public-private initiative to improve business condition and
encourage investment.

“Research and Innovation (RNi)" platform to promote research and innovation activities as well as
strengthen industry-academia research collaboration.

Regional Connectivity

e Strengthening trade partnership with EU, ASEAN, CIS Latin American countries along with our
tested leading trade partners.

e Set priority to be in ASEAN economic bloc as a member.
e Fasten the process of FTA implementation.

During the year, we have charted the ‘Reform Agenda’ to improve doing business environment, based on
the outcome of the different seminars and roundtable discussions organized by DCCI. The ‘Reform
agenda’ emerged as recommendations from the seminars submitted to the concerned Ministries and
Government Agencies, subsequently, which were also followed-up by the Management of DCCI. The
‘Reform agenda’ focused on the following critical areas:

e Policy reforms to attract more investment.
e Reduce corporate tax and simplification of taxation systems.
e Branding Bangladesh as the gateway to growth and investment.

Infrastructural challenges including Dhaka- Chattagram Highway, Chattagram Port, Mongla Port,
Pangaon ICT and inland waterways.

Energy security for industries.

Export diversification and jute sector development.

Reducing cost of doing business, easing the business process and implementing one stop
service (0SS).

Modernize the Companies Act 1994 including minority protection, personal guarantee, single
shareholding company and e-voting.

Skill development initiative.

Research and Innovation process.

Engage private sector to achieve SDGs.

Promoting regional connectivity for expanding trade and investment.
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Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me now pay solemn condolence and homage, on behalf of DCCI family, to the departed souls who
have left us in 2018 and sympathy to their all grieved and shocked family members.

DCCI expressed deep shock at the demise of Mr. Syed Toufig Ali, Former Vice President, DCCI; Mr.
Ashrafuddin Malik, Member, DCCI & elder brother of Mr. Alauddin Malik, Director, DCCI; Ms. Shah
Morsheda Begum, wife of Alhaj Ahsanul Haque, Member, DCCI Dhaka Decentralization Standing
Committee; Mr. Brigadier General (Retd.) Dr. Syed Fazle Rahim, Brother-in-Law of Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA,
Senior Vice President of DCCI; Mother of DCCI Member Mrs. Lily Hoque, Mother of Mr. Benajir Ahmed
Nannu, Electrician, DCCI. Mr. Md. Zahirul Haque, Junior Officer, Research & Development, DCCI; Mr.
Rahman Jahangir, Editor, DCCI Monthly Review;

We also mourned with deep sorrow at sudden demise of Mr. Abul Kashem Ahmed, Former First Vice
President, FBCCI; Mr. AHM Moazzem Hossain, Editor, The Financial Express; Mr. Golam Sarwar, Editor,
The Daily Samakal.

DCCI deeply mourned and shared heartfelt solidarity for the members of the bereaved families who lost
their beloved ones.

Distinguished Members

Before going in to the details of our activities, | would like to share some of the activities and achievements
of the Chamber in 2018.

DCCI Business Institute (DBI)

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) has been conducting various training programme as per its Annual Training
Calendar since its inception. It is continuously organizing Certificate, Advanced Certificate, Diploma
Courses on “Supply Chain Management” of International Trade Centre (ITC), Geneva. It has also been
implementing various short training courses and workshops over the year. During 2018, 23rd batch
(January-June, 2018) and 24" batch (July-December, 2018) of Certificate Course were successfully
started with fifty two (52) and thirty eight (38) participants respectively.

It is worth mentioning that DCCI won “Best Training Support Institution Award 2018" from ITC during its
SCM Global Network Roundtable 2018, held at Beijing, China from 31st October to 2nd November 2018.

DBI organized 23 short training courses with 278 participants from October 2017 to September 2018. DB
also organized 27 workshops with 375 participants in the said period. Two corporate training courses
were organized for “Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Ltd." and “Ain-o-Salish Kendra" titled ‘Office
Management, Filling and Documentation’ and ‘Managing Accounts-Best Practices’, respectively.

Four training programme were organized by DBI on “Project Management’, “Designing and Manufacturing

of Diversified High-end Jute Products”, “Training on Trainer (ToT) on Supply Chain Management” and
“Bankable Project Proposal Preparation” financed by DCCI-USAID's AVC Project.

DBI has developed Course Curriculum for three new Professional Certificate Courses on “Marketing
Management”, “Financial Management" and "“Human Resource Management’. Admission process of the
said courses are going on. DBI took initiative to promote its existing activities as well as advertisement its
upcoming training courses, workshops, professional certificate courses and MLS-SCM courses regularly.
Two issues of DBI Newsletter has been published in 2018 and 3rd issue will be published soon. DBI is
planning to extend its horizon to into new Post Graduation Diploma (PGD) courses by offering “PGD in

Income Tax Management” and (PGD in Customs and VAT Management” soon.

Activities of DBI College

Since its inception, with Joint Collaboration of DCCI, DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has been
relentlessly pursuing its mission and goals as stipulated by Governing Body, Standing Committee,
Working Committee and DCCI Board of Directors. DBI (College) provides exceptional teaching and
practical learning to inspire and empower students for personal and professional success.

Steps are being taken to attract and retain good students in large group. All patrons of DBI College have
been proactive towards the attainment of desired goals for which National University has shown
confidence on the ability of DBI College for running BBA Professional program successfully. Under the
counseling Committee, students are counseled regularly to resolve their issues regarding academic and
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morality. As a result, their self-motivation process have been improved. Students of 15t and 2" batch have
already completed their academic degree from the college. At present, 5 batches are up and running
simultaneously and DBI College is taking necessary steps to welcome its 8" Batch. It is worth mentioning
that DBI College has achieved commendable success in the fields of academics, administration, facilities,
extra-curricular activities and student’s affair. It's a matter of pride that our students Md. Mamonur Rashid
obtained CGPA 3.95 in 6th semester which is the highest and outstanding result in the National University
and around 60% student obtained CGPA 3.50 and above. Students of 3 & 4" batches have done
outstanding result in their last semesters (71" semester & 5" semester respectively). One of them named
Mohammad Riduwan (3 batch) obtained CGPA 3.85 out of GPA-4. On an average 50% students obtained
CGPA 3.50 and above.

DCCI Foundation & Board of Directors have taken a generous initiative to offer scholarship to students of
DBI College. 11 students from DBI College got “CZM Genius Scholarship” managed by DCCI for the year
2018 (Jan-Dec) session. Students of DBI College get preference for internship opportunity at DCCI and
also have the opportunity to participate in different seminars and workshops of DCCI. Two of our brilliant
students Sayed Billal Hossain and Aliva Salmin Tafana had worked in the DCCI Library after completion of
their BBA (Professional) degree.

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has participated in “4" Showcase Canada-2018" (Trade and
Education Fair) held from 6™ -7 May, 2018. Principal of DBI College Ms. Khodeza Begum recently
completed the first part of “Master in Leadership Management” degree from Nottingham University of
Malaysian Campus (UNMC) in March, 2018 under College Education Development Project (CEDP) of
Peoples Republic of Bangladesh. Besides class lectures-individual and group presentation, class study,
assignments, group discussion, exercise and other interactive methods of learning are being practiced to
explore and expose students potential. Much effort has been taken to enhance students’ standard of
assimilation, analysis and creativity.

Activities of DCCI and DBI College Library

DCCI has a well-equipped library with a collection of 7200 books, journals, magazines and other
publications. It helps learning and development of DBI college students, Faculty members, DCCI members
and for general people. DCCI Library has been introduced Library Management Software this year. As a
result, all library service activities provided through Library Management Software. DCCI members use it
particularly for International Tenders and consulting International Business Directories. During 2018, 127
BBA Text Books, 550 Reference Books (Directories, Magazines, Journal), 472 Tender Documents, 18
Training materials were collected for the Library. It has also an enriched archive section with rare collection
including government & non-government publications, National and International business and
commercial publications with study space. On an average 60-70 users visit and use the library every day.

Activities of Business Initiative Leading Development (BUILD)

Business Initiative Leading Development (BUILD) - a Public-Private Dialogue (PPD) platform working very
closely with public and private sector to address regulatory barriers for business and to unlock investment
constraints. BUILD, as a private sector think tank supported by three leading Chambers, Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) and
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI). BUILD's activities are rotated through the Private
Sector Development Policy Coordination Committee (PSDPCC) headed by the Principal Secretary of PMO
for which BUILD provides secretarial services. Since inception, BUILD kept contributing with significant
policy and process reform initiatives easing trade and industry ecosystem of Bangladesh.

During 2018, 5 Working Committee Meeting and Broader scale Dialogues were organized by the PPD
Platform on different Trade & Business Policies and strategic issues. Similarly, 16 Pre-Dialogue
Consultation Sessions and Meetings including, brainstorming sessions, Focus Group Discussion and
in-house-Dialogues, broader dialogue were organized. Since its inception, BUILD's activities have been
diversified and have been acknowledged by the national and international community as the national
dialogue platform working for promoting trade and investment in the country.
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Since 2012 BUILD has proposed 651 reform proposals of which 334 proposals were approved while 173
proposals were implemented in different Working Committees and PSDPCC, where in the 2018,
thirty-five(35) reform proposals were implemented. BUILD signed MOU with WE Connect International
based in Washington and Bangladesh Centre for Advance Studies (BCAS) in 2018.

Distinguished Members

DCCI has been actively cooperating with various international agencies like UNDP, UNCTAD, UNIDO,
USAID, EU, WTO, ITC, ESCAP, CBI, World Bank, ICC, GIZ, ZDH, APO, JICA, IFC-BICF, JETRO, CIPE, SEDF,
WCC, CCPIT etc. in carrying out various joint project activities for creation of a favorable investment
climate and promotion of trade and industry. This year DCCI has implemented the following projects:

1. USAID’s Agricultural Value Chains (AVC) Project:

Traditionally Bangladesh's economy is based on agriculture. Agriculture is the main source of GDP growth
and employment for many decades in Bangladesh. Over the decades, against the incremental industry
contribution to GDP, agriculture is losing its share to industry in terms of contribution to GDP. The
contribution of agriculture slipped to 14.23% in 2018 from 59.60% in 1972.

Despite reducing share of agriculture to GDP, the importance of agriculture is crucial in primary
industrialization, providing raw materials to many agro-processing based manufacturing activities. As
agro-progressing sector requires comparatively low capital and moderate technology, it is most suitable
segment to invest by the small and medium enterprises (SMEs) or new entrepreneurs.

DCCI has entered into an Adaptive Market Actor Agreement with Feed the Future Bangladesh Agriculture
Value Chain Activity (AVC) under which DCCI received a fixed award grant to implement activities that will
help engage public and private partners in key agricultural sectors such as agricultural marketing and
commercialization, investment in agriculture, and assessing the impact of Global G.A.P. and other
compliance certifications as promotional tools and tactics. As part of these activities, during this year,
DCCI, supported by AVC, has organized numerous seminars, dialogues, workshops, and training both in
Dhaka and outside of Dhaka. Also organized National Fair named “DCCI Agro Tech 2018" and “Destination
Bangladesh Fair 2018" in Dhaka. DCCI has successfully completed the Phase-1 and 2 of DCCl's AVC
Project

2. METABUILD Project:

METABUILD is a 4-year project (2016-2020) supported by the European Union (EU) under the SWITCH
Asia Programme. This programme emphasizes sustainable consumption and production in small and
medium enterprises (SMEs).

The overall objectives of the project are:

(a) Creating improved production processes of metal components (e.g. structural steel) for the building
and construction sector in Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

(b) Contributing to improved environmental quality in the target locations, and
(c) Creating improved working and living conditions in the target countries.

In order to ensure improved production process in metal components of building sector in Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, improved working and living condition through emission reduction and resource
efficiency throughout entire supply chain management process focusing metal components. European
Commission and TERI, India entered into the consortium agreement of six countries (Austria, Germany,
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh) called Resource Efficient Supply Chain for Metal Products in
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Building Sector in South Asia (METABUILD) in 2015. DCCI inked the project agreement as the only
partner of Bangladesh and project will continue till 2020. During the year 2018, project technical team
signed MoU with 257 companies for RECP assessment and conducted RECP assessment in 150
companies converging 17 sectors, both Dhaka and Chattagram, reaching total stock of MoU to 317 and
successful assessment of RECP in 190 companies. During the year, 3 training (ToT), 17 seminars and
workshop, 2 roundtable discussions were organized under this project in line with the objectives of this
project.

3. Enhancing Export Capacities of Asian LDCs for Intra-regional Trade Project:

DCCI-ITC Project for Enhancing Export Capacities of Asian LDCs for Intra-regional Trade is funded by
ITC, aims at increasing exports of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) from Bangladesh
including 6 Asian LDCs to China to take advantage of Asia’s largest and most dynamic import market,
as a stimulus to boost intra-regional trade. During this year, under this project (cost sharing
arrangement), two companies, who received training on building export capacity in exporting to Chinese
market, participated international fair ‘China International Import Expo (CIIE)" held in Shanghai, China.

4. Creating 2000 New Entrepreneurs (E2K) Project & Innovation Expo:

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) in cooperation with Bangladesh Bank has taken up an
ambitious and a Mega Project namely “Creation of 2000 New Entrepreneurs (E2K)" across the country.
The activity of the project has started since 2013 and the project is being operated by DCCI under the
guidance of Bangladesh Bank. Under this project, DCCI has organized a mega-expo namely “DCCI
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Expo” in Dhaka in May 2014. To operationalise the E2K objectives and
its network, the activities of E2K is being linked with USAID funded DCCI-AVC Project. This year 40 new
Entrepreneurs from five District Chambers (Barisal, Bhola, Jessore, Satkhira and Faridpur) have
received training on “Bankable Project Proposal Preparation Training” under E2K Project.

5. DCCI Help Desk:

DCCI in cooperation with USAID-AVC project established a GAP Help Desk in DCCI premises. The main
objective of the DCClI's Global and Local GAP service desk is to provide information and support related
to GlobalGAP products such as certification, licensing and other services. DCCI will be the country
partners of GlabalGAP very soon.

DCCI Events During 2018

1. Seminar on “Inland Waterways: Reshaping Connectivity & Creating Economic Opportunities” at La
Vita Hall, Lakeshore Hotel.

Traditional MEZBAAN organized by DCCI at Army Golf Club, Dhaka on the occasion of DCCl’s 60th
Anniversary

Seminar on “Diversification of jute for the Development of Jute Industry” jointly organized by DCCI
and Ministry of Textiles & Jute at DCCI Auditorium, Motijheel.

Consultation meeting on “Role of Private Sector in SDGs" jointly organized by DCCI and CPD at DCCI.

A Workshop titled "Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM)-Supporting Commitments to the Mitigation
Targets" held at DCCI.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

Focus Group Discussion Meeting among local and special businsse cooperative societies to control
the market price of necessary good during Holly Ramadan.

Seminar on ‘law and Order Situation and Price Control of Essential Commodities during Holy
Ramadan" organized by DCCI at DCCI.

Live TV Program on “Pre-Budget Discussion” jointly organized by DCCI, The Daily Samakal and
Channel 24 at Media Bazar, BICC.

‘DCCI Agro Tech 2018" jointly organized by DCCI & USAID AVC Project at Hall-1, International
Convention City Bashundhara, Dhaka.

. Meet the Press on “Pre-Budget Discussion” organized by DCCI at DCCI.
. Workshop on “The Key findings of Bangladesh Logistics (Warehousing and Storage) study

undertaken by the World Bank Group” jointly organized by DCCI and IFC at Balcony Hall, Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel.

Roundtable Discussion on “Companies Act: Critical Reforms for Private Sector Development”
organized by DCCI at DCCI.

DCCI, supported by Agricultural Value Chains Project of USAID, organized a seminar on “Knowledge
Dissemination on Local/Bangladesh GAP" at DCCI.

Roundtable Discussion on “ADR in Managing the Risk of Non Performing Bank Loans" jointly
organized by DCCl and BIAC at DCCI.

Roundtable Discussion on “Potential Roles and Challenges of Private Sector to achieve Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG)" organized by DCCI at DCCI.

Seminar on "Halal Certification Standards and Challenges: Opportunities to Bangladesh Market"
organized by DCCI at DCCI.

DCCI and IFC jointly organized stakeholder workshop titled “Bangladesh Logistics Study Key Issues,
Prospects and Priorities” at the Balcony Hall, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka.

Brainstorming Discussion on “Current Banking Sector of Bangladesh” organized by DCCI at DCCI.

International Conference on “Destination Bangladesh-Gateway to growth and Investment” organized
by DCCI at Bangabandhu International Conference Center (BICC).

Discussion Meeting on “Trade War and Its Impact on Bangladesh” jointly organized by DCCIl and BFTI
at DCCI.

Dialogue on “LNG Tariff: Implication on Trade and Industries” organized by DCCI at DCCI.

Called On Meetings of the Board of Directors

1.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Paban Chowdhury, Executive Chairman, BEZA
at BEZA Office.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. AHM Mustafa Kamal, MP Hon'ble Planning
Minister at Planning Ministry.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Kazi M. Aminul Islam, Executive Chairman of
BIDA at BIDA Office.
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Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Principal Secretary of
Prime Minister's Office.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Tofail Ahmed, MP, Hon'ble Commerce Minister
at Ministry of Commerce.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Syed Afsor H. Uddin, Chief Executive Officer,
PPP Authoruty.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Fazle Kabir, Governor of Bangladesh Bank at
the Conference Room, Bangladesh Bank.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI Called on Mr. Md. Mosharraf Hosain Bhuiyan, ndc,
Chairman, NBR at a Pre-Budget Discussion meeting at NBR Office.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI called on Engineer Mosharraf Hossain, Hon'ble Minister,
Ministry Housing & Public Works at the Ministry.

During The Year 2018 the Following Meetings Were Held

1.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with H.E. Mr. Vicente Vivencio T.
Bandillo, Ambassador of Philippines in Bangladesh at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors met the business delegation from Bengal Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, kolkataat DCCI Auditorium, Motijheel.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with the delegation from Dehong
People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, Yunnan, China at DCCI.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with Mrs. Laura Gok, President of
Turkey Bangladesh Business Council at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with H.E. Ms. Masurai Masri High
Commissioner of Brunei in Dhaka at DCCI.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with H.E. Mr. Tran Van Khoa,
Ambassador of Vietnam in Bangladesh at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with the representative of WIPO at
DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with Ms. Julia Burchell, Senior
Manager, GSMA at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with Mr. Liton Sarker, Director, JETRO
at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. Member of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the Discussion meeting on the Role of Private

Sector in SDGs jointly organized by DCCI and CPD at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with the business delegation from

Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry, kolkata at DCCI Auditorium, Motijheel.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with the delegation from DAI Head

Office, USA at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with met Mr. Karunagshu, CEO of
Nymphea Publications at DCCI Gulshan Centre.
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. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with Mr. Alexis Bossuyt, Trade and

Investment Commissioner, Embassy of Belgium at DCCI Gulshan Center, Dhaka.

. Member of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with the delegation from The World

Bank Metro Dhaka Transformation Platform mission team at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting with Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman,

Principal Secretary, Prime Minister's Office.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the meeting H.E. Ms. Panpimon Suwannapongse,

Ambassador, The Royal Thai Embassy in Bangladesh at The Royal Thai Embassy.

Distinguished Members

As a first ISO certified Chamber of the country, DCCI maintains its high quality of services to its
distinguished members as well as business community both at home and abroad. Today, the DCCI has
been recognized as one of the most active and reputed trade organizations both in national and
international arena. The Chamber would like to maintain the same standard in future also which will not
be possible without your whole-hearted support and cooperation.

Meeting Attended by the President, DCCI

1.

14th Trustee Board meeting of BUILD Project at New Age Garments Corporate office, Farmgate,
Dhaka

28th Board meeting of BIAC (Attended) at BIAC Office.

70th meeting of Executive Board of ICCB at ICCB Office.

47th meeting of the Board of Directors of BFTI.

Meeting with WIPO representative at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Farewell reception to Mr. David Ashley, Deputy High Commissioner, The British High Commission at
The British High Commissioner's Residence, Dutabash Road, Baridhara.

DCCI Acting President Mr. Salim Akhter Khan attended a Workshop on Private Sector Engagement
through Development Co-operation as panel Speaker held at Gulshan.

DCCI Acting President Mr. Salim Akhter Khan attended the seminar on “Bangladesh-Switzerland
Business and Investment Forum, 2018" jointly organized by the BIDA, FBCCI, Embassy of Switzerland
in Bangladesh and Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Sonargaon Hotel.

Meeting on the issues of LDC status at Ministry of Commerce.

. Seminar on “Tax Compliance & Automation” organized by BASIS SoftExpo-2018 as special guest held

at Media Bazaar Hall, BICC.

. Roundtable Discussion on “Boosting Competitiveness for Investment and Growth" organized by PRI

at PRI Office.

. Welcome dinner in Honour of H.E. Mr. Benoit Prefontaine, High Commissioner of Canada organized

by Canadian High Commission in Bangladesh at Canadian High Commission Recreation Centre
(Canadian Club).

. Celebration of 25th Anniversary of ACI Group organized by ACI Group at Radisson Blu Hotel.

. Dinner organized by Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce & Industry (MCCI)

. Cocktail Party Hosted in the Honour of Ms. Naazneen Karmali, Editor, Forbes Asia (india) at Gulshan.
. "FBCCI Family Milon Mela-2018" at Surborno Amusement Park, Rupganj Narayangan;.

. Preparatory meeting on Bangladesh-Singapore Business Forum 2018 organized by BIDA at

Conference Room, Prime Minister's Office.
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. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended meeting on the issues of LDC Status
organized by Ministry of Commerce at Ministry of Commerce.

. Meeting with Mr. Mirza Azam, MP, Hon'ble State Minister for Textiles & Jute regarding Eco-Friendly
Paper Processing from Jute at Ministry of Textiles & Jute, Bangladesh Secretariat.

. Meeting with Mr. Younusur Rahman, Senior Secretary, Financial Division, Ministry of Finance at
Ministry of Finance, Bangladesh Secretariat.

. Meeting with the business delegation from Vietnam organized by FBCCI at Pan Pacific Sonargaon
Hotel.

. Meeting with the President of Vietnam H.E. Mr. Tran Dai Quang at a Business Forum-2018 organized
by FBCCI at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Round Table Discussion Meeting on “The Impact of 4th Industrial Revolution on Trade and Economic

Development” organized by BFTI at BFTI Office as special guest.
. A function to celebrate “Bangladesh’s Graduation From LDC's" organized by ERD at BICC.

. Procession to celebrate “Bangladesh’s Graduation from LDC's" organized by Ministry of Commerce.

. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended the discussion meeting with National Board of
Revenue (NBR) organized by FBCCI at FBCCI

. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended the meeting on Council of Chamber Presidents
organized by FBCCI at FBCCI.

. Inaugural Ceremony of 6th National SME Fair-2018 jointly organized by FBCCI and SME Foundation
at Hall of Fame, BICC.

. 10th meeting of PSDPC Committee of BUILD with Hon'ble Principal Secretary, Prime Minister's Office.

. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended the 39th meeting of Consultation Committee
of NBR jointly organized by NBR and FBCCI at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Celebration of the birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il, hosted by H.E. Ms. Alison Blake CMG,
British High Commissioner at her Residence.

. Round Table Discussion on Trade Facilities Project in Bangladesh organized by ICC Bangladesh at the
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Meeting with Dr. Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Director, PPRC at PPRC Office.
. Meeting with the business delegation from Thailand organized by BIDA at Sonargaon Hotel.

. Business meeting with the delegation from Thailand organized by BTCCI at Dhaka Club Ltd.

. A programme on National Day of the Russian Federation held at Embassy of the Russia.

. 72nd meeting of the Executive Board of ICC Bangladesh at ICCB Office Suvastu Tower.

. Workshop on the findings of Bangladesh Logistics (Warehousing and Storage) study jointly organized
by DCCI and IFC at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Attended Ifter Mahfil organized by Dhaka Shilpo Malik Samity at DCCI Auditorium
. Iftar Mahfil hosted by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh at Gono Bhaban.
. Iftar Party organized by FBCCI at Ball Room, The Westin Hotel.

. Meeting with H.E. Rensje Teerink, Head of the Delegation of European Union to Bangladesh at EU
Office.

. 23rd Annual Council-2017 of ICC, Bangladesh at Golden Tulip Hotel, Banani.
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. 242nd Anniversary of the declaration of independence of the United States of America at U.S.

Embassy, Madani Avenue, Baridhara.

. Seminar on Towards Great Dhaka: A New Urban Development Paradigm Eastward organized by The

World Bank at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Policy Dialogue on Regulatory Predictability and Private Sector Development organized by BUILD at

Hotel Amari.

. National Trade and Transport Facilitation Committee (NTTFC) meeting at Ministry of Commerce.

. Meeting on the issues of settlement of trade disputes, innovation and implementation of ways to

ensure dispute resolution in alternative ways at Ministry of Law.

. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA met Mr. Alexis Bossuyt, Trade and Investment

Commissioner, Embassy of Belgium at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. DCCI Acting President Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended a dinner organized by FICCI at The Westin

Hotel.

. Meeting with H.E. Ms. Panpimon Suwannapongse, Ambassador, The Royal Thai Embassy in

Bangladesh at The Royal Thai Embassy.

. Meeting with Mr. Hamidul Haque Khan, Program Development Advisor UNDP in Bangladesh.
. Meeting on the issues of “Draft proposed Export Policy 2018-2021" organized by Ministry of

Commerce at Conference Room at Ministry of Commerce.

. Meeting with Mr. M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary General, BIMSTEC at BIMSTEC Secretariat, Gulshan.

. "Policy Framework for post LDC Graduation of Bangladesh: Business Perspective” jointly organized by

FBCCI at Hotel Sonargaon.

. Meeting with Mr. Mustafa Jabbar, Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication at

Bangladesh Secretariat.

. Meeting with Dr. Khan Murshed, Director General, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies

(BIDS) at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

. Farewell reception in honour of H.E. Ms. Panpimon Suwannapongse, Ambassador of Thailand in

Bangladesh organized by Royal Thai Embassy.

. 11th meeting of Private Sector Development Policy Coordination Committee (PSDPCC) at PMO.

. Business session titled ‘Maritime Allied Infrastructure: Dredging, Shipbuilding and Bunkering’ as a

parallel event of "2nd South Asia Maritime & Logistic Forum'’ jointly organized by Ministry of Shipping
and Maritime Gateway of India as special guest.

Meeting Attended by the Members of the Board of Directors

1.

Members of the Board of Directors attended the meeting on the issues of Role of Private Sector in
SDGs jointly organized by DCCI and CPD at DCCI Gulshan Centre.

Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the “Lecture Series on Entrepreneurship
Development” organized by Daffodil International University at DIU Campus.

Mr. Imran Ahmed, Director, DCCI attended the meeting on the issues of LDC status at Ministry of
Commerce.

Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA Senior Vice President, DCCI attended the Seminar on “Accounting BPO:
Opportunities & Challenges” organized by BASIS at BICC.
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Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended the 1st and 2nd Joint Working Group Meeting at
ICT Division, Agargaon, Dhaka

Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended the Networking Dinner Reception in honor of Austrian
Business Delegation to Bangladesh at Platinum Suites, Banani, Dhaka- 1213

Mr. Salim Akhtar Khan, Director, DCCI attended the discussion meeting on "providing corruption free
public service for investment and business friendly Environment in Bangladesh organized by BIDA at
Conference Room, Anti-Corruption Commission, Dhaka

Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended the meeting with BSTI at BSTI Office, Dhaka

Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA attended the workshop on Bangladesh-Japan Joint Crediting Mechanism
(JCM) capacity building for Private Sector as the Special Guest held at DCCI Auditorium, Motijheel

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended the EO Social Business Awards Ceremony held at
GP House Auditorium, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended a Round Table Discussion on Safe food
for everyone organized by The Daily Prothom Alo held at The Daily Prothom Alo Office.

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended the 5th meeting of DITF-2018 held at EPB Karwan
Bazar, Dhaka.

. Engr. Akber Hakim, Director, DCCI, Members of DCCI standing committee on Country
Competitiveness met Secretary General, BIMSTEC at BIMSTEC Office, Gulshan — 2.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended the 39th meeting of Consultation
Committee of NBR jointly organized by NBR and FBCCI at Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel.

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended the 20th Meeting of BISIC, at the Conference Room of
Dhaka DC Office.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a Seminar on World Intellectual Day organized by
Patent, Design, Trade Marks Office of Ministry of Industries held at CIRDAP Auditorium.

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended a program of Hon'ble President of Bangladesh Mr. Md.
Abdul Hamid held at Krishibid Institute.

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended a programme of International May Day held at BICC.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a business meeting followed by networking dinner
with the delegation from Royal Thai Government and Thai Business Delegation at Dhaka Club Ltd.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended Showcase Canada-2018 Trade and Education Fair
at Hall-1, International Convention City Bashundhara, Dhaka.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCl and Mr. T.I.M Nurul Kabir, Former Senior Vice President and
Mr. Rashedul Karim Munna, Convenor, DCCI attended a meeting with EU Head of Delegationat EU
Office, Dhaka.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a programme regarding Fifth China South-Asia
Expo to be held in Kunming, China at Westin Hotel, Dhaka

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended a meeting of BSCIC Leather Sector Land Allotment
Committee held at Ministry of Industries.

. DCCI Directos Mr. Humayun Rashid, Mr. S.M. Zillur Rahman and Kh. Rashedul Ahsan attended a
meeting with Institutional Dialogue on “Role of Private Sector to Achieve SDGs" jointly organized by
FBCCI and PMO held at The Westin Hotel, Dhaka

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with World Bank Metro Dhaka
transformation platform mission team held at DCCI Gulshan Center, Dhaka.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with the Principal Secretary at Prime
Minister's Office.

. Mr. Humayun Rashid, Director, DCCI attended a meeting on Blue Economy held at Ministry of
Commerce.
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. Mr. KM N Manjurul Hague, Director, DCCI attended a preparatory meeting on Theme Statement of
Bangladesh pavilion held at Ministry of Commerce Bangladesh Secretariat

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with H.E. Ms. Rina P. Soemarno,
Ambassador, Indonesia to Bangladesh at DCCI Gulshan Center.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President & Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a
meeting with Mr. Alexis Bossuyt, Trade and Investment Commissioner, Embassy of Belgium at DCCI
Gulshan Center

. DCCI Directors Mr. Wagar Ahmad Choudhury and Mr. Nuher L. Khan attended a meeting with Director
General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Ministry of Foreign Affairs

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended a Seminar on National Industry Policy-2016 held at
CIRDAP Auditorium.

. Mr. Hossain A Sikder, Director, DCCI attended workshop on “Transforming Business through Digital
Financial Services: Challenges and Opportunities” organized by FBCCI.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended a Dinner organized by FICCI at The
Westin Hotel, Dhaka.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended workshop on “National Financial
Inclusion Strategy (NFIS) of Bangladesh” held at The Westin Hotel, Dhaka.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended a meeting on the issue of sustainability
and Green Growth Working Committee (SGGWC) organized by Ministry of Environment.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a Focus Group Discussion meeting with leading
private sector association of Bangladesh organized by BASIS held at BASIS Office, Dhaka.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, Mr. Wagar Ahmad
Choudhury, Director and Mr. Rizwan-Ur-Rahman, former Director, DCCI attended a meeting with
Executive Chairman of BIDA Mr. Kazi M. Aminul Islam held at BIDA Office.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, DCCI attended “Bangladesh-Brunei Foreign Office
Consultation (FOC) Preparatory Meeting” organized by Ministry of Foreign Affairs held at Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Segun Bagicha, Dhaka.

. Mr. Md. Alauddin Malik, Director, DCCI attended a meeting on the issue of Law and Order Situation
organized by Dhaka DC Office held at Conference Room, DC office, Dhaka.

. Engr. Md. Al Amin, Director, DCCI attended the National Industrial Fair Publication Sub-Committee
meeting organized by Ministry of industries held at Ministry of Industries, Motijheel, Dhaka.

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with Acting Secretary, Ministry of Civil
Aviation organized by Ministry of Civil Aviation held at Ministry of Civil Aviation, Dhaka.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President, Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President and Mr. Wagar
Ahmad Choudhury, Director, DCCI met Executive Chairman of BEZA Mr. Paban Chowdhury at BEZA

. Members of the Board of Directors, DCCI attended a meeting with Ms. Hosne Ara Begum, Managing
Director, Bangladesh Hi Tech Park Authority held at Hi Tech Park Authority Office Agargaon, Dhaka.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a meeting regarding “Long-term land lease in
Sudan for cultivation livestock and fish farming by Bangladesh” organized by PMO.

. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI attended a meeting with Mr. M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary
General, BIMSTEC organized by BIMSTEC Secretariat held at BIMSTEC Secretariat.

. Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Senior Vice President and Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President attended a
meeting with Mr. Mustafa Jabbar, Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of Posts, Telecommunication and
Information Technology at Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

. Mr. Nuher L. Khan, Director, DCCI attended workshop for Policy Development (for FDI-driven linkage
formation) organized by BIDA held at BIDA Office, Dhaka.
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DCCI Budget Proposal Booklet FY 2018-19

Introducing DCCI 2018

Souvenir published on the occasion of “Destination Bangladesh” conference
Brochure- Destination Bangladesh

Speakers’ Bio-Book for International Conference “Destination Bangladesh”
RNi Bangladesh Flyer

Booklet for DCCI trade delegation to Turkey

DCCI Monthly Review

DCCI Tax Guide 2018-19

10. Annual Report 2018

11. DCCI Brochure on its regular activities

12. Suppliment published on the occasion of International Conference “Destination Bangladesh”
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MoU Signing

1. Mou signed with HKTDC-Belt and Road & External Relation Department to be the member of
“Belt and Road Global Forum”.

DCCI President’s and the Board of Directors Trade Visit Abroad
Visited Singapore as an entourage of Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy

Attended the 13" China-South Asia Business Forum on “Shaping Future Together- Industrial
Cooperation of Mutual opening” held in Kunming, China.

Attended Asia-Pacific Business Forum (APBF) 2018 organized by ICCB at Cyberport, Hong Kong,
China

Attended Belt and Road Global Forum and Belt and Road Summit organized by HKTDC, China.

DCCI Vice President Mr. Riyadh Hossain attended at the UN General Assembly as an entourage
of Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

Recommendation on Several National Policies
Recommendations on National Budget 2018-19 placed to NBR.
Opinion on regular business challenges evident in Bangladesh
Reviwing the Online VAT Payment Law 1991 (22" law of 1991)

Reviwing the draft One Stop Serive Schedule 2018 (Bangladesh High Tech Park Authority) on
providing service, incentive, allowance, clearance certificate, permit and the proposed time of
work completion.

Publication in the year 2018

Research & Development (R&D) Department of DCCI in cooperation with Public Relation Department of
DCCl has prepared the following publications in 2018.

DCCI Budget Proposal Booklet FY 2018-19

Introducing DCCI 2018

Souvenir published on the occasion of “Destination Bangladesh” conference
Brochure- Destination Bangladesh

Speakers' Bio-Book for International Conference “Destination Bangladesh”
RNi Bangladesh Flyer

Booklet for DCCI trade delegation to Turkey

DCCI Monthly Review

9. DCCI Tax Guide 2018-19

10. Annual Report 2018

11. DCCI Brochure on its regular activities

12. Suppliment published on the occasion of International Conference “Destination Bangladesh”
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Standing Committee activities and Board Meetings

DCCI has eighteen (18) Standing Committees and 4 special committees and each committee is headed
by a Director who acts as the ‘Coordinating Director’ of the respective committee throughout the year. In
2018, about 73 meetings of these Standing Committees were held, where a lot of important suggestions
and recommendations came out. A meeting with the newly assigned Conveners and Joint-conveners of
all the Standing Committees of DCCI was also held. The details of the activities of the Standing
Committees have been included in a separate chapter of this Annual Report. | would like to take the
privilege to thank all Coordinating Directors, Conveners and Joint Conveners of all the Standing
Committees for their whole—hearted cooperation and efforts throughout the year.
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Eleven (11) Board meetings and One (01) emergency meeting of the Board of Directors, DCCI were held to
discuss managerial and financial issues along with suggestive policy issues to run the Chamber
efficiently. these meetings helped to take administrative decisions to streamline disciplinary activities of
the Chamber.

Social Welfare Activities

During the year 2018, DCCI foundation has donated blanket amounting Tk. 1,167,640 to the cold hit people
and Tk. 10,000 taka for medical checkup and financial help of DCCI employees. And Tk. 2 Lakh is donated
to the Dhaka Mohanagar Samity for aiding distressed people during Ramadan as a commitment of CSR
activities to the community.

Membership Enrollment

DCCI has been supported by a large number of members engaged in business in the area of export,
import, manufacturing, banking, insurance, shipping, services, real estate and SMEs. During this year, 641
new members were enrolled, 129 companies revived their membership and 2860 members have renewed
their membership which shows a significant increase of membership in the Chamber.

DCCI Accounts

Before concluding my speech, | would like to highlight some salient features of the financial position of the
Chamber. It appears from the Auditors’ Report of the Chamber as incorporated in this Annual Report that
the income of the Chamber of this year (2018) is Tk. 16,94,01,442 as against Tk. 18,01,77,810 in the
previous year (2017) leading to an decrease of Tk. 1,07,76,368 i.e., 5.98%. The income has accrued from
membership subscription, building rent, interest and other sources. On the other hand, total expenditure
during 2018 stands at Tk. 8,18,68,172 as against Tk. 8,67,55,573 in the previous year (2017) resulting in a
increased of Tk. 48,87,401 i.e., 5.63%. Thus, excess of income over expenditure during 2018 is Tk.
8,75,33,270 which was Tk. 9,34,22,237 in the previous year leading to an decrease of Tk. 58,88,967 i.e.,
6.30%. In previous fiscal year, because of International Conference on 'New Economic Thinking:
Bangladesh 2030 and Beyond', Tk. 42,517,180 was the excess of income over expenditure. While in present
year, because of Mezbaan arranged by DCCI, extra Tk. 15,46,147 was expenses. Given the fact, in
compared to the previous year, we have seen a deficit amounting Tk.58,88,967 in the present year.

The overall savings of the Chamber during the year in the form of cash at Bank, cash in hand and fixed
deposits increased to Tk. 59,88,67,494 from Tk. 58,06,98,922 in the previous year reflecting an increase of
Tk.1,81,68,572 or 3.13 %. It is evident from the above statistics that the financial condition of the Chamber
has improved substantially in 2018.

Distinguished Members

In summing up, | would like to reiterate that with the support from my colleagues, Board of Directors and
officials of the secretariat, we prioritized seven core areas for DCCI in 2018 to attract the desired level of
investments, facilitate enabling business environment and support GDP growth. The seven (7) core areas
were: (1) Private sector engagement in policy planning (2) Institutional and policy reforms (3)
Infrastructure development (4) Increasing business competitiveness (5) Skills development (6) Logistics
and transportation competitiveness and (7) Research and Innovation.

| am delighted to mention that with relentless effort and sincerity, the Board of Directors, Conveners, Joint
conveners, members of the standing committees and all officials of the Secretariat performed well to
achieve the set goals for DCCI in 2018 and strengthen the role of DCCI for the development of private sector
particularly for SMEs, which immensely contributed to uphold the image of the Chamber at home and
abroad. | would like to thank all members of Board and DCCI members for their wonderful contribution,
keeping trust on me and giving me great honour and privilege to lead the DCCI for last two consecutive
years.

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy

A11SNpu| 3 90J3WILIOY JO Jaquiey) exeyq




Annual Report 2018

>
=
%)
>
©
£
(%}
()
O
=
0]
e
o
(@]
O
Y—
(@]
-
0]
QO
-
@
c
O
@
~
©
c
()]

I AW AL TCEL FACS B2 (T TFS 0O AR ABRFOR Wi fHAPrans’a Afeaar «iw, s,
ol SRS, 551G FH STvomrarer q3R AR FHFSTolet 205 AT IS TFPTIR ST T 20 |
RIS SFe, [T I 9AANZ AT A &y FEHARPTNZ (T ATEBT (@0ATR ©F eI @ ASTifow
“{ferca FERTPTIR e O Segret FaCR | WY (7AW QIFIE Ae 731 5o =R fehireng’s s wefas
AT &, SN &S T Freies &y <R FORIPTeR’s (T emiteal 01T 6 ST eMited & |

I S e e ¢ Temdima alfs orelw wrgl wieifte | FHEibe Terife, Twed wr-Terife g
TR-TTeifS A ~AfRETeTE feTT Stz | Wi eerrr Al & 055 T BHFEIZT @2 Toq (Tow wiHe
sifeMers! e P «3e fERifrense sime Swes TmIR I @re 1 24 |

I TR FECe B3 (T THBEIR AT (RIIed & (@96 G Seeey 9993 73, @t wifeq
THRCe @ ¥feHar 75 | orer feffreie qreamiea=r T it @ (JIETITA! TSCR IIETA) CETACTR I
e @ e e [T A0d @, 5o Ao e IR 203 AT N0 AT TG WS (7#], 090
AT WLy AT woox g7 WLNfeR (7 R 208 A W4y TF© G oI R =0 I7THA |

wifsr feeT sfa @ ez swerme griaifzs sewifTen, AfwE S€dma Fweees s oifiw, Bhifee
ST WS @ P AKTE qR AN &S Hoifeqene M= Faim; Seaeea =e2 ALETCAc=
F@r G Sf <l Siwar WS (@RI 7@ gece 2R | fEHbrene’s Terife e weg S o
IR | TR R AT S (N (@ T s @3 Afegaid 7opaba (789 s T 2wl
IR | TEHTNECT (9P eMAFICT SN ST X Yo TR A WWCE 9 GRS CRT S RS
(T I | WA TG AR (T, A ooy 7R-70HfS @2 RS &oR AT e w7+
e s abew aAfeoRIRTR Ieabre ity =Ie Face T T@AfR |

TRfdifoe Torife, Sied Tr-Terifs, FE-Terifs 8 FEAAR Toa e A Fre w2 | S S =et
e ee 512, @ Wiy it T w+iel a1 Z0A0R ©F Wefe (N QIR MRIGANTSIT | ST (@ A I OItra
aiferiex effs SEaiaam AT |

T (5919 91 AN oE TWIRGE ¢ aox JIfEF Ardier o TofFe 27 &y SN SR AR A3E
TREF T IR |




| would like to extend my deep appreciation to all of my predecessors and successors. | would also like to
congratulate the newly elected President, Senior Vice President, Vice President and Directors of DCCI. |
hope the new leadership in DCCI for the year 2019 will bring more dynamism and value to glorify and
elevate DCCI into new height.

DCCl is not only a leading voice for private sector in Bangladesh but also a strong partner in the progress
of the nation. Today, DCCI has set a new slogan “Bangladesh is Building Bangladesh” and we are
confident that given our current economic growth momentum, we would achieve Middle-Income Country
status by the year 2021, becoming the 30™ largest economies in the world by year 2030 and Developed
Country by the year 2041.

| believe with the continued support of DCCI members, hard work of the Board of Directors, Standing
Committee Conveners and Joint Conveners and the guidance of our former Presidents, we will contribute
to further spearhead the role of DCCI in the development journey of the country. Today is my last day as
the President of DCCI. Almighty Allah has been kind enough to give me the opportunity to serve this great
institute. | will always have great memories of my service to this institute which has served the business
community over the last six decades and will continue to serve. | along with my board members, Senior
Vice President, Vice President have had the privilege to serve DCCI on its 60" anniversary.

| welcome the new Board along with the newly elected President, Senior Vice President and Vice
President. And, | will remind them the position they will hold in this institute is a position of great service
and responsibility and therefore they must keep in mind of their commitment.

| thank you all once again for your kind presence at in the 57" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of DCCI.

Allah Hafiz

Abul Kasem Khan
President, DCCI
Date: 22 December, 2018
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
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ACHIEVEMENT OF DCCI BUSINESS INSTITUTE (DBI)
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DCCI Business Institute (DBI) awarded Best Training Support
Institution-2018 by International Trade Centre (ITC)

For brilliant success in conducting 6-month duration supply chain management course titled Modular
Learning System in Supply Chain Management (MLS-SCM(P)) programme, DCCI Business Institute (DBI)
won “Best Training Support Institution Award 2018" from the International Trade Centre (ITC)
UNCTAD/WTO, Geneva, Switzerland of its Global Network Roundtable 2018, held in Beijing, China recently.
DBI awarded Tst place in the Best Training Support Institution category out of 190 institutions of 60
countries.

The award has been given in consideration with five major criterion for instance, consistency
performance, growth, innovation, number of training courses and impact stories. Since 2004, around one
thousand participants were trained up this MLS-SCM(P) course from DBI. DBI has also awarded the same
accolade back in 2011.
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Nomination of DCClI Representatives to the
Brainstorming Consultation meeting on Diagonostic
Trade Integration Study (DTIS)

Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA
Senior Vice President, DCCI
Mr. AH M Maniruzzaman
Research Associate, DCCI
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Workshop on “Export Potential of Trade in Services of
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Proposed Activities for the Second Phase

Dialogue with eight district chambers: Meeting with the President, Vice President and Secretary to
brief on the DCCI-DAI AVC Project. Informing them about the benefit of this project, prospective
beneficiaries and role of district chambers to implement the project accordingly. Selected Chambers
could be Khulna, Satkhira, Bagherhat, Jessore, Faridpur, Pirojpur, Barisal, and Bhola Chamber of
commerce.
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Organizing Trade Fair: Three trade fairs were organized (Two at the Southern Belt of Khulna and
Barisal, One in Dhaka) with Agro Processing Products for 7 days to facilitate stakeholders gathering
and promoting agro-products.

Skills development training: Skill development training programme was organized on diversified
jute goods (handicrafts and others) for 20 participants (7 days long) at 8 district chambers.

Study on Jute Sector: Conduct a sector study on Jute and its potentials in Bangladesh

Organizing Workshop: Organized workshops at 8 district chambers to build awareness on the
prospects of jute products in home and abroad.

Organizing Seminar. Three seminars held on Dhaka, Khulna and Barisal regarding Jute Paper
Packaging Act.




5 Training Programme at DBI: Organized five training programme on “How to Prepare Handicraft
and Gift Item by Jute” at DCCI Business Institute (DBI) in Dhaka.

2 Training Programme on Global GAP: Organized 2 training programmes of Global GAP in Dhaka.

Sending delegation to Foreign Trade & Technology Fairs: Sending 3 delegations consisting of 5
members to visit trade fairs in Dubai, Indonesia and Vietnam.

Capacity Building Training for Project Staffs: Two capacity building trainings (1 at home and 1 in
abroad) could be organized for the projects staffs.

Conducting Study on Prospect of Coconut Industry in Bangladesh: Conducting a study on
Prospect of Coconut and its derivatives in Bangladesh.

Knowledge Dissemination Workshop: Organized Knowledge Dissemination Workshops with
identified Tech-based entrepreneurs at 3 District Chambers.

SME Selection: Selecting at least 10 SMEs from each region and help them establish as
agro-entrepreneurs as per guideline of DCCI E2K Project.

Preparing Brief Paper & Organizing Knowledge Dissemination Workshop: Prepared a brief paper
on horticulture, plant nutrition, agricultural technology commercialization, national and global plant
protection, and Soil resource management. A day-long workshop could be organized in Dhaka to
disseminate the information of these five papers.

DCCI's — USAID (AVC) Project

Second (2"Y) Phase of DCCI's — USAID (AVC) project has been successfully completed. Following are
the activities done by DCCI under this project: (From April — June 2018)

S.L

Activities Remarks

]

Study Tour: A 3-member delegation visited Germany to attend

Global GAP actor Fair. Completed

Establishing a DCCI Agro Business Support Services Desk. Completed

Organizing a National Agro value chain actor Fair (DCCI Agro Tech 2018). | Completed

Launching a course on designing and manufacturing of diversified

high-end jute products at DBI. Completed

Launching a short course on supply chain management at DBI. Completed

Study/research on exploring investment opportunities of Jute paper act | Completed
and Jute pulp & Jute paper production. by PPRC

Meeting with 5 district (Satkhira, Jessore, Faridpur, Bhola and Barisal)
chambers for planning and designing to support local entrepreneurs Completed
to ensure access to finance.

Organizing workshop in 5 districts (Satkhira, Jessore, Faridpur, Bhola and

. . Completed
Barisal) on enhancing access to finance. P

Listing 50 entrepreneurs through screening from 5 districts. Completed

Organizing training on Entrepreneurship and Bankable Project Preparation

for listed Entrepreneurs. Completed

Developing Training module on PMP and organizing trainings for staff. Completed
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“Destination Bangladesh Fair” 4 (F3I@ AT (ATCIF TAZ#F A RFCT =41 41 27 | T® Q-2
SBRA, 050 T TR G O I 9j1e 3G (fEHPreNg) vo I0™ TR SRy 9T Aeaiiod
T (FCHF SIS ZCE @ I SCAEH F1 T | FieSro @t I FIFIER A7 rasrar <1< g
O3 (T Srarde FCE | (T ey Ao anfemie @ ooy wfedef Toifge e | 93 R (@i 806 B
FAw e =W T AfeBa o7 fdiae Fa1 28 wo,000/- (T T&R) BT |

DCCI Presents “International Flower Exhibition and Conference: December 06 to 08, 2018 at
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka (Rt @ I@HITe T TR A3 TR
8 M) RS (T SIS SCETBT 8 AT i

Potential National and International Exhibitors Selection:
Lists of potential exhibitors are as follows:

e Flower Wholesalers & Retailers Planting Material Traders
Processed Flower Traders Growers & Breeders
Flower Processing Companies Landscape Contractors & Managers
Seeds and Fertilizers Traders Research Organizations
Gardeners Educational Institutes

Production and Process Machines & Packaging, Decorating &
Equipment Traders Accessories Traders

Financial Institutions etc.

Thematic Shows and Events:

To attract the visitor, businessman and general audience, different flower based thematic shows and
events will be organized not only for recreation purpose, but also to show the uses of flower which will
catch the attention of business people. A list of thematic shows and events are as follows:

e Fashion Show o Children Art Competition
e Exhibition ° Flower Dance by Children
e Folk Musical Performance o Children Play Zone
e Photography Show o 3D mapping Show

o Talent Show and Comedy Hours

@ 357G FRHTe TR T TZeW, ATISE! ARGESF, THRE AT 2 AGR, NHRSF; TR (@@
@O, I NS | @ BT AT AR T N TSt A SIF N On (Hied; Sd (3 (A0
ST; S (8 RIS SFR; TR (13 ARFgeT SIAN, TG SN 779 (Vg Hifrs; S Sifsget =2=1ia; R
IR QT3 RO SR @O, S=IK (s SIS SIel; 1553 (13 TP 2F; G191 kil S=id Galrg i
RT3 GG ARCOE NReW; Efe, G e e S 9 @ ey Nt Sy ahge; @ (s TEga
TRA; G (SifRreE age; NepT opifersy Sifwst Tl ewR (T =rerier Rl awe (s 3541e I=ym;
I (AT AT FIEI *(1Re; S QTGN e BITIN; i (NTe Mg T=A1; S SN 7T 9iR;
TR (I3 SNRGEGI; S (W3 ST $3qT A2 @ FAB7 1wty RReor g e wea |




Standing Committee on “Country Competitiveness
(New Economy-FDI, Branding, Big B, Blue Economy)”
Committee decided to seat with the sectoral associations and multilateral trade relevant platforms to

know their recommendations for making Bangladesh more effective. This committee has organized 5
meetings with the following stakeholders and received following recommendations:

1. BIMSTEC Secretariat:

1. Bangladesh should sign more bilateral and regional free trade agreements, Mutual customs
cooperation, Investment facilitation etc. agreements with its business partners.

Enhancing connectivity with neighboring countries along with inter country power greed
connection, regional value chain development and other resource sharing.

Improvement of service sector cooperation to supply skilled manpower like nurses, doctors,
engineers and others professionals.

BTMA:

1. Allocation of lands for Textile sector in the special economic zone is going to be developed by the
government.

2. Bank interest for Textile sectors should be reduced to single digit.
3. Uninterrupted electricity & Gas supply at an economy rate.

BEIOA:

1. Providing policy support to the Light Engineering sector by imposing duty on imported agro
machinery and spare parts.

2. Offering special featured undine facilities like Turkey for the SME are of Light Engineering sector.
3. Light Engineering Sector should get special corner in the newly developing sector.

BASIS:

1. Initiate the capacity building activities including training, workshops, skill development in IT, HRM
Sector.

2. More focus is required on IT sector to explore local market by the government.
3. Facilitating single digit interest rate for IT sector.

BAPA:
1. Technology adaption in Agro Processing organization.

2. Achieving International Certification providing Training for skill development for the workers and
professionals.

3. Bank interest rate for agriculture sector should be fixed at 5%.

Committee has selected following title for the seminar “Country competitiveness: Barriers and
Challenges” and recommended a budget of Tk. 1, 25,000/= for the seminar. Committee seated twice at
DCCI Gulshan Center and recommended to organize above mentioned seminar with the findings but due
to DCCl's 60 years programme this seminar has been forwarded to next year.

Engr. Akber Hakim, Director, DCCI is the Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee on Country
Competitiveness; Mr. Shams Mahmud, Convenor, Mr. Zakir Hossain and Mr. Golam Zilani are the
Joint-Convenor of the Standing Committee. The other members of the Standing Committee are: Mr.
Rizwan-ur Rahman, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. Syed Almas Kabir, Mr. Sameer Sattar, Mrs. Shabina Begum,
Mr. Mohammad Dawood Raywas, Mr. Al.M. Hasanul Mujib, Mr. Shakawat Hossain Mamun, Mr. Md.
Enamul Haque Sujon, Dr. Lokiat Ullah, Mr. Syed Tajul Bashar Tapu, Mr. Mohammad Siaam Al-Ddin Malik,
Mr. M. A. Hannan Bashar, Mr. Md. Sirajul Islam, Mr. Mamunur Rashid, Mr. Sunny Chandra Saha.
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Standing Committee on
“Customs, VAT, Taxation, NBR Related Issues”

This standing committee has greater attention to the rules and procedure of Customs, VAT, Taxation and
NBR related issues and prepares effective policy recommendations for the simplification and
rationalization of the Taxation systems. The committee also discusses the problem faced by the business
community regarding Customs, VAT, Tariff and Taxation and suggests for their remedial measures and
policy support to the Board of Director of DCCI. The committee also prepares effective and fruitful
recommendations on National Budget and provided policy proposal for the Live TV Program on
“Pre-Budget FY 2018-19 Discussion” jointly organized by DCCI, The Daily Samakal and Channel 24 at
Media Bazar, BICC.

At the beginning of the year, a full-year program schedule has created and the committee follows the
schedule. During the year, Seven (7) Standing Committee meetings and (2) DCCI Tax Guide Publication
Sub Committee meetings were held. Effective and fruitful recommendations on National Budget
2018-2019 Come out and the committee has prepared a total of Twenty One (21) recommendations on
Income Tax, Import Duty and Value Added Tax, Tax on Dividend and SD. DCCI recommendations on
National Budget 2018-2019 were sent to NBR and FBCCI to incorporate in the National Budget. From the
given policy proposal, one proposal to omit Multilayer Tax on Dividend Income is accepted as per the
reference of DCCI. While 5 other proposals are partially accepted and it reflects the validity of the
proposals given the Standing Committee.

Like last year, under this Standing Committee, the chamber had published its one of the regular
publication “Tax Guide 2018-19". To raise awareness about Tax-related matters and to make it
interesting to all the members of the chamber, the tax guide was distributed free of charge by Pathao
Parcel service within shortest possible time to the members, the office bearer of ICAB, ICMA, ICSB and
NBR officials. The Tax Guide is prepared by DCCI internal recourses experts under the guidance of this
Standing Committee. Along with this, representatives from this committee/DCCI had participated in
various meetings at different Ministries/departments. At the same time, the committee had planned to
organize a seminar on proposed “Income Tax Act 2016" but having uncertain circumstance the
aforementioned seminar couldn’t held.

During the year, Mr. Kamrul Islam, FCA, Director, DCCI & Coordinating Director; Mr. M. Shafiqul Alam, FCA,
Convenor; Mr. M. Mosharrof Hossain and Major Syed Munibur Rahman, Retd. & Mr. Manoranjan Bhakta,
FCA Joint Convenor of the Standing Committee performed their responsibilities.

The other distinguished members of the Standing Committee were: Mr. Absar Karim Chowdhury, Former
Vice President, DCCI; Mr. M. Abu Hurairah, Former Vice President, DCCI; Mr. M. Anwarul Haque, Former
Director, DCCI; Mr. Ahmed Hossain Mozumder, Former Director, DCCI; Mr. AK.D. Khair M Khan, Former
Director, DCCI; Mr. Muktar Hossain Chowdhury, Former Director, DCCI; Engr. Kazi Mahbubur Rahman; Mr.
Mohammed Nizam Uddin Talukder; Mr. Saiful Islam Chowdhury; Mr. P. K. Roy, FCA; Mr. ASM Nazrul Islam;
Haji Shafique Ullah Khan; Mr. Md. Atiqur Rahman; Mr. Noor Hossain; Mr. Md. Sakhayet Ullah; Mr. Md. Atiqul
Hasan; Mr. Muhammad Zamsher Ali; Mr. Feroz Ahmed; Mr. A K M Nurul Huda Pintooo; Mr. Imdadul
Mahmud; Mr. Mohd. Zakir Hossain; Engr. M. Shariful Alam; Mr. Abul Hasan Muhammad Shahadat Ullah;
Mr. Md. Hossain Khan Milan; Mr. Md. Sohiful Islam Shahin; Mr. Golam Gaffar; Mr. M. A. Reaz; Mr.
Mohammad Siaam Al-Ddin Malik; Mr. Mohammad Nurun Nabi, FCA. Furthermore, Mr. Animesh. Chandra
Saha (Partha), Deputy Chief Accountant and Mr. Harunur Rashid, Assistant Secretary has performed their
responsibility as the dealing officer of the Standing Committee.
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Standing Committee on “Export Import Policy, Trade Development &
Diversification — (WTO, FTA etc.) & Companies Act”

This Committee spearheads monitoring and evaluating the changing business scenario in Bangladesh
with particular reference to pivot reform in the domain of Companies Act, Export-Import policies, and trade
competitiveness after achieving Middle Income Status, Post Brexit and further, formulates
recommendations/inputs for firming up Bangladesh's position for negotiations in international and
regional bodies. Furthermore, this committee deals with critical reforms in policy matters, trade
infrastructure and ecosystem by forwarding input to concerned ministries and government agencies for
developing and balancing environment for export, import and trade facilitation.

During the year 2018, total two meetings were held under this Standing Committee. The meetings
discussed various issues related to Companies Act reform, Export & Import Policy, Export Promotion,
FTA, export market expansion, exploring new market and products etc. This Committee appointed two
advisors to work on the possible reforms to be proposed in the new Companies Act and ended up
preparing a detail study on the draft Companies Act Bill. Under the guidance of this Committee, Research
& Development Department of DCCI prepared a synopsis on existing export and import policy orders.
Additionally, as decided by the Committee, Research & Development also prepared a synopsis on the
trade status of Bangladesh with major regional blocs. Provided the critical need of a robust reform in
Companies Act, this Committee arranged a Round table discussion titled ‘Companies Act: Critical
Reforms for Private Sector Development’ on May 24, 2018 at DCCI Auditorium. Mr. M. A. Mannan, MP,
Hon'ble State Minister, Ministry of Finance and Planning, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh graced the Round table discussion as the Chief Guest while Mr. Shubhashish Bose,
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh was present as the
Special Guest.

Representatives from this Committee participated in various meetings at various ministries and other
government bodies. Members of this Standing committee participated in local and international trade
exhibitions and trade missions.

Mr. Nuher Latif Khan, Director, DCCI acted as Coordinating Director, Mr. Amer Yusuf acted as Convenor
while Mr. Md. Ikram Dhali and Mr. Noor Hossain acted as Joint Convenor of the Standing Committee.

The other distinguished members of the Standing Committee were: Mr. A.K.M. Delwar Hossain; Mr. Sk.
Md. Waliul Islam; Mr. Abu Bakr Md. Siddique; Mr. Parvez Ahmed; Md. Munir Hossain; Mr. Md. Mamunur
Rahman; Dr. Md. Zakir Hossain; Mr. Md. Atiqul Hasan; Mr. Md. Omar Faruk; Mr. Md. Kabir Hossen; Mr.
Abdul Mumit; Mr. Mohammad Kamruzzaman; Mr. Md. Hossain Khan Milan; Mrs. Suraiya Alam; Mr. M.H.K.
Jahangir Mahmud; Mr. Md. Azizur Rahman; Mr. Asaduzzaman and Mr. Md. Shahin Bhuiyan.

Standing Committee on Financial Institutions

The Standing Committee worked as a platform to deal with the matter of the financial sector and provided
policy recommendations to the concerned authorities for the effective development of financial institution
ranging from the banking sector to NBR. It also has a greater attention to the activities of Central Bank,
Capital Markets, Insurance Companies, Brokerages and Investment Companies.

It also regularly assessed and reviewed the Banking and Monetary Policy to forecast the future of the
financial sector. Especially, for financing the SME, reducing the NPL and strengthening the
business-friendly environment, the committee had provided different policy supports for the Board of
Director to pursue the interest of business.
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During the year 2018, the Standing Committee has planned to organize a conference on "National
Infrastructure Development Funding” based on the recommendation retrieved from the Standing
Committee meetings. The seminar was planned to identify the need for local equity, debt financing of large
PPP and Infrastructure Projects from major stakeholders. It would further highlight regulatory changes
needed to support infrastructure funding requirements and coordinates specific reform propositions for
the inclusion of the capital markets as a financing source. Moreover, to meet up the Vision 2027 and
become the 31 largest world economy in near future, the committee put emphasis on integrated approach
of Ministry of Finance, Central Bank, Credit Rating Agency, NBFI and Banking Sector to address the
financial instability, NPL Problem and the regulation crisis in the financial sector of Bangladesh.

Mr. Wagar Ahmad Choudhury, Director, DCCI was the Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee
and Mr. Ashraf Ahmed was the convenor while Mr. Zeyad Rahman and Mr. M.A. Mannan, the Joint
Convenor for the year 2018.

The members of the Standing Committee were Mr. M. Anwarul Haque, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. K.G.
Karim, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. Rizwan-ur-Rahman, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. A. K. Mizanur Rahman,
FCA, Mr. Tapan Krishna Podder, FCA, FCMA, Mr. PK Roy, FCA, Mr. Sharfuddin Ahmed Adil, Mr. Abul
Kashem Md. Shirin, Mr. Sohail R. K. Hussain, Mr. S.M. Intekhab Alam, Mr. Bidhu Bhusan Chakraborty, Engr.
M. Shariful Alam, Mr. Mohammad Siaam Al-Ddin Malik, Mr. M.A. Hannan Bashar, Mr. Md. Sirajul Islam, Mr.
Rahel Ahmed and Mr. Q.M. Shariful Ala, FCA.

Standing Committee on Real Estate including
Urbanization, Decentralization

Standing Committee on Real Estate including Urbanization, Decentralization focused on promoting
sustainable urban housing and encouraging decentralization by formulating policy suggestions and
recommendations to the Board of Directors of DCCI for placing to the concerned Ministries and
Government agencies.

Dhaka is densely populated, while the economy, administration and social services of the country are
centrally concentrated in this city. Currently 40% of the total urban population of Bangladesh lives in
Dhaka. Decentralization and planned urbanization are urgently needed to save Dhaka as well as the
country from the current critical situation. For this reason, streamlining various services provided by
different organizations relating to the urban housing sector development, improvement of habitation and
livability in urban life, separate zoning for commercial and residential area, development of relevant
infrastructure and utility services were prioritized and persuaded at various policy making levels by this
Standing Committee during this year.

During the year 2018, three (3) meetings were held under this standing committee. The meetings
discussed about harmonization of regulations and regulatory processes, review the financial accounting
and reporting standards for real estate sector, long terms financing issues, standard rating system for real
estate developers and developing master plan, land use map and land development regulations for
decentralization. Some of the major policy recommendations framed by this Standing Committee to
strengthen policy advocacy role of DCCI for the development of real estate sector and encouraging
decentralization are noted below:

e Harmonization of various licensing and permission procedures of regulatory agencies.

e Pursue government agencies including NBR to review the financial accounting and reporting
standards for real estate sector, allowing to record sales revenue in the financial statement upon
receiving payment from clients, even before completion of registration of the asset for
transferring to the beneficiary without burden of additional taxation.




Development of a specialized bank for real estate sector as a solution to long-term financing.

Consumer based standard rating system for real estate developers need to be introduced based
on parameters such as financial solvency, human resource experience, construction quality,
customer service, design, transparency and historical track record.

Taxes and duties on construction materials and equipment must be lessened to reduce
construction costs.

Preferential tax facilities are to be offered for encouraging entrepreneurs to set up commercial,
social and business infrastructure outside Dhaka to support the growth of satellite cities.

Master Plan on national land use needs to be framed to ensure better utilization of limited land
against a huge population. In order to develop the Master Plan, issues such as societal growth
pattern, land limitation, growing industrialization and historical background shall take into
consideration.

The committee also prepared three (3) study papers: (1) Streamline various regulatory and licensing
processes related to the real estate sector development, (2) Separate zoning for commercial & residential
area and (3) Decentralization. The committee aimed to organize a seminar on ‘Urban Housing Sector:
Challenges & Opportunities’. However, due to unavoidable circumstances, the aforementioned seminar
was not organized in 2018.

Mr. Salim Akhter Khan, Director, DCCI acted as the Coordinating Director; Mr. N K A Mobin, FCA, FCS, CFC
acted as the Convenor; Mr. Sk. Md. Waliul Islam and Mr. Arman Haque acted as Joint Convenor of this
Standing Committee. The other Members of the Standing Committee were: Mr. K. G. Karim, Mr. AK.D.
Khair M Khan, Mr. Shahzada A. Hamid, Dr. M. Khurshed Alam, Mr. Md. Anowar Hossain, Mr. Ahsanul Haque
(Ahsan), Engr. Md. Abdul Waresh, Capt. Md. Nurul Haque (Retd), Mr. Tapan Krishna Podder, Mr. A K.M.
Shariful Islam, Mr. A.I.M. Hasanul Mujib, Mr. Bilash Dash, Md. Bashiruddin, Mr. Rafiquzzaman Bhuiyan, Mr.
Md. Enamul Haque and Mr. Mohammad Masoom.

Standing Committee on National Energy Security

The standing Committee had a greater focus on uninterrupted supply of Energy & Power for industrial
development and on the demand for energy consumption in the present year and the year to come. The
committee had assessed that demand for energy is driven by the growth of industrialization, modern
agriculture sector, transformation of the rural economy, rapid urbanization, and improved standard of
living. Given the fact, the standing committee creates a platform to identify the problems and constraints
in respect of Energy & Power and propose a timely and expeditious solution to this constraint.

The committee also coordinates with DCCI Directors, Members, different ministries, departments and
autonomous bodies for formulation of proper policy on the development of Energy & Power sector to
smooth the transition period of LDC graduation of Bangladesh. And, the committee provides relevant
policy directions, strategies and recommendations to the government with which the committee ensures
their active participation in the policy-making level of DCCI for the development of power and energy
sector.

During the year 2018, the committee organized two meetings. Retrieving recommendation from these
meetings, the committee held a seminar titled, “LNG Tariff: Implication on Trade and Industries”. It focuses
on charting a strategic plan to rationalize the price of LNG, ensure National Energy Security by focusing on
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energy price and LNG distribution and new off-shore and on-shore exploration. It further focuses on
ensuring right energy mix for the uninterrupted energy and power supply to the energy-dependent
industry.

Mr. Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Coordinator (SDG Affairs), Prime Minister's Office GoB graced the
occasion as the chief guest while Mr. Rahman Murshed, Member, Bangladesh Energy Regulatory
Commission (BERC) was present as the guest of honour. Moreover, representatives from energy and
power sector of the government, BGMEA, BKMEA, BTMA, BCMA, BARSMA, WB, ADB and the relevant
private sector stakeholders and government agencies had participated in the seminar.

Mr. Humayun Rashid, Director & Former Senior Vice President of DCCI was the Coordinating Director of
the committee while Mr. Salman Karim was the Convenor and Mr. Moinuddin Hasan Rashid and Mr.
Rayan Moyeen were the Joint Convener for the year 2018.

The Members of the standing committee were Mr. Sameer Sattar; Mr. Md. Saifur Rahman; Mr. N.M.
Asaduzzaman; Mrs. Suraiya Alam; Mr. Tarique Ekramul Haque; Mr. Muhammad Nazmul Hoque; Mr. M. A,
Reaz; Engr. Macksudul Ferdous; Mr. Mohammad Ferdous Alam; Mr. Shafiul Azam Chowdhury; Ln.
Mahmud Hasan; Mr. Mamunur Rashid; Mr. Sunny Chandra Saha; Mr. Md. Rubayet Hossain and Mr.
Mohammed Anamul Hoque.
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Standing Committee on National Infrastructure

Standing Committee on National Infrastructure was formed to examine the existing laws, rules programs
and procedures of the Communication and transportation sector and to formulate recommendations for
rationalization of the system; to examine and review the performance of Railway, Airways, Waterway and
Road Transportation system in the country and suggest measures for improving the operating efficiency
of all these sectors considering problem of business community of all these sectors; to deal with all
matters and issues concerning infrastructure development in communication and transportation sector
and keep the Board informed, to review and examine the problems faced by the business community
regarding Ports, Shipping, ICD, EPZ & SEZ and make appropriate recommendations to the Government
and other Agencies for their remedy; to promote private sector involvement and investment in the
development of Port, Contain terminals and other infrastructure and to perform any other that may be
assigned by the Board of Directors/ President.

In 2018, President of DCCI set priority on National Infrastructure development encompassing
communication infrastructure, energy and power sector. In communication infrastructure, priority has
been given on the Inland Waterway development and Chittagong port development.

Following the recommendation and initiative of this standing committee Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) organized a seminar titled 'Inland Waterways-Reshaping Connectivity and Creating
Economic Opportunities’ on 20" February at Lakeshore Hotel in Dhaka. Dr. Mashiur Rahman, Hon'ble
Economic Affairs Adviser to the Prime Minister, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh Prime
Minister's Office, GoB graced the seminar as the Chief Guest while Mr. Noor-E-Alam Chowdhury, M.P.
Chairman, Committee on Estimates, Bangladesh Parliament and Former Chairman, Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Ministry of Shipping, was present as the special guest. Mr. Abul Kasem Khan,
President of DCCI delivered the welcome address in the event. Keynote Presentation was delivered by Mr.
Syed Yasser Haider Rizvi, Convenor, DCCI Standing Committee on National Infrastructure & Addl.
Managing Director, Summit Alliance Port Limited (SAPL).
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The 1¢t meeting of the Standing Committee was held on May 9, 2018 at DCCI Gulshan Centre. The
committee recommended to from a standalone Standing Committee focusing on EZs and SEZs by DCCI.
The committee also suggested R&D department of DCCI to develop a Terms of Reference (ToR) for hiring
an independent consultant to conduct study on “Operationalization of Sadarghat-Tongi Waterways"
focusing on regulatory aspects, economic benefits, stimulating commercial activities and end mile
connectivity.

In this standing committee Kh. Rashedul Ahsan acted as the Coordinating Director, Mr. Syed Yasser
Haider Rizvi was the Convenor. The other members of the standing committee were Mr. S.K. Badal, Mr.
Syed Tajul Bashar Tapu, Capt. Md. Nurul Haque (Retd), Brig Gen Quamrul Islam (retd), Mr. Shoeb Arafat
Siam, Mrs. Lily Haque, Syed Mastafizur Rahman, Mr. Tanjil Chowdhury, Mr. Hedayetul Islam, Mr. A.S.M.
Salahuddin, Mr. Mamunur Rashid, Mr. Sunny Chandra Saha, Mr. Md. Rubayet Hossain, Mr. Mohammed
Anamul Hoque.

Standing Committee on Industrial Development,
Relations and Factory Compliance

This Standing Committee is vocal in reviewing problems faced by the business community with regard to
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), Industrial Policy and Privatization of SOEs and formulating suggestions
from time to time to attract FDI, at the same time protecting interest of local businessmen and
entrepreneurs. Activities from this Committee also focus on mechanisms to improve labour relations in
industries for sustainable business growth, interact with government on the development of the law and
support DCCI members' factory compliance, provide services for CSR policy development and corporate
governance.

Over the year 2018, total three meetings were held by this Committee capitalizing on setting a particular
sector and decided “Pharmaceuticals” as the sectoral priority for this year. In this connection, this
committee prepared a list of pharmaceutical industry from DCCI member list for potential co-option to
supplement the sectoral priority. Moreover, following the Bangladesh-Bhutan joint statement came up
from a state visit to Bhutan from 18-20 April 2017 where Bangladesh side offered to export selected
products including pharmaceuticals to Bhutan, the Committee planned to arrange a meeting with the
Bhutan ambassador to Bangladesh to share the thought-process of this Standing Committee and can
have a joint modality of working in future. Additionally, a call-on with the Chinese ambassador has been
decided by this Committee. Furthermore, this Committee is in the process of arranging a seminar on the
problems, prospect and reforms relevant to API industries to be held at DCCI auditorium. Prospected
government and private sector agencies relevant to this seminar will be APl Association, Ministry of
Commerce, Ministry of Industries, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Directorate General of Drug
Administration (DGDA), BB, EPB, BIDA, BEZA etc. and keynote presenter will be a Professor of Chemistry,
Jahangirnagar University. It has been decided by the Committee that a team incorporating the office
bearers of DCCI, and board members will visit an API factory possibly the factory of Mr Md. Zia Uddin to
witness the process of APl manufacturing process.

Mr. S.M. Zillur Rahman, Director, DCCI was the Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee. Mr. Md.
Zia Uddin acted as the Convener of the Standing Committee. Mr. Ashfaqur Rahman and Mr. Mohammad
Siaam Al-Din Malik both acted as the Joint convener of the Committee.

The other members of the committee were Mr. M. Anwarul Haque, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. Rizwan-ur
Rahman, Former Director, DCCI, Mr. Tapan Krishna Podder, Mr. N K A Mobin FCAFCS,CFC, Mr.
Mohammed Sohel, Mr. Md. Atiqur Rahman, Mr. Md. Saifur Rahman, Mr. Mohammad Dawood Raywas,
Mr. Md. Edrisur Rahman, Mr. Abdur Rahim Sagor, Mr. Noor Hossain, Mr. Md. Omar Faruk, Mr. Abdul
Mumit, Mr. Imdadul Mahmud, Mrs. Taslima Siddique Ratna, Mr. Md. Shahin Bhuiyan, Mr. Md. Jashim
Uddin Khan Pinto, Mohammed Salman Hossain and Mr. Azazul Hoque.




Standing Committee on “Skills Development (DCCI College, DBI,
Leadership Institute-{proposed}, Library and Knowledge Centre)-2018"

Main Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Standing Committee on “Skills Development (DCCI College, DB,
Leadership Institute-{proposed}, Library and Knowledge Centre)” of DCCI could be summarized as follows:

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy

1. To formulate appropriate policies and oversee the preparation of Annual DBI Training Calendar
and professional academic courses like BBA & MBA to provide need-based education services.

To consider and evaluate viable projects in cooperation with National and International Partners
of progress.

3. To guide DCCI Research Cell, Knowledge Centre, Library and DCCl in its activities.

Five meetings of the Standing Committee were held on January 29, 2018, March 31, 2018, May 5, 2018,
July 30, 2018 and October 6, 2018 respectively. The following activities were undertaken as per
recommendations of the Standing Committee with due approval of DCCI Board of Directors.

1. Activities of DCCI Business Institute (DBI) and Knowledge Centre undertaken during the year 2018
are given below:

As recommended by the Standing Committee, the DBI Training Calendar 2018 (January-December)
was prepared, published and distributed among the target groups. Regarding Modular Learning
System in Supply Chain Management MLS-SCM(P), 23rd batch (January-June, 2018) and 24th batch
(July-December, 2018) of Certificate Course were successfully started with fifty two (52) and thirty
eight (38) participants respectively. In addition, 22 and 34 participants have registered for Advanced
Certificate and 16 & 15 participants for Diploma courses respectively in 2018. Classes are held on
Fridays so as to enable persons on—the-job to attend the training courses conveniently on weekend.
The courses help them increase their knowledge, efficiency and creat better job opportunities.
Examinations on MLS-SCM(P) Courses were also held in February, May & October, 2018 successfully.
Total number of examinees were 150 modules/participants in February, 150 modules/participants in
May and 176 modules/participants in October, 2018. The examinations were held strictly as per the
standard guidelines of ITC, Geneva up to their full satisfaction. Nineteen (19) short training courses
were organized with 228 (Two hundred & twenty eight) participants from January to October 2078.
During the same period twenty (20) daylong workshops were organized with 255 (Two hundred and
fifty five) trainees.

Developed course curriculum for three new courses titled Marketing Management, Financial
Management & Human Resource Management. Admission processes of the said courses are going
on. DBI Newsletters has been published to promote activities of DBl among the stakeholders. Third
issue of the Newsletters is going to be published soon.
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Two corporate training courses were organized for Power Grid Company of Bangladesh Ltd. and
Ain-o-Salish Kendra titled on ‘Office Management, Filling and Documentation’ and ‘Managing
Accounts-Best Practices’, respectively. Four training programme were organized by DBl on Staff
Capacity Development Training on - Project Management, Designing and Manufacturing of Diversified
High-end Jute Products, Training on Trainer (ToT) and Bankable Project Proposal Preparation
financed by DCCI-USAID's AVC Project.

Activities of BBA College are summarized below:

Since its inception, with joint collaboration of DCCI, DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has been
relentlessly pursuing its mission and goals as stipulated by Governing Body, Standing Committee,
Working Committee and DCCI Board of Directors. DBI (College) provides exceptional teaching and
practical learning to inspire and empower students for personal and professional success. It has been
consistent with its overall effort to emerge as a leading business institute in the country.
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It is worth mentioning that DBI College has achieved commendable success in the fields of
academics, administration, facilities, extra curricular activities and student's affair. It's a matter of
pride that two of our students (Md. Mamonur Rashid and Md. Rasel) obtained CGPA 3.95 in 8th
semester which is the highest and outstanding result in the National University and around 60%
student obtained CGPA 3.50 and above. Students of 3rd & 4th batches have done outstanding result
in their last semesters (7th semester & 5th semester respectively). One of them named Mohammad
Riduwan (3rd batch) obtained CGPA 3.85 out of GPA-4. On an average 50% students obtained CGPA
3.50 and above.

DCCI Foundation & Board of Directors have taken a generous initiative to offer scholarship to students
of DBI College. 11 students from DBI College got CZM Genius Scholarship managed by DCCI for the
year 2018 (Jan-Dec) session. Students of DBI College get preference for internship opportunity at
DCCI. At present 4 students of DBI College are completing their internship at DCCI from 3rd batch.
Two of our brilliant students 'Sayed Billal Hossain" and "Aliva Salmin Tafana” had worked in the DCCI
Library after completion of their BBA (Professional) degree.

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has participated in “4th Showcase Canada-2018" (Trade and
Education Fair) held from 6th -7th May. DBI College's principal recently completed the first part of
‘Master in Leadership Management" degree from Nottingham University of Malaysian Campus
(UNMC) in March, 2018 Under College Education Development Project (CEDP) of Peoples Republic of
Bangladesh. Four faculty members of DBI College have become NU examiners and successfully
completed evaluating answer scripts.

Besides class lectures-individual and group presentation, class study, assignments, group discussion,
exercise and other interactive methods of learning are being practiced to explore and expose students
potential. Much effort has been taken to enhance students’ standard of assimilation, analysis and
creativity.

The activities of Library are summarized below:

Dhaka Chamber has a well equipped library. DCCI Library has served satisfactorily to its honorable
members, faculty members, students and its office staffs since its inception. DCCI Library has begun its
all operation by library management software this year. | am happy to inform you all, all kind of Library
information has been updated by software. Library is the spine of the research and development
activities of DCCI and DBI College. Library having a good collection of Reference books, Directories,
Magazines and BBA course related books. It has also an archive section with rare collections including
government & non-government publications, National & International business & commercial
Publications with study space. DCCI members also use it particularly for International Tenders and
consulting International Directories. Allow users especially for students to borrow a good number of
books and also served to the Library members regarding various Business information from internet.

The following activities were undertaken in the Library and Information Department in 2018:

Collection

= Collection of trade publications from Private & Public sectors and dissemination of the same
among members by providing photocopy facilities.

Collection of International Trade and Business Directories, Journals, Magazines and business
literature for reference service.

Collection and preservation of Govt. Documents, Acts, Ordinances, Policies, etc.

Collection and Preservation of Training Papers, Research Papers, Reports on Workshops,
Conference, Seminar, Symposium held at the DCCI, in the Country and Abroad.

Purchased and collection complimentary copy of BBA Course related Books for BBA Students.




During October, 2017 to September, 2018 the following Documents were collected in the Library:

— Text Books (Classification, Accessioning and shelving)

— Reference Books (Business Directories, Magazines, Journal, BD Gazette, Act & Policy, A/R etc)
— Tender Documents- Regular basis.

— Training Materials.
. Service and Activities:

1) Circulation Service (Lending Facilities), 2) Issuance and Renewal of library card, 3) International
Tender Service, 4) Current Awareness Service like providing information for book, publication and
tender, 5) Selective Dissemination Service, 6) News Clipping Service, 7) In-house Service, 8)
Photocopy Service (Generate some income by providing photocopy service), etc.

. USER SUPPORT

Library is used intensively by the students, Teachers, DCCI BoD, DCCI Officials, Business people,
Researchers in order to collect documents and various significant information. Usually 10-12
business people, 30-40 students, 4-6 faculty members, 8-10 In house people and others use the
library every day.

Mr. Andaleeb Hasan, Director, DCCI is the Coordinating Director of the Standing Committee; Mr. Md.
Rashed Ali, the Convenor, Dr. Kazi Saifuddin Munir and Mr. Md. Mamunur Rahman are the Joint-Convenor
of this Standing Committee. Other members of the Standing Committee are: Mr. Absar Karim Chowdhury,
Former Vice President, DCCI; K. Atique-E-Rabbani, FCA, Former Vice President, DCCI; Mr. M. Abu Hurairah,
Former Vice President, DCCI; Mr. M. Anwarul Haque, Former Director, DCCI; Mr. Data Magfur, Former
Director, DCCI; Capt. Md. Nurul Haque (Retd), Mr. Mohammad Nurun Nabi, FCA; Mr. Syed Almas Kabir; Dr.
Khalilur Rahman, Mr. Mohammad Osman Ghani; Mr. A K M Nurul Huda Pintoo; Mr. Kamrul Hasan Shayok;
Mr. Shaikh Abdul Wahid; Mrs. Doyal Akter; Mst. Asma Khatun and Engr. Md. Mehedi Hasan.
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Standing Committee on Telecom, ICT and IP Rights-2018

The Standing Committee has been working as a platform to deal with the matters related to Information
Technologies, Telecommunication sector and IP Rights provided policy recommendations to concerned
authorities for the effective development of this sector. This committee deals with the policy matters, IT
infrastructure and ecosystem by devising effective policy recommendations as well as forwarding input
to concerned ministry and government agencies for developing balancing environment for IT Industry.
The committee also advocates and formulates the recommendation to improve business by reducing the
cost of doing business It also reviewed the present activities of DCCI Secretarial Digitization.

During the year 2018, the committee organized six meetings. The Standing Committee has implemented
Library Management, Inventory Management and HRM Software to DCCI Secretariat for smooth
Operational chores. Also, this committee initiated Business to Business (B2B) web Portal and DCCI Website
development for the Business community. Mr. S. M. Golam Faruk Alamgir, Joint Convener attended a
meeting on Accession of Bangladesh to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) at Ministry of Commerce.

Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI was the Coordinating Director of the committee, Mr. Syed
Mamnun Quader was the convenor while Mr. Zubair B. A. Siddiky and Mr. S. M. Golam Faruk Alamgir were
the Joint Convenor for the year 2018. The Members of the standing committee were Mr. Syed Almas
Kabir, Mr. Shah Rafiul Kabir, Dr. Kazi Saifuddin Munir, Mr. Md. Asifuzzaman, Mr. Asif Mahmood. Mr.
Swadesh Ranjan Saha, FCA, FCS, Mr. Nur Muhammad Abdullah, Ms. Mita Osman Tisma, Mr. Md. Enamul
Haque Sujon, Engr. Md. Mehedi Hasan, Mrs. Doyal Akter, Mr. Md. Jahirul Islam, Mr. Mohammad Igbal
Mahmood, and Mr. Fayz Salehin.
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Advisory Committee of RNi Bangladesh Forum

The engagement of the industry and academia on contemporary economic affairs needs to be deeper and
more intense due to the rapid economic changes and challenges faced by Bangladesh. Various research
works at different levels need to be synchronized to reduce research and industry gaps for our industrial
acceleration. Therefore, the Advisory Committee of RNi Bangladesh Forum was formed aiming to create
an independent entity of DCCI under “Research and Innovation Bangladesh (RNi Bangladesh). This will
begin not only the process of engaging leaders and specialists in the economic arena to unveil new and
improved way of thinking but also help bridge understanding among the stakeholders especially bringing
the industry centric research approach within the country.

The key objectives of the Advisory Committee were:

Foster initiative to facilitate industry-academia linkage to invent new modality of research and
innovation;

Support the process to create an independent entity of DCCl '‘Research and Innovation
Bangladesh (RNi Bangladesh)' in order to improve research work;

Identify new growth drivers of economy;
Extend collaboration between RNi Bangladesh Forum and relevant international entities;

Year wise and sector wise live depository on research works.
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During the year 2018, the following activities were performed under this Committee:
Registered trademark of “Research and Innovation Bangladesh (RNi Bangladesh)”,
Two meetings were held on 29 January 2018 and 8 April 2018 respectively;

Organized a seminar on “Diversification of Jute for the Development of Jute Industry” in
collaboration with Ministry of Textiles and Jute, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, to mark the National jute day, on 7 March 2018. Mr. Mirza Azam, M.P, Hon'ble State
Minister, Ministry of Textiles and Jute, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, was
present as the Chief Guest at the seminar;

Prepared a research paper titled "Opportunities of the Jute Paper Act and Jute Pulp & Jute Paper
Production Process",

The Advisory Board consisted of nine (9) distinguished members. Of which six members are sector
experts and economists having profound expertise on core avenues of economy and remaining three are
DCCI Ex-officio. The advisory committee of RNi Bangladesh Forum was chaired by Dr. Hossain Zillur
Rahman, Chairman, PPRC & Former Adviser to the Caretaker Government of Bangladesh. Dr. ljaz
Hossain, Professor & Head, Department of Chemical Engineering, BUET acted as energy sector
specialist; Dr. Mohammad Ali Taslim, Professor, Department of Economics, DU & Former Chairman,
Tariff Commission acted as specialist on local and international Trade & WTO Issues; Dr. Selim Raihan,
Professor, Department of Economics, DU & Executive Director, SANEM acted as sector specialist on
Macro-economic issues; Prof. Imran Rahman, former Vice Chancellor, University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB), acted as sector expert on Skill development; Dr. S M Saleh-uddin, Former Executive
Director, DTCB, acted as sector specialist on Physical infrastructure and transportation networks; Mr.
Arif Khan, FCMA, CEO & Managing Director, IDLC Finance Ltd., acted as sector specialist on Financing
eco-system. The DCCI Research & Development Department acted as the Member Secretary of this
Advisory Committee.




ToFifreng et NFoHTs (=)
DCCI Business Institute (DBI)

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) has been conducting various training programme as per its Training
Calendar 2018. The Training Calendar was prepared under the guidance of DCCI “Skills Development
(DCCI College, DBI, Leadership Institute-{proposed}, Library and Knowledge Centre)” Standing Committee
and approved by the Board of Directors. Later, the Training Calendar was finalized, printed and distributed
among the target groups. DBI has continued to organize Certificate, Advanced Certificate, Diploma
courses and hold Examinations on “Modular Learning System in Supply Chain Management (MLS-SCMP)”,
in accordance with the Agreement between DCCI and International Trade Centre (ITC)-UNCTAD/WTO,
Geneva. These courses were appreciated by the participating business organizations and individual
participants. Responses from the business community and public sector organizations, as a whole, are
satisfactory. In addition it has also been implementing forty five (45) short training courses and forty five
(45) daylong workshops to develop forward-looking entrepreneurs and business managers in private
sector in Bangladesh.

The Vision & Mission of DBI:

Vision: To emerge as a professional business school with wide-ranging modern knowledge-based
education and a Center of Excellence.

Mission: DBI plans to conduct short, medium and long term business-related training courses and
curricula eventually to graduate as a full-fledged Business School for Entrepreneurs & Professionals.

The main activities of DBI in the year 2018 are narrated below:

01. Conducting Certificate, Advance Certificate & Diploma Courses on Supply Chain Management
under MLS-SCM® Programme of ITC, Geneva:

DCCl entered into an Agreement with ITC-UNCTAD/WTO, Geneva in 2004, to conduct Certificate and
Diploma Courses on Modular Learning System in Supply Chain Management (MLS-SCMP) and to hold
examinations of the same in DCCI Business Institute (DBI). The Agreement was renewed a number of
times and in 2017 it was again renewed for another period of three (3) years upto 2019. According to
the Agreement, DCCI is the only Authorized Examination Body (AEB) of ITC in Bangladesh. In 2018,
DBI has successfully conducted the MLS-SCM® courses and examinations. These courses improve
the capacity of business organizations to become competitive in the globalised market in home and
abroad, by effectively managing the supply chain. The main objective of the course is to train up
participants how to obtain quality inputs at a competitive price and keep the customers satisfied to
reach its organizational goal. Slogan of the MLS-SCM® course is “Purchasing into Competitiveness’
where “*" of MLS-SCMP denotes power of Purchasing. The MLS-SCMP course has the following
eighteen (18) modules, which cover all aspects of the supply chain of a business, from purchasing of
raw materials and other inputs up to Customer Relationship Management: 1. Understanding the
Corporate Environment; 2. Specifying Requirements & Planning Supply; 3. Analysing Supply Markets;
4. Developing Supply Strategies; 5. Appraising & Short-listing Suppliers; 6. Obtaining & Selecting
Offers; 7. Negotiating; 8. Preparing the Contract; 9. Managing the Contract & Supplier Relationships;
10. Managing Logistics in the Supply Chain; 11. Managing Inventory; 12. Measuring and Evaluating
Performance; 13. Environmental Procurement; 14. Group Purchasing; 15. E-Procurement; 16.
Customer Relationship Management; 17. Operations Management; and 18. Managing Finance along
the Supply Chain. More modules are in the process of development.
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ITC has developed these excellent and easily intelligible modules of MLS-SCM® for quick and
effective learning of the participants. Then they can help concerned companies to achieve
excellence in the supply chain management to make them competitive in international market.

During 2018, 23 batch (January-June, 2018) and 24" batch (July-December, 2018) of Certificate
Course were successfully started with fifty two (52) and thirty eight (38) participants respectively.
In addition, 22 and 34 participants have registered for Advanced Certificate and 16 & 15
participants for Diploma courses respectively in 2018. Classes are held on Fridays so as to enable
persons on—the-job to attend the training courses conveniently on weekend. The courses help
them to increase their knowledge, efficiency and job opportunities. Examinations on MLS-SCM®
Courses were also held in February, May and October 2018 successfully. Total 86 examinees were
participated in 150 modules in February 2018, 80 examinees were participated in 150 modules in
May 2018 and 99 examinees were participated in 176 modules in August 2018. The examinations
were held strictly as per the standard guidelines of ITC, Geneva up to their full satisfaction.

The turn up of participants in the MLS-SCM® certificate course in 2018 exhibits the popularity of
MLS-SCM courses of DBI, despite the fact that many other competitors like BRAC University,
UK-based Chartered Institute of Purchasing & Supply (CIPS) and USA-based International Supply
Chain Education Alliance (ISCEA) have entered into Bangladesh market with Diploma in Supply
Chain Management Course. MLS-SCM course of ITC is a unique, proven and powerful management
system to cut cost, reduce lead-time and become competitive in the Global Market. DCCI has
developed an excellent infrastructure and a pool of twenty five (25) experienced trainers through
holding eight (8) ToT Workshops for conducting Certificate & Diploma Courses on MLS-SCM®. For
holding these workshops, Master Trainers came from ITC, Geneva with necessary training modules
and imparted rigorous training to the trainers in ToT workshop. They were trained not only about the
content of the courses but also how to design a course and deliver them effectively. One of DBI
trainers won “Best Trainer of the Year 2018 Award” from ITC, Geneva.

Glorious Achievements of DBI in MLS-SCM(P):

After taking necessary preparatory steps for 3 years from 2004, DCCI Business Institute (DBI) started
offering MLS-SCM®courses from 2007 regularly. Up to July 2018, 941 participants participated in
Certificate, 476 in Advanced Certificate and 323 in Diploma courses of DBI. Out of them 262 have already
received International Certificates, 122 received International Advanced Certificates and 97 received
International Diplomas on MLS-SCM®). In 2018, 90 participants have been admitted for the certificate
course. Diploma holders of DBI are the champions of certified Supply Chain Management professionals in
Bangladesh. Many of them are working as Heads of Procurement and Supply Chain Departments of many
government organizations, NGOs and private companies including multinational companies. Bangladesh
Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Police and many other Govt. organizations are sending participants
for the course every year.

DCCI Won “Best Training Support Institution Award 2018” and “MLS-SCM® Best Network Partner
Institution Award-2010" of ITC-UNCTAD/WTO, Geneva:

It is worth mentioning that DCCI won “Best Training Support Institution Award 2018 of [TC's SCM Global
Network Roundtable 2018, held at Beijing, China from 315t October to 2" November 2018. DCCI received
“MLS-SCM® Best Network Partner Institution Award” of International Trade Centre (ITC)-UNCTAD/WTO,
Geneva, among its partner Institutions in 69 countries. The award was given at ITC's “MLS-SCM® Global
Network Roundtable”, held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 2011.




Short-term Training Courses and Workshops:

DCCI started conducting short training courses to provide training services to its members for
development of business executives and entrepreneurs under a joint project with ITC-UNCTAD/
WTO, Geneva In 1991. After end of the one year project with ITC, DCCI continued the program of
human resource development jointly with other development partners like ZDH & GTZ, Germany.
Meanwhile DCCI upgraded its training centre into DCCI Business Institute (DBI) in 1999. Since then,
DBI has been conducting short-term training courses. It has also started daylong courses and
workshops from 2015.

Training Courses: DBI organized 23 short training courses from October 2017 to September 2018.
Total participants in these courses were two hundred & seventy eight (278). Topics of the courses
were as follows: 1. Managing Accounts -Best Practices; 2. Guide to Export, Import & Indenting
Business; 3. Managing Accounts — Best Practices; 4. Development of Managerial Leadership Skills;
5. Human Resource Development (HRD); 6. Logistics, Inventory and Store Management; 7. How to
Prepare a Bankable Project Proposal for Availing Loan; 8. Guide to Export, Import & Indenting
Business; 9. Branding & Marketing (Sales) for Business Success; 10. Effective Office Management;
11. Clearing & Forwarding (C & F) Activities Management; 12. Understanding L/C Procedures for
Export & Import Operation; 13. Bangladesh Labour Laws as amended in 2013 & Labour Rules 2015;
14. Project Management Professionals, 15. Agribusiness Supply Chain Management; 16. Design,
Implement and Measure KPI; 17. Designing and Manufacturing of Diversified High-end Jute
Products; 18. How to Develop Distribution Network for Marketing of Products; 19. Rules &
Procedures of VAT & Income Tax, 20. Logistics, Inventory and Store Management; 21. Development
of Managerial Leadership Skills; 22 Guide to Export, Import & Indenting Business and 23.
Understanding L/C Procedures for Export & Import Operation.

Workshops: DBI also organized 27 workshops with 375 participants in the said period. Topics of the
workshops were as follows: 1. Shipping Procedures for Export, Import and Customs Formalities, 2.
Effective Office management and Filing System, 3. Management Skills for Administrative
Professionals, 4. Effective Warehousing and Distribution Management, 5. VAT & Customs
Procedures for Import & Export, 6. How to Become a Dynamic Leader, 7. Office Management &
Secretarial Skill Development, 8. Domestic Enquiry and Disciplinary Action According to Labour Law,
9. Income Tax Planning to Minimize Tax Burden Legally, 10. Management Skill Development for
Administrative Professionals, 11. Customer Behaviour and Excellent Customer Services, 12.
Shipping Procedures for Export, Import & Customs Formalities, 13. Procurement Strategies for
Competitiveness, 14. Warehouse Operation, Inventory & Distribution Management, 15. Material and
Inventory Management, 16. Agile HRM for Organizational Growth and Profit, 17. Training of Trainers
on Supply Chain Management, 18. Customer Relationship Management (CRM), 19. Effective Office
Management and Filing System, 20. Bankable Project Proposal Preparation, 21. Shopping
Procedures for Export, Import & Customs Formalities, 22. Fron Desk Behaviour and Recepsionist
Skills, 23. Domestic Enquiry and Disciplinary Action According to Labour Law, 24. Brand Marketing
in the Age of Social Media, 25. Income Tax Planning to Minimize Tax Burden Legally, 26. Strategic
Procurement Skills, 27. How to Become a Dynamic Leader

Corporate Training Programme: Two corporate training courses were organized for Power Grid
Company of Bangladesh Ltd. and Ain-o-Salish Kendra titled on 'Office Management, Filling and
Documentation’ and ‘Managing Accounts-Best Practices’, respectively.
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Organized Training Programme financed by DCCI-USAID'’s AVC Projects: Four training programme
were organized by DBI on “Project Management”, “Designing and Manufacturing of Diversified
High-end Jute Products’, “Training on Trainer (ToT) on Supply Chain Management” and “Bankable

Project Proposal Preparation” financed by DCCI-USAID's AVC Project.

Initiation of New Professional Certificate Courses: DBI has developed Course Curriculum for three

new Professional Certificate Courses on “Marketing Management’, “Financial Management” and
“Human Resource Management”. Admission process of the said courses are going on.

Publication of DBI Newsletter: DBI took initiative to promote its existing activities as well as
advertisement its upcoming training courses, workshops, professional certificate courses and
MLS-SCM courses regularly. Two issues of DBl Newsletter has been published in 2018 and 3 issue
will be published soon. DBI published a new Leaflet and distributed among the stakeholders.

DCCI Knowledge Centre (KC):

DCCl-Knowledge Center (KC) was established in cooperation with South-Asia Enterprise
Development Facility (SEDF) in 2004. After expiry of the MoU with them in June, 2008, DCCI
continued the activities of KC as an extended wing of DCCI Business Institute (DBI). The objectives
of Knowledge Center are to enhance both quantity and quality of training and services, particularly
to facilitate the use of Information Technology (IT) for SME development. The goal of Knowledge
Center is to provide a “one-stop-knowledge service” to local SMEs, students, academics, NGOs and
business service providers. Itis also used as online examination hall of MLS-SCM® participants and
the Computer Laboratory of the students of Professional BBA Course of DBI College, being
conducted under National University.

Services of KC: The main services of KC are: (i) Trade & Technology Information service, (ii) CD
ROM & Library service, (i) Training service, and (iv) Development and Communication services.
Sale of Services: it includes the income from different services provided by KC, like membership
registration fees, internet browsing, printout, photocopy, CD-ROM, scanning etc.

The participants of the above courses expressed great satisfaction on the outcome of the courses
which enhanced their forward looking attitude, practical and theoretical knowledge and skill which
widened their mental horizon to make them confident in doing their job professionally. They also
requested to continue these courses in future.




DCCI BUSINESS INSTITUTE (DBI) COLLEGE
(A BBA College with a Difference)

Introduction

Since its commencement, DBI College has been relentlessly pursuing its mission and goals as
stipulated by the Governing Body, Standing Committee, Working Committee and DCCI Board of
Directors. DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College, with a difference, has been consistent with its
overall effort to emerge as a leading business school in the country. DCCI Business Institute
(College) is a centre for teaching, learning, dedicated to life-changing education. DBI (College)
provides exceptional teaching and practical learning to inspire and empower students for personal
and professional success. It has been consistent with its overall effort to emerge as a leading
business institute in the country. Accordingly, it has achieved commendable success in the fields of
academics, administration, facilities, extra-curricular activities and students’ affair. However, the
overall achievement in 2018 seemed steady and consistent. In addition to that, National University
of Bangladesh has recognized the huge potential that DBI College could manifest in the
implementation of BBA (Professional) Program.

Objectives and Values

The objective of this program is to develop knowledge and skills that will enable the students to
undertake responsibility of the young executives in business organization successfully. Progressive
thinking, breaking with convention, challenging the status quo and improving the world around us
are our core nuclease.

Academics

Academics have been the main focus of concentration of DBI for preparing efficient future
managers and entrepreneurs. Simultaneously, all other activities supportive to academic excellence
have been given due preference. It is worth mentioning that DBI College has achieved commendable
success in the fields of academics under the counseling Committee, students are counseled
regularly to resolve their issues regarding academic and morality. Significant progress has been
achieved in the following areas of interest;

Teaching Methodology: DBI College is focused on innovative learning techniques. In addition to
lectures, group discussion, group presentation, case study, assignments, exercise and other
interactive methods of learning has been introduced to explore, expose and develop the potentiality
and creativity of the students. To look after the Academic related issues academic committee has
been working.

Academic Calendar: The Calendar is a comprehensive guide to all programs, courses, services, and
policies at the DBI College. The Calendar also serves as a record of many College academic policies
and procedures. Academic Calendar or detailed year calendar, containing dates of holidays,
examination schedule, socio-cultural events, visits, etc are being prepared and implemented.

Programs of Study: DBI (College) offers 4- year BBA program under National University which is
divided into eight semesters with specialization in major areas like Accounting, Finance,
Management, Marketing and MIS.

Syllabus and Textbooks: Syllabus and name of the textbooks are given by the College to the
students for better preparation and to complete the exercise. To ensure the activities of classes
“Class Monitoring Committee” has been made. In addition to this class performance diaries for each
course have been introduced.
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Examinations: Results of the public exams have been satisfactory. Md. Mamonur Rashid and Mr.
Rasel, students of 2" batch have scored 3.95 out of 4.00 in 8" semesters which was the highest
score in whole Bangladesh. For his outstanding result, Md. Mamonur Rashid was provided with the
opportunity to participate in a training program at DBI (free of cost). From 3 batch, around 50%
student obtained CGPA 3.5 and above and a student Mohammad Riduwan has scored 3.85 out of
4.00 in 7™ semester. Students from other batches are also doing well.

Faculty: There are six full time faculty members working in DBI (College) campus for supporting
DBI's (College) mission of research, teaching and scholarship.

Students’ Affairs

Besides class lectures-individual and group presentation, class study, assignments, group discussion,
exercise and other interactive methods of learning are being practiced to explore and expose students
potential. Accordingly, class Monitoring Committee, Exam Committee, Debate Committee, Counseling
Committee; Media & Communication Committee etc have been developed.

Scholarship Program

. DCCI Foundation Scholarship: DCCI Foundation & Board of Directors have taken a generous
initiative to offer scholarship to students of DBI College. 28 Students have been nominated for DCCI
Foundation Scholarship for the session 2018-2019.

CZM Scholarship: From DBI College 11 students got CZM Genius Scholarship for the year 2018
(Jan-Dec) session.

Internship Program

Students get internship placement support at DCCI and DCCI member’s enterprises. 03 of our students of
2" batch were selected as Interns at DCCI. Besides, other students also got the opportunity to work as
Interns at various renowned organizations, such as- Meghna Bank Ltd., City Bank Ltd., Standard Bank Ltd.,
Modhumoti Bank Ltd., Uttara Bank Ltd., & some other IT firms.

. Job and Internship Assistance for students from DCCI: Two students from the 2" batch of DBI
College Sayed Billal Hossain & Aliva Salmin Tafana have worked in DCCI library after completing
their graduation from DBI College.

Four students of 3™ batch have joined in DCCl as intern for 2018 session. Three students of 2" batch
have successfully completed their internship program in DCCI after the end of their BBA program.

Administration

College administration has been considerate to include educational leadership, the capacity to bring
about shared vision, collaborative decision- making ability and managerial skills.

. Governing Body: Regular Governing Body has been constituted and its meeting is being arranged for
dealing necessary and important college related issues. With joint Collaboration since its inception,
DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has been relentlessly pursuing its mission and goals as
stipulated by Governing Body, Standing Committee, Working Committee and DCCI Board of Directors.

Principal: Ms. Khodeza Begum is the Principal of DBI College. She has been running the College
satisfactorily consistent with its goals, mission and vision. She is putting every possible effort to
reach the vision.

Teachers and Supporting Staff: There are faculty and staff members across our campuses
supporting our mission of research, teaching and scholarship. Four new faculty members are
recruited in 2018 for enhancing the learning of our students.

New Admission: Steps are underway to attract and retain more good students for 8" Batch in 2019.

Affiliation Renewed: Affiliation of DBI College has been renewed. It is valid up to 2022.




Facilities/Logistics

DCCI has been fully supportive in providing all sorts of facilities including accommodation, furniture,
multimedia projector, security and maintenance. College has been committed to provide state of art
classroom. Provision of appropriate facilities is an important component for maintaining environment
conducive to effective learning and growth.

Extra- Curricular Activities

There are timely initiatives in place to explore latent aptitude, improvise mental development, rejoice of
students and excel in real-life skills alongside academic learning development. Following clubs are in
place to cater those needs: Debating club, Reciting club, Cultural club, Career club.

DBI College students participating in DCCI Seminar, Workshop and Conferences:

Students of DBI College are continuously participating in different programs organized by DCCI since the
inception of DBI College. Students of 7t Batch have recently participated in a Workshop “Round Table
Discussion on Potential Roles and Challenges of Private Sectors to Achieve Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)".

Around 80 students along with all the faculty members and principal of DBI College have participated in
‘DESTINATION BANGLADESH" Conference held on Sunday, 28th October, 2018 at Bangabandhu
International Conference Center (BICC). 2 of our Students also took part in “DESTINATION BANGLADESH
FAIR-2078" held on 28 & 29 October, 2018 at the occasion -60 year celebration of DCCI.

DBI College participated in “4* Showcase Canada-2018"(Trade and Education Fair):

DCCI Business Institute (DBI) College has participated in “4" Showcase Canada-2018" (Trade and
Education Fair) held from 6" -7t May. On behalf of DBI (College), Principal Khodeza Begum, Lecturer
Fahad- Bin —Roshed, Lecturer Md. Azadur Rahman and Admin Staff Anwera Islam participated in the fair.
Canada Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CanCham) with the report of High Commission
of Canada in Bangladesh organized “4" Showcase Canada-2018" (Trade and Education Fair) Dhaka.

DBI College’s Faculty Members have become NU Examiners

Four faculty members; Md. Azadur Rahman, Lecturer of Accounting, Fahad Bin Roshed, Lecturer of
Management, Md. Mahabub Igbal, Lecturer of Marketing & Tahsinul Zannat, Lecturer of Finance have
become NU examiners and successfully completed evaluating answer scripts.

DBI College Principal completed 1+t part of MS Degree from Nottingham University under CEDP:

Under College Education Development Project (CEDP) of Peoples Republic of Bangladesh, DBI College's
principal has been selected to obtain “Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Management” degree
from Nottingham University of Malaysian Campus (UNMC) and recently completed the first part of it in
March' 2018.

Conclusion

The National University has shown confidence in the ability of DCCI for running the BBA (Professional)
Programme in DBI. DBI College has been unique of its kind with versatile possibilities. All of its patrons
have been proactive toward the attainment of desired goals. We are confident that with the able guidance
and cooperation of DCCI and National University, DBI College will reach a glorious phase and upgrade
itself into a University College. Much effort has been taken to enhance students' standard of assimilation,
analysis and creativity day by day.

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy




Annual Report 2018

>
—
fra}
(%]
=)
©
E
(%)
(5]
(@)
—
()
£
€
@]
O
Y—
(@]
p—
(5}
O
S
@©
e
O
@©
4
©
<
[

ST

The Financial Express

Trogmonmn Tower (42 Soar), 45, Topkhass

[ES TR

. Doy . 201 % =
ik 4, LIS IES: Sale B, (480

SH

RD-50-0Y

A

s corn i et oo i Srers wis e
HCTHIA T (R TR e ey i wrwea s wf - FraEfs

1A 1A

OR-50-0¥

Fram =feprey b

Ty wATER wrn wiee weTEe e g

Ee aurd wirs beify (TSt b e ‘1‘“
Fmrm nels wreg g forn MRnesa ey

el
Feait By e pale- ffar- 2w o
AT TR S0
v aWE e e mrs Py o uin
g o awg wTE Temreis g fers wm
T N [T T AR TR
o e e s Peld wn ghead wea
N
sieg wie ane & Tha wirey wams
Fufufren® wm ghom =ea wge, sslws
ey :-'r}rw aialn covpetls Moo
w e oewd we e wns Tl coate
S e aw g B e
any
& e e T R R
wq A Teftege i, Ty afe
wrmpT, Tue S avpep v spefee. el ®
i, febrpenren <o v wEeive
Bz mwrme o iy memem misfs

whre W Tuedl WhaEg WN W

T ] 41; o8 awy Foom

drg wrn mwlenl ond e a0 mwA wfeh

firwre Tefye e

Tela g e, umm Towren W

foie NI WO ETSTNE WRTaTE wmpne
. e ai Teeps wrda e fefanmes

m e wnwe mefwa iy Tafes

PIFI A

Progress to
stall if AL
not elected

Says Hasina at international
business conference
B, ke

Prims Sliier Sharih Hasira yomer-
iy Frared st e itamasl i
wondd b ualind unbos dhr ruling, g

] Fuspgar b swoher iy costmars 1
rerasing. "

W pevipervous o the AL g, them i will sl s ulf
s targrin, b Pl sl "ol 1 o e ke,
el alac iy b e by thier

s inmgsd 38 nrmatonsl b conkmr
T P R Y e
Confrrmor Cetee on the ook of 60 ssshrmasy of
Diushcs b of Ciommmsgye ascl rschustry [ CLT )

O it isivasien, it DOCH qovdberind e “Viksnary
Renderabip Award on the PoL caling hot s “sonchbenser” of
Sruas Mgk s 3 ol chuanger mialat, e a0, sapiraien
s L e e

W-30-00Y

IR
Lare % M Aui

BHAKA MENDAY (XTOBER 24, TO18, KAETI 14, 1TFEF

il Wnica spmrend fhr ety
for gwh iswenmest snd & &
wreadiriias & iraadlasming
Baglidenh imte Destinstion
B, wail i PO st

Fmiru sk I 1956 1 3001, bar
A N
Ty o, including pow gonets
o, oo i ity rabe srwd bl
produmon

"Bt nditibely wy o thai
e cowvry wene Bucioneds in ol
e P p—
el e posamniry wesi in dhe roemgdesr
g of wevcsia, mibleacy Lewbes
L e

T goeTTanal e - it 58 Plirwis
Bhaban il e oiber ol the Frimse
Mimisr's Dffior ~ rubed e couery
whary dhobag buninon wn mpomibi
for Businen propht withois makieg
theen gy, o P akd

Mirr coming 1 o

tirem, Risglibinh i progiruieg
T arsd mmsarey Embrrasionsl s
TR N S
s, dher acibind.

Wasins said ascensding o
Privewubrrhossrioopm, & mulin-
T S —
besbmasiend in Losson. Bangladnd
would avsege a8 e wrkdn S
largest eronomy by 200 and ied
s osmaemy By M, rmorvling
mary dewlopnd eronomin like
Mameralis Souin Saless sad O

DESﬁNATIOII BANGLADESH

GATEWAY TO GROWTH AND INVESTMENT

¥ o Guest

Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina

th\mdu
o

In ihi mged, e mastisned
b of 4 brasirens debngatem in

ther imardrr ibemagh ket dimg ohor b
eghin-of 14 mudbon propl

Wi dieg e wr have ghen
uimo. EmporiEs o B poas
s e swoe B e by i
wrengTng th o Db
wrasererd

Ther Pk skl b ossrrmsmenst sl
chiria itk o ihe drorloperers
T
0t gl ke Misglabra o wosd
e s cowntry by 3001

o schinred thot sl ot il et
firnt five-yem plan husd siresdy b
T S

o of the wrond fve-esr plaa

e

wina skl b powrramen had
N e e
sl praaling the ol of e and
e TR Fp——

Peisting oo bei govoraments
forut o raghonal aned sl
conprmaticen, the M sl “We-wwmi 10
explore th kg marken of Sosh
.

Agmiras e Sackifrop of i
e apis i el e hasing
capusity of poophe, Misina hoped that
5t cirary wenshd lor abbr b wobsrer
8.7% prvoms grosth ne wear g pri-
wite ke skl iy & g debr
Fabiing chr targre

Diversi

—Now Aga phots

fy products, explore new

markets, PM tells busmesses

United News of Bangladesh .
Dhaka

Industry [DCCT) to celebrate  particalar area, and the m
- mand of the product also

- tobein b

fentioning the

The prime mnmer s years o
government would do  opment of the country, Hast-
o sald her government did  Ahened, state minister

ot thick about the develop- finance end  plwning \u
 describing various ment of urban areas oelly.
dmm activitis of  Shesaid the

the

whalever was Deeded for
divarsify their ymmm and  come out fiom the taditicnal mr.s tha comntry forwand,

explors pew marl
el for thalr flams wvadl.
Ing of government suppor.

:muu of reachicg only ooe
o dastinations
[-d.m How meariets am

foe mcwanc-

&L’:p—‘ cent GDP growth,

privae Exves-

mil spoific meormienda-

tions koeping in mind the

various
ke stegs taken fn the kst 10 emerging economic potec-
the balanced devel- tials of Bar

Commeece 1\l:us|ar1be’ml

Mannan, Raleration of Bang-
ladosh Chambirs of Com-

“Weve to diversify our  themin manycountris. We've m.uhc comiry, Husloa sid
destinations,

expont products. You've 1o o book a1

think how much varisties we have o Bnd out which
vou can bring in your expost  country wants what type of
hasket " she sad. conducts and we b b oo

n!l.l_nﬂ25p='rznlm(‘

rowth in the current [&
Wiww Tl fhn Larod owr

pmmsh
any other fore of

avemml md.r.dnn].ly or president Md
under  publiceprh

marcs and Incust

FBCOT)
ul Il

nu.mwenel:dm

Alwat tha e of the




gL0¢ 110day |enuuy

<y . - 7S T e e st e B
e mm“z‘ -
r g - ) ] el

mmw«ﬂﬂmm . - o'
e »;01‘ Yeople’s Repub
e e Y | 499 A o Yo o R

\

444941
ik

L35 O s e cowe ww wwed e Ywifl) e “aRteee W e dnfe w1
WA enceifios wrs @eb S o @ =,

LH
i

2}%

i1

29-10-2018
DESTINATION BANGLADESH

GATEWAY TO GROWTH AND INVESTMENT
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cy Sheikh Hasina

PriFsMinister

& Minister Sheikh Hasina flanked by the leaders of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at a programme titled Destination
ladesh at B Conf Cenitre on Sunday. BT, i
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Abul Kasem DCCI

The Financial Express

Tropicana Tower (4th floor), 45, Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000
Sunday, December 24, 2017

president again

Camtinued from pige 1 col B |

sector from 1992 %0
19946 and later joined his fam-
ly busisess in 1996,

He s curently a dircctor
of AK Khan and Company
Lad (AKK), one of the cidest
private sector business con-
glomerates in Hangladesh
established in 1943

Mr Khan who is also the

managing director of AK
Khan T-‘«mﬂ Ld is the cid-
est son of AM Zshiruddin

p——

Kameul Islam

||Abul Kasem DCCI president

Riyadh Hossain

STAR RAUBSINESS REPORT

The ongoing trade war between the
US and China has been a blessing
for Bangladesh as the loeal export-
e, especially garment makers,
have been secebving a lot of work
orders from both China and the
US, according 10 a new stady
reveabed yesterday,

yes

“It I8 &0 opposTune moment for
Bangladesh as China also
announced tariff cats on goods

The Baily Star

DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMEER 18, 2018, AGRAHATAN 4, 1425 BS

US-China trade war a blessing: study

imports from the country.” said
Abul Kasem Khan, president of the
Dhaks Chamber of Commence and
Industry, at a seminar onganised at
itsofficein the capital.

May WKI! are coming back 1o

and its implications for
Bangladesh’.

Other than the inflow of work
wnders for -wml fems for com-
[petitive prici; will

sourcing the white fibre 1o subsi-
dise its domestic growers and 1o
end the previous stocks.

Already the coron prioe fell 10

Do bendi in s conion purchase

percent year in the
October-November period due to
Ahmed

in the Aml:m:m garment. market
increased 646 percent in the first
nine mwdn of the yeas, said Ali
Ahmed, executive officer of
mymh Foreign Trade Instisute.
who authored the study Trade war

s China h
the US.

China wed 10 purchase cottan
worth a lide more than $1 billion
from the LIS,

Now, Bargladesh is the langest
cotion kmporter & China stopped

sabd at the
seminar, which was atended by
exporiers, imparters, trade experis,
entrepreneurs, trade body leaders
and government higher-ups
Bangladesh will also receive alot
of investment as the owners of the

| FE Report
The $6th annual geaceal
mesting (AGM) of Dhaka
Chamber of Comencrce and
Industry (DCCT) was held

Chinese sarset indisiries are look-
ing for new destinations as produc-
tion costs in China rose due to
higher tarfl measures by the US
and shostage of skilled workdorce.

The global foreign direct invest-
ment flows fell 23 percent to $1.43
erillion in 2017.

Khan also called for exercising
caution when receiving FDI
because in many areas like in the
garment sector the local entrepre.
neuns are performing well.

The recent trade war may not
sustain for a long time said
Shubhashish Bose, senior secretary
afthe commerce ministry,

As a resalt of the irade war many
factories from China may be relo-
cated tosome of the potential Asian
countries and Bangladesh should
chase this lead.

Khan, who was the presdent
of Chistagong  Chamber of

Commerce  and  Industry
(1974.76),  president  of
FRCCI (1977) and_ former
cm Saturday rocketng Abul  Planning and industrics min-
Kasers Kun 3 15 peei per of Bangladesh govem-
e fr the year of 2018, ! -

It also picked Kammul Kameul [slam, FCA, is the
siar, FCA. and Riyadh | chaiimsa of Mashnoons Lim-
Hossain s senicr vice-pres. | f1ed a0d parmer of Islam
ident and vice-president of | /ftab Kamwul and Co. Char-
the trade body respectively. | 7o

Abul Kasem Khan was
o 1  respectable Muslien
family of Chittageeg i 1963,

He completed his higher

istration from Norih South
Universify.

He joined bas family busi-
ness Cock Hrasd Mosquita
Caoil after his gradution md
was also involved in various
trading busimesses.

Mr Hossain is the son of
Nazir Hossin who was a for-
mex director of DCCL men-
ber of FBCCT and the chair-
mam of N.H International snd
also grandson of lae Halez
Menir  Hossain, fosnder
member of DCCT

The newly-elected direc-
tors of DCC are:

Hasan, Esgincer Md Al
Ammin, Mobamsd Bashind-

He is prescatly director of
Japan Bangladesh Chamber
of Comencrcs and Indasry
and president of the Account-
ing Alumni, Usiversity of
Dhaka.

He is director of Sonali
Bask Lid. He wes also direc-
sor of DECT and Janata Bank
Lud and member of the gov-
emag council of nmmg
Accomtants Buikding Rescarch Insti-
He was bom in 1959 in a mu
respectable Muslim family.  He is the permasent mem-
He did his Masters in ber of Uttara Club Lid and
sccounting from the Univer-  lifie member of Transparency
education” in Business | 5 of Diaka. International's Bangladesh
Administration (BBA) jn | | Meisthe f;l_'w member of
1919,;' briefly worked in the | Accountants. of wmm dhin, Nuher L. xhnn SMZik
{BCAR) and Instibate of Char- lur Wagar
sered He

Secretaries ol Ahmad
Hanaladsch (WSRL ralhabenhabibinvehoo.com

third form right, senior secretary f the
fourth from left, president of DCCL, attend a seminar on “Trade war
the latier's office in the capital yesterday.

RE B A

ghes
education in Business Adnmn-

The Baily Star
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Corporate tax
cuts on way

STAR BusivEss REPORT

Continued ta page 7 Col. & READ MORE 0% B3
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The gavernment will cut corporate tax
rates and bring in special measures fo
investors and exparters in the upo
ng budget for the ease of doing busi-
ness and encouraginginvestment.

I have made commitments about

inance Minister AMA Muhith.

Muhith's commens came at a pre-
budger discussion onganised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commesce and
Indusary, Daily Samakal and Channel
24 an the Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

He said he has had discussions
with the National Board of Revenue
about the mubi-layer taxation system
and a decision will be taken on the

i maer b wn shhon

1
ai;ﬁ;!i '

Finance Minister AMA Muhith speaks at a pre-budget discussion ltﬂu
Centre in Dhaka ik
Mosharraf Hossain Bhuivan. chairman of the NBR. Golam Su!tar.dhuf
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man of Mashnoons Lid,
has been elected senior
vice president and
Riyadh Hossain, propri-
etor of RH International,
vice president, DCCI
said in a statement.

Khan is also the man-
aging director of AK
Khan Telecom Ltd and
director of AKPEN Ltd
and Akceycom Lid.

He completed his
higher education in
business administration
in 1992. He briefly
worked in the banking
sector from 1992 w0
1296 and later joined
his family business in
1996,

Senior Vice President
Kamrul Islam is also a
partner of Islam Aftab
Kamrul and Co
Chartered Accountants.

He completed his
masters in accounting
from Dhaka University.
He is a fellow member
of the Institute of

-
seminar on -
Trade War and it implications for pangladesh
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Abul Kasem Khan
reelected DCCl
president

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Abul Kasem Khan, a
director of AK Khan &
Co Ltd, has been
reelected president of
the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(DEC) for 2018,

‘The new board of
directors took charge at
DCCI's 56th annual
aeneral mestine ar itz
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DCCl seminar: Despite global demand, flowers |ndlj§try
yet to gain momentum in Bangladesh

SM Abrar Aowsal

Despite being a favourable region
far the Aower industry, Bangla-
desh s yet to gain momentam in
this sector, experts sald yesterday.

Speakers made the observa-
ThOMn af 4 SEmENar on iEvestmsent
opportunities in the ower indiss-
1y, organieed at the Dhalka Cham-
ber of Comemetce snd Endustry
(DCECH awdcrium by the DOCT
amd USAIDY: Agriculture Value
Chains (AVC) Project,

They highlighted the variety

as some of the challenges in this
Lt

The flower industey in the USA
alone is worth §26 billion, with
that in China worth of $23 billion.
However, Asia is the Fastest grow-
img region for the fower industry.

President of China Mortioul-
ture Business Services Dr Heidi
Wemett sadd that Bangladeshl
Fasmers are currently producing
Nerwers waorth $00-20 million,

“These flowers ane growm by
0000 Farmers on just 6,300
hectares of lamd” sxid Dr Heid,

[

tries involved in the oaltivation
of thess cmamental crops, The
flower export taeget was fixed ag
$1% muillon for the fiscal year 2007
88 and already more than 38 mil-
licn b baoen earmid Fram Taly bo
Decembser of 2047" he added,

Asoording 1o the Rangladesh
Flower Scchety, apcand 10,000
hectares of land are cumently
bairg used in the counkry for the
cuiltivation of fwee

USAID AVC project Chief of
Party Paul Bundick, Depaty Chief
aof Party Band Amin, Contracting
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‘Govt working’”

to reduce
cost of doing
business: Tofail

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

COMMERCE minister Tofail
Ahmed on Thursday said
that the government ‘was
working to reduce further
the cost of doing business by
slashing source tax and tak-
ing other initiatives.

‘For deing business, a
congenial atmosphere is a
must and now it is the best
time to invest more in in-
dustries,’ he said, speaking
as the chief guest at the in-

%

@g resident’s Executiye Floor
; Dhaka Chamlser of Comc:ﬂaru % lruhwﬂm

Inaugurated by

H.E. Tofall Ahmed, MP, Horourssie Mt =

2 1 of ‘president’s

I

RE-0R-03V

o 2
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Ensure ease of doing
business: DCCI

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Indusery yesterday proposed that the gov-
emment form a high powered monitosing

The signing of a free izade agreement
between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka will be
a “learning case” for future bilateral deals
with bigger trading partners, he said.

He also urged the government 1o take

cell

Commerce Minister Tafail Ahmed may
bead the cell, Abul Kasem Khan, president
of the apex 1rade body, said in a meeting
with the minister, 21 the latter's secretariat
office in Dhala.

han said private investment needs 1o
be scaled up 10 29 percent of the gross
domestic product from the carrent 23,1
percent

Bangladesh
schieved 7,28 percent
economic growth and
the size of s GDP
touched $250 billion
im 2016-17. Even then

Govt should forma  union -
high-powered
monitoring cell to

10 imegrate Bangladesh with
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nagions (Asean) as well a8 the Regional
Comprehensive Econoemic Pannership,
The pantnership comprises the 10 exist-
ing members of Ascan and China, India,
lapan, South Korea, Ausralls and New
Zealand
Bangladesh will lose the Generalised
System of Preferences
from the European
which con-
tributes 54.3 percent
of the country's 1otal
export eamings ~ as
soon as the Asian
dates fi
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Commerce minister Tofail Anmed speaks at an inauguration programme of ‘President's Executive
Floor’ of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry at DCCI
DCCl p
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the country's rank in
the World Bank's
Doing Business 2018
Index has gone one
notch down ta 177 in
207, he said

The country meeds
an least $15 billion of
annual investment in i

gauge progress in
ensuring ease of
doing business, the
chamber says

being a least devel

Bangladesh will
lates be eligible for
GSP plas benefits in

the years to come
The country needs
1o qualify for

opment 1o st foneign and local inves-
ment, he sald.
Bangladesh will require $320 billion

hu MAN wn Aswelan o relishle sissrain.

o take i
the EUs G5P plus facility by con
with core insemational standards

areasof human and iron-
mengsl eaectinn snd ancdd oreemanes

Ob-09-0dY

28-05-2018
DCCT opens agro
service desk

Abrelp chesk mamoed 'CCC] Agro
Servtoe Dl eyt hean st vy as
e proegisiesis ] Dt Ol
il Carumence and liglusiry
AT g (e i of
Beanghiissbin eyl ne st h
s el B8 10 assisn e crake-
heddars and emirepaenairs of
1 oo, repams LI
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Govt, businesses’ efforts emphas1sed to
tap into $2t global halal market

BUSINESSES and experts
on Thursday said that both
the government and the
entrepreneurs should give
more focus on halal prod-
ucts o seize all the oppor-
tunities thay offer 1o venture
into the ever 52 trillion glob-
al halal market,
Bangladeshi  products, i
eluding  agro-processed
foods, beverages, cosmetics
and pharmaceuticals, have a
huge prospect in the
market of halal products,
which is growing fast, they
sald al o seminar on ‘halal
certification standards and
challenges: opportunities for
Rangladesh market'.
Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry ongs
ised the seminar at its audi-
torium in the capital,
nghdesh Investment
Development Authority ex-
ecutive chalrman Kazi Md
Aminul Islam suggested that
& separabe economic zone
could be established for
manufacturing halal prod-
ucts.
An international  stanclard
certification body s also
needed so that local halal

SEMINARON | =

& 4 Challesge

+ Oppeitiritias a0 Pangiagein Hwcn st

ey I

Imnestment

aseminas

mwmmbem

Mg Aminul at
ustry at iRs audtonum 'l\Dhakam

bl Kasem Hhan

procucts are generally ac-
cepted across the world, he
sakd.

He said that there was a tril-
lion dollar ready market for
halal products In the world,
including  in  countries
where a significant number
of Muslime livo.

Emphasising on infrastruc-
ture development, melud-

ing & standard certification
body. testing facility and
policy suppon, in this con-
nection, he said that Ilamic
Foundation was now issu-
ing halal centificates, which
i not enough to mest the
global standards.

Referring 1o Global Islamic
Economy  2007-18

of Thomsan Reuters, DCCT

—Nt‘m-\y:n"w

president Abul Kasem Khan
i that glohal Tslamic mar.
ket wes around 52 willion
which was 119 per eent of
the world expenditures.
Bangladesh has the potential
to flourish in the halal mar-
ke if proper policy supparts
ane glven, he said.
He emphasised on develop-
ing an international halal

certification process, setting
Up A separate scOROMAE 2600
for halal product menufac-
turers, framicg o rosdmap
and a new policy along with
providing fiscal and non-
fiscal incentives 1o seize the

T ——

v ks el Fr———

opportundties of the growing
marke!

United Arab Emirates am-
bassador to Bangladesh Saed
hlubdrllun[ Saed  Hmaid
Almb id that the popu-
larity of halal focds and oth-
&r consumar itams had boon
rising even amang non-Mus-
lims as these products were
hygienic and healthy.
Referring to the estimate
of T\ansparenm' Market
he said that the

was valued al $2.7 trillion in
2015 and expected to rise lo
5 10.51 trillion by 2024.
He said that Bangladesh
had been exporting halal
maat bo a limited number of
countries but it could be ex-
panded by ensuring safe and
healthy catile meat,
UAE is ready to help Bang-
ladesh in developing halal
certification, he added.
UAE-based RACS Quality
Certificates Issuing Service
Continued on B2 Col. 4,

e e, e
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iversify agro-products
lo boost exports: Matia

Agriculture Minister Begurm  Matia
Chowdbury on Thursday highlighted the ur-
geney for diversification of agricultural
products to boost their exports.

“We do not have other options, but to di-
versify agro-products for boosting export of
agricultural products.” said the m’mlmm
minister while speaking at the ina
ceremony of ‘DOCI Agro Tech 2018 Expo’ at
International ‘Convention City Bashund-
hara in Dhaka.

Ithaka Chamber of Cumnm and In-
dustry (DCCI), supported by USAID's Agri-
culture Value Chain (AVC) Praject, organ-
e the two-day expo o bring different agro
ENIMeprencurs, Agro-processors, modern
an’mm:xhineryimwmrsemmn finan-

der ane roaf.

The asncullun- minister ills-u urged the

eg:pans.l.on m agricultural production. Sh°

the DGCI.ngYeﬁ‘! 20\3&![10 at

variery l]'
Ju(e and it will be mlh\rar»d in the country

"JLIl.r wlll ot only beused for producing

traditional sacks and pulp, Bangladesh
needs to do extensive research through BC-
SIR and Jute Research Institute so that jute
can be used for textile sector as well,” said
the minister
Mentioning the surplus production of po-
e, she sakd, this year production of potate
stood at 1.2 crore metric tons against the de-
mand for 60 lakh metric tons. But the potate
growers will rot have to Beoe any boss as the
government is trying to export the surplus
_potato, she added
"' Bhe alsd hoped that one day Dangladesh
will be abde 1o comply with ‘Good Agricul

&
Chamber of C

in the capital on Thureday. The Dhaka

ture Practice ({GAFY as the country's entye
prenears have every pofential in this regard

v of the gelenee and technology
minkstry Md. Anwar Hossain attended the
Inaugural ceremony as s | guest while
DCCT President Abul Kasem Khan deliversd
welcome address,

DCCI Vies President Rivadh Hossain, di-
rectors Akber Hakim, Andaleseh Hasan: Hos-
sain A Sikder, Humayun Rashid, bmran
Ahmed, Rashedul Ahsan, Mamun Akbar
Mohammad Bashir Udd illur Rah-
man, Wagar Ahmad Cr 2
Presidents Asif Ibeahim and Md., Sabur
Khan were present at the ceremony

the two-day expo.

DCCIH President Abul Kasem Khan said
the role of agriculture s undeniable in
poverty alleviation. emplomment generation
and sourceof raw materials for industry For
the development of agriculture Bangladesh
noods to use modern technology, quality
sewds and fertilizer and diversification. he
arlded

Khan urged the povernmest 1o give sub-
sldy to the agro sector. To attain the export
target of $1.0 billion by the vear 21 form
agro sector. Bangladesh hav dovelop
skills of farmors, agro entrepreneurs, pro-
ducers,  importers, exporters  and )/
searchers, he added.

ﬁﬁmmﬂrworrcaﬁ
mwm%&rﬁmﬁ

‘ADR can help reduce
non-performing loans’

Wratiul 1siam

Speakers at @ discussion posi-
ed that altemative dispute res-
olution (ADR) can help reduce
non-performing loans,

They came up with the sugges-
thon at a roundtable titled "ADR
in Managing the Risk of Nen Pet-
forming Bank Loans” at the Dha-
ka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCT) auditorium yes-
terday, according to a statement.

Bangladesh Internathonal Ar-

10% which is not accepted,

He said the Financial Instita-
tions Division should come up
with a few proposals about hew
to address the issues of non-per-
forming loans.

Banghdesh Bank, Office of the
Chief Justice, Ministry of Law,
Bankess' Association, and Minis-
try of Finance should work col-
lectively to address the issue, the
secretary added.

Shafayat Ullah, head of legal at
the City Barik Limited, who read

BIAC along with Bangladesh Bank and the
Association of Bankers Bangladesh Ltd has
been working out a draft guideline for the
banks which will expedite the process of
ADR and make it more effective

bitration Centre (BIAC) ard DCCT
co-onganized the event,

Md Shahidul Hagque, senior
secretary at legislative and par-
lamentary affairs division of the
Ministry of Law, stressed the im-
portance of the implementation
part of the legislation.

He Lauded the BIAC for joining
the process of settling commer-
cial disputes beyond the court,

Shahidul sakd in the developed
nations only 2% of a bank's loans.
is allowed to be performing.

‘out the keynote paper, said lange
defaulters are rarely penalised.

Isstead, boa

forming Loans (NPL).

BIAC aleeg with Bargladesh
Bask and the Associmion of
Bankers Bangladesh Ltd has been
working cut a draft guideline for
the baniks which will expedite the
process of ADR and make it more
effective, Mahbub said.

DOCI President Abul Kasem
Khan said non-perfonming loans
aecount for 10.78% of total out-
standing loans, which represents
am increase from 0.31% in Decem-
ber 2017,

He recommended improv-
ing the corporate governance of
basks, ensuring proper due dil-
igence processes, adopting zero
tolerance policies on lean de-
faults, taking begal action against
loan defaulters and their collab-
oeatons, and inseducing altema:
tive recavery options.

To reduce the number of cas-
s in the banking industry and
bringing dewn non-performing
lokns to a tolerable level, ADR can
be used as an effective alternative
mechanism, e said.

BIAC Chief Executive omw
Muhamemad A (Rumee) ¢
loans are

with thy dity of banks,

the introd
of ADR as an alternative Toute
that can be wsed in managing de-
fault loans.

BIAC Chairman  Mahbubur
Maheman aaid to convert non per
forming loans into perfarming
loams, effective implementation
of the law

¥
going to the court for the realiza-
tion of bad loans so there should
be an arbiwration clause in the
contract, he said.

The BIAC boss sought coop-
eqation from the legislative and
parllmenmy affairs  division

ing ADE to mitigate

He voiced concem over the

nm performing boans as a resart
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Introduce Dhaka-Jakarta feffrenzma smam-E TS

direct flight to boost TSI AT WY AL

bilateral trade
Says DCCI chief

FE Report
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DHAKA SUNDAY FEBRUARY 25, 2018, FALGUN 13, 1424 BS

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCT) has urged Indonesia to take steps to reduce the
bilateral trade gap with Bangladesh for the mutual bene-
fits of the two countries.

The trade body also stressed the need for introducing 3
direct flight between Dhakn and Jakarta to this end.

The issues were discussed a1 3 meeting between DCCI
president Abul Kasem Khan and Indonesian ambassador
in Dhaks Rina P Soemamo at the DCCI office on Monday.

The DCCI chief called on the Indonesian envoy to take
an initiative 1o start direct air Tlight betwesn Dbaka wnd
Jakarta to boost bilateral trade, especially i the tourism

A wle S WS -
gL s f s
09 T REW TR W TR

e,

Fffrattre TS T W e e e

and Indusstry, 2icng with the trade body's former
L MA Momen and Asif Ibrahim
yosterday.

He propossd amanging a joint road show in Dhaka as
well as in Jakarta in order o attract investments.

He also lnid emphasis on the need 1o take & govern-
ment-to-government initiative for sigaing s preferential
trade agreement (PTA) between Bangladesh and
Indonesia.

In response, Rina P id that her
country is actively considering signing the PTA with
Bangladesh.

The two countries have held several meetings on this
issue, she added.

The DCCI president suggested that entrepreneurs of
both the countries should explore the posential to grab
share of the international halal food market.

He invited Indonesian investors 1o invest in agriculture,
imformation technology (IT), beather, infrastructure and
tourism sectors in Bangladesh.

He requested the Indoncsian imvestors to avail them-
setves of investment-friendly enviroament now prevailing

e W e e T
= FE

a1 Agmry Goll

FROM PAGE B1
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin,
president of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and
Industry; Siddiqur
Rahman, president of
Bangladesh Garment
in Bangladesh,

Manufacturers and " Mr“!‘&_‘nlntmfomml the envoy that DEC] s going to cel-
Exporters Association, and i e B o e

. 3 busines: ey Bangladesh’, e ssid.
Mahbubur Rahm ﬂn.l presi- Ambassador Ril\a“? Soemamo said jute and jute poods,
dent or lhE [nlematwnal shoes and other diversified products of Bangladesh have a

. podential market in Indomesia.
Chamber (‘f Cummerce She invited Bangladeshi emireprencurs 1o amend
Ban |adcsh attend d th ;:mge;golmmia'mhc held in Indosesia from October
proggrammer € € -h:'l:: expressed her cmwsv.i::ml w0 juu_u:y work in
. f ue ecomamy sector 1o explore its potentials,
. T bassador al f ishis

Former DCCI presidents e fig i«&ﬁ»ﬁﬁi‘.‘mﬁfﬁf N
MA Sattar, Aftab-ul Islam,
Syeeful Islam, MH
Rahman, R Maksud Khan,
Benajir Ahmed, MA
Momen, Hossain Khaled,

She stressed the exchange of visits by trade
delegations of the fwo coustris,

and Asif Ibrahim were alsb

present.
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celebrates
diamond
jubilee
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The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) yesterday cele-
brated its 60th anniver-
sary reaffirming its com-
mitment to work for
ensuring a business-
friendly environment in
Bangladesh.

“Since its establish-
mant in 1052 tha
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Such initiatives would bring the entreprencurs of bath
the countries close 1o each other, she said.

DCCL vice presiden:  Riyadh Hossain  invited
Indonesian imvestors to imvest in the IT sector of
Bangladesh,

AL present, the bilateral trade volume is in favour of
Indonesia.

Bangladesh exported gocds worth US$46,380 million
1o Indonesia against the import of USS1149.9 million in
fiscal year (FY) 2016-17.

Counsellor-cconomic affairs of Indoncsian Embassy
Inggrid Rosalina was also prese

i, - -
s b e Dhaka, Monday, May 28, 2018

= DCCI launches agro
service desk

USAID's  Agriculture
Value Chain (AVC) Project
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To enter into the world

Business Desk
» market especially  the
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the agricultune sevtor and
o assist the stakeholders
and emtrepreneurs associ-
ated with this, "DCC
Agro Service Desk” has
been established at the
premises  of  Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCT).
DCCl Senior Vice-
President Kamrul Islam
on Sunday inaugurated
e desk as the chief guest
at a function at DCCI in
Dhaka, said a press

el

S P&

has supported to DOCT for

initiating the desk.
Dhuring the programme,
Kamrul Islam said in
Bangladesh, the contribu-
tion of agrculture in GDF
75 per cent and it

d 245 million peo-
of the total employ-
ment.

“Our export eamings
from agro-food reached to
US $553 million, in 2006~
2017 which is anly 159 per
et of total export bas-
ket,” he added.

European and US market,
Kamrul Islam mentioned,
good Agriculture Practice
(GAP) and other stan-
dards need to be strictly
maintained.

Vice-President of DOCT
Riyadh Hossain, Directors
of the DOC1 Imran
Ahmed, KMN Manjurul
Hoque, representative of
Global GAP Lisa
Heinemann and DOCL
Secretary General AHM
Rezaul Kabir were present
at that time.
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Business Correspondent

Leaders of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers
of Cemmerce  and
Industry (FBCCI) led by
fts President Md. Shafiul
Islam (Mohiuddin) made
a courtesy call on
Vietnam President Tran
Dal Quang at a city hotel
Maonday afternoon.

FBCCI  Senior  Vice
President Sheikh Fazle
Fahim and Vice President
Md. Muntakim Ashral
also accompanied  the
FBCCI President.

FRCCI jointly with the
Flanning and
Development Ministry of
Vietnam and the Vietnam
Embassy in Bangladesh is
going (0] organise
‘Vietnam-Bangladesh
Business Forum® on
Tuesday at 9 a.m. at a city
hotel.

Vietnam President is
scheduled to attend the
forum and present the
kevnote speech. Around
100 Vietnam business-
people representing dif
ferent trade organisation
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Critical
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Abul Kasem Khan, president of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry, speaks at a roundtable on companies
mwamwmmmwﬂmmhIm:apilllyssmﬁ:)cllﬂlamn state minister for finance, and

Bose,

were also present.

' Companies act
needs robust
reform: analysts

STaR Bussess REPORT

RO PACT 81
i dthe

“palicy and reducuién of tees'ta torfidhase

salled since 2013 although the econamy

“By the nest .m—.. the compilation of
be finalised.”

¥
These is only one bench dedicated to resolve
evenpany-related cases in the High Coun
As 3 result, dispute senlement takes many

MA Mansan ~u|e minkster for finance
and planning, sabd he has discussed with
the stal lders while compiling the

. a1, Th b

yean, pecple id
“a mobust company lw regime i 3
emust,” said Barsister Rashna Imam, an
advocate of the Supreme Coun, adding
that the number of benches in the TG

thebusinesses, he said

DCCY President Abul Kasem Khan said
fthe rvew companies act comves invo effect,
2 woulld bring mare companies under the

With the expansion of the economy, the couniry's
‘companies act needs  robust reform in order to qut
the cost of doing business and anract foreign inves-
ment, said speakers yesterday.
The reforms of the sc1 may ease tve daing of busi-
m‘iu:n: cotld astzac mare fareign aur“l investmenL,
4 A K LCL

whould either
tribuanal setup.

Adeeh 1 Khan, senior partses of KPMG
Bargladesh, said although the office of the
Regsstrar of Joint Stock Companies (RISC)
claims that it has drasically reduced the
time mecded 1o register BOW companies, it
still takes mose than a week compared (o

Hie veas echord by di
séan on “Companies Act: critical reforms for private
sector development” organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) in its
afficein the capital.

‘Masnar Reaz, senbar fih ]

anly
“The government needs 10 improve the
RISC 2 it has 2 scape 16 be 4 regulator of
ate secon” he said, Most of the

i the official server of the RISC remains

Finance Corporation,

dherwer, said

the companies lnw so |hu it «mld aid the ease nf
doingbusiness.

*Bangladesh is ranked 177th in the ease of doing
busirsess index ot af 180 countries. So, we need 1o go
far d

Base, ¥
said the mmpuniu act was formulated in
930 and amended in 1994

“For the sake of greaer interet of the

Asb{ Ibgahim, a former DOCH president,
said the country has many Laws and regula-
tions. bus there was no peogsee implemen-
tatkon. “We need (o custonsise ouT compa:
nbes act acconding 1o.ous own interest.*

Arif Khan of [DLC Lad said currensly,
Bangladesh gets only $2 billion in FDI
which was very low compared to the
amount anracted by Singapore and
Vietnam as they have amended their Liws

weak and

/
FBCCI LEADERS MEET PRESIDENT TRAN DAI QUANG

Bangladesh, Vietnam hold
Business Forum today

Vigtnam President Tran Dai Quang lloeh'lng a bouguet from FBCCI President Md. Shafiul Istam (Mohiuddin), who along
with a FBCCI team made a courtesy call on the Vietnam President at a city hotel Monday a

will also attend the forum

Bangladesh Commerce
Minster Tofail Ahmed
M.E, Vietnam Minister for

Minister

Mustafa

for Posts,
Telecommunic
Information

Jabbar  and
b Livest

It may be mentioned
ions and  that, Bangladesh export-
chnology ed goods worth $66.44
million to Vietnam in

PManning and
Mguyen Chi Dung. and
Vietnam Vice Minister for

Developme;
[BIDA) Chairman Kazi M. lion.

t 2016-17 and imperted
Authority  things worth $412.20 mil
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Broader govt-pvt sector role
vital for achieving SDGs

FE Report

prsiden of e DCCL Asi i
e speakicrs also strrsned the

the need for

Broader collaboration between the gon
crmment and the privite sectory is vital for
achievisg the suswinable development

apmake them FDY-friendly.
O

st of the fuﬂtlu:m of registration pro-
cess ae paper-based. We need 10 go for

automation,” said Khan.
He ealled for coordination amoeg the
RISC, Bangladesh ls.mkr the n..mzdzs‘h
an n, the

businesses e feel that it
e s fusther amendrment.”

Mathonal Board of Nnmut Rangladesh

s (S5, said speakers at a discussion
on Thursdey,

They abuo underscored the need for big-
g% participation of the privale scctor in
power, bealth carc and oducation fields 10
achicve the tangets within such goals.

The varws came at a roendiable di
sion on “Porential Rols asd Challenges of

fa~|n communication between Diska and
Chittagong.
ng as the chief guest,

coontinstos (SDG. Affurs) of e e
Minister's Office Md Abul Kalem Azad
enderiined the need for cressing skillod man-
powes, buikling required infrastructe while
Encreasing exports for schiving SIS

He noted the private scctor contribated 4
ot in achieving the millesnium develop-
hent otk (MDG),

afternoon.

Vietnam are agriculiural
products, jute and leather
goods, frozen foods and
pharmaceutical products
etc. The import items
from Vietnam are mineral
products, textiles and tex

PFAPS |
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SIX DECADES DF BUSINESS

INTERNATIONAL

FIOWER

EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE 2018

Supported by In Association with

Z)USAID @ars

ey ey e

Flower is a widely used product around the world. Export of flowers and floral products has seen an
impressive growth around the world, contributing to the GDP. It is indeed a pleasure to know flower export
target was fixed at USD 13 Million in FY 2017-18 and already more than USD 8 Million has been earned from
July to December. According to the Bangladesh Flower Society, around 10,000 hectares of land is being
cultivated in this regard. Currently, more than 25,000 families are engaged in cultivating flowers and 200,000
people are directly and indirectly dependent on this sector. Bangladesh has a competitive advantage due to
its favorable climate and topography as well as low labor cost and relatively low capital investment which help
enable this sector to thrive.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), country's largest and most vibrant chamber, is going to
organize a three day long Flower Exhibition and Conference marking its 60" anniversary during 6™ to 8
December, 2018 at the Bangabandhu International Conference Center (BICC), Dhaka in association with
USAID AVC project. At least 80 companies from home and abroad are going to participate in this
international event.

The purpose of this event is to attract immediate to near term investment from businesses or investors in
order to develop the flower industry in Bangladesh and build connections among the actors in the wider Asian
regional market. It will work as a platform for participants to exchange the latest information on new varieties
and techniques.

Among the exhibitors at the event, this year will be growers, breeders, purchasers and technical suppliers from
Bangladesh, China, India, Thailand, Sri Lanka etc. It will also include domestic flower associations, floriculture
experts and floriculture supplies and technology companies.

DCCI hopes to attract investment and improve Bangladesh’s flower growing technology, quality, output and
varieties through this event. In order to further this goal, organizers have arranged a number of auxiliary
activities. These include a series of seminars at the venue on topics such as ‘Investment opportunities for
flower production in Bangladesh’, Business to Business Meetings and an introduction to Godkhali's famous
floral production clusters. There will be additional activities such as children’s art competition, cultural show, i
fashion show and interactive sessions on flower designs.
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Seminar Report on “Inland Waterways-Reshaping Connectivity and Creating
Economic Opportunities”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) organized a seminar titled 'Inland Waterways-
Reshaping Connectivity and Creating Economic Opportunities' on 20" February at Lakeshore Hotel in
Dhaka. Dr. Mashiur Rahman, Hon'ble Economic Affairs Adviser to the Prime Minister Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh Prime Minister's Office, GoB graced the seminar as the Chief Guest while
Mr. Noor-E-Alam Chowdhury, M.P. Chairman, Committee on Estimates Bangladesh Parliament and
Former Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of Shipping, was present as the special
guest. Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President of DCCI delivered the welcome address in the event. Keynote
Presentation by Mr. Yasser Rizvi, Convenor, DCCI| Standing Committee on National Infrastructure & Addl.
Managing Director, Summit Alliance Port Limited (SAPL).

Mr. Mohammad Sarwar Alam Chowdhury, Country Operations Manager, Maersk Bangladesh Ltd.,
Mr. Tarun Patwary, Managing Director, Kuehne+Nagel Ltd. (Bangladesh), Mr. Ahamedul Karim Chowdhury,
Terminal Manager, Pangaon Inland Container Terminal (PICT) and Ms. Shwapna Bhowmick, Country
Head, Marks & Spencer (Bangladesh & Myanmar) were present as the distinguished discussants.
Mr. Hossain Khaled, Former President, DCCI moderated the open discussion session. In addition,
renowned business leaders, investors, energy experts, thought leaders, researchers and academicians,
economists, geologists and High officials of the Government, diplomats of the different diplomatic
missions in Bangladesh, Board of Directors of DCCI, Past Presidents, Former SVPs and Former VPs of
DCCI attended the event.

Major Recommendations from the seminar

* Bangladesh economy requires approximately USD300b - 320b until 2030 in Infrastructure alone
increasing the Infrastructure investment to 5%- 6% from current 3% to GDP.

This one-side development/investment in the transport sector is a serious hindrance to transport
efficiency as the other modes (Rail and Water) are cheaper to build and thus cost less to use.

To avoid congestion on highways and in Chittagong port, the use of river for carrying containers
must be encouraged and supported. And Inland Container Terminals (ICT)s are a key building
block to this process, and we must see greater importance to this sector.

The economic zone remains linked with seaports and other port facilities for quick handling of
goods. Since, we will have many Special Economic Zones (SEZs) on stream soon, with a target
of exporting Usd40billion by 2030, establishing Inland Container Terminals (ICT)s and engaging
such ICTs will become a critical enabler for our import and export growth.

Shipping Ministry should allow Export and import through inland water ports.

Waterways and the Inland Terminals can play a vital role in boosting RMG Exports by providing
a secure, timely passage and help avoid Benapole Land Port which is not presently suited for
RMG / container handling.

Development of Common-user Inland Terminals; most bulk cargo are destined for own Importer's
own jetty / use of makeshift arrangements at the river banks.
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Govt. should subsidy (for container transportation) provided for developing new trade routes as
even under normal situation it is risky to have such a high dependency on a single Port; USD 250
subsidy per 20’ container is less that 1% of cargo value.

Formation of "National Maritime & Port Authority" to develop a 5-10 year long proper road map
in maritime and port sector.

Drafting of the river needs to be increased as the rivers of country is deteriorating and the
number of routes is dying due to non-operation of routes

Relevant infrastructural facilities need to be developed for the decentralization of Dhaka using
Inland Waterways.

Private river port needs to be treated as other public ports and therefore restrictive clauses on
private port need to be lifted.

Special budgetary allocation for dredging as in some places it can make the ports more
operative.

Government should give incentives to building inland Water port and special budgetary allocation
need to be allocated for expanding Berge size from 15 feet and 3000 M. Ton Capacity.

Impose 20% capital machinery import obligation for textile manufacturers through Pangaon
Port.
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Round Table Discussion on “Potential Roles and Challenges of Private Sector to
Achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)"

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) organized a Roundtable Discussion titled ‘Potential Roles
and Challenges of Private Sector in achieving SDGs' on 13th September at DCCI Auditorium, Motijheel,
Dhaka. Mr. Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Coordinator, SDG Affairs, Prime Minister's Office, Government
of the People's Republic of Bangladesh graced the Roundtable Discussion as the Chief Guest. Barrister
Nihad Kabir, President, Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI) and Mr. Mahbubul
Alam, President, The Chittagong Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CCCI) graced the event as Special
Guests. Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) delivered the
welcome address and Dr. Nazneen Ahmed, Senior Research Fellow, Bangladesh Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) presented the Key Note paper. Mr. Asif Ibrahim, Former President, DCCI moderated the
session. Mr. Riyadh Hossain, Vice President, DCCI delivered the Vote of Thanks to the distinguished
guests. In addition, renowned business leaders, Policy makers, Economists also joined the event.

Major Recommendations from the Round Table Discussion-

e Policy support programs such as “tax break” or incentives/subsidies are required to engage
private sector in SDG implementation.

All the related policy continuity, consistency and cohesiveness e.g. Industrial Policy, Agricultural,
Jute Policy, ICT, Tax policy and other Policies should have coordinated role to address SDG
agenda.

Regulatory reforms in all major policies related to the economy, trade, investment and tax must
be top priority to clear the bottlenecks.

Shared responsibility — and PARTNERSHIP between Public and Private SECTOR. There should be
more private representatives to serve in BIDA, BEZA, PPP Authority and other important
organizations related to investment, industry and infrastructure. Creation of NIDMAA — National
Infrastructure Development and Monitoring Advisory Authority where Infrastructure project will
be monitored under a special PPD platform.

Private sector Participation in Policy Design/Programs. In all mainstream policy level areas
private sector needs to be involved. There is a need for a structured dialogue between business
and government to identify, prioritize and resolve key constraints to private sector development.

The SME sector tends to have limited access to and influence in policymaking. Structured
dialogue initiatives should therefore make special provision to obtain input from SMEs via greater
importance and engagement of the SME sector.

A Private Sector Task Force can be established to put forward integrated shared ideas under PPD
Platform without confusing the Government.

Support Research and Innovation work across various sectors in the economy. Support
developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity to move towards
more sustainable patterns of consumption and production under GOAL 12.

Adequate policy support, policy due diligence, and policy reforms must be undertaken wherever
needed from trade to taxation.

Policy regime has changed from export focus to investment focus. Aligning with regime changes
long term tax policy is required.

Good policy environment, rule of law is critical for achieving SDGs.




Coordination between BBS and private sector is required to minimize the data gap regarding
SDG 12.

Industrial clustering and benchmarking is crucial for SDG implementation to match private sector
participation against government's roadmap.

SDGs need to be integrated with core business operations and growth strategy, value chain and
policy advocacy to government.

Private Universities and technical and vocational education need to be supported by Government
in terms of curriculum changes.

Dispute resolution needs to be quicker and process needs to be simplified for attracting FDI.

There has to be a level of certainty in our policy, there has to be clarity and everybody needs to be
on the same page.

We need to work to reshuffle the perception gap. The multinational companies in Bangladesh are
most profitable companies in Bangladesh though our position in Ease of Doing Business index is
176th .

10% of our population suffers from some form of disability. There must be policy support for the
development of this 10% population.

Institution building, partnership is critical for SDG achievement.

Realistic and long-term policy guidance for the real estate sector must be taken by government
to encourage investment and development in Bangladesh's real estate.

Improving the investment climate should ensure rigorous actions involving further business
deregulation, financial sector reforms, tax reforms, legal reforms, cost of doing business
condition improvement and better governance.

The government should also increase sub-regional connectivity which can facilitate 20%
additional cross-border trade growth by 2030.

Greater emphasis needs to be given in attaining local and sector focused marketable skills of
young workforce in support of industrial growth.

A framework is required to align the use of CSR with SDG goals and targets and also for
monitoring.

Government should encourage generation and use of renewable energy, embarking market
oriented measures for lowering prices of renewable energy technologies.

Government should recognize the other key forces of private sector like the role of labor, role of
farmers and role of consumers.

Private sector needs to hold dialogues to ensure proper monitoring and accountability in SDG
implementation.

Need to reduce structural impediments by providing access to credit and good governance
platform for private sector.

The issue of corruption in business process has to be brought into public sphere and need to talk
about.

Research on Technology for recycling and waste management is critical for SDG achievement.

Private sector needs to be involved in the transformation process in education and health sector.
Therefore, PPP projects need to be focused.
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To create employment we need more growth and diversity in export sector. Technology creates
inequality. This issue also needs policy attention.

To initiate regionally balanced development district wise char region needs to be identified for
establishing SEZs.

We need to focus in entrepreneurship and improve the process of informal sector’s business.
Prioritization of some goals among 17 SDGs and achieve the goals gradually.

Process of collecting money from NRBs need to be more simplified and proper banking facilities
need to be onboard.

Welfare fund of expatriates need to be well utilized.

Investment for preparedness to disaster needs to be planned. Disaster Management Impact
needs to be conducted with existing Environmental Impact Assessment while setting up
industries and mega projects.

Multimode transport system needs to be implemented with a special focus on railway and
waterway transportation.

Clearly identify private sector's role in implementing SDGs in Government Policies.

Seminar on “Halal Certification Standards and Challenges: Opportunities to
Bangladesh Market”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) in collaboration with United Arab Emirates (UAE) based
firm RACS Quality Certificates Issuing Service Ltd organized a seminar titled “Halal Certification Standards
and Challenges: Opportunities to Bangladesh Market” at DCCI Auditorium on August 9, 2018. Mr. Kazi M.
Aminul Islam, Hon'ble Executive Chairman, Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA) graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest and His Excellency, Mr. Saed Mohammed Saed, Hon'ble Ambassador of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to Bangladesh was present as Special Guest. Mr. Abul Kasem Khan,
President, DCCI delivered the welcome speech and Mr. Ossama Emam, Head of Sales & Marketing
Department, RACS, Dubai, UAE presented the Keynote paper. Mr. Riyad Hossain, Vice President, DCCI gave
vote of thanks. Mr. Imran Ahmed, Director, DCCI, Mr. S. M. Zillur Rahman, Director, DCCI, Mr. Wagar Ahmad
Chowdhury, Director, DCCI, Mr. Alauddin Malik, Director, DCCI were present among others.

Major Recommendations from the Seminar

The following recommendations emerged from the discussions for creating enabling environment to
grow Halal centric local and international business:

1. In order to develop Halal industry and improve the Halal business operations in Bangladesh, a
comprehensive long term “Road Map” needs to be framed with proper policy support, fiscal and
non-fiscal incentives.

Frame guidelines scoping Halal Business opportunities.
Declare Halal industry as priority sector with proper policy support and incentivize private sector
led R&D facilities to expand Halal centric business.

Multiple Halal standards are the biggest trade barrier. Develop a global standard international
authority in Bangladesh with regional support to certify Halal products to take on the global
market.

Like BSTI for testing the standards of the product, another institute such as BHSTI (Bangladesh
Halal Standards Testing Institute) can be constituted for authorization of products whether it is
Halal or Haram.




Establishment of SEZ for Halal products will accelerate to grow the Halal industry.

Develop training facilities, skilled manpower, trained inspectors, scientific analysts, quality testing
facility and awareness among the actors involve in supply chain process to flourish Halal centric
business in Bangladesh as well as boost-up export.

Islamic Foundation needs to be strengthened with necessary manpower and logistics facilities.
Islamic foundation and BSTI can jointly work and investigate the products for issuing Halal
certificate.

Refrain cattle farmers from using harmful and unhealthy medicine for fattening the cattle.

. Use UAE as the base for exporting to third countries from Bangladesh. Moreover, concentration
on Muslim common market with extensive focus on OIC countries to expand Halal centric trade
and investment.

. Engagement of the Government with dedicated Agency under a PPP platform to support and
encourage Halal business.

Seminar on Knowledge Dissemination on Local GAP

DCCI, supported by Agricultural Value Chains Project of USAID, organized a seminar on “Knowledge
Dissemination on Local/Bangladesh GAP" at DCCI auditorium on 28th June, 2018 to initiate a discussion
on opportunities and threats to adhering to international and local standards and grades. The workshop
covered the various key regimes including Bangladesh GAP, Local GAP, GlobalGAP, etc. Participants
included DCCI Board members, DCCl's standing committee members of Agro based trade & services,
Members from Agro Exporters Association, Representative of the Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE), Bangladesh, Representative from USAID's AVC project team, and media etc. The focus was on
opportunities and threats faced by entrepreneurs/exporters/growers attempting to become compliant
with local and international standards and how to produce safe food, why farmers should adopt GAP etc.
The workshop called for joint action to support and improve the adherence to local and international
standards as well as more awareness building campaign to make local farmers and agriculture based
entrepreneurs aware about Bangladesh GAP and Global GAP. The dialogue session included detailed
key-note presentation by Krishibid Kazi Md. Shaiful Islam, Additional Director (Input), Field Service Wing,
Department of Agricultural Extension, Khamar Bari, Farmgate, Dhaka 1215. Dr. Md. Abdur Rouf,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and Dr.
Md. Azahar Ali, Additional Director, Department of Agriculture (DAE), Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh graced the seminar as the Chief Guest and Special Guest respectively. While Mr. Imran
Ahmed, Director, DCCI chaired the seminar.

Major Recommendations from the Seminar

e Conducting dialogue sessions such as this at regional level would serve to be effective in raising
awareness on a wider scale about this matter.

Eliciting more participation from the entrepreneurs would make these discussions more
inclusive.

Presenting facts and information regarding Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) using layman’s
words and fewer technical terms would make knowledge dissemination more effective.

Advocating to the government for providing training on GAP around the country.
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Workshop on "Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM)-Supporting Commitments to the
Mitigation Targets”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) in collaboration with Department of Environment,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Institute for Global Environmental Strategies
(IGES) arranged a workshop titled "Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM)-Supporting Commitments to the
Mitigation Targets” on 06 March, 2018 at DCCI Auditorium, DCCI Building. Mr. Abdullah Al Mohsin
Chowdhury, Secretary, MoEF Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest while Dr. Sultan Ahmed, Director General, Department of Environment was present as
Special Guest and Dr. Nurul Quadir, Additional Secretary, MoEF & Co-chair, JCM Joint Committee was
present as the Guest of Honor. Mr. A.H.M. Rezaul Kabir, Secretary General, DCCI & Ex-Secretary, MoEF
was the Session Chair.

Recommendations:

e The diffusion of leading low carbon technologies through this Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM)
contributes to taking low carbon development pathways engaging developing country like
Bangladesh is indeed laudable. So, equipping Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) to
de-carbonize our economy is imperative.

It is well evident that Private Sector has a critical role in holding the rein of carbon emission if
necessary steps followed. Since Low Carbon Development (LCD) path has a significant
correlation with adopting advance technology, it requires economic investment from the Private
Sector. In this connection, the handy way to engage Private Sector in LCD path is to inform them
of the opportunity presented by climate compatible development and climate finance avenues
like the Green Climate Fund (GCF).

Timely support to the private banks and financial institutions will ease strategic access to and
use of climate finance resources by the Private Sector for implementation of carbon mitigation
activities.
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Private Sector can take a stance on carbon-control with following opportune areas:

Since 40% of Bangladesh’s emissions are of the powerful greenhouse gases and come from
agriculture, Private Sector-led agro-processing industries could spearhead scientific practices to
curtail carbon-emission by practicing flooded rice fields, modifying livestock diets, managing
manures and diversifying crops to develop and market climate resilient and less
carbon-induced seed production;

Private Sector-led alternative energy future can be realized through promoting solar home
system. There is a growing demand for this source of renewable energy which Private Sector can
expedite;

Materializing Government's Carbon-Tax proposal, can gain spontaneity if Private Sector is
involved. Moreover, the existing Tax Card could incorporate a separate parameter for
Carbon-Tax payment which will help track businesses with more or less carbon footprint;

According to section 14.7 of the Industrial Policy 2016, Government of Bangladesh encourages
the Private Sector to develop green industry. In this connection, Private Sector can negotiate with
Government regarding higher interest rate against bank loan impeding to set up green industry
which is highest 10-12% at present. It is worth notable that, a green factory uses 40% less
energy, 41% less water and emits 35% less carbon compared to a regular RMG factory;

Private Sector-led Pulp & Paper industry can increase recycling rates and, together with
manufacturers, develop solutions that lead to less wood fiber use from natural forest sources in
Bangladesh and further ensure low carbon emission;

Private Sector can expedite the outcome of Clean Development Projects going in Bangladesh
(e.g., UNDPs' GREEN Brick Project). It is worth mentionable that projects registered as Clean
Development Mechanism (CDM) under UNFCCC, are expected to cut emissions each year by
about 75,000 tCO2e per year. So, it is an opportune area JCM and Private Sector of Bangladesh
can further follow.

Recommendations from DCCI

A Private Sector led Green Investment Bureau to create Carbon Management stake among
businesses

A Carbon Credit Research Wing can be established involving Private Sector and Academia to
source and research the potential of Carbon trading, Carbon Taxation, de-carbonized product
portfolio etc. in the context of Bangladesh

Private Sector led Climate Finance Council can be established to foster the implication of Crop
Insurance, Micro-Crop Insurance, Disaster Micro-insurance, Micro-Flood Insurance, Green Bond,
Weather Index Based Crop Insurance (WIBCI) etc. in Bangladesh

Establish Private Sector led Eco-Design Programs and take-back systems that include proper
control and monitoring of e-waste

A Data Base on Green Initiative(s) taken by Private Sector could be created with the support of
JCM and concerned bodies.
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Roundtable Discussion on ‘Companies Act: Critical Reforms for Private Sector
Development’

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) organized a Round table discussion titled ‘Companies
Act: Critical Reforms for Private Sector Development’ on May 24, 2018 on Thursday at 1.30 pm at DCCI
Auditorium.

Mr. M. A. Mannan, MP, Hon'ble State Minister, Ministry of Finance and Planning, Government of the
People’'s Republic of Bangladesh graced the Round table discussion as the Chief Guest while Mr.
Shubhashish Bose, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh was present as the Special Guest.

Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President of DCCI delivered the welcome address and moderated the open
discussion session in the event. Mr. Nuher L. Khan, Director, DCCI & Coordinating Director of Export
Import Policy, Trade Development & Diversification-(WTO, FTA etc.) & Companies Act Standing
Committee-2018, DCCI presented the Key Note Paper.

Reform Recommendations from DCCI:

1. Section 2(87): Whether a company is a subsidiary or not, must be determined by reference to the
shareholding interest containing voting power only.

Section 2(51): Since the concept of “Interested Directors” is relevant for listed companies,
references should be directed through the Securities and Exchange Commission Ordinance.

Section 2(69): There is a reference to Companies Act 1913 in the definition of “previous company
legislation”. We are aware that Companies Act 1913 had been repealed by the Companies Act
1994 and no longer serves any purpose. Therefore, deletion of reference of Companies Act 1913
should be initiated.

Section 3: The Companies Bill contemplates “unlimited company”. In the Companies Bill, the
Parliament is contemplating retaining the “limited liability concept”. In this connection, the
necessity of having unlimited company should be reviewed.

Section 6(4) (ga)(a): The mandatory provision of TIN and NID submission against subscribers is
creating challenges to multinational companies since there are foreign entities and/or persons do
not have National ID Numbers and/or TIN numbers. With regard to foreign investors, alternate
form of ID be required for incorporation purpose; Passport for individuals and Certificate of
Incorporation for Single Entity Companies.

Section 6(4)(cha): It is evident that for incorporation purpose, 2 separate declarations will be
required to be submitted to the RJSC- one by a proposed director and one by a lawyer or a
chartered accountant. For many small companies, it is not feasible to appoint a lawyer or
Chartered Accountant at the time of incorporation. Hence, the requirement of declaration by the
lawyer or Chartered Accountant can be removed.

Section 8(3)(ga): Under the Companies Bill, the Certificate of Incorporation (“COI") will contain
amongst others information as to whether the company is limited. There is no mention of what
the COI will contain in the event a company is “unlimited”. In this connection, relevant provision
can be arranged accordingly.

Section 5: There is a requirement that at the time of incorporation, the promoter would need to
set out the name of the person who would be the shareholder of the Company in the event of the
promoter’s death and upon death, the nominee will be the shareholder of the company. There is
no need for this specific provision and hence may be deleted as it conflicts with the Laws of
Succession and it should prevail in such matters.
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Section 5: The Bill contemplates that the single shareholder would be a natural person. This
means that a single shareholding cannot have a holding company. Moreover, confining the
benefit only to individual does not make any commercial sense, particularly when there are
jurisdictions which permit a holding company to have a single shareholding company as a
subsidiary company. To fix this, a “Juristic Person” (A Company, Limited, Public, Listed/Unlisted)
besides “A Natural Person” should be allowed.

. Section 10: This Section makes concealment of important information a penal offence. However,

what constitutes “important information/guruttopurnotottho” is not defined. The term “important
information/guruttopurnotottho” term should have definition. Otherwise, the regulator would be
in a position to “abuse the discretion” and more importantly, a penal provision would become
“unguided”.

. Section 25: Section 25 of the Companies Bill is not entirely clear. It would be advisable to list out

the provisions which would be applicable under Section 25 to ease the reading and understanding
of the applicability of certain provisions.

. Section 27(2)(kha)(aa): A 3rd party dealing with a company who is aware that a director of the

company is working beyond his capacity given under the Memorandum and Articles of
Association cannot be considered to have acted with ill motive. This seems to be a very lenient
approach and such approach cannot be in the best interest of the company. This should be
deleted.

. Section 35(kha): Companies Bill prohibits name for companies: (1) names that may lead to

occurring an offence and (2) offensive names. Given this confusion, the term “may lead to
occurring of offence” should be clarified.

. Section 46(3): The order of the Registrar (so far it relates to change of name) would be stayed as
soon as appeal is filed. It is clarify that no law that contemplates automatic order of stay as soon
as appeal is filed. Moreover, this provision relating to automatic stay would create confusion on
the status of the entity having the name. Hence, provision for “automatic stay” can be removed
from the Companies Bill.

. Section 79: Annual Returns All Audited Statements should be concluded before AGM. It is

directed that Small companies (Section 2(85)) which include private companies with a certain
amount of paid up capital and turnover are not required to have company secretaries sign and
attest the return. Other private companies which are not small companies are required to do so.
To remove this discriminatory approach, Small Companies should be defined as any company
with an Annual Turnover of less than 2 Crores. In these cases, these companies should be exempt
from stringent procedural matters.

. Section 91(3): This provision contemplates that in the event a person is convicted, he can prefer

appeal and if the appeal is preferred within a certain time; he will not be disqualified to hold the
post of director. However, the provision seems to imply that mere filing of the appeal would
suffice and there seems to be no need to have the order of conviction stayed. Suggestion is: the
person should have a right of appeal and, also the convicted person to be qualified to hold the
office of director the conviction must be “stayed” by a court Superior than the court passing the
order of conviction.

. Section 94: There should be a provision which would empower the Company to take steps to

return the guarantees and securities after resignation and the banks and financial institutions
should also be under similar obligation.




. Section 95: Similar to the issues raised in Section 94. The suggestion should equally apply for the
director who was forced to be removed same as for Section 94.

. Section 106(2): This provision restricts the Company's ability to advance credit even to its
subsidiaries, employees etc. There should not be such restriction since it is a common practice a
Parent/Holding Company advances credit to its “Sister/Subsidiary” concerns under done under
the mechanism of ‘Inter-Company Borrowing/lending.

. Section 106(5): Requiring every director to agree to the investment decision is too harsh, may
prove to be counterproductive in modern corporate world. So, this provision should be amended
to remove the word “unanimous” with majority.

. Section 113: Board of Directors is not applicable in single person company.

. Sections 116(3) and (4):This provision deals with ratification of the acts of directors for
negligence, breach of trust, failure etc. While It is common/possible for a director to commit an
error of judgment that may result in loss, justifying the need of ratification of the act or omission,
the rational for ratification for the reasons set out in the provision is not clear. So, the scope of
ratification can be reduced to cover only error of judgments.

. Section 117: Any Agendas under the heading of “others” or “miscellaneous” should not be
permissible. Because, serious issues lying under the heading of “other issues” are prone to have
less significance to be addressed by the relevant director.

. Sections 122-123: The provisions of Shadow Director should be removed as it undermines the
provision of having a board of directors.

. Section 124: The Bill contemplates that a private limited company does not need to have any
company secretary. In that case, the law should clearly clarify who should be convening the Board
Meetings and how should the person be carrying out this functions. For private Limited
Companies this should be the Managing Director (MD).

. Section 136: Directors of the board should be permitted to participate in the Board Meetings
though electronic means.

. Banking practice of requiring personal guarantees from directors: The requirement of
personal guarantee of a director by the banks amounts to making the liability of a director
unlimited towards the debts of a company, which is absolutely prohibited by the provisions of
Companies Act. When shareholders/directors of a company issues a Personal Guarantee it
entirely defeats the spirit of a Limited Liability Company as the liability becomes “unlimited”
whereas the spirit of a limit liability company as governed by the Companies Act is to limit
liabilities for shareholders/directors and this practice can be cancelled putting a provision in the
Company Act.

. Clearing High Court’s Pending cases Backlog: Disposal of business matters by the court should
be in tune with the speed with which business is being transacted in recent time. In view of the
pendency of company law cases in the Company Bench of the High Court, we recommend Two
or more Company Benches in the High Court, Establishment of a Registrar of the Company Bench
to perform all administrative work of the Company Bench, Establishment of a Secretariat of the
Company Bench to extend Secretarial support in Company Bench and Disposal of cases by the
court in prescribed time within 120 days from the date of presentation of the case can be followed
and in case of delay Fine can be imposed on party causing delay.
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. Section 284: Merger and Amalgamation of Companies: The foreign company and local company

merger need to be subject to check of the company profile, credit report check as act stated that
foreign company does not have any business in Bangladesh can merge/make acquisition local
companies. And, this section needs to be repealed or discouraged as it may exposé our local
businesses to extreme risk.

. Section 291-296: Minority Protection: Under the Minority Protection provisions in the Bill,

sections 291(2) and 293(1)(kha) allows for intrusive Governmental control into the affairs of both
public and private companies and susceptible to abuse. Section 295 of Minority protection opens
up the risk of frivolous litigation which would be very disruptive for all companies and abusive
practice affecting the smooth business operation and this provision of Minority protection for the
interest of Businesses needs to be deleted.

. Section 388 Use of Technology (enabling provisions): The Companies Bill contains a number of
enabling provisions for the use of technology, for example, provision on sending documents
relating to written resolutions by electronic means, filing application, documents, etc. To use the
technology for the betterment of the company stakeholders, we recommend introducing enabling
provisions- the Directors to attend, participate and vote in Board/Committee/General Meetings
through video conferencing and/or any other audio visual means as the shareholders' right.

. Section 455 Voluntary Winding up of the Company: The voluntary winding of the company

process requires engagement of court. And, Winding up currently requires a lengthy procedure
involving at least 6-8 months' time and a substantial amount of money. And, the process of this
winding up needs to be easy and simple and be limited to RJSC.

Other Recommendations from the Round Table Discussion:

1.

To enforce government regulations to support public interest and emphasized the simplification
of company law to help improvement in ease of doing business index.

The current (companies) act does not support new type of financing mechanism, like- private
equity and employer stock scheme. Bangladesh now needs to move towards stronger corporate
governance and management. An appropriate Companies Act can provide such a platform.

The most critical rationale for modernizing the companies act is to encourage formalization of
informal businesses and referred case in Mexico around 15% informal businesses came under
formal business network and 17% new start up business growth in Portugal.

Companies Act reform can provide reorganization of companies to combat insolvency as well as
empower management and corporate governance.

New type of businesses like - single member company, is being formed globally that has
prompted many developed countries to move towards such change.

Companies are overburdened with multiple audits like statutory, commmercial and tax. Reforms of
the companies act would not bring much result without reforms to the taxation issues as
businesses faced harassment while paying income tax, value-added tax and duties.

In the Act, there is a provision of secretarial audit which is creating an additional burden for the
businesses.

Keeping a provision of National Financial Reporting Authority as several monitoring bodies may
create operational redundancy in the company.




There should be flexibility in the new Companies Act regarding highest ceiling of the number of
Directors in Board of Directors.

. The office of the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies (RJSC) has drastically reduced the time
needed to register new companies; it still takes more than a week compared to only two days in
some other countries. The government needs to improve the RJSC as it has further scope to
strengthen its role to monitor the compliance issues of registered companies.

. The new law should be formulated based on the country's need instead of following the version
of company law of other countries.

. Synchronization of the multiple regulatory bodies, like - RUSC, NBR, BB and BSEC to reduce the
cost of doing business.

. The registration process of the companies needs to be fully automated. The new law should
focus on simplification of the merger and acquisition process.

. Need clarification of merger and acquisition issues in the proposed companies act as the country
might experience a momentum of merger and acquisition issues in coming days.

. Arobust company law regime is needed to strengthen business confidence.

. The new Companies Act should incorporate provisions and guidelines to practice Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR).

. The need of independent audit whether it really benefits the business community or adds burden
on them.

. A corresponding foreign exchange guideline has to be incorporated in the new act.

. The power of Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) to investigate into the affairs of a company and
their dependence on the Government to institute those investigations is of grave concern, being
susceptible to potential abuse.

. Due to only one bench in the HC dealing with the company matters, colossal backlog of cases in the
High Court (HC) division causes serious concern for doing business in the country. The problem can
be solved by increasing the number of benches or forming special tribunals like India.

. In the case of merger and acquisition, there is not enough legislative ground to deal with these
matters. She further stressed on a benchmark against which merger should be adjudicated or
sanctioned.

. Disposal of company disputes in the HC has to be expedited. In this connection, a responsibility
sharing mechanism will help speed-up procedural delays.

. The country has many laws and regulations, but there was no proper implementation. In this
regard, we need to customise our companies act in the context of Bangladesh.

. The act should be finalised and implemented within the current fiscal year.

. Expressed dissatisfaction over the delay in completion of the reform process referring a similar
event was held in eight years back.

. Our corporate governance is weak and most of the functions of registration process are
paper-based. To fix this, we need to go for automation.
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. For better functioning, coordination among RJSC, Bangladesh Bank, SEC, NBR, BIDA, City
Corporations and other concerned regulators is a must.

. Director shouldn't be freed from giving personal guarantee since we already are overburdened
with high NPL.
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. A bankruptcy Act is essential which will help trouble-shoot impediments relating to insolvency.

. Liability of the directors should be well-defined and rational to uproot the malpractice of equal penal
provision for all directors.

. The matter of foreign companies allowed in local trading has to be looked into.
. Power of Chairman in both public and private entity should be clearly defined.
. Language should be made reader-friendly in the new act.

. Involvement of Private sector stakeholder in the meetings of Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of
Law while any changes in acts planned and determined to be enforced. Attendance from the
Private sector could create awareness as well as stake.

35. Merger and Acquisition guideline is needed for fixing conversion and valuation rate.

36. Definition of Company Secretary and their appointment procedure should be well-defined.

37. The new Companies Act should have clarified provisions on “share by back”.

Roundtable Discussion on ADR in Managing the Risk of Non Performing Bank Loans

Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC) and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
jointly organized a Roundtable Discussion themed “ADR in Managing the Risk of Non Performing Bank
Loans” at DCCI Auditorium, Dhaka on 21 July 2018. Mr. Mohammad Shahidul Haque, Senior Secretary,
Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Ministry of Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs
attended as Chief Guest and Mr. Ahsan-uz Zaman, Managing Director & CEO of the Midland Bank Limited
and Professor Imran Rahman, Special Advisor to the Board of Trustees, ULAB were present as Special
Guests. Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Chairman, BIAC moderated the programme. The Keynote paper was
presented by Barrister Shafayat Ullah, EVP & Head of Legal, The City Bank Limited.

Recommendations:

e Large defaulters are rarely penalised, instead loans are being restructured. To overcome the
problems he emphasized introduction of ADR as an alternative route that can be used in
managing default loans.

11% of the total loans are bad loans in Bangladesh at present. All organizations should
incorporate Mediation-Arbitration Clause in the commercial contracts with the provision of both
Mediation and Arbitration under an institutional framework with rules to administer these
processes like BIAC.

Artha Rin Adalat Ain 2003 should be amended and include the provision of arbitration within the
ambit of the definition of ‘Adalat’. And, legislation amendments should incorporate arbitration
clauses into the sanction advice in order to help financial institutions implement these clauses
and bring down number of pending cases.




We need to concentrate on the implementation part of our legislation and equality and equal
opportunity in the eye of law must be ensured.

If policy reform is needed to reduce NPL, Financial Institutions Division, should come up with a
few proposals of how to address the NPL issues. In this case, Bangladesh Bank, Office of the
Chief Justice, Ministry of Law, Bankers' Association and Ministry of Finance should work
collectively to address the NPL issues.
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Improving corporate governance of banks and under proper due diligence process, adopting zero
tolerance policy on loan recovery, bringing loan defaulters and their collaborators under law and
introducing alternative recovery options should be necessitated.

NPL is linked with liquidity of banks. There must be a way out before going to the court for
realization of the bad loans so there should be arbitration clause in the contract.

ADR can be a start to resolving this problem because assuming the entire defaulter population as
willful is inappropriate. Proper research on the volume can make a huge difference.

To reduce NPL using ADR reforms in the legislation is required along with reforms in the financial
recovery system, policies and provisions. Banks should include ADR clause in their contracts and
the process of the implementation must be streamlined.

The Chief Executive Officers of banks must believe and be involved in the process for the intended
change to start.

Bank representatives in the mediation should have the authority to negotiate and settle. They only
act as “post box" to relay the proceedings to higher management of the bank later.

Courts should take into cognizance pre litigation mediation and arbitration because even after
mediation and arbitration have been unsuccessful litigation is always available as last resort.
Under such circumstances the dispute can go to trial immediately.

ADR is included in many of our legislations; however, the law must be amended to provide for
pre-litigation ADR in order to serve the intended purpose.

For ADR to be successful there should be a balance of power between the parties involved.
Penalty provisions for stalling dispute resolution through ADR can effectively expand adherence
to ADR methods.

Stakeholder Workshop on ‘Bangladesh Logistics Study Key Issues, Prospects and
Priorities’

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) and International Finance Corporation (IFC) jointly
organized stakeholder workshop titled ‘Bangladesh Logistics Study Key Issues, Prospects and
Priorities’ on May 13,2018 at the Balcony Hall, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka on the key findings
of Bangladesh Logistics (Warehousing & Storage) study undertaken by the World Bank Group.

Mr. Md. Abdus Samad, Secretary, Ministry of Shipping, Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh graced the seminar as the Chief Guest while Ms. Wendy Jo Werner, Country Manager for
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal, International Finance Corporation (IFC) was present as the Special
Guest.
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Mid-term Recommendations

Need to overhaul the Warehouse Ordinance Act 1959.

Allow storage public goods in 3rd party warehousing. Adequate policy support to increase
investment as 3rd party logistic provider as well as private investment in warehousing and
logistic.

Physical verification of goods create problem for faster clearance. Likewise Singapore, scanner
machines need to be installed in every gate of Chittagong port needs for faster clearance.

Priority for reform for development of warehouse include revision of land zoning, exclusive policy
for logistics & warehousing, policy for setting up logistics parks, regulation to allow common
bonded warehousing and allocation of areas exclusively for warehousing within industrial parks,
EPZ and EZ.

Industry/goods category wise warehousing facilities in EZ which are in the development stage.

Due to land limitation, focus needs to be given of vertical logistic warehousing learning from the
model of Hong Kong.

Common sharing warehouse can be developed in upcoming EZ underpinned by cooling and
non-cooling facilities. In this case Sri Lanka can be a learning case for Bangladesh.

For developing warehouse sector in Bangladesh country specific experience from China and India
can be investigated.

Develop warehouse in river side.
Better connectivity between SEZ and Ports.

Compliance is not maintained in Government warehousing such as Chittagong Port and Airports.
Ensure same compliance for Government warehousing and private warehousing.

Serious land shortage spilling crippling impact on warehousing development. Emphasized on
productive uses of land.

Warehousing facilities in Airports and Sea port needs to be modernized.

Long-term Recommendations

Constitute Ministry of Logistics for considering the importance and potential of this logistic and
warehousing.

For better transport connectivity, government may focus on inland waterways.

Bangladesh can promote the warehousing concept to India. India may storage goods in
Bangladesh rather than using this country as transit point.

Seminar on "Trade War and its Implications for Bangladesh”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) and Bangladesh Foreign Trade institute (BFTI) jointly
organized a seminar titled "Trade War and its Implications for Bangladesh" at DCCI auditorium on 17
November, 2018.

Senior Secretary, Ministry of Commerce Shubhashish Bose was present as chief guest while Vice Chair-
man of EPB Bijoy Bhattacharjee was present as special guest. CEO of BFTI Ali Ahmed presented the
keynote paper.




Summary of recommendations emerged from the seminar is as follows:

Short-term Recommendations

To stop energy-use pilferage, we need to focus on skill development of workers in industries.
Diversification away from natural gas to renewable energy, coal, and nuclear solutions is critical.

Checking illegal connections, cost-based pricing and modern metering system are imperative to
ensure optimum use of natural gas in the country.

LNG contracts signed so far should be made public in order to help set a reasonable price by
adjusting imported fuel oil prices.

Taking into consideration various indices when negotiating liquefied natural gas (LNG) contracts
with foreign countries.

LNG pricing must follow a benchmarking with the oil price.

We need to assess whether the captive power cost comparable to grid power.
Trade bodies should be vigilant and directive in LNG tariff structure.

Accurate figure of system loss should be revealed regularly.

The principle “first come first save” regarding distribution line is discriminatory. This challenges
industries at the lower-end of the pipeline. This should be reviewed.

Stop national grid leakage which hampers energy-intensive industries like knitwear.

Restructuring of the Titas office for easing the process of obtaining gas connections for industrial
units and carrying on the growth momentum.

Provided the low gas pressure seen in the households in recent times, Government must take
initiative to control the price of LPG cylinder since households are taking resort to LPG cylinder as
an alternative.

Mid-term Recommendations

We need the right investment in the right energy mix to realize optimum economic advantages.

We need to do continuous impact analysis on the LNG pricing to address the issue of our compet-
itiveness and comparative advantages given the situation versus countries like Vietnam, Myan-
mar, Cambodia and others.

A right energy mix is desired so that energy security is based mainly on local energy sources.
Imported fuel market is always subject to volatility, and therefore, we should not make ourselves
over dependent on imported sources as our main source for energy security for which:

Seismic survey for both on-shore and off-shore should continue and be expedited.

Capacity building of BAPEX under top priority, to conduct own exploration with frequency of
exploration should be increase to global standards.

Extensive exploration for new gas field both on-shore and off-shore

We support the plan to increase coal dependency to 50% as per 7" Five Year Plan but we want this
should be based on maximizing local coal usage under a long-term plan.

Gas prices should be hiked reasonably. A 10 percent hike in energy price will lead to a 1 percent
drop in the export value of goods from Bangladesh as the cost of production also goes up.
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Adding “Depletion Premium” while fixing price to be exercised by the regulators.
LPG Licensing regulation should be reviewed with public consultation.

Cross-border energy sharing is a good option to offset energy crisis. However, quality, pricing, land
and peripheral environmental issues should be carefully assessed while sourcing energy security
across the border.

There should be strategy while selling gas to industries according to calorific value. Because,
unanimous distribution of energy based on calorific value incur gas wastage. It should be
regulated.

Bangladesh should take into cognizance whether the country will face any balance of payment
pressure for LNG imports.

Instead of supplying gas to households and vehicles, the government should prioritise the
industrial sector.

Government should plan to revitalize its policy to spearhead LPG and to establish zonal LPG
storage point.

The legacy of CNG in transportation system should be replaced with LPG. Cars alone can be fed
only through CNG. Rather LPG could be a good alternative.

We should invite foreign corporations to commission both on-shore and off-shore exploration
which, in turn, will ease the technical gap of BAPEX. Moreover, a series of FDI flow will add to our
economy.

We should invite foreign corporations to commission both on-shore and off-shore exploration
which, in turn, will ease the technical gap of BAPEX. Moreover, a series of FDI flow will add to our
economy.

EVM meter should be made permissible to most of the factories apart from textiles. Installing
EVM meter will correct the calorific gas value and will help owners to have transparent billing.
Moreover, it will curtail at least 60% of billing cost.

Long-term Recommendations

Given the “economic loss” versus “economic gains, the right decision in terms of economic benefit
to the nation must be set as the top most importance rather than to have short-term revenue
balancing.

LNG will help sustain industry led economic growth for short term, but for mid-term and long-term
energy need, we must set strategies.

Industrialists will have to augment energy efficiency at their factories. There is of course gas
pilferage, which needs to be reduced. The use of EVC meters has to be ensured. Only then they
will feel comfortable even after an LNG price hike.

SAARC Solar Grid should be initiated faster to meet the energy demand.

Exploration of domestic natural gas and also resorting to renewable energy and nuclear solutions.
Government should plan in the areas:

To transform reserve in to resource

To transform resource in to possibility

To transform the possibility to probability

To transform the probability to proven form




We must have “Depletion Policy” to safeguard our energy security momentum.

Long-term energy pricing forecast need to be placed which will help businesses to forecast their
growth.

Reassess the feasibility of establishing land-based terminals in Bangladesh. Government must
assess and disclose the cost associated with channel dredging and maintenances cost needed
to facilitate the ships to arrive.

Price adjust mechanism should entail a gradual price increasing structure based in fiscal years.

A “National Power Usage Efficiency Matrix" should be prepared and government should create a
certain body to commission energy audit on industries to unveil factory level energy efficiency
transparently.

Government must explore undiscovered gas resources at the same time drill the newly explored
blocks before opting for expensive LNG as a long-term solution for gas crisis.

Policy consistency in the area of energy security is a must. Because it is already evident that due
to erratic policy by the regulators our foreign investors feel compelled to leave this country.

Roundtable Discussion on ‘LNG Tariff: Implication on Trade and Industries’

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI organized the Roundtable Discussion titled “LNG Tariff:
Implication on Trade and Industries” on November 24, 2018 at DCCI Auditorium, Dhaka to engage
stakeholders who are the first responders of Bangladesh's LNG era and fetch their valuable insights on the
LNG tariff and current energy ecosystem of Bangladesh.

Mr. Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Coordinator (SDG affairs), Prime Minister's Office, was present as the
Chief Guest and Mr. Rahman Murshed, Member, Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission (BERC), as
the Guest of Honor.

Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President, DCCI delivered the welcome address and moderated the open
discussion session and Dr. Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan, Former Secretary, Power Division presented
the Keynote Paper.

Summary of recommendations emerged from the seminar is as follows:

Short-term Recommendations
e To stop energy-use pilferage, we need to focus on skill development of workers in industries.
e Diversification away from natural gas to renewable energy, coal, and nuclear solutions is critical.

e Checking illegal connections, cost-based pricing and modern metering system are imperative to
ensure optimum use of natural gas in the country.

LNG contracts signed so far should be made public in order to help set a reasonable price by
adjusting imported fuel oil prices.

Taking into consideration various indices when negotiating liquefied natural gas (LNG) contracts
with foreign countries.

LNG pricing must follow a benchmarking with the oil price.
We need to assess whether the captive power cost comparable to grid power.
Trade bodies should be vigilant and directive in LNG tariff structure.

Accurate figure of system loss should be revealed regularly.
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The principle “first come first save” regarding distribution line is discriminatory. This challenges
industries at the lower-end of the pipeline. This should be reviewed.

Stop national grid leakage which hampers energy-intensive industries like knitwear.

Restructuring of the Titas office for easing the process of obtaining gas connections for industrial
units and carrying on the growth momentum.

Provided the low gas pressure seen in the households in recent times, Government must take
initiative to control the price of LPG cylinder since households are taking resort to LPG cylinder as
an alternative.

Mid-term Recommendations

We need the right investment in the right energy mix to realize optimum economic advantages.

We need to do continuous impact analysis on the LNG pricing to address the issue of our
competitiveness and comparative advantages given the situation versus countries like Vietnam,
Myanmar, Cambodia and others.

A right energy mix is desired so that energy security is based mainly on local energy sources.
Imported fuel market is always subject to volatility, and therefore, we should not make ourselves
over dependent on imported sources as our main source for energy security for which:

Seismic survey for both on-shore and off-shore should continue and be expedited.

Capacity building of BAPEX under top priority, to conduct own exploration with frequency of
exploration should be increase to global standards.

Extensive exploration for new gas field both on-shore and off-shore

We support the plan to increase coal dependency to 50% as per 7" Five Year Plan but we want this
should be based on maximizing local coal usage under a long-term plan.

Gas prices should be hiked reasonably. A 10 % hike in energy price will lead to a 1T % drop in the
export value of goods from Bangladesh as the cost of production also goes up.

Adding “Depletion Premium” while fixing price to be exercised by the regulators.
LPG Licensing regulation should be reviewed with public consultation.

Cross-border energy sharing is a good option to offset energy crisis. However, quality, pricing, land
and peripheral environmental issues should be carefully assessed while sourcing energy security
across the border.

There should be strategy while selling gas to industries according to calorific value. Because,
unanimous distribution of energy based on calorific value incur gas wastage. It should be
regulated.

Bangladesh should take into cognizance whether the country will face any balance of payment
pressure for LNG imports.

Instead of supplying gas to households and vehicles, the government should prioritise the
industrial sector.

Government should plan to revitalize its policy to spearhead LPG and to establish zonal LPG
storage point.

The legacy of CNG in transportation system should be replaced with LPG. Cars alone can be fed
only through CNG. Rather LPG could be a good alternative.




We should invite foreign corporations to commission both on-shore and off-shore exploration
which, in turn, will ease the technical gap of BAPEX. Moreover, a series of FDI flow will add to our
economy.

We should invite foreign corporations to commission both on-shore and off-shore exploration
which, in turn, will ease the technical gap of BAPEX. Moreover, a series of FDI flow will add to our
economy.

EVM meter should be made permissible to most of the factories apart from textiles. Installing

EVM meter will correct the calorific gas value and will help owners to have transparent billing.
Moreover, it will curtail at least 60% of billing cost.

Long-term Recommendations

Given the “economic loss” versus “economic gains, the right decision in terms of economic benefit
to the nation must be set as the top most importance rather than to have short-term revenue
balancing.

LNG will help sustain industry led economic growth for short term, but for mid-term and long-term
energy need, we must set strategies.

Industrialists will have to augment energy efficiency at their factories. There is of course gas
pilferage, which needs to be reduced. The use of EVC meters has to be ensured. Only then they
will feel comfortable even after an LNG price hike.

SAARC Solar Grid should be initiated faster to meet the energy demand.

Exploration of domestic natural gas and also resorting to renewable energy and nuclear solutions.
Government should plan in the areas:

To transform reserve in to resource

To transform resource in to possibility

To transform the possibility to probability

To transform the probability to proven form

We must have “Depletion Policy” to safeguard our energy security momentum.

Long-term energy pricing forecast need to be placed which will help businesses to forecast their
growth.

Reassess the feasibility of establishing land-based terminals in Bangladesh. Government must
assess and disclose the cost associated with channel dredging and maintenances cost needed
to facilitate the ships to arrive.

Price adjust mechanism should entail a gradual price increasing structure based in fiscal years.

A “National Power Usage Efficiency Matrix" should be prepared and government should create a
certain body to commission energy audit on industries to unveil factory level energy efficiency
transparently.

Government must explore undiscovered gas resources at the same time drill the newly explored
blocks before opting for expensive LNG as a long-term solution for gas crisis.

Policy consistency in the area of energy security is a must. Because it is already evident that due
to erratic policy by the regulators our foreign investors feel compelled to leave this country.
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Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President of DCCI delivered the welcome address and moderated the open
discussion session in the event. Mr. Sugata Sarkar, Director, Market Research and Advisory, Knight Frank
presented the Key Note Paper.

Short-term Recommendations
e Declare warehousing as thrust sector in order to get the priority attention of the Government.

e In order to promote and popularize the warehousing concept supported by modern facilities,
end-users dialogue with in the Government and private sector needs to be arranged and roles of
respective parties need to be identified.

Tax incentives to facilitate to thrive warehousing & logistics as new industry.

NIDMAA-a Public Private Dialogue proposed by DCCI, can be a platform to bring this kind of
discussion to the forefront of policy makers.

Stressed on learning and bring example of MNC to developed modern warehousing.
Gap between polices and implementation needs t be minimized.

More interaction with NBR for restoring the confidence on central warehousing facility.
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Key Recommendations of
International Business Conference “Destination Bangladesh”
Organized by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) organized an International Business Conference titled
‘Destination Bangladesh' on 28" October, 2018 at Bangabandhu International Conference Center (BICC) to
celebrate its 60" anniversary. The Honorable Prime Minister, Government of People’s Republic of
Bangladesh Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina, MP inaugurated the Conference. Mr. Tofail Ahmed, MP,
Honorable Commerce Minister, Mr. M. A. Mannan, MP, Honorable State Minister of Finance & Planning, GoB
and Mr. Md Shafiul Islam (Mohiuddin), President, FBCCI were present as Special Guests at the inaugural
ceremony while Mr. Abul Kasem Khan, President, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
delivered the welcome speech as the chair of the session.

In addition to the inaugural ceremony, the day-long International Business Conference ‘Destination
Bangladesh’ was comprised of one plenary session- Gateway to Growth and Investment and six thematic
sessions- (1) SDG Bangladesh (2) Infrastructure Bangladesh— Private Sector Engagement (3) Infrastructure
Bangladesh— Financing the Future (4) Sustainable Jute Pulp Paper and Jute Sector Development (5)
Investment Bangladesh— FDI Opportunities and (6) Innovation & Digital Bangladesh. The sessions highlighted
the opportunities and challenges given the country's current momentum of growth and prosperity.

Around 50 Experts, Government High Officials and Businessmen from home and abroad were present as
Keynote Presenters and Panel Speakers at the plenary session and thematic sessions of this conference.
About 900 participants comprising Hon'ble Ministers, Members of Parliament, Eminent Business leaders,
Researchers, Academicians, Economists, Foreign dignitaries, Policy makers, Private Sector representatives,
Industrialists and Senior Government officials from home and abroad joined the day-long conference.

Key Recommendations:

1. As development of skilled human resources is of paramount importance, fiscal and other policies
should be realigned to enable better training and development of people. This is required to face the
challenges of industrial diversification, artificial intelligence, expansion of ICT sector and so forth.
Starting from our primary to higher education system needs to be redefined with intense practical
application of ICT and other Science based education curriculum encouraging creativity and
innovation. Furthermore, Training of teachers will also be a critical element in developing such new
education system for the nation.

Policy support programs such as tax break, incentives and subsidies are required to engage private
sector in research including training, innovation and skill development therefore, minimum 1% of gross
revenue for each company to be used for research, innovation and skill development which will be
treated as TAX deductible expenses.

Companies to be encouraged for investing in Research Institutes which should also be allowed as
tax deductible. In addition, individual tax payers spending on training, skill development, including
purchase of IT/ICT products amounting to Tk.500,000 (taka five lacs) per year can be considered
as "tax deductible” so that individual families are encouraged to spend money on ICT including skill
development. Building incentive at family levels will be critical in attracting skills development at
early stage.

Building collaboration between researchers, academia, industry is critical. DCCl is in the process of
creating Research and Innovation Bangladesh (RNi Bangladesh). This will be the first of its kind where
industry and academia will meet to bring industry centric research. Such initiatives will need to be
supported and funded by the Government.
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For improving investment climate, policy continuity is very important for improved predictability on
business climate and confidence, in addition, actions involving business deregulation, financial sector
reforms, tax rate reduction and simplification, major legal reforms, improvement in cost of doing
business conditions with improvement in ease of doing business conditions need to be top priority
under reform agenda, and engaging Private Sector and stakeholders in Policy Design will be needed
to understand the dynamics of the global economic shifts and therefore a high powered ‘National
Competitive Strategic Action Committee' under public private initiative needs to be setup.

Automation and artificial intelligence under the 4" Industrial Revolution (4IR) will take away jobs in
RMG, footwear and other labor intensive industries, therefore, skill set development will become a
major transformation for the economy and for job creation therefore, this needs to be under a
short-term, mid-term and long-term policy perspective Including building collaboration between
researchers, academia and industry including, expanding financing opportunities for promoting IT
innovation and entrepreneurship, reducing cost to communication including making ICT and all ICT
related convergence equipment under tax free/duty free mechanism will be super critical in
fostering an innovation ecosystem around the ICT sector.

Need to improve productivity in line with competing countries like Vietnam, India, Indonesia, Thailand
and China. Enforcement of intellectual property as well as comprehensive policy framework needs to
be developed for transitioning from typical manufacturing (OEM manufacturing) to ODM (Original
Design Manufacturing) for greater participation in global value chain.

As the revival of jute has started, it has the potential to be emerged as the “Next Growth Driver” for our
economy. A vision for jute titled ‘Jute Road Map 2030’ needs to be framed to accelerate Jute
diversification and considering the context of SDG objectives.

DCCIl proposes a high-powered infrastructure project oversight authority named ‘National
Infrastructure Development and Monitoring Advisory Authority (NIDMAA)' represented by the
government and the private sector to be formed to develop a National Infrastructure Plan and prepare
a blueprint for national infrastructure plan for deeper engagement of the private sector. Projects need
to be identified in a disciplined fashion under Public, G2G and PPP arrangements. Bankable projects
need to be developed under PPP rather than Annual Development Program (ADP).

. In order to improving maritime transport efficiency and competitiveness and creating a stable

maritime transport infrastructure, DCCI proposes for a single port authority named ‘National
Maritime & Port Authority’ which will be an important milestone for private sector participation, in
addition, Bangladesh has the potential to become gateway between South Asia and Southeast Asia
and also the transportation hub for the region.

. Declare warehousing as thrust sector in order to get the priority attention of the Government. Priority

for reform for development of warehouse include revision of land zoning, exclusive policy for logistics
& warehousing, policy for setting up logistics parks, regulation to allow commmon bonded warehousing
and allocation of areas exclusively for warehousing within industrial parks, Export Processing Zones
and Economic Zones. Logistics Performance Index 2018 shows that overall country competitiveness
of Bangladesh slipped to 100 in 2018 from the previous 87 in 2016, out of 160 countries. We feel that
separate Ministry should be setup considering the importance and potential of logistic and
warehousing activities.

. Explore innovative financing options like allowing listing licensed government approved GREEN FIELD

infrastructure projects in capital market introducing various equity and debt instruments, creating
specialized bank and infra fund for large infrastructure financing using pension, savings and
insurance fund.
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Chartered Accountants Since 1953 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka - 1212, Bangladesh. agasem@aqcbd.com

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
TO THE MEMBER'S OF DHAKA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, DHAKA

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of “Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Dhaka" which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 September 2018, and the statement
of comprehensive income and the statement of cash flows for the year ended 30 September 2018, and a
summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Bangladesh Accounting Standards (BASs)/Bangladesh Financial Reporting Standards
(BFRSs) and for such internal control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Bangladesh Standards on Auditing (BSAs). Those standards
require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditors consider internal control relevant to the entity's
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies
used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the
overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinion.

Opinion

'In our opinion, the financial statements, in all material respects, give a true and fair view of the financial
position of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dhaka as at 30 September 2018 and of its financial
performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Bangladesh Financial Reporting
Standards (BFRS) and comply with the Companies Act 1994 and other applicable laws and regulations.
We also report that

We have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our knowledge and belief
were necessary for the purposes of our audit and made due verification thereof;

In our opinion, proper books of account as required by law have been kept by the company so far as
it appeared from our examination of those books;

The statement of Financial Statements dealt with by the report are in agreement with the books of

account.
‘( i&zc .

Dated, Dhaka A. Qasem & Co.
November 17,2018 Chartered Accountants

EY

A member firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited Building a better
EY refers to the global organization, and/or one or more of the independent member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited working world

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy

A11SNpu| 3 90J3WILIOY JO Jaquiey) exeyq

D




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Statement of Financial Position
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Assets Notes

Non-Current Assets
Property, Plant and Equipment

Current Assets

Accounts Receivable

Interest Receivable

Deferred Revenue Expenditure

Advance, Deposits and Pre-payments

Inventories
Cash and Cash Equivalents

Current Liabilities

Liabilities for Expenses & Services
Liabilities for Other Finance
Advance Building Rent

Short Term Loan Finance

Net Current Assets

Net Assets

Sources of Funds

General Fund

DCCI Relief & Social Welfare Fund
DCCI Development Fund
Deferred Liability - Gratuity

Grant Received

Total Fund

34,886,147

36,250,013

34,886,147

36,250,013

45,403,654
77,509,838
2,663,450
124,981,410
1,655,376
598,867,494

26,940,268
51,416,135
1,815,712
99,519,909
1,489,526
580,698,922

851,081,122

761,880,472

11,608,199
48,814,413
12,018,499

37,106

6,996,008
43,810,002
16,273,822

5,087,106

72,378,217

72,166,938

778,702,905

689,713,534

813,589,052

725,963,547

722,403,653
11,965,254
61,380,387
17,764,128

75,630

634,357,422
21,312,780
52,653,636
17,065,578

574,131

813,589,052

725,963,547

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements.
W‘/ ’ &V\A M
AHM éaul Kabir KamrulIslam, FCA Abul Kasem Khan

Secretary General Coordinating Director President

Singed in terms of our separate report of even date annexed

A. Qasem & Co.

Dated, Dhaka Chartered Accountants

November 17,2018




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the year ended 30 September 2018

Income

A) General Income
Subscriptions

Admission fee

Bulletin fee

Certificate of origin fee
Certification and attestation fee
Rent

Income from Investment - interest
DBI (DCCI Business Institute)
Miscellaneous income

Total General Income

B) Extraordinary Income

International Seminar (New Economic Thinking)
Projects Income

Total Extraordinary Income

C) Total income (A+B)
Expenditure

D) General Expenses

Pay and allowances

Postage and telephone

Printing and stationery

Newspapers, bulletin and publications
Travelling & conveyance

Repairs and maintenance

Fuel and lubricants

Entertainment

Audit and Legal fees

Subscription expense

Donation to ICC

Seminar & symposium, conference and delegation
AGM, EGM and election expenses
Utility charges

Rent -Gulshan Centre

DBI (DCCI Business Institute)

Iftar party expense

Rate and taxes

Estate expenses

Deferred revenue expenses-written off
Promotion of DCCI 60 yrs celebration/mezbaan expense
Research & Studies exp.

Depreciation

Miscellaneous expenses

Total General Expenses

E) Extraordinary Expenses
International Seminar exp.
Project expenses

Total Extraordinary Expenses
F) Total expenditure (D+E)
Excess of income over expenditure

11

2018
Taka

34,291,200
6,727,500
1,371,275
1,824,625
2,014,100

47,983,992

50,052,682

14,359,569
2,840,016

2017
Taka

34,279,650
6,036,000
1,386,175
1,621,700
1,436,850

47,839,278

47,590,021

11,822,107
3,056,037

161,464,959

155,067,818

7,936,483

24,068,590
1,051,402

7,936,483

25,109,992

169,401,442

180,177,810

38,765,617
927,103
992,882
3,724,265
360,558
3,082,435
432,463
1,056,615
1,072,300
374,583
2,500,000
1,618,074
1,385,064
2,237,052
1,584,000

10,205,781

1,204,686
995,171
529,328

1,546,149
100,000

3,120,465

3,047,274

31,116,714
1,141,759
903,601
3,618,639
285,677
1,852,063
539,692
969,400
263,748
960,000

1,984,725
1,280,022
2,132,681
1,444,000
9,319,172
471,042
1,197,175
409,488
324,264

3,194,383
2461117

80,861,865

65,769,362

1,006,307

19,807,410
1,178,801

1,006,307

20,986,211

81,868,172

86,755,573

87,533,270

93,422,237

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements. W M

AHM éaul Kabir
Secretary General

Kamrul'lslam, FCA Abul Kasem Khan
Coordinating Director President

Singed in terms of our separate report of even date annexed

Dated, Dhaka
November 17,2018

A. Qasem & Co.
Chartered Accountants
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended 30 September 2018
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Cash flows from operating activities

Excess of income over expenditure for the year

Adjustment for items not involving movement of cash:

Depreciation on fixed assets
Gratuity paid against provision

(Increase) / Decrease in current assets:
Accounts receivable

Interest receivable

Deferred revenue expenditure
Advance, deposits and prepayments
Inventories

Increase / (Decrease) in current liabilities:
Liabilities for expenses & services
Liabilities for other finance

Short Term Finance

Advance Building rent

Net cash provided by operating activities

Cash flows from investing activities

Acquisition of fixed assets
Net cash used in investing activities

Cash flows from financing activities

General Fund

DCCI Relief & Social Welfare Fund
DCCI Development Fund

Grant received

Net cash used in financing activities

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents

Opening cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year

2018
Taka

87,533,270

3,120,465
698,550

(18,463,286)
(26,093,703)
(847,738)
(25,461,501)
(165,850)

4,512,191
5,004,411
(5,050,000)
(4,255,323)

2017
Taka

93,422,237

3,194,383
1,580,143

(3,062,545)
(22,577,735)
324,265
(38,920,960)
76,915

191,331
(1,426,167)
(25,982,494)
6,757,492

20,531,486

13,576,865

(1,756,599)
(1,756,599)

512,961
(9,347,526)
8,726,751

(498,501)

(757,391)
(757,391)

(713,060)
1,704,431
7,850,691
(2,424,713)

(606,315)

6,417,349

18,168,572

580,698,922

19,236,823

561,462,099

598,867,494

580,698,922

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements.

AHM éaul Kabir

Secretary General

fon |

Kamrullslam, FCA Abul Kasem Khan
Coordinating Director President




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Notes to the Financial Statements
as at for the year ended 30 September 2018

Background

Incorporation

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (here-in-after referred to as the DCCI) was incorporated on 10 March

1959 as a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Act, 1913 (replaced by Companies Act 1994).

Objectives
Main objectives of the DCCI are as follows:

a. To promote and foster ideas of co-operation and mutual help amongst the members engaged in Trade,

Commerce and Industry in Bangladesh.

To watch over, protect and safeguard in general commercial and industrial interest in Bangladesh

particularly of the members engaged in business in the District of Dhaka or any other place.

To consider and help in formulating the policy of Government from time to time relating to questions

pertaining to Trade, Commerce and Industry.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Accounting basis

These Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP) under historical cost convention which has been in conformity with the Bangladesh Accounting
Standards (BAS) issued by The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh (ICAB).

Property, plant and equipment

Fixed Assets are stated at actual cost less accumulated depreciation in the Financial Statements.

Depreciation

Depreciation on Fixed Assets is charged on reducing balance method at rates ranging from 2.5% to 20% per
annum depending on the estimated life of assets. Full year's depreciation is charged on the additions to fixed

assets irrespective of the date of acquisition thereof.

Revenue recognition

All income and expenses, other than subscription income/bulletin fee are accounted for on accrual basis.
Subscription and bulletin fee are recognized as income on the date these are received on cash basis excepting
that so much thereof as relates to the period subsequent to the year ended 30 September 2018 is accounted

for as a liability (advance subscription under Liabilities for other finance).
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Inventories

Inventories are valued at the lower of cost and net realizable value.

Employee benefits

Adequate provisions have been set up in the accounts for Gratuity and for Annual Leave (earned leave) benefits

to employees.

Provision for Income Tax Liability

National Board of Revenue, Bangladesh vide SRO # 234-Ain-Income Tax/2011 dated 6 July 2011, SRO #
216-Ain-Income Tax/2012 dated 27 June 2012 and SRO # 210-Ain-Income Tax/2012 dated 1 July 2013
introduced income tax on Trade Bodies. The issue has been protested by Trade Bodies and the decision from
the Government is awaiting. DCCI maintains accounts from October to September. If the above noted SROs
stand, DCCI may have to pay tax on its partial income for the year. The matter being unresolved till to date, no

provision for income tax has been made.

Reporting currency

DCCI maintains its Books of Accounts in Bangladeshi Taka (BDT), and all figures represented in the financial

statements are in BDT.

Reporting period

The reporting period of the DCCI cover one year from October to September consistently.

Responsibility of the preparation and presentation of the Financial Statements

The management of the DCCI is responsible for the preparation and presentation of the Financial Statements.
General

a) Previous year's figures have been re-arranged wherever considered necessary to conform to current

year's presentation.

b) Figures appearing in the Financial Statements have been rounded off to the nearest Taka.




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
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3.0 Property, plant and equipment

(A) AtCost
Opening balance 114,213,650 113,456,259
Add: Additions during the year 1,756,599 798,828
115,970,249 114,255,087
Less: Disposals / adj. during the year - (41,437)
Closing balance 115,970,249 114,213,650

Less: Accumulated depreciation

Opening balance 77,963,637 74,769,254

Add: Charge during the year 3,120,465 3,194,383
81,084,102 77,963,637

Less: Acc. depreciation of disposed assets - -

Closing balance 81,084,102 77,963,637

(A-B) Written down value 34,886,147 36,250,013

Details are shown in the enclosed Annexure-1

Accounts receivable

Considered good

Building rent 3,131,376 9,012,204
Utility charge (Electricity) 1,239,091 413,411
Utility charge (WASA) 123,433 36,163
Advertisement receivable 1,457,276 139,776
Sponsorship & other income receivable 5,244,465 1,630,000
Auditorium rent receivable 115,000 115,000
Service charge (Modhumoti Bank) 119,000 78,400
Current A/C with DBI-BBA 32,053,959 13,901,547
Current A/C with DCCI Foundation 575,437 369,250

44,059,037 25,595,751

O
=
)
=
S
@)
oy
o
3
o
@
<
o
S,
O
S
3
3
®
-
o
o
o
>
o
c
@
2%
=
<

Considered doubtful

Building rent 1,233,039 1,233,039

Utility charge (electricity) 54,290 54,290

Utility charge (WASA) 57,188 57,188
1,344,517 1,344,517

45,403,554 26,940,268

The aforesaid doubtful debts of Tk. 1,344,517 include Tk. 725,494, Tk. 236,012 and Tk.383,011 receivable
from M/s Progressive Plastic Industries Limited, Mir Shafiul Haque (an ex-employee) and Mannujan
Textile respectively. Management has taken all possible steps to realize the dues.

In this respect, cases were lodged with the court which are now in process.
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Deferred revenue expenditure

Opening balance

Expenses/( Income) during the year:
Commmercial History (Bangla)
Budget Discussion Meeting

Less: Written off (Note-5.1)

Written off
Commmercial History (Bangla)
Estate expenses - Gulshan

Break up of Deferred revenue expenditure
Pre Budget Discussion Meeting
Commmercial History (Bangla)

Estate expenses - Gulshan Centre

2018
Taka

1,815,712

2017
Taka

2,139,977

650,000
727,066

1,377,066

3,192,778
529,328

2,139,977
324,265

2,663,450

1,815,712

205,064
324,264

324,265

529,328

324,265

727,066
1,562,610
383,774

1,107,675
708,037

2,663,450

1,815,712

Management has decided to amortize the aforesaid deferred Estate expenses - Gulshan Centre in five years
effective from the year 2017. Deferred Commercial History (Bangla) completed. In 2017 and will be amortized

from the year 2018 after decision thereon.

Advances, deposits and pre-payments
Advances

Advance against salaries

Advance against expenses

Taxes deducted at source by bank / parties

Security deposits
Gulshan Centre
PDB

T&T

Others

Prepayments

City Corporation tax

Prepaid R & M Building Estate
Prepaid insurance premium
Prepaid subscription - ICCB/FBCCI
Prepaid AGM/ election expenses
Prepaid internet connectivity
Patent & trade marks

Prepaid 60 Yrs. Celebration

83,078
88,721,555
32,077,984

7,020
71,382,745
27,129,621

120,882,617

98,519,386

400,000
314,000
5,540
19,360

400,000
314,000
5,540
19,360

738,900

738,900

897,880
957,792
126,029
696,251
54,283
42,715
93,150
491,793

34,090
28,753
47,506
44,324
106,950

3,359,893

261,623

124,981,410

99,519,909




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash in hand
Cash at bank (Note 7.1)

Cash at bank

On Project Bank acconts

On Short Term Deposit (STD) accounts:
STD accounts -DCCI

STD account - Custom Automation

Investment in FDR
FDR accounts - DCCI

Liabilities for expenses & services
Salaries payable

Employer's contribution to Provident Fund
Utility charges (electricity/water/gas)
Rent/Utility suspense (tenants)
Date expired cheque

Provision for annual leave
Telephone expenses

Bulletin and publications
Newspaper and periodicals
Entertainment

Conveyance

AGM/ Election payable

Fax & internet connectivity

Audit fee and legal expenses
Postage and stamp

Repairs and maintenance

Printing and stationery

Seminar exp. Payable
International Seminar payable
Insurance premium

Washing expense and others
Project payable

Estate expenses

Subscription & Donation payable
Interest Payable

DCCI 60 Yrs. Cel./Mezban payable
DBI College Scholarship Fund

DBI exp.

2018
Taka

29,460
598,838,034

2017
Taka

36,818
580,662,104

598,867,494

580,698,922

18,573

23,583

4,875,201
85,662

8,318,144
84,163

4,960,863

8,402,307

593,858,598

| | 572236214

593,858,598

572,236,214

598,838,034

580,662,104

2,964,525
76,979
814,723
141,294
92,980
1,166,182
43,284
1,265,658
9,106
191,120

16,200
81,985
224,996
3,983
641,124
81,110
113,988
900,400
26,000
1,177
12,102
224,635
862,081
2,999
1,279,023
57,000
203,546

1,981,489
60,469
590,877
121,804
63,280
1,207,508
36,723
297,158
12,211
140,602
240
16,000
64,392
119,746
42,266
27,403
35,825
251,820
900,400
10,635
61,404
320,232

11,999

621,625

11,508,199

6,996,008
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Liabilities for other finance

Employees' contribution to Provident Fund

Staff income tax

Tax / VAT deducted at sources (parties)
Advance subscription (Note 9.1)
Subscription advance

Security deposits

Project -METABUILD / AVC Project
Advance advertisement

DBI training fee

Delegation fee payable

Tax Fund

Advance subscription

Opening balance
Transferred to income

Adjustment for the year:
Subscriptions (note 16)
Admission fee(note 17)
Bulletin fee (18)

Advance Building rent
Opening balance
Advance rent received during the year

Advance rent adjusted during the year

General Fund
Opening balance
Prior year's adjustment

Excess of income over expenditure for the year

DCCI Relief and Social Welfare Fund
Opening balance

Received from members during the year
Interest on R.S.W.F. FDR

Paid during the year against Relief Fund

2018
Taka

155,732
48,600
74,161

8,917,800
26,175
2,645,303
3,226,305
18,000
2,644,082
32,070
31,126,185

2017
Taka

176,625
106,200
55,689
8,657,025
31,200
1,626,172
5,560,157
18,000
1,485,869

26,193,065

48,814,413

43,810,002

8,657,025
8,657,025

8,235,950
8,235,950

7,285,500
1,342,500
289,800

7,095,750
1,179,000
282,275

8,917,800

8,557,025

16,273,822

16,273,822
4,255,323

9,616,330
20,124,000
29,640,330
13,366,508

12,018,499

16,273,822

634,357,422
512,961
634,870,383
87,533,270

541,648,245
(713,060)
540,935,185
93,422,237

722,403,653

634,357,422

21,312,780
1,921,100
969,485
24,203,365
(12,238,111)

19,608,349
1,943,300
863,831
22,415,480
(1,102,700)

11,965,254

21,312,780




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

DCCI Development Fund

Opening balance

Collections during the year

Interest on Development Fund FDR

Deferred Liability - Gratuity
Opening balance
Provision made during the year

Paid during the year

Grant received

a) Custom Automation
Received from IFC & interest
Loan given to Datasoft
Custom automation expenses

BUILD Project

Received from IFC & interest
DCCI -BUILD Project STD a/c
Expenses -BUILD

Subscriptions

New

Renewal

Arrear

Advance adjustment

Portion attributable to the period from October 2018 to December 2018
transferred to liabilities for other finance (note 9.1)

Admission fee
Admission fee
Re-admission fee

Portion attributable to the period from October 2018 to December 2018
transferred to liabilities for other finance (note 9.1)

Bulletin fee

Current

Arrear

Advance adjustment

Portion attributable to the period from October 2018 to December 2018
transferred to liabilities for other finance (note 9.1)

52,653,636
6,410,000
2,316,751

44,802,945
5,540,000
2,310,691

61,380,387

52,653,636

17,065,678
698,550
17,764,128

15,485,435
1,580,143
17,065,678

17,764,128

17,065,578

19,537,602
(15,000,000)
(4,461,972)

19,535,413
(15,000,000)
(3.961,282)

75,630

574,131

18,100,839
(142)
(18,100,697)

18,100,839
(142)
(18,100,697)

75,630

574,131

6,690,750
32,334,000
2,651,950

5,929,500
32,334,750
3,111,150

41,576,700
(7,285,500)

41,375,400
(7,095,750)

34,291,200

34,279,650

6,690,750
1,379,250

5,929,500
1,285,500

8,070,000
(1,342,500)

7,215,000
(1,179,000)

6,727,500

6,036,000

1,652,425
108,650

1,522,500
145,950

1,661,075
(289,300)

1,668,450
(282,275)

1,371,275

1,386,175
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Rent
Building rent
Auditorium rent

Income from Investment - interest
Interest from Fixed Deposits (Note 20.1)
Interest from STD and savings account

Interest from Fixed Deposits
DCCI Fund

DCCI Scholarship Fund

DCCI Retirement Benefit Fund
DCCI Research Fund

Miscellaneous income
Membership forms fee
Photocopy charge realized
Advertisement income
Services income

Commercial History book sale
Seminar & Workshop

Other Income -misc

Projects Income

Pay and allowances

Pay and allowances

Liveries & Uniforms

Gratuity exp. Provision

Employees insurance premium (Pension)

Postage and telephone
Postage and stamps
Telephone

Fax charges

Internet connectivity

Newspapers, bulletin and publications
Newspapers and periodicals

Bulletin

Publication

Repairs and maintenance
Car

Computer

Lift

AC

Generator

Building

Others

2018
Taka

47,401,116
582,876

2017
Taka

47,039,278
800,000

47,983,992

47,839,278

49,800,374
252,308

47,331,199
258,822

50,052,682

47,590,021

42,837,502
380,809
2,133,586
4,448 477

40,699,727
294,683
1,983,721
4,353,068

49,800,374

47,331,199

138,300
3,334
756,631
1,317,950
9,200
177,000
437,601

113,600
3,925
804,000
1,226,000
43,800
540,122
324,590

2,840,016

3,056,037

7,936,483

1,061,402

7,936,483

1,051,402

36,435,577
109,095
2,040,000
180,945

29,434,138
12,646
1,580,143
89,887

38,765,617

31,116,714

489,515
108,709

10,421
318,458

543,987
120,337

14,108
463,327

927,103

1,141,759

98,982
2,671,575
953,708

109,757
2,489,770
919,112

3,724,265

3,518,639

265,456
260,617
268,300
315,093
29,150
1,262,557
681,262

243,948
110,919
734,600
160,150

43,100

90,684
468,662

3,082,435

1,852,063




Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Audit and Legal fees

Statutory audit 80,000
Internal audit 180,000
Legal exp. 812,300

1,072,300 263,748

81L0¢ 11oday |[enuuy

Seminar & symposium, conference and delegation

Seminar and symposium 1,072,457 1,644,960
Conference and delegation 545,617 339,765

1,618,074 1,984,725

Utility charges

Electricity 1,980,507 5,624,457
WASA 228,601 643,572
Gas 27,944 23,244
Utility reimbursement from tenants - (4,158,5692)

2,237,052 2,132,681

Utility reimbursement from tenants

Electricity 3,764,877

WASA 393,715
4,158,592

Miscellaneous expenses
Liveries and uniform

Gift and presentations 84,570 58,125
Festival / national day expenses 404,920 188,456
Washing expenses 14,400 14,400
ISO 9001 Certification exp. 50,100 48,210
Photography 18,542 6,820
Bank charge 14,864 10,040
Training expenses 17,005 -

Insurance 76,495 87,893
Advertisement expenses 237,553 105,457
Commercial History exp. 50,000 -

Interest on loan from BFIC (note 29.1) 896,621 808,656
In kind contibution (rent) -BUILD 1,008,000 1,008,000
Patent & trade marks 60,675 13,800
Pot plant rent & garden maintenance 57,300 52,800
Others 56,229 58,460

3,047,274 2,461,117

A11SNpu| 3 90J3WILIOY JO Jaquiey) exeyq

Interest on loan from BFIC

Under a sanctioned limit of Tk. 3,45,69,600/- for Six months a short term loan was obtained from Bangladesh
Finance and Investment Company Ltd. (BFIC) for working capital on 25 April 2016 and the loan interest rate will
be @ 1.25 % higher than the weighted average interest rate of the TDR's against lien of three TDR placed with
them. The partial loan was repaid and balance of loan as on 30 Sep, 2018 Tk. 37106/- . Attributable interest of
Tk.8,96,621/- on loan amount was also paid during the year.

Subsequent events

There was no non-adjusting post balance sheet event of such importance, non-disclosure of which would
affect the ability of the users of the financial statements to make proper evaluations and decisions.
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry ( DCCI)
Comparative Statement of Operating Activities
For the year ended 30 September 2018

Particulars

Subscription income
Admission fee
Bulletin fee

Less: Pay & allowances
Surplus / (deficit)

Less: Utilities- net
Printing & stationery
Postage and telephone
Subscription expense
Donation to ICC
Newspaper, bulletin & publications
Rates & taxes
Entertainment
Seminar & symposi, conf. & delegation
Travelling & Conveyance
AGM, EGM & election expenses
Audit & legal fee
Repairs & maintenance
Fuel & lubricants
Rent -Gulshan Centre
Iftar Party expenses
Estate expenses
Deferred revenue expenses - written off
Project expenses
Depreciation
Research & Studies
Promotion of DCCI 60 yrs. Celebration/Mezbaan expense
Miscellaneous expenses

(Deficit)

Income
Certificate of Origin
Certification & attestation fee
International Seminar (New Eco.Thinking (net)
Project Income
Miscellaneous income

(Deficit)

. Interest income
DBI ( DCCI Business Institute) -net

Surplus
Add: Rent
Excess of Income over Expenditure for the year

2018
Taka

34,291,200
6,727,500
1,371,275

Annexure-2

2017
Taka

34,279,650
6,036,000
1,386,175

42,389,975
(38,765,617)

41,701,825
(31,116,714)

3,624,358

10,585,111

2,237,052
992,882
927,103
374,583

2,500,000

3,724,265

1,204,686

1,056,615

1,618,074
360,658

1,385,064

1,072,300

3,082,435
432,463

1,584,000
995,171
529,328

1,006,307

3,120,465
100,000

1,546,149

3,047,274

2,132,681
903,601
1,141,759
960,000

3,618,639
1,197,175
969,400
1,984,725
285,677
1,280,022
263,748
1,852,063
539,692
1,444,000
471,042
409,488
324,264
1,178,801
3,194,383

2,461,117

32,896,774

26,512,277

(29,272,416)

(15,927,166)

1,824,625
2,014,100
7,936,483
2,840,016

1,621,700
1,436,850
4,251,180
1,051,402
3,056,037

14,615,224

11,417,169

(14,657,192)

(4,509,997)

50,052,682
4,153,788

47,590,021
2,602,935

54,206,470

50,092,956

39,549,278
47,983,992

45,582,959
47,839,278

87,533,270

93,422,237
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Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
65-66 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Phone : 88-02-9552562 Fax : 88-02-9560830
Email : info@dhakachamber.com

URL : www.dhakachamber.com

DCCI Gulshan Centre

Taj Casilina, Flat- 3C

Plot-SW(1)4, 25 Gulshan Avenue
Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh
Phone : 88-02-9852246

The First 150 Certified
Chamberin Bangladesh
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