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Editorial DCCI Review February 2026

A sound law and order situation is indispensable 
for a healthy business climate, yet recent conditions 
in Bangladesh have raised some concerns among 
entrepreneurs. Business leaders point out that the 
private sector has struggled to achieve its expected 
progress in recent times because of a combination of 
contractionary monetary policy, declining law and order, 
corruption, administrative complexities and bureaucratic 
red tape. These challenges have increased the cost of 
doing business and eroded investor confidence. When 
security weakens, supply chains are disrupted, transport 
becomes unpredictable and commercial operations 
face heightened risks. For export-oriented industries, 
such instability undermines reliability in global markets. 
Traffic congestion, unregulated urban expansion and 
weak enforcement further compound the problem. In 
such an environment, businesses operate cautiously, 
often delaying investment decisions. At a time when 
economic recovery is crucial, improving law and order is 
no longer only a governance issue but also a fundamental 
requirement for restoring business confidence and 
sustaining growth.

The persistence of law and order challenges since August 
2024 has deepened the sense of uncertainty. Despite 
expectations of improvement, many of the underlying 
problems remain unresolved. Business leaders continue to 
highlight concerns over weak enforcement, irregularities 
and the lack of coordination among relevant authorities. 
The resulting instability has created a crisis of confidence, 
discouraging both domestic and foreign investment. 
Small and medium enterprises, in particular, have been 
disproportionately affected as they lack the resilience to 
absorb prolonged disruption. Traffic congestion in major 
urban centers, especially in Dhaka and Chattogram, has 
further increased operational inefficiencies and costs. 
The addition of a large number of unregulated vehicles 
has exacerbated the situation, affecting productivity and 
timely delivery of goods. While some improvements 
in market stability have been observed during specific 
periods, they have not translated into sustained progress. 
Without consistent and visible improvement in law and 
order, the private sector remains constrained in its ability 
to drive economic expansion.

A marked improvement in law and order could 
significantly transform the business landscape and 
unlock the private sector’s full potential. A secure and 
predictable environment enables businesses to operate 
efficiently, reduces operational risks and encourages 
long-term planning. When entrepreneurs feel confident 
about safety and stability, they are more likely to invest in 

expansion, adopt technologies that come up and create 
employment opportunities. Improved law enforcement 
and better traffic management would reduce delays, lower 
transportation costs and enhance overall productivity. A 
business-friendly environment also reduces institutional 
costs, which can positively influence product pricing 
and competitiveness. Furthermore, a stable environment 
attracts foreign investment, as investors prioritize markets 
where governance is strong and risks are minimized. 
Effective coordination between supply and demand, 
supported by accurate market data, can further improve 
market management. In essence, strengthening law and 
order can help businesses to move out of a stagnant and 
cautious phase toward a more dynamic and growth-
oriented trajectory.

To achieve this transformation, the government should 
adopt a comprehensive and coordinated approach. 
Strengthening law enforcement agencies and ensuring 
accountability are critical first steps. Greater coordination 
between the private sector, policymakers and the law 
enforcement agencies is essential to address current 
challenges effectively. The government should prioritize 
the regulation of urban transport systems, including 
the monitoring of unregulated vehicles and the proper 
supervision of related infrastructure, to reduce congestion. 
At the same time, policies should be implemented to 
prevent market distortion, such as syndicates in the 
import of essential goods, by ensuring fair competition 
and broader participation. Improving data collection and 
transparency in market management will also enhance 
decision-making and policy effectiveness. In addition, 
simplifying administrative procedures, reducing 
corruption and addressing bureaucratic inefficiencies 
will contribute to a more business-friendly environment. 
Strong and consistent policy implementation, combined 
with good governance, will be key to restoring stability 
and confidence.

Businesses expect expeditious and sustained 
improvement in law and order to ensure a secure and 
predictable operating environment. They also expect 
supportive measures such as rational tax and value-
added tax policies, improved traffic management and 
fair market practices. The government, in turn, shoud 
act decisively to restore confidence by ensuring safety, 
strengthening institutions, and facilitating smooth 
business operations. With coordinated efforts and 
effective reforms, Bangladesh can create an environment 
where the private sector thrives and contributes fully to 
economic growth r

Better law and order for better business
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Revenue suffers as rates high, law & order unstable: DCCI Chief

Businesses are compelled to borrow 
from banks at interest rates of 16–17 
percent because of unchanged policy 
rates, said the Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) 
President Taskeen Ahmed at a press 
conference titled “Expectations from 
the new government to address 
the current economic situation” 
organized by DCCI on February 23. 
The Dhaka Chamber organized the 
press conference, The event covered 
various issues, including the financial 
sector, energy, industrialization, 
tariff policy, logistics infrastructure, 
employment, skills development, 
LDC graduation and the signing of 
trade agreements with the United 
States.

In addition, the high volume of non-
performing loans and the reduction 
in loan classification period from 
nine months to three months have 
created an undesirable situation in 
the financial sector which has led 
to instability in the industrial sector, 

he said.He added that inadequate 
gas supply to industries, along with 
the recent increase in gas prices for 
new industries and captive power 
plants by Tk 40 and Tk 42 a unit has 
severely disrupted production. As 
a result, local demand and export 
targets are not met, affecting the 
overall trade environment. Moreover, 
the absence of policy continuity in 
industrial regulations and unstable 
law and order, particularly extortion, 
have eroded confidence in both local 
and foreign investors.

He said that for lack of automation 
in the revenue management, both 
individual taxpayers and businesses 
often fall victim to harassment. At 
the same time, many remain outside 
the tax net, depriving the government 
of revenue and slowing the pace of 
revenue collection. Delays in land 
acquisition and high land prices, 
an average 41 percent increase in 
service charges imposed by the 
Chattogram Port Authority and an 

ineffective use of inland waterways 
have significantly increased the 
cost of doing business. Besides, 
production and distribution costs 
have also increased, contributing 
substantially to inflationary pressure.

Regarding LDC graduation, he said 
that according to UNCTAD estimate, 
Bangladesh’s exports may decline by 
5.5–7 percent, amounting to about 
$2.7 billion. Considering global 
economic instability and the current 
domestic economic conditions, such 
a significant negative impact on 
the export sector would be highly 
undesirable. In this context, he urged 
the government to take initiatives to 
defer Bangladesh’s LDC graduation 
by at least three years.

Referring to the recently signed 
agreement with the United States, 
the Dhaka Chamber President said 
that it would not ensure duty-free 
access for the apparel garment sector. 
Moreover, conditions imposed on 

Dhaka Chamber President Taskeen Ahmed (center) seen speaking at DCCI’s Press Conference titled “Expectation from the Newly Elected  
Government to Tackle the Current Economic Situation” held on February 23. DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury (left) and 
Vice President Md. Salem Sulaiman (right) were also present during the event.
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Dhaka Chamber congratulates the newly elected govt. 
The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (DCCI) congratulates 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party on 
securing a landslide victory in the 13th 
national elections held on February 
12 and on forming the government. 
The Dhaka Chamber believes that the 
much-anticipated elections enabled 
people to elect their representatives, 
who will transform Bangladesh 
into a developed, prosperous and 
democratic nation. Dhaka Chamber 
urges the new government to take 
effective and priority-based measures 
for an early economic recovery.

Amid the ongoing global geopolitical 
uncertainties, especially reciprocal 
tariff measures imposed by the United 
States, local economic activities 
have been significantly disrupted. 

It is evident that Bangladesh has 
not been able to achieve significant 
progress in attracting foreign 
direct investment for a prolonged 
period. At the same time, export-
oriented sectors have not shown any 
significant progress. The SME sector 
has been the most adversely affected, 
leading to reduced employment 
opportunities and disruption in the 
manufacturing ecosystem. As a result, 
the entrepreneurs face difficulties 
in continuing with their business 
operation.

The recent unexpected decline in law 
and order has discouraged investors 
from making fresh investments. Lack 
of coordination in port operation and 
management, disruption in revenue 
reform initiatives, uncertainty in 

energy supply, high interest rates, 
monetary policy of contraction, 
long loan procedures and the lack 
of necessary policy support have 
impacted the private sector.

The Dhaka Chamber believes that 
there is no alternative to the role of 
elected representatives in addressing 
the challenges and taking effective 
measures to overcome them. To 
keep the national economy vibrant 
and resilient, the Dhaka Chamber 
urges the new government to remove 
constraints in the industrial and 
commercial sectors. The Dhaka 
Chamber would like to work closely 
with the government for better 
economic development r

the import of liquefied natural gas 
and other products may increase the 
cost of doing business. He, therefore, 
urged the government to renegotiate 
with the United States a revision 
of the terms and conditions of the 
agreement.

DCCI President called on the 
government to take effective measures 
to eliminate extortion and improve 

law and order situation. He said 
that more than two million educated 
youths are unemployed and the lack 
of employment opportunities may 
push many towards illegal activities. 

To address this issue, he emphasized 
reducing dependency solely on jobs 
by enhancing skills development 
initiatives and simplifying conditions 
for engaging in business activities. 

He also urged relevant government 
agencies to ensure easy access to 
loans for young entrepreneurs to 
facilitate startup businesses.

The chamber’s Senior Vice President 
Razeev H Chowdhury and Vice 
President  Md Salem Sulaiman, along 
with the members of the board of 
Directors also attended r

Law & order needs to improve for the betterment                 
of business: DCCI President
The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (DCCI) President 
Taskeen Ahmed said that the private 
sector could not achieve the desired 
progress over a few years because of 
the monetary policy of contraction, 
unexpected decline in law and 
order, irregularities, corruption, 
administrative complexities and 
bureaucratic red-tapism. Taskeen 
Ahmed said this in an exchanges 
of views on the need for improved 
law and order to facilitate the ease 
of doing business that the Dhaka 

Chamber held in its auditorium on 
February 28. AHM Ahsan, Chairman 
of the Bangladesh Competition 
Commission, attended as the Chief 
Guest while Md Abdur Rahim Khan, 
FBCCI Administrator, attended as the 
Special Guest.

He hoped that the new government 
would prioritize facilitating trade and 
investment by improving law and 
order. He emphasized that there was 
no alternative to a safe environment 
for boosting trade and investment. 

He stressed the need for increased 
coordination between the private 
sector, the law enforcement agencies, 
policymakers and the government for 
readdress of the current situation.

The Competition Commission 
chairman AHM Ahsan said that 
because of effective initiatives 
undertaken by the government 
and the private sector, a noticeable 
stability could be observed in the 
market, especially goods market, 
during Ramadan. He said that 
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there was no alternative to properly 
coordinated supply and demand in 
market management. He emphasized 
the importance of accurate data on 
the use and distribution of essential 
goods. He said that a business-friendly 
environment reduces institutional 
costs for entrepreneurs, which in turn 
positively impacts product prices. 
He stressed the need for cooperation 
with the law enforcement agencies 
and hoped that the new government 
would take strong measures for safety 
and security.

FBCCI Administrator Md Abdur 
Rahim Khan said that there was no 
alternative to improved law and order 
and proper market management for 
the smooth functioning of business 
operation. He noted that the overall 
economic growth would help 
improve political system and law and 
order. He also emphasized the need 
for certain reform measures promptly 
so that changes can be made and 
public confidence restored.

Shibir Bicitra Barua, Additional 
Secretary of the Ministry of 
Commerce, said that a lack of 
stability in law and order creates a 
crisis of confidence. He said that 

the commerce ministry undertook 
initiatives to introduce the IPO Policy 
2025–28, which will further facilitate 
business and investment activities.

Abdul Jalil, Director of the Directorate 
of National Consumer Rights 
Protection, said that an excessive 
use of fertilizers and pesticides in 
domestically produced potatoes is 
harming their quality and because 
of the failure to meet international 
standards, Bangladesh is cannot 
export potatoes. He emphasized 
the need for effective initiatives 
through coordination among farmers, 
entrepreneurs, and government 
agencies.

Mohammad Harun Or Rashid, 
Deputy Commissioner of the Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, said that about 
500,000 new battery-run auto-
rickshaws have been added to Dhaka 
city after the elections, significantly 
contributing to traffic congestion. To 
address the situation, the police have 
already undertaken several initiatives. 
He hoped some positive changes after 
Eid, bringing relief to city dwellers. 
He said that it is necessary to regulate 
the import policy of equipment 
and bring charging garages under 

proper monitoring and supervision 
to regulate the auto-rickshaws. He 
urged the public to refrain from 
occupying footpaths and roads to 
reduce traffic congestion.

Haji Abul Hashem said that traffic 
congestion and the decline in law 
and order are two major concerns for 
businesspeople and the government 
must play a strong role in addressing 
the issues. He also expressed the 
need for a comfortable VAT and tax 
policy so that businesspeople can 
operate comfortably.

Haji Md Golam Mowla said that 
although market management is 
discussed during times of crisis, 
no significant steps are taken to 
improve the overall situation once 
conditions stabilize. He also said that 
for lack of accurate data on essential 
goods, effective results in market 
management are not achieved.

Haji Md Monir Hossain said that an 
improved traffic management would 
significantly reduce the cost of doing 
business.

Haji Mohammad Ali Bhutto said that 
although trade facilitation is often 
discussed, allowing only a limited 

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed (fifth from right) seen addressing at a exchange of views meeting titled “Improved Law and Order to Facilitate 
the Ease of Doing Business” held on February 28. Chairperson of Bangladesh Competition Commission AHM Ahsan (fourth from left), FBCCI 
Administrator Md. Abdur Rahim Khan (fourth from right), Additional Secretary, Ministry of Commerce Shibir Bicitra Barua (third from right), 
Director, Directorate of National Consumer Rights Protection Abdul Jalil (third form left) among others are also seen in the picture. 
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DCCI urges quick restoration of the Ctg port operation
The Chattogram Port is considered the 
lifeline of Bangladesh’s trade. About 
92 percent of the import and export 
trade is handled through this port. On 
average, around 260,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent units are cleared from this 
port every month and about 9,000 
TEUs a day. Since February 04, port 
operations have, however, halted 
completely. About 54,000 containers 
of goods have been stranded at the 
port so far. Because of this delay 
in clearance, businesspeople are 
incurring additional costs of Tk 
10,000 to 15,000 a day. This ongoing 
shutdown is creating a severe impact 
on the export sector.

If the situation continues, it will 
adversely affect the national economy. 
There is also a growing concern of 
cancellation or diversion of purchase 
orders to competitor countries as 
the shipment of goods cannot be 
processed in time. Although some 
buyers have temporarily agreed to 
extend deadlines, they may source 
products from other countries if the 
crisis is prolonged. As Ramadan is a 
days ahead, prolonged delays in the 
clearance of imported goods may 
lead to price increase, which would 
negatively impact consumers. In 
addition, this unexpected deadlock 
in cargo handling is likely to increase 

operational costs across trade and 
investment activities, creating an 
extra burden on both businesses and 
consumers.

Dhaka Chamber, therefore, calls 
for urgent government intervention 
to resolve the problem as soon as 
possible through discussions with 
stakeholders. Besides, recognizing 
the importance of keeping 
Chattogram Port fully operational, 
the Dhaka Chamber stresses the need 
for collective efforts involving the 
business community, the Chattogram 
Port Authority and the stakeholders r

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (DCCI) has expressed grave 
concern and disappointment about 
the central bank’s decision to maintain 
contractionary monetary policy 
only to control inflation. Despite 
prolonged tight monetary conditions, 
inflation has not been effectively 
contained, proving that this tool has 
largely failed while inflicting serious 
damage on productive economic 
activities.

Private sector credit growth has fallen 
to a 22-year low, sharply declining 
to 6.1 percent in December 2025. 
This slowdown reflects constrained 
liquidity, elevated interest rates and 
an increasingly high cost of borrowing 
that choke entrepreneurship, 
industrial expansion and job 

creation. Private-sector investment is 
on a downward trajectory, declining 
from 24.18 percent in the 2023 fiscal 
year to 22.48 percent in the 2025 
fiscal year, reinforcing concerns 
that prolonged monetary tightening 
discourages long-term investment 
decisions.

Bangladesh economy cannot grow 
with this tight-fisted monetary policy. 
Broad money growth increases from 
7 percent in June 2025 to 9.6 percent 
by December 2025, indicating 
monetary expansion and raising 
questions about the effectiveness of 
monetary tightening.

Export performance also signals 
a growing stress. In the last six 
months, the total export persistently 

experienced a decline, plunging to 
-14.25 percent in December 2025, 
indicating weakening external 
demand and competitiveness amid 
high financing costs.

Dhaka Chamber believes that growth, 
employment and investment cannot 
be revived under an excessively 
restrictive monetary regime. The 
chamber looks forward to the elected 
government for adoption of a more 
pragmatic and growth-supportive 
policy framework, coordinated 
fiscal and monetary policy, liquidity 
availability, reduced borrowing 
costs and a balanced approach 
that supports both macroeconomic 
stability and economic recovery in 
the days to come r

Prolonged contractionary policy holds growth: DCCI

number of institutions to import 
essential goods creates syndicates, 
resulting in higher prices. Genuine 
business entities should, therefore, 
be allowed to import such products.

Tarikul Islam Khan, Managing 

Director of Nahar Cold Storage Ltd, 
said that potatoes are sold for low 
prices. In many areas in the north, 
potatoes are sold for only Tk 8 a 
kilogram, causing severe losses to 
farmers. Although compensation for 
affected farmers has been discussed, 

it has not yet been ensured.

Dhaka Chamber Senior Vice 
President Razeev H Chowdhury, 
Vice President Md Salem Sulaiman 
and members of the board were also 
present on the occasion r
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DCCI calls for ensuring business-friendly ecosystem and 
effective trade policy reforms
Courtesy meeting with Commerce, Industries and Textiles & Jute Minister held

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (DCCI) underscored 
the importance of addressing key 
challenges faced by the business 
community and undertaking 
necessary policy reforms to 
strengthen the country’s trade and 
business climate. DCCI President 
Taskeen Ahmed made the call 
while attending a courtesy meeting 
with the Honourable Minister for 
Commerce, Industries and Textiles & 
Jute Khandakar Abdul Muktadir, MP 
on February 24, 2026 at Bangladesh 
Secretariat. During the meeting, DCCI 
highlighted several pressing issues 
affecting the business environment 
and placed a set of practical and 
actionable recommendations 
aimed at addressing immediate 
concerns while ensuring long-term 
economic resilience and sustainable 
development. 

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed 
emphasized the need to stabilize the 
prices of essential commodities to 
ensure market balance and protect 
consumers. He also recommended 
expanding strategic reserves of 
essential goods to help stabilize 
supply and mitigate price shocks, 
particularly during peak demand 
periods like Ramadan. In addition, 
he urged the government to enforce 
stricter regulatory measures to curb 
extortion, address supply chain 
disruptions, and reduce excessive 
intermediaries so that prices remain 
at an optimum level. 

Dhaka Chamber President also 
raised concerns regarding certain 
provisions of the Trade Organization 
Rules-2025, noting that these rules 
have significant implications for 
the structure, representation, and 
operational effectiveness of trade 

bodies. Regarding IRC and ERC 
certification, he mentioned that 
the requirement of membership in 
recognized trade organizations has 
long ensured business legitimacy 
and institutional accountability in 
the import-export process. Taskeen 
Ahmed also said that the recent 
Agreement on Reciprocal Trade 
between Bangladesh and the United 
States appears to be imbalanced and 
may impose significant burdens on 
the country’s industrial sector and 
policy framework. He urged the 
government to publicly disclose the 
current status of the agreement and to 
re-evaluate its terms and conditions, 
especially in light of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision to strike 
down reciprocal tariffs, to protect the 
interests of domestic businesses. 

Minister Khandakar Abdul Muktadir, 
MP said that the private sector is 
the driving force of Bangladesh’s 
economic growth and ensuring 
a stable and business-friendly 
environment remains a top priority 

for the newly elected government. He 
stated that the Ministry of Commerce 
is working in close coordination with 
relevant agencies to address ongoing 
market challenges, particularly 
maintaining the price of essential 
commodities. He mentioned that 
efforts are underway to strengthen 
market monitoring mechanisms, 
improve supply chain efficiency and 
build adequate strategic reserves to 
ensure price stability. 

Addressing concerns over the 
Bangladesh–United States reciprocal 
trade arrangement, the Minister said 
international trade negotiations are 
complex and evolving. He added that 
the government is closely monitoring 
recent developments, including legal 
and policy changes in the United 
States and will take necessary steps to 
protect national interests and ensure 
a fair outcome for local industries.

State Minister for Textiles and Jute 
Md. Shariful Alamm, MP was also 
present during the meeting r

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed (third from left) seen presenting a bouquet to Commerce 
Minister Khandakar Abdul Muktadir, MP (right) after a courtesy meeting held on February 
24 at Bangladesh Secretariat. State Minister for Textiles and Jute  Md. Shariful Alam (second 
from left) and DCCI Secretary General (Acting) Dr. AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary (left) are 
seen in the picture. 
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†`‡k e¨emv-evwY‡R¨i avivevwnKZv I wewb‡qvM evÜe cwi‡ek wbwðZ 
Ki‡Z XvKv †P¤^vi Ae Kgvm© A¨vÛ BÛvw÷ª (wWwmwmAvB) KZ©…K MZ 
28 †deªæqvwi, 2026 Zvwi‡L ÔÔe¨emv-evwYR¨ mnRxKi‡Y wbe©vPb-
cieZ©x DbœZ AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ I myôy evRvi e¨e¯’vcbv eRvq ivLvi 
AZ¨vek¨KxqZvÓ kxl©K GK gZwewbgq mfv wWwmwmAvB AwW‡Uvwiqv‡g 
AbywôZ nq| wWwmwmAvB Gi mfvcwZ Rbve ZvmKxb Avn‡g`-Gi 
mÂvjbvq AbywôZ G gZwewbgq mfvq evsjv‡`k cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Kwgk‡bi 
†Pqvicvm©b Rbve G GBP Gg Avnmvb Ges GdwewmwmAvB-Gi cÖkvmK  
Rbve †gvt Ave`yi iwng Lvb h_vµ‡g cÖavb AwZw_ Ges we‡kl AwZw_ 
wn‡m‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb |

G gZwewbgq mfvi wba©vwiZ Av‡jvPbvq XvKv †g‡UªvcwjUb cywj‡ki 
Dc-Kwgkbvi, Rbve †gvnv¤§` nviæb Ai ikx`, RvZxq †fv³v-AwaKvi 
msi¶Y Awa`ß‡ii cwiPvjK Rbve Avãyj Rwjj, evwYR¨ gš¿Yvj‡qi 
AwZwi³ mwPe (AvBAvBwU AwakvLv) Rbve wkwei wewPÎ eo–qv cÖgyL 
e³e¨ cÖ`vb K‡ib| 

Abyôv‡bi gy³ Av‡jvPbvq evsjv‡`k wPwb e¨emvqx mwgwZi mfvcwZ nvRx 
†gvt Aveyj nv‡mg, evsjv‡`k †fvR¨‡Zj e¨emvqx mwgwZi cÖv³b mfvcwZ 
Rbve †Mvjvg gIjv, evsjv‡`k †÷Bb‡jm w÷j cvBc g¨vbyd¨vKPvivm© 
G‡mvwm‡qk‡bi Awdm m¤úv`K Rbve iv‡k` f‚uBqv, wWwmwmAvBÕi cÖv³b 
EaŸ©Zb mn-mfvcwZ Rbve Gg Gm †mwKj †PŠayix, evsjv‡`k †µvKvwiR 
gv‡P©›U A¨v‡mvwm‡qk‡bi mfvcwZ nvRx †gvt gwbi †nv‡mb, †gŠjfxevRvi 
e¨emvqx mwgwZi mfvcwZ nvRx †gvnv¤§` Avjx fz‡Æv, bvnvi †Kvì‡÷v‡iR 
wjwg‡U‡Wi e¨e¯’vcbv cwiPvjK Rbve †gvt ZwiKzj Bmjvg Lvb cÖgyL 
e³e¨ iv‡Lb| 

wWwmwmAvBÕi EaŸ©Zb mn-mfvcwZ Rbve ivwRe GBP †PŠayix, mn-
mfvcwZ Rbve †gv: mvwjg †mvjvqgvb Ges wWwmwmAvB cwiPvjbv cl©‡`i 
m`m¨e„›` mn †emiKvwiLv‡Zi cÖwZwbwae„›` G mgq Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb|

wWwmwmAvB mfvcwZ Rbve ZvmKxb Avn‡g`-Gi ¯^vMZ e³e¨ 
•	 wbe©vPb-cieZ©x mg‡q e¨emv-evwYR¨ mnRxKiY I A_©‰bwZK Kvh©µg 

MwZkxj Ki‡Z DbœZ AvBbk„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ eRvq ivLv AZ¨šÍ Riæwi|
•	 †`k AšÍe©Z©xKvjxb e¨e¯’v †_‡K MYZvwš¿K miKv‡i DËiY K‡i‡Q, hv 

RbM‡Yi gZcÖKvk I †fvUvwaKv‡ii wfwË‡K AviI kw³kvjx K‡i‡Q 
Ges mykvm‡bi my‡hvM m„wó K‡i‡Q|

•	 ivR‰bwZK, A_©‰bwZK I mvgvwRK P¨v‡jÄ †gvKvwejvi cÖavb 
AMÖvwaKvi nIqv DwPZ A_©‰bwZK w¯’wZkxjZv wbwðZ Kiv Ges 
wewb‡qvM Av¯’v cybM©Vb Kiv|

•	 e¨emvwqK Av¯’v M‡o I‡V AvB‡bi kvmb, ¯^”Q bxwZ Ges w¯’wZkxj 
cwi‡e‡ki Ici; mv¤úªwZK mg‡q Gme †¶‡Î wKQz P¨v‡jÄ we`¨gvb 
i‡q‡Q|

•	 K‡Vvi gy`ªvbxwZ I AvBb-k„•Ljv msµvšÍ D‡ØM †emiKvwi Lv‡Zi 
m¤úªmvi‡Y †bwZevPK cÖfve †d‡j‡Q, d‡j A_©‰bwZK cÖe„w×i MwZ 
axi n‡q †M‡Q|

•	 mvgwóK A_©‰bwZK w¯’wZkxjZv wbwðZ Kivi cvkvcvwk e¨emvi Rb¨ 
wbivc` I c~e©vbygvb‡hvM¨ cwi‡ek ˆZwi Kiv Acwinvh©|

•	 igRvb gv‡m wbZ¨cÖ‡qvRbxq `ªe¨g~j¨ w¯’wZkxj ivLv Ges mieivn 
e¨e¯’v wbwe©Nœ ivLv RvZxq A_©bxwZ, e¨emvqx I †fv³v mevi ¯^v‡_© 
AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y©|

•	 A‰ea Puv`vevwR, `yb©xwZ, cÖkvmwbK RwUjZv I `xN©m~wÎZv e¨emv 
cwiPvjbvq cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó Ki‡Q Ges wewb‡qvM‡K wbiærmvwnZ 
Ki‡Q|

•	 Gme mgm¨vi mgvav‡b AvBb cÖ‡qvMKvix ms¯’v, bxwZwba©viK cÖwZôvb 
Ges A_©‰bwZK gš¿Yvjq¸‡jvi mgwš^Z D‡`¨vM cÖ‡qvRb|

•	 AvBbk„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ AviI kw³kvjx Ki‡Z Kvh©Ki c`‡¶c MÖnY 
Kiv DwPZ, hv‡Z e¨emv I wewb‡qv‡Mi Rb¨ wbivc` cwi‡ek wbwðZ 
nq|

•	 Puv`vevwR, `yb©xwZ I cÖkvmwbK nqivwb e‡Ü K‡Vvi e¨e¯’v MÖnY Kiv 
cÖ‡qvRb Ges Awf‡hvM `ªæZ wb®úwËi e¨e¯’v Pvjy Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 evRvi e¨e¯’vcbv I mieivn †PBb kw³kvjx Ki‡Z miKvwi I 
†emiKvwi Lv‡Zi mgš^q e„w× Kiv DwPZ|

•	 bxwZ cÖYq‡b ¯^”QZv I c~e©vbygvb‡hvM¨Zv wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e, hv‡Z 
e¨emvqxiv `xN©‡gqvw` cwiKíbv MÖnY Ki‡Z cv‡ib|

•	 wewb‡qvM AvKl©‡Y cÖvwZôvwbK e¨q nªvm I e¨emv mnRxKi‡Yi D‡`¨vM 
MÖnY Kiv cÖ‡qvRb|

•	 mswkøó gš¿Yvjq I AvBb-k„•Ljv evwnbxi g‡a¨ mgš^q †Rvi`vi Ki‡Z 
n‡e, hv‡Z e¨emvwqK wbivcËv I w¯’wZkxjZv wbwðZ nq|

we‡kl AwZw_ Rbve †gvt Ave`yi iwng Lvb-Gi e³e¨
•	 ivRbxwZ‡Z Puv`vevwRi †Kv‡bv RvqMv †bB| hw`I GLb ivRbxwZ Avi 

Puv`vevwR‡K wgwj‡q †`Lv n‡”Q, wKš‘ MZ 18 gvm †`‡k MYZš¿ bv 
_vK‡jI Puv`vevwR wVKB P‡j‡Q| ZvB GwU ïay ivR‰bwZK mgm¨v 
bq, eis GKwU mvgvwRK †ivM; hv ̀ ~i Ki‡Z mevi GK n‡q KvR Kiv 
`iKvi|

•	 Ôwbe©vPb-cieZ©x AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZÕ ej‡Z ïay wbe©vP‡bi c‡ii 
Ae¯’v‡K †evSv‡bv nqwb| †h‡Kv‡bv mgq hw` AvBb-k„•Ljv ev evRvi 
e¨e¯’v `ye©j n‡q c‡o, Z‡e e¨emvi Rb¨ fv‡jv cwi‡ek _v‡K bv|

•	 e¨emvq †ek wKQz mgm¨v Av‡M †_‡KB wQj Ges †`‡ki A_©bxwZI 
cy‡ivcywi ¯^vfvweK MwZ‡Z PjwQj bv| ZvB AvR‡Ki GB Av‡jvPbv 
LyeB mg‡qvc‡hvMx I ¸iæZ¡c~Y©|

•	 AvBb-k„•Ljv Avi evRvi e¨e¯’v wVK _vKvUv MYZ‡š¿i Ici A‡bKLvwb 
wbf©i K‡i| †`‡k Avmj MYZš¿ bv _vK‡j GB `ywU †¶Î mwVKfv‡e 
KvR Ki‡Z cv‡i bv| gvby‡li Av¯’v evo‡j e¨emv-evwY‡R¨I MwZ 
wd‡i Av‡m|

•	 AvBb-k„•Ljv evwnbx B‡Zvg‡a¨ KvR ïiæ K‡i‡Q Ges Awfhv‡b 
A‡bK‡K †MÖßviI Kiv n‡q‡Q| Z‡e GK iv‡ZB me mgm¨vi mgvavb 
n‡q hv‡e, Ggb Avkv KivUv ev¯Íem¤§Z bq|

•	 ïay cÖkvmwbK e¨e¯’v w`‡q me n‡e bv, KvVv‡gvMZ cwieZ©b 
cÖ‡qvRb| DbœZ †`k¸‡jvi g‡Zv Avgv‡`i GLv‡bI ev¯ÍegyLx AvBb 
I wbqgKvbyb _vKv Lye Riæwi|

ÔÔe¨emv-evwYR¨ mnRxKi‡Y wbe©vPb-cieZ©x DbœZ AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ I  
myôy evRvi e¨e¯’vcbv eRvq ivLvi AZ¨vek¨KxqZvÓ kxl©K gZwewbgq mfv
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•	 GbweAv‡ii U¨vwid ev ïé bxwZ wbqwgZ LwZ‡q †`Lv `iKvi| 
e¨emvq †hb †Kv‡bv evowZ evav bv _v‡K Ges D‡`¨v³viv †hb mn‡R 
Zv‡`i KvR Pvwj‡q wb‡Z cv‡ib, †mUv wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 eZ©gvb miKvi gvby‡li Avkv Abyhvqx KvR Ki‡Q| mwVK ms¯‹v‡ii 
gva¨‡g AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZi Dbœqb, Puv`vevwR eÜ Ges e¨emvi 
Rb¨ GKwU w¯’wZkxj cwi‡ek ˆZwi Kiv m¤¢e|

•	 e¨emv-evwY‡R¨i DbœwZi Rb¨ AvBbk„•Ljv Avi evRvi e¨e¯’v wVK Kiv 
Acwinvh©| †`‡k MYZvwš¿K cwi‡ek wbwðZ n‡j GB KvR¸‡jv A‡bK 
mnR n‡q hv‡e|

•	 A_©bxwZ hw` me w`K w`‡q G‡Mvq, Z‡e ivRbxwZ Avi AvBb-k„•Ljv 
cwiw¯’wZiI DbœwZ n‡e| G‡Z wbqg ewnf©‚Z ev A‰ea KvR A‡bK 
K‡g Avm‡e|

•	 miKvi‡K `ªæZ e¨emv evwYR¨ msµvšÍ mgm¨v ms¯‹vi Kiv cÖ‡qvRb 
hv‡Z gvbyl e`jUv wb‡Ri †Pv‡L †`L‡Z cvq Ges Zv‡`i g‡b Av¯’v I 
Avkv ˆZwi nq|

cÖavb AwZw_ Rbve G GBP Gg Avnmvb-Gi e³e¨: 
•	 miKvwi I †emiKvwi Lv‡Zi mw¤§wjZ cÖ‡Póvi d‡j igRvb gv‡m 

wbZ¨c‡Y¨i evRvi †gvUvgywU w¯’wZkxj ev wbqš¿‡Y wQj|
•	 evRvi wVK ivL‡Z n‡j c‡Y¨i Pvwn`v Avi †RvMv‡bi g‡a¨ mwVK 

wgj _vKv Lye Riæwi| †mB mv‡_ evRvi msµvšÍ me Z_¨-DcvË 
wVKVvKfv‡e Rgv ivLv Ges †m¸‡jv hvPvB-evQvB KivI `iKvi|

•	 e¨emv Kivi g‡Zv fv‡jv cwi‡ek _vK‡j D‡`¨v³v‡`i LiP K‡g hvq, 
hv wRwb‡mi `vg Kgv‡ZI BwZevPK f‚wgKv iv‡L|

•	 AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZi DbœwZi Rb¨ ïay cywjk bq, me ̄ Í‡ii gvby‡li 
mvnvh¨ cÖ‡qvRb| G Kv‡R mevB‡K GwM‡q Avm‡Z n‡e|

•	 beMwVZ miKvi AvBb-k„•Ljv wbwðZ Ki‡Z AviI my`„p c`‡¶c 
MÖnY Kiv cÖ‡qvRb hv mvgvwRK w¯’wZkxjZv I Dbœq‡b mnvqK n‡e|

mycvwikgvjv
•	 AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ AviI kw³kvjx Ki‡Z Kvh©Ki c`‡¶c MÖnY 

Kiv DwPZ, hv‡Z e¨emv I wewb‡qv‡Mi Rb¨ wbivc` cwi‡ek wbwðZ 
nq|

•	 Puv`vevwR, `yb©xwZ I cÖkvmwbK nqivwb e‡Ü K‡Vvi e¨e¯’v MÖnY Kiv 
cÖ‡qvRb Ges Awf‡hvM `ªæZ wb®úwËi e¨e¯’v Pvjy Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 evRvi e¨e¯’vcbv I mieivn †PBb kw³kvjx Ki‡Z miKvwi I 
†emiKvwi Lv‡Zi mgš^q e„w× Kiv DwPZ|

•	 bxwZ cÖYq‡b ¯^”QZv I c~e©vbygvb‡hvM¨Zv wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e, hv‡Z 
e¨emvqxiv `xN©‡gqvw` cwiKíbv MÖnY Ki‡Z cv‡ib|

•	 wewb‡qvM AvKl©‡Y cÖvwZôvwbK e¨q nªvm I e¨emv mnRxKi‡Yi D‡`¨vM 
MÖnY Kiv cÖ‡qvRb|

•	 mswkøó gš¿Yvjq I AvBbk„•Ljv evwnbxi g‡a¨ mgš^q †Rvi`vi Ki‡Z 
n‡e, hv‡Z e¨emvwqK wbivcËv I w¯’wZkxjZv wbwðZ nq|

•	 hvbRU I AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZi Dbœqb Qvov e¨emv-evwY‡R¨i 
mnRxKiY m¤¢e bq, ZvB miKvi‡K G wel‡q ewjô I Kvh©Ki 
c`‡¶c MÖnY Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 `ªe¨g~j¨ wbqš¿‡Y ïay LyPiv ch©v‡q Awfhvb Pvjv‡j mydj cvIqv hv‡e 
bv; Drcv`b I Avg`vwbi ch©v‡qI bRi`vwi I Awfhvb cwiPvjbv 
Ki‡Z n‡e, hv‡Z g~j¨e„w×i g~j Drm wbqš¿Y Kiv hvq|

•	 f¨vU I U¨v· bxwZ‡Z mnbxq I e¨emvevÜe e¨e¯’v MÖnY Kiv cÖ‡qvRb, 
hv‡Z e¨emvqxiv ¯^v”Q‡›`¨ Kvh©µg cwiPvjbv Ki‡Z cv‡ib Ges Ki 
cwiwa ev‡o|

•	 evRv‡i Puv`vevwR I A‰ea e¨‡qi Kvi‡Y c‡Y¨i cwienb LiP e„w× 
cv‡”Q; GwU wbqš¿‡Y K‡Vvi AvBb cÖ‡qvM I cÖkvmwbK e¨e¯’v wbwðZ 
Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 †ijI‡q I †bŠ c‡_ cY¨ cwien‡b †hvM¨ wn‡m‡e Ggbfv‡e M‡o 
Zzj‡Z n‡e hv‡Z moKc‡_ †h Ab¨vh¨ fvov, Puv`vevwR I nqivwi nq 
Zv `ªæZ jvNe nq|

•	 mxgvšÍ I cwienb Lv‡Z A‡NvwlZ A_© Av`vq eÜ Ki‡Z n‡e, KviY 
Gme A`„k¨ e¨q c‡Y¨i g~‡j¨ mivmwi cÖfve †d‡j Ges †fv³vi Ici 
Pvc evovq|

•	 evRvi e¨e¯’vcbvq Z_¨wfwËK wm×všÍ MÖnY cÖ‡qvRb; wbZ¨cÖ‡qvRbxq 
c‡Y¨i mwVK Z_¨-DcvË msi¶Y I we‡kølY wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 wmwÛ‡KU cÖwZ‡iv‡a Avg`vwbi †¶‡Î mxwgZ msL¨K cÖwZôv‡bi 
cwie‡Z© AwaK msL¨K cÖK…Z e¨emvqx‡K Aby‡gv`b †`Iqv DwPZ, 
hv‡Z cÖwZ‡hvwMZv ev‡o Ges g~j¨ w¯’wZkxj _v‡K|

•	 hvbRU I UªvwdK e¨e¯’vi Dbœqb e¨emv cwiPvjbvi e¨q Kgv‡e; ZvB 
UªvwdK AeKvVv‡gv I e¨e¯’vcbvq AvaywbKxKiY cÖ‡qvRb|

•	 K…wl Drcv`‡b AwZwi³ mvi I KxUbvkK e¨env‡ii d‡j Avjyi 
¸YMZ gvb Kg‡Q; Drcv`b c×wZ Dbœqb I gvb wbqš¿‡Y K…lK, 
D‡`¨v³v I miKvwi ms¯’vi mgwš^Z D‡`¨vM cÖ‡qvRb|

•	 Avjy I Ab¨vb¨ K…wlc‡Y¨i g~j¨ cZ‡bi Kvi‡Y ¶wZMÖ¯Í K…lK‡`i 
Rb¨ †NvwlZ ¶wZc~iY `ªæZ ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z n‡e, hv‡Z K…lKiv 
Avw_©Kfv‡e cybiæ×vi n‡Z cv‡ib|

•	 AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ Dbœq‡b cywj‡ki cvkvcvwk RbM‡Yi mn‡hvwMZv 
cÖ‡qvRb; mvgvwRK m‡PZbZv e„w× Ges Puv`vevwR cÖwZ‡iv‡a mevB‡K 
f‚wgKv ivL‡Z n‡e|

•	 e¨emv-evwYR¨ I wewb‡qvM Av¯’v cybM©V‡b KvVv‡gvMZ ms¯‹vi 
Acwinvh©; cÖkvmwbK RwUjZv I `xN©m~wÎZv Kgv‡Z wWwRUvj I ¯^”Q 
†mev e¨e¯’v Pvjy Ki‡Z n‡e|

•	 evRv‡i b¨vh¨ cÖwZ‡hvwMZv wbwðZ Ki‡Z bxwZMZ ¯^”QZv I 
cÖwZ‡hvwMZv Kwgk‡bi Kvh©Ki f‚wgKv cÖ‡qvRb, hv‡Z wmwÛ‡KU I 
GK‡PwUqv evRvie¨e¯’v †iva Kiv hvq|

•	 A_©‰bwZK w¯’wZkxjZv I wewb‡qvM cwi‡ek Dbœq‡b miKvwi I 
†emiKvwi Lv‡Zi mgwš^Z D‡`¨vM Acwinvh©, hv `xN©‡gqv‡` Kg©ms¯’vb 
I cÖe„w× evov‡e|

•	 ms¯‹vi Kvh©µg `ªæZ ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Z n‡e, hv‡Z `„k¨gvb cwieZ©b 
Av‡m Ges RbM‡Yi g‡a¨ Av¯’v I Avkvi mÂvi nq|

•	 Puv`vevwR I AvBb-k„•Ljv msµvšÍ Awf‡hvM mn‡R I wbivc‡` 
Rvbv‡bvi Rb¨ GKwU wWwRUvj A¨vc Ges nUjvBb †mev Pvjy Kiv 
DwPZ, hv‡Z fz³‡fvMx wbf©‡q Awf‡hvM Ki‡Z cv‡i|

•	 wWwRUvj Awf‡hvM e¨e¯’vi gva¨‡g cÖvß Z_¨ we‡kølY K‡i cÖkvmb 
Kvh©Ki c`‡¶c MÖnY Ki‡Z cvi‡e, hv AvBb-k„•Ljv cwiw¯’wZ 
Dbœq‡b mnvqK n‡e| 
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The common modes of payment in international trade 
are Letters of Credit, prepayment, and payment against 
contract. Among these, documentary collection-used 
for payments against contracts offers a cost-effective 
alternative to the more rigid and expensive Letter of 
Credit system. These also include the deferred payment 
for a certain period. Bangladesh Bank, the central 
bank regulate the transaction of foreign exchange 
(FE). It issued circular no: FE Circular No. 33 Date: 
August 14, 2025 on Foreign Exchange Regulations 
regarding import transactions. The circular has detailed 
explanations on payment against supplier’s credit. 

In the clause no  29 (2) on heading “Submission of the 
authenticated copies of ‘Bill of Entry’ and ‘Certified 
Invoices’ mentioned that the Bill of entry against 
import on supplier’s credit (usance/DA)” term as 
follows: In case of import on supplier’s credit (usance/
DA) term, the prescribed period of four month for 
submission of bill of entry will be calculated from the 
date of acceptance of import documents. (3) Bill of 
entry against import on buyer’s credit/ external credit: 
In case of import under buyer’s credit/ external credit, 
submission of documentary evidence in support of 
imports will also be four months of payment by foreign 
lenders. 

In clause no 34 (1) on ‘Imports under purchases/sales 
contracts without LCs’ mentioned that in compliance 
with the provisions of foreign exchange regulations, 
Bank or Authorized Dealers (Ad) may allow eligible 
importers to import admissible items through contracts 
on usance basis under supplier’s/ buyer’s credit. The 
instructions to be followed for imports are outlined 
that (34-1- a) imports through the relevant purchases/
sales contracts needs to be submitted to designated 
ADs for onward submission to Bangladesh Bank 
online reporting portal.

The import under international trade in clause no 
3. Instructed that ADs shall observe best practices 
in accordance with applicable international trade 
rules such as Uniform Customs and Practice (UCP), 
Uniform Rules for Collections (URC), Incoterms, etc. 
ADs are required to follow the rules of prevailing UCP 
for issuing Letter of Credit (LC) against import trade. 

While executing admissible import transactions under 
sales contracts on documentary collection basis, ADs 
are advised to observe the latest version of URC. For 
use of INCOTERMS, AD shall consult with the Import 
Policy Order (IPO) in force. 

Central bank also careful about Payment behavior and 
issued framework for timely import payments. Clause 
no 42 (1) mentioned that ADs need to adhere strictly 
to their commitments with regard to import payments. 
Accordingly, ADs shall follow the payment behavior 
framework as outlined below: (a) Before issuing LCs, 
ADs shall ensure appropriate credit lines available for 
the respective importers; (b) Issuance of LCs on behalf 
of importers without underlying credit facilities is 
subject to adequate cashflows and prospective fund 
arrangements to cover import payments; (c) Usance 
import should be financed through buyer’s credit by 
offshore banking operations, or by the own fund of 
ADs in terms of paragraph 38 of this circular. (2) ADs 
are reminded to the fact that failure to settle payments 
on time is subject to punitive actions, including 
personal accountability to the officials responsible for 
the transactions. 

Central Bank believe that Non-payment of import bills 
on time tarnishes the image of the country’s banking 
system and disrupts a conducive environment for 
foreign trade by increasing its cost. In clause no 43 
regarding Payment of overdue accepted bills (foreign 
or local) it has been said that considering these issues, 
banks shall take the following measures to ensure 
prompt payment of overdue accepted bills (foreign 
or local): (1) A comprehensive action plan shall be 
taken after detailed review of overdue accepted bills 
(foreign or local), including analysis based on factors 
like ongoing litigation, presence of realization clauses, 
and classification as large industrial enterprises. (2) 
Branch-wise performance should be evaluated during 
the review. Branches with a high volume of overdue 
unpaid accepted bills (foreign or local) shall be brought 
under special monitoring arrangements. (3) If any bill 
under litigation is not payable, the supplier’s bank 
shall be informed accordingly. (4) While submitting 
the monthly report on overdue accepted bills (foreign 
or local), data shall be verified through the OIMS 
before submission.

Strict rule of deferred payment against import-contracts 
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In special cases, Central Bank may extend the time 
limit for submission of bill of entry etc. (Section 30) 
stating that  applications for extension of the time limit 
beyond four months in cases of genuine difficulties, 
such as delay in the arrival of the ship or difficulties 
in clearing the goods already landed at a port in 
Bangladesh etc. shall have to be forwarded to Foreign 
Exchange Operation Department (FEOD), Bangladesh 
Bank, Head Office or other offices for consideration 
mentioning clearly the concerned IMP Form No. & 
LC/contract no etc.

The clause 34 (5) specifically mentioned that ADs 
shall maintain records of import through contracts 
with relevant information including dates of maturity 
and settlement. Based on the records, ADs will notify 
importers to settle the liabilities before maturity. As 
usual, ADs shall comply with relevant instructions 
of foreign exchange transactions including reporting 
routine and other applicable regulations. Regarding 
reporting to the Central Bank under clause no 44 
(Documents to head offices/principal offices), All bills 
(foreign or local) submitted to AD branch, along with 
discrepancies and details of payments made, shall be 
preserved and sent monthly to the relevant department 
at the head office/principal office.

Moreover (clause no 5) ADs to maintain records of 
import through contracts with relevant information 
including dates of maturity and settlement. Based 
on the records, ADs will notify importers to settle 
the liabilities before maturity. As usual, ADs shall 
comply with relevant instructions of foreign exchange 

transactions including reporting routine and other 
applicable regulations.

Regarding Import on supplier’s credit/deferred 
payment basis cluse no 35 (1) Subject to compliance 
with other conditions laid down in this part and in the 
IPO in force, import is allowed on supplier’s credit/
deferred payment/usance basis in the following cases: 
(a) Industrial raw material imports for own use of 
industrial importers.

Central bank has strict policy as specified in the clause 
34 -1 (iv) that ADs shall not facilitate imports through 
purchases/sales contracts in case of any earlier such 
import payment remaining unsettled beyond maturity. 
The liability of the AD has been specified in the 
clause no 41 On Payment of import liability that ADs 
shall make payment of import liabilities as per their 
exposure/ acceptance on due date/ maturity. 

Payment delayed beyond 4 months from the date of Bill 
of Lading considered as offence under FE regulations 
and the Banker and the importers will face different 
punishments. Failure in settlement of import liability 
may result in punitive actions including revocation of 
AD license by Bangladesh Bank. Importers will not 
be allowed to import by keeping pending payment 
beyond the maximum 4 months. 
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Finance adviser Salehuddin Ahmed 
on February 3 said the next elected 
government would face major 
economic challenges despite the 
interim government’s efforts to 
stabilize the economy. “The interim 
government has tried to keep the 
economy relatively stable and has 
tackled many challenges. However, 
the challenges ahead are even 
bigger,” he said while addressing 
the Sonali Bank Annual Conference 
2026.

He acknowledged that the reforms 
undertaken so far were not sufficient 
but would be helpful for the next 
government. “But the challenges 
that lie ahead need to be handled 
more tactfully,” he added. Advising 
Sonali Bank officials to maintain 
professionalism during the tenure of 
an elected government, the finance 
adviser warned that political pressure 
would inevitably arise. “You cannot 
always say no directly. Instead, you 
need to develop negotiation skills and 
explain economic policies, banking 
laws, and audit norms,” he said, 
recommending dialogue and mutual 
understanding in loan disbursement 
decisions.

He also urged banks to prioritize 
small and medium enterprises 
over large business groups for loan 
disbursements, noting that SMEs 
play a crucial role in employment 
generation. “They deserve more 
credit support, while loans to large 
businesses involve higher risks,” 
he said. Speaking as a special 
guest, Bangladesh Bank governor 
Ahsan H Mansur said state-owned 
commercial banks were capable of 
disbursing loans but had consistently 
failed to recover those on time due 
to weaknesses in borrower selection.

He said if loans were disbursed after 
proper assessment and selection of 
borrowers, the risk of those becoming 

non-performing would remain 
minimal. However, prolonged 
regulatory restrictions on state-
owned banks had created excessive 
caution in lending operations, 
resulting in poor loan recovery 
performance, he also said. Mansur 
noted that due to these constraints, 
loan flows had to be kept limited 
in the past. He added that even 
before 2000, lending by state-owned 
banks remained restricted, which 
he described as an unsustainable 
business model. Collecting deposits 
without channeling them effectively 
into the broader economy would 
limit a bank’s overall contribution, he 
said.

While Sonali Bank was currently 
disbursing loans cautiously, he 
emphasized that the time had come 
to expand lending activities more 
boldly. Highlighting sectoral gaps, 
the governor said although consumer 
lending and housing finance were 
globally significant sectors, state-
owned banks in Bangladesh had 
failed to play a meaningful role in 
these areas. He pointed out that 
despite strong potential, progress in 
consumer lending remained limited, 
leaving ample room for expansion. 
Stressing the need to transform 
Sonali Bank into a fully commercial 
institution, Mansur said the bank was 
currently operating under a partially 
commercial framework. He called 

for broader adoption of commercial 
banking principles to ensure 
profitability and sustainability. The 
governor added that the government 
would grant Sonali Bank greater 
autonomy to operate under true 
commercial principles, and he hoped 
future governments would continue 
this policy.

He also urged the bank to take effective 
initiatives to boost remittance inflows 
and facilitate exports further to build 
up the stock of foreign currencies. 
At the event, Sonali Bank chairman 
Mohammad Muslim Chowdhury 
stressed the need for greater 
autonomy under the bank’s new PLC 
structure. He said the board should 
be given the authority to appoint and 
remove the managing director to 
ensure corporate governance. “Hold 
the board accountable. Evaluate 
performance and make changes 
accordingly,” he urged government 
officials.

Currently, appointments and 
promotions of managing directors 
and senior officials at state-owned 
banks are made by the government. 
Sonali Bank managing director Md 
Shawkat Ali Khan said the bank 
aimed to reduce its default loan ratio 
to 10–12 percent by this year and 
bring it down to a single digit next 
year. Once the non-performing loan 
ratio reached 9 percent, he said, 

Bigger economic challenges await next govt: Salehuddin
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the bank would focus on expanding 
export financing. Sonali Bank, the 
country’s largest bank with 1,234 
branches, including two overseas 
ones, reported an operating profit of 
Tk 80.17 billion in 2025, which was 
Tk 23.22 billion higher than in 2024.

During the same period, deposits 
rose to Tk 1.79 trillion, an increase 
of Tk 150 billion from the previous 
year. Loan disbursements also 
increased by Tk 55.0 billion on a 
year-on-year basis, bringing the total 
outstanding loans to Tk 1.05 trillion. 
Finance secretary Md Khairuzzaman 
Mozumder and Financial Institutions 
Division secretary Nazma Mobarek 
also spoke at the inaugural session of 
the bank’s annual conference r

Export faces global 
economic headwinds, 
domestic challenges: 
experts
Bangladesh’s export sector is 
navigating a difficult transition as 
weak global demand coincides with 
domestic political and economic 
pressures. However, a sharp rebound 
in recent months is raising hopes 
of stabilization. Export earnings in 
the first seven months of the current 
fiscal year fell 1.93 percent year on 
year to $28.41 billion, according 
to data from the Export Promotion 
Bureau, down from $28.96 billion in 
the same period a year earlier.

The decline reflects sluggish 
demand in major Western markets 
and disruptions linked to political 
change at home. Yet December and 
January figures point to a potential 
turning point. Exports in January 
2026 reached $4.41 billion, only 0.5 
percent lower than a year earlier, but 
up 11.22 percent from December’s 
$3.96 billion, signaling renewed 
momentum. “Exports in the last two 
months show a shining future as 
global trade conditions are gradually 
improving,” said Zahid Hussain, 
former lead economist at the World 
Bank’s Dhaka office. He noted that 
exporters continue to face domestic 
challenges, including uninterrupted 
energy supply and labor unrest, 
which remain critical constraints for 
the manufacturing sector.

At the same time, global trade 
remains unsettled by geopolitical 
tensions and trade policy uncertainty, 
including the impact of United States 
President Donald Trump’s trade 
war. Major global suppliers have 
adopted a wait-and-see approach as 
consumers in the United States and 
the European Union struggle with 
high living costs and job losses.

The ready-made garments sector 
has once again emerged as the 
backbone of Bangladesh’s export 
performance. Ready-made garments 
earnings rose 11.77 percent year on 
year to $22.98 billion during July–

January, accounting for about 81 
percent of total exports. Sustained 
global demand and improved 
factory efficiency helped the sector 
offset weakness elsewhere. Other 
export segments showed mixed 
results. Leather and leather goods, 
jute and home textiles recorded 
improvements in January, while agro-
processed products and frozen fish 
lagged behind, failing to match the 
apparel sector’s growth.

The United States remained 
Bangladesh’s largest export 
destination, with earnings of $5.21 
billion in the July–January period, 
up 1.64 percent. Germany ranked 
second with $2.85 billion, followed 
by the United Kingdom at $2.77 
billion. Economists attribute the 
overall export dip to several factors. 
Slowing consumption and high 
inflation in Europe during the latter 
half of 2025 dampened demand for 
non-essential goods.

Domestically, a massive student-
led movement and a subsequent 
change in government in mid-2024 
disrupted supply chains through 
factory closures, transport strikes and 
port congestion, with spillover effects 
into the current fiscal year. Energy 
shortages also weighed heavily 
on production. Persistent gas and 
electricity constraints in late 2025 
raised costs and hurt competitiveness, 
particularly for small and medium-
sized exporters. In addition, a strong 
post-pandemic rebound in the 2025 
fiscal year created a high comparison 
base, making current performance 
appear weaker.

Analysts say the recent month-
on-month rebound could mark a 
turning point. With the exchange 
rate stabilized at around Tk 122 per 
dollar and continued momentum in 
ready-made garments and leather, 
export performance for the full 
fiscal year could end stronger than 
early data suggested. Still, longer-
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term risks remain. “Depending on 
a single product, it is very difficult 
to increase exports,” said M Masrur 
Reaz, chairman and founder of Policy 
Exchange Bangladesh.

He warned that Bangladesh must 
accelerate product diversification, 
particularly as apparel exports face 
tariff challenges in the United States 
market. Rising living costs in Western 
economies are reshaping consumer 
behavior and limiting purchasing 
power, he added, reinforcing the 
need for innovation and a broader 
export base to ensure sustainable 
growth r

Merchandise exports post 
negative growth in July–
January
Merchandise export earnings during 
the first seven months of the 2025–
26 fiscal year sustained negative 
growth due to a fall in garment 
shipments. Bangladesh’s single-
month merchandise export earnings 
in January 2026, for the sixth 
consecutive month on a year-on-
year basis, also registered negative 
growth compared to the same month 
in 2025, according to data released 
recently by the Export Promotion 
Bureau.

Bangladesh fetched $28.41 billion 
during the July–January period of 
the fiscal year 2026, reflecting a 
1.93 percent year-on-year negative 
growth, compared to $28.96 billion 
in the corresponding period of the 
last fiscal year. In January 2026, the 
country’s export earnings stood at 
$4.41 billion, which was slightly, or 
0.50 percent, lower than the earnings 
of $4.43 billion in January 2025, 
according to Export Promotion Bureau 
data. Exports began witnessing year-
on-year negative growth in August 
2025, when the country recorded a 
2.93 percent fall.

This was followed by declines of 4.61 
percent, 7.43 percent, 5.58 percent 
and 14.25 percent in September, 
October, November and December, 
respectively. Of the total January 
earnings, ready-made garments 
fetched $3.61 billion, logging a 1.35 
percent negative growth compared to 
the same month of 2025, the Export 
Promotion Bureau data revealed r

Central bank keeps policy 
rate at 10pc as inflation 
risks persist
Bangladesh Bank maintained a tight 
monetary stance for the second half 
of the 2025–26 fiscal year, keeping 
the policy rate unchanged at 10 
percent, as the central bank seeks 
to contain inflation while pushing 
lenders for increasing private sector 
credit. Governor Ahsan H Mansur 
unveiled the January–June monetary 
policy on February 9, 2026 at a press 
conference at the central bank’s 
headquarters in Motijheel, marking 
the final policy statement under the 
interim government.

While key interest rates were left 
unchanged, the central bank cut 
the standing deposit facility rate 
by 50 basis points to 7.5 percent 
from 8 percent, a move aimed at 
discouraging banks from parking 
excess liquidity with the central 
bank and encouraging lending 

and interbank market activity. The 
standing lending facility rate was 
maintained at 11.50 percent, reports 
UNB.

Keeping money at the central bank 
is now less profitable, Mansur 
said, explaining that the reduction 
is intended to push banks toward 
private sector credit and the interbank 
market. Bangladesh Bank said 
inflation, although easing in recent 
months, remains above its 7 percent 
target and warned of renewed price 
pressures stemming from higher 
spending ahead of national elections 
and Ramadan, seasonal increases in 
essential commodity prices, and the 
possible implementation of a new 
public sector salary structure.

“Lowering the policy rate at this 
moment could put pressure on the 
taka and reignite import-driven 
inflation,” the governor said. The 
banking sector has shown signs of 
recovery in deposits, with growth 
rising from below 7 percent in August 
2024 to 11 percent by December 
2025. However, officials noted a 
“flight to quality,” as depositors 
increasingly favor banks with 
stronger reputations. At the same 
time, non-performing loans surged 
to 36 percent as of September 2025. 
The central bank attributed the jump 
to the adoption of international 
standards requiring stricter loan 
classification and reporting.
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Bangladesh’s external position 
has strengthened, supported by a 
stabilized foreign exchange market. 
Foreign exchange reserves increased 
to $33.2 billion in December 2025 
from $25.6 billion in August 2024. 
For the first time in years, the central 
bank has not sold any dollars from its 
reserves since August 2024. Instead, 
it purchased $4.3 billion from the 
interbank market in the fiscal year 
2026. Bangladesh Bank also cleared 
$3.5 billion in overdue payments 
to foreign lenders, a move it said 
significantly boosted international 
confidence in the economy.

The press conference was attended by 
deputy governors Habibur Rahman 
and Nurun Nahar, along with the 
head of the Bangladesh Financial 
Intelligence Unit and other senior 
executive directors r

Bangladesh, Japan to 
boost jobs, investment: 
Commerce Adviser
Bangladesh’s Economic Partnership 
Agreement with Japan is poised to 
unlock wide-ranging employment 
opportunities for Bangladeshi 
workers particularly in nursing 
and caregiving—while attracting 
fresh Japanese investment into the 
country’s expanding services sector, 
commerce adviser Sk Bashir Uddin 
said on February 10, 2026.

The landmark deal is also expected to 
help Japan mitigate labor shortages in 
its production industries and deepen 
bilateral economic integration, he 
said at a press briefing following 
the signing ceremony held at the 
commerce ministry. Commerce 
secretary Mahbubur Rahman 
and senior ministry officials were 
present. Describing the agreement 
as a major step towards economic 
liberalization, the commerce adviser 
said 7,379 Bangladeshi products 
would enjoy duty-free entry into 

the Japanese market. In return, 
Bangladesh has offered duty-free or 
preferential access to 1,039 Japanese 
products, facilitating a greater inflow 
of technology-intensive goods and 
industrial inputs.

Bangladesh will gradually open its 
market to selected Japanese goods 
over a transition period of five to 
15 years. Replying to a question 
on possible revenue erosion, Sk 
Bashir Uddin termed the impact 
“insignificant.” “The agreement 
may cause a revenue loss of only 
Tk 200 million, which is negligible 
compared to the broader economic 
gains,” he said. He highlighted the 
swift conclusion of negotiations, 
noting that Bangladesh secured the 
partnership within a year, whereas 
similar deals had taken neighboring 
countries 15 to 20 years.

“Japan is among the world’s top 
five economies, and concluding an 
agreement in such a short time is a 
remarkable achievement,” he added. 
Commerce secretary Mahbubur 
Rahman said the agreement, the 
first with a developed country, was 
strategically designed to cushion 
Bangladesh against potential market 
access challenges after its graduation 
from least developed country status 
in November 2026.

“The agreement is broader and 
deeper than a conventional free 
trade agreement and will come 
into force once ratified by the 

Japanese Parliament,” he said. On 
domestic issues, the commerce 
adviser expressed optimism 
about commodity supply during 
the upcoming Ramadan, saying 
adequate stocks of essential items 
had been imported and the market 
was expected to remain more stable 
than last year.

Responding to concerns over 
labor unrest at Chattogram Port, 
Sk Bashir said he hoped the newly 
elected government would ensure 
uninterrupted port operations to avert 
market volatility. He dismissed reports 
that 600 cargo vessels were stranded 
at sea as “inaccurate.” In another 
development, the adviser disclosed 
that Bangladesh was set to sign a 
customs cooperation agreement with 
the United States, with details to be 
announced on February 10, 2026. 
Officials said the twin initiatives—
the Japan agreement and the United 
States customs accord—signal 
Dhaka’s intensified efforts to diversify 
trade partnerships and strengthen its 
post-LDC economic footing.

Bangladesh and Japan signed the 
landmark Economic Partnership 
Agreement in Tokyo. Commerce 
adviser Sk Bashir Uddin and Japan’s 
state minister for foreign affairs Horii 
Iwao inked the deal at a ceremony 
in the Japanese capital. Commerce 
secretary Mahbubur Rahman, 
Bangladesh ambassador to Japan 
Md Daud Ali, Japan’s ambassador 
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to Bangladesh Saida Shinichi, and 
senior officials from both countries 
were present at the signing ceremony, 
according to a press release issued by 
the Press Information Department r

H1 capital machinery 
imports drop 16.06pc to 
$904.59m
Bangladesh’s capital machinery 
imports sustained another 16.06 
percent fall in the first half of the 
2025–26 fiscal year, signaling a 
deepening crisis in private sector 
confidence and ongoing investment 
stagnation, according to sources. The 
import value of capital machinery 
declined to $904.59 million during 
the July–December period of the 
fiscal year 2026 compared to $1.077 
billion in the matching period of the 
last fiscal year, Bangladesh Bank 
statistics showed.

Analysts have attributed such 
a persistent declining trend in 
capital machinery to the country’s 
prevailing sluggish investment 
situation and slower industrial 
expansion. Although the settlements 
for machinery imports remained 
down, some recent data showed 
a slight uptrend in the opening of 
fresh letters of credit for the same in 
the early months of the fiscal year. 
According to the Bangladesh Bank 
data, although local importers had 
opened letters of credit at a higher 
rate in the first half of this fiscal 
year, their settlements ultimately 
showed a negative trajectory over the 
corresponding period of the previous 
year.

Local investors opened letters of 
credit worth $1.079 billion during 
the July–December period of the 
current fiscal year 2026, about 23.64 
percent up from $872.82 million in 
the corresponding period of the fiscal 
year 2025. Bangladesh Bank officials 
and economists say that since the 

country’s investment has not picked 
up at the expected level during the 
interim government, the rate of 
capital machinery imports remained 
on a negative trajectory.

They also believe that imports of 
basic machinery for investment 
would increase with the new political 
government taking office after 
the national elections, scheduled 
for February 12. According to 
businesspeople, sluggishness in the 
country’s economic activities still 
persists, hurting business expansion 
and employment badly. Economic 
analysts and industry insiders suggest 
that the contraction is a direct 
reflection of a weak investment 
climate.

Meanwhile, the import of intermediate 
goods also declined by 13.05 percent 
to $1.91 billion during the first half 
of the current fiscal year from $2.199 
billion in the corresponding period 
of the fiscal year 2025 as there are 
some slowdowns in secondary 
manufacturing like yarn, chemicals 
and accessories. The import of raw 
materials remained almost stable 
during the first half of this fiscal year 
as goods worth $1.188 billion were 
imported during the July–December 
period of the current fiscal year 
compared to $1.191 billion in the 
same period of the last fiscal year as 
existing factories were still running 
and meeting their existing orders.

Bankers said despite having a stable 

foreign exchange rate and adequate 
dollar liquidity, entrepreneurs are 
still hesitant to go for new projects 
or factory expansions. Besides, with 
the policy rate elevated to combat 
inflation, the cost of borrowing has 
surged, making large-scale industrial 
investments less viable, according 
to them. Businesses further said 
prevailing concerns over the steady 
supply of gas and electricity have 
discouraged many entrepreneurs 
from setting up new manufacturing 
units.

Many investors have adopted a “wait-
and-see” approach, delaying their 
capital-intensive decisions until the 
political and regulatory environment 
shows more long-term predictability, 
they said. The decline in capital 
machinery—which includes factory 
equipment, production lines and 
industrial tools—is often seen as a 
leading indicator of future economic 
health. While other sectors like 
remittance and garment exports 
showed resilience, stagnation in the 
manufacturing sector could slow 
down the country’s overall GDP 
growth, which the World Bank 
recently projected at 4.6 percent for 
the current fiscal year.

Without a rebound in capital 
machinery imports, the country 
may face challenges in maintaining 
its industrial competitiveness as it 
prepares for its graduation from least 
developed country status in late 
2026, they said. 
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Meanwhile, capital machinery 
import plummeted by 25.41 percent 
in the 2025 fiscal year to $1.745 
billion from $2.34 billion in the 2024 
fiscal year, according to the central 
bank data. 

Because of the steady rise in foreign 
exchange reserves, commercial 
banks are not showing any reluctance 
to open letters of credit for the import 
of all goods on demand, according to 
central bankers r

Central bank relaxes down 
payment policy for affected 
borrowers
Bangladesh Bank has relaxed its down 
payment requirements to provide 
a strategic breather for struggling 
businesses, allowing affected 
borrower institutions to pay half of 
their required down payment initially 
to facilitate financial reorganization. 
According to a directive issued 
recently by the Banking Regulation 
and Policy Department of Bangladesh 
Bank, eligible institutions are now 
permitted to pay 50 percent of their 
required down payment at the time 
of application, with the remainder 
due at a later date.

The new measure acts as a significant 
relaxation of the loan rescheduling 
and exit strategies previously 
established under BRPD Circular No 
07/2025 and BRPD Circular Letter 

No 26/2025. This liquidity-support 
measure is specifically designed for 
institutions seeking reorganization 
under these foundational frameworks. 
Under the 50/50 rule, affected 
borrowers must provide 50 percent 
of the pre-determined down payment 
amount alongside their initial 
application. Financing institutions 
are then tasked with collecting the 
remaining 50 percent of the down 
payment within the subsequent six 
months.

This staggered structure aims to 
alleviate immediate cash flow 
pressures on industrial and business 
sectors while ensuring a clear path to 
repayment. The central bank has also 
introduced a provision for institutions 
that have already received policy 
support but have been unable to 
execute it due to logical reasons. 

To ensure these reorganization 
efforts are not derailed by practical 
constraints, scheduled banks and 
financing institutions are now 
authorized to extend the pre-
determined implementation timelines 
for an additional three months. This 
extension provides a crucial window 
for borrowers to complete necessary 
reorganization steps that were 
previously hindered.

On the matter of interest waivers, 
the central bank reaffirmed the 
autonomy of individual financing 
institutions. Decisions regarding 
the waiver of interest must be made 

by the board of directors of the 
respective institution. Bangladesh 
Bank emphasized that such decisions 
must be grounded in existing internal 
policies and the established banker-
customer relationship, ensuring that 
the concessions remain within a 
professional regulatory framework 
rather than being subject to 
centralized pressure r

NBR publishes HS code-
based import data
The National Board of Revenue has 
started regularly publishing HS code-
based import data on its website to 
enhance transparency and facilitate 
easier access to trade-related 
information for the general public. 

According to a National Board 
of Revenue press release issued 
recently, the initiative has been 
taken in response to long-standing 
demands from young entrepreneurs, 
students, investors, trade researchers, 
businesspeople, journalists and 
analysts seeking reliable and 
accessible import data.

The National Board of Revenue 
recently published HS code-based 
data on goods imported under 
commercial and bonded facilities for 
December 2025 on its official website 
under the Customs section of the 
publication portal. The data include 
detailed information on the quantity, 
weight and value of imported goods, 
classified according to internationally 
recognized HS codes. 

The regular publication of import 
data is expected to make access 
to trade information more open, 
transparent and user-friendly. It 
will also enable entrepreneurs, 
researchers, academics, journalists 
and policymakers to use dependable 
data for analysis and decision-
making r
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India growth slips to 7.8pc, but still leads major nations
India’s economic growth slowed in 
the October–December quarter as 
government spending and private 
investment eased, but the South Asian 
nation remained the world’s fastest 
growing major economy, helped by 
strong consumption. The economy 
grew 7.8 percent in October–
December from a year earlier under 
a new data series, slowing from 8.4 
percent expansion in the previous 
quarter.

The Indian government’s projections 
under the new data series marginally 
boosted growth for the fiscal year 
ending March 31. The economy is 
estimated to grow by 7.6 percent in 
the fiscal year 2026, the National 
Statistics Office said. It had been 
forecast to grow by 7.4 percent under 
the old data series. For the fiscal 
year 2027, the country’s projected 
economic growth has been revised to 
7 percent–7.4 percent under the new 
series, said chief economic adviser V 
Anantha Nageswaran after the data 
was released. In his annual report 
released last month, the economy was 
projected to grow at 6.8 percent–7.2 
percent for the fiscal year 2027. The 
South Asian nation will comfortably 
cross the $4 trillion mark in the next 
fiscal year, Nageswaran said.

For much of the current fiscal year, 
India’s economy has contended with 
uncertainty from tariffs, which have 
weighed on exports. In response, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
administration accelerated domestic 
reforms, including cutting consumer 
taxes on hundreds of items and 
pushing ahead with long-delayed 
labor reforms. Earlier this month, 
New Delhi reached an interim 
agreement with Washington that 
reduces effective tariffs to 18 percent, 
easing trade tensions, although the 
deal has yet to be formally signed.

The United States Supreme Court’s 

order striking down President Donald 
Trump’s global tariffs may improve 
India’s trade position in its upcoming 
interim negotiations. Meanwhile, 
Trump has announced a temporary 
10 percent duty on all nations, 
including India, and promised to 
raise it to 15 percent. Despite those 
pressures, private consumption 
remained strong, expanding by 8.7 
percent year on year in the October–
December period compared with an 
8 percent expansion in the previous 
quarter. Government spending rose 
4.7 percent year on year in October–
December, down from a 6.6 percent 
increase in the previous quarter while 
private investment grew 7.8 percent, 
lower than the 8.4 percent growth a 
quarter ago.

Manufacturing grew by 13.3 percent 
in the third quarter, compared with 
13.2 percent a quarter ago. Financial 
services and hospitality sectors held 
strong. Growth in farm output, a sector 
that employs more than 40 percent of 
the workforce, slowed to 1.4 percent 
in the third quarter of the current 
fiscal year from 2.3 percent a quarter 
ago. “Service sector performance 
signals a strong lift, besides double-
digit growth in manufacturing,” 
said Radhika Rao, economist at 
Singapore-headquartered DBS Bank. 
“The October–December quarter 
also benefited from indirect tax 

rationalization and festive demand, 
in addition to a better faring rural 
farm sector,” Rao said.

As India’s growth has remained 
strong, rating agency ICRA expects 
the central bank to keep rates on hold, 
with inflation likely to rise temporarily, 
its chief economist Aditi Nayar said. 
The Reserve Bank of India kept its 
key repo rate unchanged earlier 
this month. India has overhauled its 
statistical framework this year, first 
updating the consumer price index 
and now revising the GDP series to 
better reflect structural changes in 
the economy. As part of the changes, 
the government has widened its data 
sources to include goods and services 
tax filings, corporate financial returns 
and digital platform data to improve 
coverage of economic activity. At 
the core of the GDP overhaul is the 
shift to adopting more granular price 
deflation to improve accuracy. Until 
now, it largely deflated only input 
prices, with heavy reliance on the 
wholesale price index.

The changes are expected to address 
concerns raised by the International 
Monetary Fund last year over India’s 
national accounts methodology, 
including the outdated 2011–12 base 
year and reliance on wholesale prices, 
for which it gave the framework a “C” 
rating r
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Pakistan consumer 
confidence rises by     
4pp in 2 years: survey

Consumer confidence in Pakistan has 
risen by 4 percentage points from 
31.5 to 35.5 over the last two years, 
which highlights improving public 
optimism under the government’s 
tenure, Ipsos market research firm 
said in a recent survey. The survey 
was conducted through computer-
assisted telephonic interviews and 
included more than a thousand 
participants from all provinces and 
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan 
regions on February 2–14.

It comes at a time when Pakistan 
has undergone a difficult period of 
stabilization, though international 
rating agencies have acknowledged 
improvements after Islamabad began 
implementing structural reforms as 
part of its $7 billion International 
Monetary Fund program. 

The Ipsos survey revealed a 
“measurable” improvement in 
Pakistan’s economic sentiment, 
marked by a decline in inflation 
alongside notable reductions in 
poverty and unemployment, since 
the current government took charge 
two years ago.

“These findings point to a clear two-
year transformation in the consumer 
confidence index, demonstrating 

the perceived impact of consistent 
governance and policy measures,” 
read the key takeout in the survey. 
“Sustained performance, coupled 
with transparent communication 
of achievements, will be essential 
to maintain momentum, reinforce 
optimism and support further 
improvements in economic 
confidence.”

Four in 10 Pakistanis believed the 
country is on the right track, with 
optimism higher among men, while 
confidence in the country’s direction 
being right increased more than three 
times, from 12 percent to 40 percent, 
since the government came to power, 
according to the survey. 

Economic concerns remained most 
worrying, but their quantum fell 
drastically across all issues since 
the first quarter of 2024. Inflation 
has dropped by 23 percent, 
unemployment by 10 percent, 
poverty by 20 percent, electricity 
prices by 34 percent and the burden 
of additional taxes was reduced by 18 
percent in the first quarter of 2026 as 
compared to the first quarter of 2024.

“One in 3 Pakistanis expect the 
economy to strengthen,” the survey 
read. “Confidence to invest has 
grown steadily over two years, rising 
from 11 percent to 16 percent, with 
even stronger optimism among urban 
residents” r

Robust Sri Lanka export 
signals positive outlook 
for 2026

Sri Lanka’s export sector began 2026 
on a strong momentum, recording 
a robust year-on-year growth of 
13.71 percent, signaling renewed 
momentum in external trade 
performance. According to statistics 
released by Sri Lanka Customs, 
together with estimated export figures 
for gems and jewelry, petroleum 
products and services, total export 
earnings reached $1,532.6 million. 
The encouraging performance 
reflects broad-based growth across 
key export sectors, improving global 
demand conditions and sustained 
national efforts to enhance export 
competitiveness at the outset of the 
year.

Commenting on this achievement, 
Mangala Wijesinghe, chairman and 
chief executive officer of the Sri Lanka 
Export Development Board, stated 
that “Sri Lanka’s export earnings 
for January 2026 reached $1,532.6 
million, reflecting a strong year-on-
year growth of 13.71 percent and 
a promising start toward achieving 
our annual export targets. This 
performance highlights the resilience 
and growing competitiveness of the 
country’s export sector, supported 
by the gradual recovery of key 
international markets, sustained 
industrial capacity and the continued 
implementation of strategic export 
development initiatives. We remain 
confident that, with focused policy 
support and market diversification 
efforts, Sri Lanka is well positioned 
to maintain this positive momentum 
throughout 2026.”

In January 2026, merchandise 
exports recorded a year-on-year 
growth of 10.66 percent, reaching 
$1,165.02 million, according to 
provisional data released by Sri 
Lanka Customs, including estimated 
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figures for gems and jewelry and 
petroleum products. This steady 
expansion reflects improved demand 
across key product categories and 
the strengthening performance of the 
industrial export sector.

Meanwhile, services export earnings 
for January 2026 are estimated to 
have increased significantly by 24.59 
percent, reaching $367.55 million. 
This strong growth highlights the 
rising importance of Sri Lanka’s 
knowledge-based economy and its 
expanding contribution to overall 
national export earnings. The 
services sector, comprising ICT/BPM, 
construction, financial services and 
transport and logistics, continues 
to play a pivotal role in diversifying 
the country’s export basket while 
generating high-value employment 
opportunities nationwide, further 
reinforcing Sri Lanka’s transition 
toward a more innovation-driven and 
services-oriented economy.

Most export sectors recorded notable 
year-on-year increases in January 
2026. Tea exports, which accounted 
for 12.8 percent of total merchandise 
exports, increased by 8.11 percent 
to $121.84 million, driven primarily 
by higher earnings from bulk 
tea and tea packets. In terms of 
volume, tea exports grew by 6.9 
percent. Key markets such as Turkey, 
Russia and Saudi Arabia recorded 
significant increases of 120.95 

percent, 8.84 percent and 11.24 
percent, respectively. Coconut-based 
products also recorded a strong 
performance, with export earnings 
increasing 30.69 percent year on 
year in January 2026. Within this 
sector, earnings from coconut kernel 
products increased by 43.32 percent, 
while coconut shell products grew 
by 46.87 percent, reflecting strong 
global demand and enhanced value 
addition.

Among coconut kernel products, 
January 2026 exports showed 
substantial gains: coconut oil, 
coconut milk powder, coconut cream 
and liquid coconut milk compared to 
January 2025. Meanwhile, earnings 
from activated carbon, a key coconut 
shell product, increased by 39.51 
percent, reaching $20.34 million, 
underscoring the sector’s expanding 
contribution to Sri Lanka’s export 
earnings.

Export earnings from rubber 
and rubber-based products have 
increased by 3.88 percent year on 
year to $77.97 million in January 
2026, driven by strong growth in 
pneumatic and retreaded rubber tires 
and tubes, which increased by 18.61 
percent. The food and beverages 
sector recorded a significant 25.29 
percent year-on-year increase, 
reaching $52.31 million, with 
processed foods contributing the 
largest share of growth.

Electrical and electronics 
components showed remarkable 
growth, with earnings rising 50.79 
percent to $42.93 million, led by a 
73.49 percent increase in exports of 
insulated wires and cables. Seafood 
exports surged 66.55 percent year on 
year to $29.43 million, boosted by 
higher shipments of frozen fish and 
fresh fish. Ornamental fish exports 
also recorded a significant growth of 
70.06 percent to $2.67 million r

Nepal’s economy after 
Gen Z protest
Nepal’s youth-led protests in 
September 2025 did more than 
upend the established political 
order. They triggered a quieter, but 
equally consequential, economic 
shock. Protesters vandalized public 
and private property, causing 
investment confidence to falter. Three 
months later, Nepal has avoided 
macroeconomic instability. But 
investors, firms, and young workers 
remain uncertain about the country’s 
economic direction.

This tension between relative 
stability and lagging confidence 
defines the aftermath of the Gen Z 
protests. The Nepal Rastra Bank has 
struck a cautiously optimistic tone, 
pointing to restored law and order, 
accommodative monetary policy, 
and relief measures for affected 
businesses. External indicators 
appear encouraging remittance 
inflows are rising strongly, foreign 
exchange reserves remain high, 
and inflation has eased. Business 
sentiment tells a different story. The 
Federation of Nepalese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry has warned 
that private sector confidence has 
fallen to historic lows. Foreign direct 
investment is hovering below 1 
percent of GDP. Private sector credit 
growth signals weak productive 
expansion, as firms hold back amid 
political uncertainty and fragile 
enforcement of property rights r
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Stronger-than-expected AI-related 
electronics demand, an unexpectedly 
large pharmaceutical order, and 
the financial services sector did the 
heavy lifting. Singapore has raised 
its GDP growth range estimates this 
year to 2 to 4 percent, from an earlier 
1 to 3 percent, on an improved 
outlook where AI-led growth is seen 
to continue into 2026. In the final 
quarter last year, Singapore’s GDP 

was up 6.9 percent year on year, 
a pickup from 4.6 percent in the 
preceding third quarter, as stronger-
than-expected AI-related electronics 
demand, an unexpectedly large 
pharmaceutical order, and the 
financial services sector did the 
heavy lifting.

This brings growth for the whole of 
2025 to 5 percent, slightly lower 

than 5.3 percent managed in 2024 
but higher than the earlier forecast 
of 4 percent given last November. 
According to the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry on February 10, 2026, the 
global economy has outperformed 
expectations, with most major 
economies turning in stronger-than-
expected growth in the fourth quarter 
of 2025.

China economy’s weak start bolsters case for early easing
China’s economy stumbled into the 
new year, bolstering the case for 
Beijing to ramp up policy support in 
coming weeks as strong exports failed 
to offset weak domestic demand. 
Official purchasing managers’ 
indexes released over the weekend 
suggested an unexpected and broad 
slowdown in January, with activity 
in the non-manufacturing sector 
contracting at the worst pace since 
late 2022. While a private gauge 
published recently showed a more 
encouraging sign for export-oriented 
manufacturing firms last month, the 
data reflects a lopsided economy 
at risk of losing steam due to weak 
domestic demand.

“The message from the business 
survey calls for urgent policy 
support to stabilize sentiment and 
activity,” said Chang Shu and David 
Qu of Bloomberg Economics. They 
identified late February as the first 
plausible window for a policy rate 
cut. China has seen weakening 
momentum in the economy in recent 
months, with few signs policymakers 
intend to unleash major stimulus as 
they continue to battle risks tied to 
local government debt. Beijing may 
even reduce the national goal for 
the economy for the first time in four 
years, and President Xi Jinping has 
already signaled a greater tolerance 
for slower growth in some regions. 

The weakness in China contrasted 
with expanding manufacturing 
activity elsewhere in Asia. Trade 
bellwether economies like Taiwan 
and South Korea saw their PMIs 
jump to 51.7 and 51.2, respectively, 
with robust demand for AI-related 
technology, semiconductors, and 
autos boosting new exports.

The data may make a reduction 
in reserve requirements in the first 
quarter more likely in order to free 
more cash for banks to lend, as 
consumption remains sluggish and 
exports are expected to slow after 
a record trade surplus in 2025. A 
majority of economists expect the 
People’s Bank of China to cut the 
reserve requirement ratio in the first 
quarter, according to a Bloomberg 
survey last month. They also project 
a reduction to the main policy rate in 
the final quarter of the year. 

“The soft PMI adds to the possibility 
of earlier easing,” said Lynn Song, 
chief economist for Greater China at 
ING Bank NV. He noted that while it 
will not be the only factor, it increases 
the likelihood of more stimulus 
measures being announced after an 
annual parliamentary meeting in 
early March.

The economy’s rocky start was 
reflected notably in the official 
subindexes for demand. New 
orders tumbled to 49.2, below the 
50 threshold for expansion, while 
export orders declined deeper into 
contraction at 47.8. The subindex 
for production expectations fell 2.9 
percentage points, the largest one-
month drop in more than four years, 
highlighting businesses’ lack of 
confidence r

AI-led demand on as Singapore growth forecast up to 2-4pc
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“Notably, global trade activity 
remained resilient despite the United 
States tariffs, likely reflecting effective 
United States tariff rates that were 
lower than the announced headline 
rates, trade diversion facilitated 
by supply chain adjustments, and 
robust AI-related exports amidst 
the AI investment boom,” says MTI. 
The ministry expects this growth 
momentum seen in the fourth quarter 
of 2025 to carry into this year.

“Apart from the AI investment boom, 
which is expected to be sustained in 
2026, expansionary fiscal policies in 
several economies such as the United 
States, Germany, and Japan, as well 
as accommodative global financial 
conditions, should also support 
global growth in the quarters ahead,” 
explains MTI. “Taking these factors 
into account, the GDP growth outlook 
for Singapore’s key trading partners 
for 2026 has improved compared to 
the outlook in November.”

However, MTI cautions that the 
pace of growth for most of these 
economies is still expected to ease 
from 2025 levels, in part due to the 
drag from the full-year impact of the 
United States tariffs and rising trade 
barriers that would weigh on non-
AI-related global trade. In 2025, 
the manufacturing sector, led by 
electronics, was the star. From growth 
of 5.3 percent year on year in the 
third quarter, this sector expanded 
by 18.8 percent year on year in the 
fourth quarter of 2025 a kind of level 
that marked the go-go years of the 
1980s. For the whole year, it was up 
8.7 percent, versus 3.8 percent seen 
in 2024.

There was some moderation in the 
construction sector, though, with 
growth coming in at 4.6 percent year 
on year in the fourth quarter, down 
from 5.6 percent in the third quarter. 
Nonetheless, construction was up 
5.2 percent for the whole of 2025, 
just slightly off 5.4 percent managed 
in 2024. Most other economic 

sectors managed varying levels 
of growth. The food and beverage 
services sector, meanwhile, is one of 
the weaker industries, with growth of 
just 0.2 percent year on year in the 
fourth quarter, but still a turnaround 
from contraction of 1.9 percent in the 
third quarter. The growth was led by 
higher sales volume of food caterers, 
which outweighed a decline in the 
sales volume of restaurants. Still, for 
the full year of 2025, this sector was 
down 0.9 percent, extending the 1.1 
percent contraction in 2024 r

Malaysia economy grows 
at fastest pace in 3 years 
in 2025
Malaysia’s economy expanded at its 
fastest pace in three years in 2025, 
surpassing expectations as strong 
domestic demand, exports, and 
investment propelled growth, with 
momentum likely to continue this 
year, the central bank said on February 
13, 2026. Full-year 2025 economic 
growth reached 5.2 percent, a notch 
above the 5.1 percent expansion the 
previous year and exceeding official 
projections of between 4 percent and 
4.8 percent to record the Southeast 
Asian economy’s highest growth rate 
since the 9 percent achieved in 2022, 
government and central bank data 
showed.

Gross domestic product expanded 
6.3 percent in the fourth quarter of 
2025 compared to a year earlier, 

its fastest pace in 12 quarters, also 
exceeding expectations. Third-
quarter growth was revised upward 
to 5.4 percent from 5.2 percent. 
Economists surveyed by Reuters and 
advance estimates released by the 
government had forecast that year-
on-year GDP growth would come 
in at 5.7 percent in the October to 
December period. On a quarter-on-
quarter seasonally adjusted basis, 
GDP rose 0.8 percent from October 
to December 2025, compared to 
2.7 percent in the preceding three 
months.

The central bank said household 
spending will benefit from 
employment, wage growth, and 
government policies this year, while 
investment activity and exports 
will remain robust. “This growth 
momentum is expected to continue in 
2026, supported by resilient domestic 
demand and exports,” Bank Negara 
Malaysia Governor Abdul Rasheed 
Ghaffour said in a statement. The 
government and central bank expect 
the economy to grow between 4 
percent and 4.5 percent this year, 
amid persisting uncertainties about 
the impact of United States tariffs. 
Malaysia faces a 19 percent levy on 
goods exported to the United States.

The central bank kept its key interest 
rate unchanged at 2.75 percent 
during its first policy review of 2026 
last month, citing steady economic 
growth, modest inflation, and a 
positive outlook for the year r
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Vietnam industrial boom 
outgrows ‘one-location’ 
investment playbook

Vietnam’s next phase of industrial 
growth will not be defined by whether 
companies invest in the country but 
by where, how, and with what long-
term operating assumptions they 
choose to invest. Northern Vietnam 
has cemented itself as a China-plus-
one manufacturing hub, optimized 
for time-sensitive supply chains 
and cross-border component flows. 
Central Vietnam, long overlooked, is 
quietly positioning itself as a lower-
cost, lower-congestion alternative 
for manufacturers willing to trade 
scale for efficiency and first-mover 
advantage. 

Southern Vietnam, meanwhile, 
continues to dominate in FDI 
volume, market access, and industrial 
diversity while simultaneously facing 
rising labor costs, congestion, and 
regulatory complexity. These are 
not marginal differences. They 
fundamentally alter cost structures, 
workforce planning, logistics design, 
and risk exposure over the life of an 
investment. Yet, too many investment 
decisions are still framed around 
simplified comparisons such as north 
versus south and cost versus scale 
rather than a deeper assessment 
of industrial cluster maturity, 
policy direction, and infrastructure 
alignment.

Few projects illustrate this shift better 
than Long Thanh International Airport. 
Designed to relieve congestion at Ho 
Chi Minh City’s existing airport, it 
is already doing far more than that. 
It is redrawing southern Vietnam’s 
logistics and industrial gravity.

Dong Nai Province, long considered 
a secondary industrial destination, is 
now positioning itself as a high-tech 
and smart-logistics hub supported 
by airport connectivity, port access, 

and proposed Free Trade Zone 
development. Provincial authorities 
are prioritizing high-value, 
environmentally sustainable projects 
while actively discouraging labor-
intensive and low-tech investments.

For investors, this creates opportunity 
but also timing risk. Infrastructure 
often moves faster than legal 
frameworks. Free Trade Zone 
proposals, provincial mergers, and 
industrial corridor integration may 
signal future advantages long before 
national regulations fully catch up. 
Understanding what is policy intent, 
what is pilot, and what is operational 
reality requires more than desktop 
research.

Vietnam’s proposed provincial 
mergers and corridor-based planning 
reflect a shift away from siloed, 
province-by-province development 
toward integrated industrial 
ecosystems. Corridors such as Hanoi–
Hai Phong–Quang Ninh or Ho Chi 
Minh City–Binh Duong–Ba Ria–
Vung Tau are designed to function 
as unified production and logistics 
zones, not discrete jurisdictions.

This is positive for long-term 
competitiveness, but it complicates 
decision-making. Incentives, 
labor availability, land pricing, 
environmental scrutiny, and 
administrative efficiency can vary 
sharply within the same corridor, let 
alone across regions. At this stage of 

Vietnam’s development, the biggest 
investment risk is no longer regulatory 
uncertainty but oversimplifying a 
rapidly diversifying market r

Philippines growth miss 
darkens 2026 outlook

The outlook for the Philippine 
economy this year has darkened 
after growth in the last quarter fell 
short of both government targets and 
market expectations, analysts said, 
a disappointment that may prompt 
the central bank to offer additional 
support. 

In a note to clients, BMI, a unit 
of the Fitch Group, said it was 
maintaining its 2026 growth forecast 
at 5.2 percent but cautioned that the 
subdued expansion in 2025 “makes 
this a more pessimistic outlook.” 
Risks to the projection are “tilted to 
the downside,” BMI said, warning 
that prolonged delays in infrastructure 
spending beyond the first half of the 
year could restrain the recovery.

“A key assumption underpinning 
our 2026 growth forecast is that 
government spending will pick up in 
the second half,” the Fitch unit said. 
“Should there be continued delays to 
infrastructure spending, household 
spending and exports will not be 
enough to offset weaker public 
spending, posing downside risks to 
our forecast,” it added r
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Abdulla bin Touq Al Marri, minister 
of economy and tourism, said on 
February 12, 2026, that the UAE 
economy continues to achieve strong 
and accelerated growth, supported by 
a clear leadership vision, flexible and 
advanced legislation, and a globally 
competitive business environment. 
Speaking in Abu Dhabi, bin Touq 
said projections indicate that the 
UAE’s economy will grow by more 
than 5 percent during the current 

year, alongside growth exceeding 5.5 
percent in non-oil sectors.

The minister of economy and tourism 
added that non-oil sectors are 
expected to account for 78 percent 
of the country’s GDP, reflecting the 
resilience of the UAE’s economy 
and the diversity of its growth 
drivers. He explained that this 
positive performance is driven by 
the country’s clear strategic vision 

and the continuous updating of 
economic legislation and policies. 
Over the past years, more than 40 
laws and regulations governing 
the business ecosystem have been 
updated, contributing to facilitating 
business operations and enhancing 
the competitiveness of the investment 
environment.

Bin Touq also highlighted the 
significant growth in the number of 

Saudi Arabia to unveil updated strategy for $2t economic plan
Saudi Arabia plans to release an 
updated strategy for Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman’s $2 trillion 
economic diversification agenda 
as the kingdom adjusts its policies 
and spending priorities amid fiscal 
pressures. The government this 
week began discussing how to 
communicate its strategy for the 
next five years, Finance Minister 
Mohammed Al-Jadaan said in an 
interview with Bloomberg Television 
at the AlUla Conference for Emerging 
Market Economies in Saudi Arabia. 

He listed tourism, manufacturing, 
logistics, and technology as focal 
areas but stopped short of offering 
more details or saying when the 
strategy would be released. The 
International Monetary Fund is 
among those that have called for 
more clarity and communication 
from the Saudi government, which is 
redrawing its plans for major projects, 
including new stadiums for the FIFA 
World Cup in 2034.

Saudi Arabia has been working to 
fine-tune its strategy for the so-called 
Vision 2030 agenda to diversify the 
economy away from oil as it seeks 
to shrink its budget deficit. It has 
specifically sharpened its focus on 
spending more efficiently after years 
of excess, a move that would help 

combat periods of volatility in oil 
prices and revenues.

Drawing more private capital and 
foreign investment have also become 
bigger priorities. “We continue really 
to reprioritize, rework our policies, 
making sure that we enhance as 
we go to ensure that we enable the 
private sector to lead the economy,” 
Al-Jadaan said on the sidelines of 
the event, co-hosted by the IMF and 
Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Finance. 
Saudi Arabia has been running budget 
deficits since 2022 as spending on 
economic diversification initiatives 
outpaces revenues that have been 
dented by anemic oil prices.

Officials have said sustained shortfalls 
are a deliberate choice being made 
to continue to support investment 
in the economy. They see the deficit 

shrinking to 3.3 percent this year 
from 5.3 percent in 2025, while Wall 
Street economists estimate the figure 
will be far higher.

The kingdom predicted its total 
financing needs will amount to about 
$58 billion this year as it looks to 
plug its budget gap.

“We have quite a wide network of 
channels that we can tap in case 
we need more than what we have 
planned for,” Al-Jadaan said on 
February 8, 2026. He highlighted 
the Saudi economy as a key point 
of strength. Gross domestic product 
expanded at the fastest pace in three 
years in 2025, with the oil sector 
emerging as a stronger engine of 
growth under the new OPEC+ supply 
policy r

UAE to grow 5pc in 2026 with 5.5pc expansion in non-oil sectors
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companies registered in the national 
economic register, which increased 
from around 650,000 companies five 
years ago to more than 1.45 million 
at present, underscoring the country’s 
attractiveness to businesses and 
investments from around the world. 
He expressed expectations that the 
number of companies will reach 2 
million by 2031. 

He further stressed that the 
leadership’s directives to enhance 
ease of doing business and adopt 
flexible policies and legislation, 
particularly the Commercial 
Companies Law, have reinforced the 
UAE’s position as a global platform 
for family businesses that choose 
the country as a main headquarters 
to manage their investments and 
operations worldwide.

Earlier in the year, Al Marri revealed 
that 250,000 new companies 
joined the UAE economy in 2025. 
He added that the total number of 
companies operating in the UAE 
rose to 1.4 million by the end of 
2025, representing a growth of 119 
percent. The minister also explained 
that the UAE attracted more than 
760,000 new companies since the 
introduction of full foreign ownership 
of commercial companies in 2021. 

Looking ahead, he noted that the 
UAE’s target for the next decade is 
to reach 2 million companies. On 
the participation of UAE citizens, 
the minister of economy and tourism 
revealed that the number of small 
businesses owned by UAE nationals 
increased by 63 percent over the past 
five years.

Development across key pillars of 
the UAE economy has cemented 
the nation’s position as a highly 
sought-after destination for 
foreign companies. Pro-business 
government policies, an innovation-
friendly ecosystem, and broader 
macroeconomic stability have not 
only attracted international investors 

but also empowered residents and 
citizens to establish and scale their 
companies locally, underscoring the 
UAE’s growing role as a long-term 
global business hub r

Qatar inflation rises 
2.28pc in January

Inflation in Qatar declined by 2.22 
percent from December 2025, but 
it rose by 2.28 percent compared 
to the same month in 2025. The 
latest Consumer Price Index data, 
which comprises 12 main groups 
of consumer goods, marked a 
monthly decrease in six groups. The 
National Planning Council revealed 
a monthly decrease in the recreation 
and culture group by 11.97 percent, 
followed by the miscellaneous goods 
and services group by 3.46 percent 
and the restaurants and hotels group 
by 1.90 percent.

Qatar’s monthly inflation rate also 
declined due to decreases in the 
clothing and footwear group by 1.15 
percent, the food and beverages 
group by 0.59 percent, and the 
housing, water, electricity, gas, and 
other fuels group by 0.17 percent. 
In January, Qatar’s monthly inflation 
measure also recorded increases in 
key groups, including transport, up 
0.54 percent; communication, up 
0.32 percent; health, up 0.27 percent; 
furniture and household equipment, 
up 0.20 percent; and education, up 
0.06 percent, while no change was 
observed in the tobacco group.

On an annual basis, Qatar’s inflation 
rose due to increases in eight groups. 
The miscellaneous goods and 
services group increased by 12.40 
percent, followed by the recreation 
and culture group at 4.90 percent, the 
clothing and footwear group at 3.25 
percent, and the food and beverages 
group at 2.87 percent. The furniture 
and household equipment group 
also rose 2.37 percent, the education 
group gained 2.08 percent, the 
housing, water, electricity, gas, and 
other fuels group increased by 1.21 
percent, and the communication 
group rose 0.40 percent.

In contrast, the index recorded 
annual declines in three groups, 
including the restaurants and hotels 
group, which declined 2 percent, the 
health group, which declined 1.38 
percent, and the transport group, 
which posted a 0.48 percent decline. 
The index also revealed that no 
annual change was recorded in the 
tobacco group.

When calculating the CPI for January 
2026, excluding the housing, water, 
electricity, gas, and other fuels group, 
the index was 114.57 points, down 
2.65 percent from December 2025 
and up 2.51 percent from January 
2025. Qatar’s CPI index, which 
measures inflation, comprises 12 
main groups of consumer goods, 
covering a total of 737 goods and 
services r
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Kuwait achieves major 
economic gains

The State of Kuwait is celebrating its 
65th National Day this year, marking 
the occasion after a landmark 
development year in 2025 that 
reflected the vision of His Highness 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, Emir of Kuwait, to build a 
prosperous nation advancing steadily 
toward the future. Kuwait’s progress 
has been underpinned by a solid 
economic foundation, humanitarian 
and diplomatic leadership, and a 
growing international standing.

The publication “State of Kuwait: 
Deep-Rooted Foundations and Steps 
Toward the Future,” issued by the 
Statistical Centre for the Cooperation 
Council for the Arab Countries of the 
Gulf, highlights Kuwait’s achievement 
of significant financial and investment 
surpluses, supported by sovereign 
wealth fund assets exceeding $1 
trillion and banking sector assets 
surpassing 100 billion Kuwaiti 
dinars. The figures underscore the 
resilience of the financial system and 
sustained international confidence in 
the national economy.

The report notes that the Kuwait 
Stock Exchange posted gains 
of more than 9.6 billion dinars, 
reinforcing investor confidence and 
the country’s investment appeal. 
Kuwait also ranked 19th globally in 
the National Brand Value Index, with 

national brand value equivalent to 
around 9 percent of GDP — among 
the highest ratios worldwide. In 
innovation, Kuwait placed among 
the world’s top 10 in the Global 
Innovation Index 2025, supported by 
advances in digital infrastructure and 
progress across key pillars, including 
5G technologies, mobile internet 
speed, government digitalization, 
and digital workforce efficiency. The 
country’s sovereign credit ratings 
remained in the high category with a 
stable outlook, further strengthening 
its global economic standing.

In 2025, Kuwait recorded several 
notable milestones, including 
performing the longest-distance 
transcontinental robotic surgery, 
achieving the highest daily gas 
production rate in 90 years at the 
Jaza Offshore Field, and announcing 
major archaeological discoveries 
on Failaka Island. Progress was 
also reported in civil aviation safety 
standards and in the development 
of public health laboratories in line 
with international benchmarks. 
Kuwait continued to reinforce 
its role as a global humanitarian 
hub, maintaining its long-standing 
engagement in international relief 
efforts. Diplomatically, it registered 
its first United Nations resolution 
under its name in fields related to 
innovation, marking a further step in 
its international engagement.

The country also marked 45 years as 
a cornerstone member of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, having hosted 
eight GCC summits that contributed to 
economic and regulatory integration, 
including steps toward the GCC 
common market, financial market 
coordination, unified environmental 
and logistics systems, and broader 
Arab economic cooperation r

Oman launches $2.4b 
projects to create 1,850 
jobs

Oman Investment Authority has 
inaugurated the 11th Five-Year Plan 
by launching four major projects with 
a total investment value exceeding 
OMR935 million ($2.4 billion). These 
initiatives are projected to generate 
more than 1,850 job opportunities, 
solidifying the Authority’s role 
in the manufacturing sector as a 
fundamental driver for Oman Vision 
2040. 

This strategic move arises from 
a combination of international 
partnerships formed by OIA-affiliated 
companies and direct investments 
aimed at localizing technology and 
bolstering local supply chains. These 
activities are part of a broader effort to 
champion economic diversification 
and improve local content in key 
sectors such as manufacturing, 
tourism, and the digital economy, 
Oman News Agency reported.

A primary highlight of these 
developments is the financing 
completion for the United Solar 
project, which received support from 
the Future Fund Oman. Specifically, 
this project entails building an 
integrated polysilicon production 
plant in the Sohar Freezone, marking 
the company’s largest facility outside 
of the People’s Republic of China. 
With an investment value of OMR700 
million ($1.8 billion), it represents 
one of the region’s most significant 
industrial investments in renewable 
energy r
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United States economic growth 
slowed more than expected in the 
fourth quarter, with gov-ernment 
spending posting its biggest decline 
since 1972 because of last year’s 
shutdown, but steady consumer and 
business outlays underscored the 
economy’s resilience. Most of the 
drag on gross domestic product from 
the 43-day shutdown, however, will 
likely be reversed in the first quarter.

Ahead of the release of the 
Commerce Department’s report, 
President Donald Trump flagged the 
sharper-than-expected slowdown in 
GDP growth, posting on social media 
that “Shutdown cost the U.S.A. at 
least two points in GDP. That’s why 
they are doing it, in mini form, again. 
No Shutdowns! Also, Lower Interest 
Rates.” 

Trump is unlikely to get his wish for 
rate cuts from the Federal Reserve 
anytime soon, with other data 
showing inflation accelerated in De-
cember and is poised to rise further 
in January. Inflation is being partly 
driven by Trump’s import tariffs. The 
United States Supreme Court struck 
down the tariffs Trump imposed 
un-der a law meant for use in 
national emergencies, saying he had 
overstepped his authority.

“The core of the economy is 
resilient,” said Michael Pearce, chief 
United States economist at Oxford 
Economics. “With the economy and 
labor market stabilizing and inflation 
still ele-vated, we expect the Fed 
will remain on prolonged hold.” 
GDP increased at a 1.4 percent an-
nualized rate in the fourth quarter, 
the Commerce Department’s Bureau 
of Economic Analy-sis said in its 
advance estimate. 

Economists polled by Reuters had 
forecast GDP would rise at a 3.0 

percent pace. The economy grew 
at a 4.4 percent pace in the third 
quarter. It grew 2.2 percent last year, 
the slowest pace in five years, after 
expanding 2.8 percent in 2024.

Federal government spending 
decreased at a 16.6 percent rate 
last quarter, the largest drop since 
the third quarter of 1972, reflecting 
fewer services provided by public 
workers, lower outlays on goods and 
services, and a temporary reduction 
in benefits from the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program during 
the recent shutdown. 

Federal government spending sliced 
off 1.15 percentage points from 
GDP growth, the most since the first 
quarter of 1994. The nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office had 
estimated the shutdown would 
subtract 1.5 percentage points from 
fourth-quarter GDP and forecast 
most of the lost output would even-
tually be recovered, though between 
$7 billion and $14 billion would not.

For all of 2025, federal government 
spending contracted by 1.2 percent, 
the biggest drop in three years, 
reflecting the Trump administration’s 
campaign to shrink the government. 
But the economy held up in the final 
three months of the year, thanks 
to a still-healthy pace of consumer 
spending and business investment 

in artificial intelligence. Consumer 
spending, which accounts for more 
than two-thirds of the economy, 
grew at a 2.4 percent rate, amid a 
pullback in motor vehicle outlays 
that economists attributed to the 
expiration of electric vehi-cle tax 
credits. 

That reading followed the third 
quarter’s brisk 3.5 percent pace. 
Economists say spending has largely 
been driven by higher-income 
households and has come at the ex-
pense of saving as inflation erodes 
buying power.

Growth in income at the disposal 
of households after accounting for 
inflation stalled, while the saving rate 
fell to 3.6 percent from 4.2 percent 
in the third quarter. Consumer 
spending could get a boost from what 
economists anticipate will be larger 
tax refunds this year because of the 
White House’s tax cuts. 

“Fiscal stimulus should provide a 
lift to overall economic growth due 
to a large increase in tax refunds 
for consumers and lower tax 
burdens throughout the year and 
tax incentives for businesses that 
should encourage increased business 
capital expenditures even outside 
of the AI surge that continues,” said 
Kathy Bostjancic, chief economist at 
Nationwide r

Govt. shutdown dents US growth in Q4, inflation heats up
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UK private sector activity 
rises in February despite 
job losses: S&P Global
United Kingdom private sector 
output expanded in February, 
according to the latest data re-ported 
by S&P Global. The Flash United 
Kingdom PMI Composite Output 
Index rose to 53.9, up from 53.7 in 
January, marking a 22-month high. 
Manufacturing output strengthened 
to 53.6 from 51.6 in January, a 
17-month high. 

Services output eased slightly to 
53.9 from 54.0, a two-month low. 
New orders increased for the third 
month in a row. Manufacturers saw 
the fastest rise in export orders in 
four and a half years. Service sector 
export growth was more modest.

Employment declined for the 
17th consecutive month. The 
service sector recorded particu-
larly steep job losses. Companies 
cited redundancies, hiring freezes, 
and investments in technology to 
maintain output without additional 
staff. Input costs remained elevated, 
alt-hough inflation eased to a three-
month low. 

Output price inflation accelerated, 
particularly in services, reflecting 
higher wages and supplier prices. 
“The early PMI data for February 
bring further signs of an encouraging 
start to the year for the United 
Kingdom economy,” com-mented 

Chris Williamson, chief business 
economist at S&P Global Market 
Intelligence.

“A solid rise in output across 
manufacturing and services has 
been reported in both January and 
February, with the rate of expansion 
gaining pace. The survey data so far 
this year are consistent with GDP 
rising by just over 0.3 percent in the 
first quarter if this performance is 
sustained into March.” 

Williamson noted that the upturn 
continues to be led by the service 
sector, but there are signs that 
manufacturing is regaining 
momentum to join in the recovery, 
reporting a surge in export orders 
of a magnitude not seen since the 
pandemic. 

“Despite en-joying higher demand 
for goods and services, companies 
remain focused on boosting produc-
tivity to cut costs, resulting in yet 
another month of steep job losses to 
prolong the continual jobs downturn 
that was initiated by the 2024 autumn 
Budget,” he added.

Higher staffing costs, often attributed 
to Budget policy changes, meant 
service sector infla-tion remained 
elevated. However, increased 
competition, especially in the 
manufacturing sector, is helping 
keep a lid on inflationary pressures. 
“Bank of England policymakers will 
be encouraged by the indications of 

stronger economic growth, but the 
relatively modest price pressures 
being signaled and ongoing worrying 
labor market weakness will likely 
result in a growing call for further rate 
cuts,” Williamson said r

Germany remains stuck, 
1.0pc growth in 2026 
expected
Germany’s economy is expected to 
grow by 1.0 percent this year, more 
than the 0.7 percent previously 
forecast, but a year of reforms is 
needed to achieve a sustainable 
recovery, the German Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce said on 
February 17, 2026. “That is too little; 
our competitors are more dynamic,” 
said DIHK managing director Helena 
Melnikov.

Europe’s biggest economy is 
still struggling to gain traction 
as geopolitical uncertainty, high 
operating costs, and weak domestic 
demand weigh on companies, with 
growth in 2026 driven largely by 
statistical and calendar effects. The 
DIHK’s business climate index, based 
on re-sponses from around 26,000 
firms across sectors and regions, rose 
slightly to 95.9 points but remained 
well below its long-term average of 
110. 

“With the handbrake on, we 
won’t get out of the valley,” said 
Melnikov, urging faster reforms to 
cut bureaucracy and lower labor and 
energy costs.

Companies cited weak domestic 
demand (59 percent), rising labor 
costs (59 percent), uncer-tain 
economic policies (58 percent), and 
high energy and raw material prices 
(48 percent) as key risks, according 
to the survey. Investment plans stayed 
subdued. Twenty-three percent of 
firms intend to increase investment, 
while 31 percent plan cuts r
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French central bank sees 
Q1 growth of 0.2-0.3pc
France’s growth outlook picked up at 
the start of the year, with businesses 
reporting a firm-er-than-expected 
rebound in activity and signaling 
that momentum should carry into the 
coming months, the central bank said 
on February 12, 2026.

The euro zone’s second-biggest 
economy is on course to grow 
0.2–0.3 percent this quarter from 
the previous three months, when it 
expanded 0.2 percent, the Bank of 
France estimated.

The central bank gave the forecast 
in its latest monthly business 
sentiment survey, which showed 
companies across industry, services, 
and construction entering February 
with im-proved confidence, despite 
lingering uncertainties linked to 
global trade tensions. 

The Bank of France said industrial 
output strengthened again in 
January, extending a months-long 
run above its long-term trend. The 
improvement was led by sectors 
tied to defense and aerospace 
demand, including electronics and 
machinery. Meanwhile, services and 
construction also ad-vanced, both 
outpacing what firms had anticipated 
a month earlier.

Companies expect activity to 
continue rising in February, with 
industry set to grow at a solid pace 
while services and construction point 
to more measured gains. Reported 
uncertainty eased further in services 
and construction but remained 
elevated overall and even edged up 
slightly in industry, reflecting trade 
tensions. 

Cash-flow conditions were still judged 
slightly weak in manufacturing but 
improved in services, though with 
sharp divergences across seg-ments. 
Supply chain tensions remained 

contained overall but worsened in 
aerospace and electronics, while 
recruitment difficulties increased, 
particularly in construction r

Russia says energy 
revenues down 50pc
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
admitted on February 26, 2026 
that Russia’s revenues from energy 
resource sales declined by half 
compared to 2025. Speaking at a 
press briefing in Moscow, Peskov 
argued that the losses were offset by 
other revenues and that the Russian 
economy remains stable. “Indeed, 
there is a drop in oil and gas revenues, 
partially offset by an increase in 
non-oil and gas revenues,” he said. 
On February 6, 2026, the Russian 
Finance Ministry announced that 
federal budget revenues in January 
were 50.2 percent lower than in the 
same period of 2025.

Additionally, Finance Minister Anton 
Siluanov stated that the share of 
income from energy resource sales in 
the federal budget could drop to 20 
percent in 2026. Western countries 
have intensified efforts to target 
Russia’s energy exports over the past 
year, including imposing additional 
sanctions on tankers carrying oil 
and gas, raising insurance costs, 
and banning port entries. Peskov 
confirmed the existence of a 
budget deficit but described the 

difficulties as temporary, adding that 
“macroeconomic stability allows us 
to solve it by taking the necessary 
measures.”

He noted that President Vladimir 
Putin “keeps his finger on the pulse” 
and regularly discuss-es the budget 
deficit and its financing with the 
government and the central bank. “In 
general, the stability of the Russian 
economy is absolutely guaranteed. 
It ensures the ability of the state to 
fulfill all social obligations and also 
to shape the agenda of economic 
development, despite certain 
difficulties that no one is immune 
from,” he said.

Turning to the United States-led 
Board of Peace, Peskov said the 
Russian Foreign Ministry is preparing 
its assessments of the structure. “The 
Foreign Ministry is still formulating a 
posi-tion,” he said. “A number of states, 
including those that are friendly to 
us, have a very am-biguous position. 
They are all taken into account.” The 
Board of Peace was officially estab-
lished on January 22, 2026, when 19 
countries signed its charter in Davos. 
Initially, the structure was created 
to govern the Gaza Strip within the 
framework of agreements between 
Israel and Hamas, a format approved 
by the United Nations. However, 
Washington is active-ly promoting 
the idea of using the council to 
prevent and resolve conflicts in other 
regions r
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e¨vsK I Avw_©K LvZ cybM©VbB bZzb miKv‡ii me‡P‡q eo P¨v‡jÄ

AvšÍR©vwZK gy`ªv Znwej (AvBGgGd) 
evsjv‡`‡k `ye©j e¨vsK¸‡jv‡K Awbivc` 
Zvij¨ †`Iqvi wel‡q mZK© K‡i‡Q| Gi 
cvkvcvwk wewbgq nvi ms¯‹vi cy‡ivcywi 
ev¯Íevqb KiviI AvnŸvb Rvwb‡q‡Q ms¯’vwU| 
evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ AvwU©‡Kj †dvi civgk© 
Kvh©µg †kl Kivi ci m¤úªwZ GK wee„wZ‡Z 
G K_v e‡j‡Q AvBGgGd| evsjv‡`k‡K 
cÖwZkÖæZ mv‡o cuvP wewjqb Wjvi F‡Yi 
kZ© ev¯Íevq‡bi AMÖMwZ ch©v‡jvPbvi Ask 
wn‡m‡e G wee„wZ w`‡q‡Q ms¯’vwU|

AvBGgGd e‡j‡Q, Avw_©K w¯’wZkxjZv 
cybiæ×v‡i AvšÍR©vwZK gvb`‡Ði m‡½ 
mvgÄm¨c~Y© GKwU wek¦vm‡hvM¨ e¨vsK LvZ 
ms¯‹v‡ii †KŠkj ̀ iKvi| G ai‡bi †KŠk‡j 

g~ja‡bi NvUwZi cwigvY wbiƒcY, ivR¯^ 
mnvqZvi KvVv‡gv wba©viY I AvBbMZfv‡e 
kw³kvjx cybM©Vb I mgvavb cwiKíbvi 
iƒc‡iLv _vK‡Z n‡e| ivóªvqË e¨vs‡Ki 
m¤ú‡`i gvb ch©v‡jvPbv cwiPvjbv, 
SzuwKwfwËK Z`viwK GwM‡q †bIqv Ges 
mykvmb I e¨v‡jÝ wk‡Ui ¯^”QZv †Rviv‡jv 
Kivi AvnŸvb Rvwb‡q‡Q AvBGgGd|

ms¯’vwU e‡j‡Q, ˆe‡`wkK gy`ªvi wiRvf© 
cybM©Vb I g~j¨ùxwZ Kgv‡Z K‡Vvi bxwZi 
mgš^q eRvq ivLv cÖ‡qvRb| wewbgq nvi 
ms¯‹vi cy‡ivcywi I avivevwnKfv‡e ev¯Íevqb 
Ges wewbgq nvi‡K AviI bgbxq Ki‡Z 
n‡e| `ye©j e¨vs‡K Awbivc` Zvij¨ 
mnvqZv †`Iqvi †¶‡Î mZK© _vK‡Z n‡e| 

g~j¨ùxwZ wbgœgyLx avivq bv Avmv ch©šÍ 
gy`ªvbxwZ K‡Vvi _vKv DwPZ e‡jI g‡b 
Ki‡Q AvBGgGd| ms¯’vwU D‡jøL K‡i‡Q, 
2024-25 A_©eQ‡ii ïiæ‡Z `yB A‡¼i 
Ni †_‡K †b‡g G‡jI A‡±ve‡i mvwe©K 
g~j¨ùxwZ 8 `kwgK 2 kZvsk wQj| 
2025-26 A_©eQ‡i g~j¨ùxwZ 8 `kwgK 
9 kZvs‡k _vK‡e Ges 2027 A_©eQ‡i Zv 
K‡g cÖvq 6 kZvsk n‡e|

AvBGgGd e‡j‡Q, ̀ ye©j Ki ivR¯^ I Avw_©K 
Lv‡Zi SzuwKi Kvi‡Y A_©bxwZ µgea©gvb 
mvgwóK Avw_©K P¨v‡j‡Äi gy‡L i‡q‡Q| 
mvnmx ivR¯^ I Avw_©K ms¯‹vi ev¯Íevq‡b 
†`wi n‡j eo ai‡bi wbgœgyLx SzuwK ˆZwi 
n‡Z cv‡i| ms¯’vwU 2025-26 A_©eQ‡i 
evsjv‡`‡ki A_©‰bwZK cÖe„w× 4 `kwgK 7 

`ye©j e¨vsK¸‡jv‡K UvKv †`Iqvi wel‡q mZK© K‡i‡Q AvBGgGd
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bZzb miKv‡ii me‡P‡q eo cix¶v n‡e 
e¨vsK I Avw_©K LvZ cybM©Vb| †Ljvwc FY 
Kgv‡bv, wewb‡qv‡M Av¯’v wdwi‡q Avbv Ges 
A_©‰bwZK k„•Ljv i¶v Kiv GB cix¶vi 
g~j P¨v‡jÄ| GRb¨ kw³kvjx AvBwb 
KvVv‡gv ˆZwi, †K›`ªxq e¨vs‡Ki m¶gZv 
e„w×, ivR‰bwZK n¯Í‡¶c nªvm Ges mykvmb 
wbwðZ Kivi g‡Zv c`‡¶c mgwš^Zfv‡e 
†bIqv Riæwi| 

hw` GKwU w¯’wZkxj I c~e©vbygvb‡hvM¨ 
Avw_©K e¨e¯’v M‡o †Zvjv hvq, Z‡eB 
wewb‡qvM evo‡e, Kg©ms¯’vb m„wó n‡e Ges 
†`‡ki A_©bxwZ †UKmBfv‡e cybiæ×v‡ii 
c‡_ G‡Mv‡Z cvi‡e| GLb †`Lvi welq, 
bZzb miKvi KZ `ªæZ I Kvh©Kifv‡e GB 
eûgvwÎK P¨v‡jÄ †gvKvwejv Ki‡Z m¶g 
nq|

†`‡ki e¨vsK Lv‡Z †Ljvwc F‡Yi nvi 
fqsKifv‡e †e‡o `uvwo‡q‡Q 35.73 
kZvs‡k| A‡_©i wnmv‡e GwU 6 jvL 44 
nvRvi †KvwU UvKviI †ewk| 2024 mv‡ji 
†m‡Þ¤^‡ii Zzjbvq, hLb nvi wQj 16.93 
kZvsk, Zv wØ¸‡YiI †ewk e„w× †c‡q‡Q| 
GKB msKU we`¨gvb Avw_©K cÖwZôvb 
Lv‡ZI| A_©bxwZwe`iv ej‡Qb, GB 
FYmsµvšÍ msKU †Kej e¨vswKs LvZ‡K 
bq, cy‡iv A_©bxwZi w¯’wZkxjZvi Rb¨I eo 
SzuwK m„wó Ki‡Q| Zv‡`i g‡Z, †Ljvwc FY 

Av`v‡q Kvh©Ki I †Rviv‡jv c`‡¶c †bIqv 
GLb mg‡qi `vwe| 

ivR‰bwZK cÖfve, FY cybtZdwm‡ji 
Ace¨envi Ges B”QvK…Zfv‡e 
FY‡Ljvwc‡`i weiæ‡× Kvh©Ki e¨e¯’v bv 
†bIqv cwiw¯’wZ‡K AviI RwUj K‡i‡Q| 
†Ljvwc FY Kgv‡Z Drcv`bgyLx Lv‡Z 
wewb‡qvM evov‡bv, K‡Vvi AvBwb c`‡¶c 
MÖnY, †K›`ªxq e¨vs‡Ki m¶gZv e„w× Ges 
Avw_©K Lv‡Z cÖvwZôvwbK mykvmb wbwðZ 
Kiv Acwinvh©|

bZzb miKv‡ii mvg‡b GLb eo P¨v‡jÄ 
n‡jv e¨vsK I Avw_©K LvZ cybM©Vb| 
GKwU w¯’wZkxj I c~e©vbygvb‡hvM¨ Avw_©K 
e¨e¯’v M‡o †Zvjv, †Ljvwc FY Av`vq I 
cvPvi nIqv A_© wdwi‡q Avbv G mg‡qi 
AMÖvwaKvi| cvkvcvwk Pjgvb wbivcËv 
D‡ØM wewb‡qvM‡K ¯’wei K‡i‡Q| †`kxq 
I AvšÍR©vwZK wewb‡qvMKvixiv bZzb cÖK‡í 
SzuwK wb‡Z Awb”QzK|

weMZ  miKv‡ii †gqv‡` Avw_©K Lv‡Z 
e¨vcK Awbqg, `yb©xwZ I A_©cvPv‡ii 
Awf‡hvM D‡V‡Q| GKvwaK e¨vsK I Avw_©K 
cÖwZôvb wbqš¿Y wb‡q jyUcvU Ges A_© 
we‡`‡k cvPv‡ii d‡j wKQz cÖwZôvb Kvh©Z 
APj n‡q c‡o| G‡Z eû AvgvbZKvix 
Zv‡`i RgvK…Z A_© †diZ cvIqvi wel‡q 

AwbðqZvq c‡ob| GB cwiw¯’wZ‡Z AšÍe©Z©x 
miKvi msKUvcbœ cuvPwU e¨vsK GKxf‚Z 
Kivi D‡`¨vM †bq| 

GKB m‡½ AviI QqwU Avw_©K cÖwZôvb 
e‡Üi wm×všÍ †bIqv n‡q‡Q, hv miKv‡ii 
Rb¨ bZzb ai‡bi P¨v‡jÄ wn‡m‡e †`Lv 
w`‡q‡Q| we‡klÁiv ej‡Qb, Gme c`‡¶c 
e¨vswKs LvZ cybM©Vb I AvgvbZKvix‡`i 
Av¯’v †div‡bvi †¶‡Î AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y©| 
MYAfz¨Ìvb I ivR‰bwZK Aw¯’iZvi ci 
†`‡k A_©bxwZ Mfxi AwbðqZvi g‡a¨ 
c‡o| GB cwiw¯’wZ‡Z bZzb wewb‡qvM ¯’wei 
n‡q hvq, Kg©ms¯’vb gvivZ¥Kfv‡e cÖfvweZ 
nq Ges ißvwbgyLx wk‡íI av°v jv‡M| 

d‡j ißvwb Av‡qi Ici †bwZevPK 
cÖfve c‡o‡Q| eÜ n‡q hvIqv wkí I 
e¨emvcÖwZôvb `ªæZ cybivq Pvjy K‡i 
Kg©ms¯’v‡bi my‡hvM m„wó Kiv Riæwi| bZzb 
KviLvbv ¯’vcb K‡i Kg©ms¯’vb evov‡bv 
`xN©‡gqvw` cÖwµqv nIqvq Zvr¶wYK mgvavb 
bq| ZvB we`¨gvb m¶gZv‡K Kv‡R jvwM‡q 
`ªæZ Kg©ms¯’vb ˆZwi KivB ev¯Íem¤§Z c_| 

eZ©gv‡b g~j¨ùxwZ 8 kZvs‡ki Ic‡i 
Ae¯’vb Ki‡Q, hv mvaviY gvby‡li 
RxebhvÎvi e¨q evwo‡q w`‡q‡Q| ZvB 
A_©‰bwZK ¯^w¯Í wdwi‡q Avbv bZzb miKv‡ii 
Ab¨Zg AMÖvwaKvi n‡q `uvwo‡q‡Q r
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kZvsk n‡e e‡j c~e©vfvm w`‡q‡Q| ms¯’vwU 
e‡j‡Q, ga¨ †gqv‡` A_©bxwZ ax‡i ax‡i Ny‡i 
`uvov‡e Ges cÖe„w× cÖvq 6 kZvs‡k DbœxZ 
n‡e e‡j Avkv Kiv n‡”Q| ivR¯^ w¯’wZkxjZv 
i¶v, mvgwóK Avw_©K w¯’wZ †Rvi`vi I ga¨ 
†gqv‡` mykvmb kw³kvjx Kiv, Kg©ms¯’vb 
m„wó I A_©‰bwZK ˆewPÎ¨ evov‡Z we¯Í…Z 
KvVv‡gvMZ ms¯‹vi ev¯Íevq‡bi Ici ¸iæZ¡ 
†`Iqv DwPZ e‡j Rvbvq AvBGgGd|

AvBGgGd D‡jøL K‡i‡Q, `ye©j ivR¯^ 
AvniY, e¨vsK Lv‡Zi SzuwK, bZzb wewbgq 
nvi KvVv‡gvi Am¤ú~Y© ev¯Íevqb I D”P 
g~j¨ùxwZ evsjv‡`‡ki mvgwóK A_©‰bwZK 
w¯’wZkxjZv I cÖe„w×i m¤¢vebvi Ici Pvc 
m„wó Ki‡Q| AvBGgGd G Qvov fZ©zwK 
†hŠw³KxKiY, cÖe„w×ea©K wewb‡qvM‡K 
AMÖvwaKvi †`Iqv, mvgvwRK myi¶v †Rvi`vi 
Ges AšÍf©zw³g~jK Dbœqb I cÖe„w×i Rb¨ 
miKvwi Avw_©K I wewb‡qvM e¨e¯’vcbv DbœZ 
Kivi civgk© w`‡q‡Q r

e¨emvevÜe m¤ú~iK I AveMvwi ïé 
ms¯‹vi Riæix: wcAviAvB 
cwjwm wimvP© Bbw÷wUDU Ae evsjv‡`k 
(wcAviAvB)-Gi D‡`¨v‡M m¤úªwZ Ôm¤ú~iK 
I AveMvwi ï‡éi Ici we‡kl ¸iæZ¡ w`‡q 
evsjv‡`‡ki ivR¯^ Kvh©µg ch©v‡jvPbvÕ 
kxl©K GKwU Kg©kvjv AbywôZ n‡q‡Q| 
wcAviAvB †Pqvig¨vb W. RvB`x mvËv‡ii 
mfvcwZ‡Z¡ Kg©kvjvq g~j cÖeÜ Dc¯’vcb 
K‡ib ms¯’vwUi M‡elYv cwiPvjK W. eRjyj 
GBP L›`Kvi| Kg©kvjvq cÖavb AwZw_ 
wn‡m‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb RvZxq ivR¯^ †ev‡W©i 
(GbweAvi) m`m¨ ˆmq` gykwdKzi ingvb 
Ges we‡kl AwZw_ wn‡m‡e Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb 
GbweAv‡ii cÖ_g mwPe †gv. gwkDi ingvb|

cÖavb AwZw_i e³‡e¨ ˆmq` gykwdKzi 
ingvb e‡jb, Avgiv D”Pnv‡ii ïé gvÎv‡K 
DrmvwnZ Ki‡Z PvB bv| Z‡e, ivR¯^ Av‡qi 
welqwUI we‡ePbvq ivL‡Z n‡e| eZ©gv‡b 
Avgv‡`i Af¨šÍixY m¤ú~iK ïénv‡i cÖvq 
17 nvRvi Av`k©gvÎv i‡q‡Q, hv wewb‡qvM I 
evwYR¨ m¤úªmvi‡Yi †¶‡Î mnvqK bq| ¶z`ª 
I ga¨ Av‡qi e¨w³ wKsev cÖwZôv‡bi †¶‡Î 
GbweAv‡ii ivR¯^ j¶¨gvÎv m‡šÍvlRbK 
bq| Gi GKwU eo KviY n‡jv- †hŠw³K 
ïénvi wba©vi‡Yi Afve| Z‡e, ïébxwZ 
cÖYq‡b e¨w³ Kinvi, K‡c©v‡iU Kinvimn 

wewfbœ †¶‡Î wfbœ wfbœ P¨v‡jÄ †gvKvwejv 
Ki‡Z nq|

we‡kl AwZw_i e³‡e¨ †gv. gwkDi ingvb 
e‡jb, ïé wba©viY msµvšÍ gZwewbgq mfvq 
wek¦ ¯^v¯’¨ ms¯’v, ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvjq I cwi‡ek 
Awa`ß‡ii g‡Zv ¸iæZ¡c~Y© cÖwZôv‡bi 
cÖwZwbwa‡`i m¤ú„³ Kiv cÖ‡qvRb| wZwb 
AviI e‡jb, e¨emv-evwY‡R¨i weKv‡k 
†hme cÖwZôvb f‚wgKv ivL‡Q, Zv‡`i wUwK‡q 
ivL‡Z n‡e| †m Abyhvqx GKwU evwYR¨evÜe 
ïébxwZ cÖYq‡bi ¸iæZ¡v‡ivc K‡ib wZwb|

g~j cÖe‡Ü W. eRjyj nK L›`Kvi e‡jb, 
evsjv‡`‡k gv_vwcQz Avq e„w× †c‡jI 
Dbœqbkxj I ¯^‡ívbœZ Ab¨vb¨ †`‡ki 
Zzjbvq wRwWwci wecix‡Z Ki ivR‡¯^i 
AbycvZ cÖwZeQi Kg‡Q| eZ©gv‡b wRwWwci 
cÖvq 17 kZvsk Av‡m AveMvwi ïé †_‡K, 
hv AvaywbK A_©‰bwZK KvVv‡gvi Zzjbvq 
cðvrc`| †`‡k K‡c©v‡iU Kinvi I g~j¨ 
ms‡hvRb Ki (f¨vU) nvi Zzjbvg~jKfv‡e 
†ewk| Avevi AvaywbK we‡k¦i †ewkifvM 
†`‡k †hLv‡b cwigvYwfwËK AveMvwi ïé 
Av‡ivc Kiv nq, †mLv‡b evsjv‡`‡k Zv 
g~jZ `v‡gi Ici wba©vwiZ nq|

mfvcwZi e³‡e¨ W. RvB`x mvËvi e‡jb, 
2012 mv‡ji Ki AvB‡b ci¯úiwe‡ivax 
`vwei dj¯^iƒc 2019 mv‡j GKwU 
hy‡Mvc‡hvMx n‡jI RwUj ïébxwZ cÖYxZ 
n‡q‡Q| GB bxwZ ms¯‹v‡ii j‡¶¨ RvZxq 
Uv¯‹‡dv‡m©i cÖwZ‡e`‡b GKwU GKK I 
mnR ïé e¨e¯’v cÖeZ©‡bi mycvwik Kiv 
n‡q‡Q| wZwb AviI e‡jb, evsjv‡`‡ki 
A_©bxwZi Rb¨ Zzjbvg~jKfv‡e `yB ai‡bi 
ïébxwZ †ewk Dc‡hvMxÑ ¶z`ª I gvSvwi 
D‡`¨v³v‡`i Rb¨ GKwU wbgœnvi Ges 
Ab¨‡`i Rb¨ GKwU Av`k© nvi| eZ©gv‡b 
AveMvwi ïé KvVv‡gv‡Z ˆØZ bxwZ AbymiY 
Kiv n‡”Q| Avg`vwbK…Z c‡Y¨i †¶‡Î GK 
ai‡bi ïénvi Ges †`kxq c‡Y¨i †¶‡Î 
Zzjbvg~jKfv‡e Kg nvi wba©viY Kiv nq|

†`‡k cÖvq 1 nvRvi 400wU U¨vwid jvBb 
AbymiY Kiv n‡jI AveMvwi ï‡éi †¶‡Î Zv 
cÖvq 1 nvRvi 700wU| Gi cÖvq 90 kZvsk 
†¶‡ÎB †`kxq c‡Y¨i Ici AveMvwi ïénvi 
Avg`vwbK…Z c‡Y¨i Zzjbvq A‡bK Kg| 
wek¦ evwYR¨ ms¯’vi bxwZgvjvi Av‡jv‡K GwU 
¯úóZB ˆelg¨g~jK Ges GjwWwm †_‡K 
DËi‡Yi c‡_ eo ai‡bi cÖwZeÜKZv m„wó 
Ki‡Z cv‡i r

cuvP jvL UvKv ch©šÍ mÂqc‡Î 
Dr‡m Ki 5 kZvskB _vK‡Q 

cuvP jvL UvKv ch©šÍ mÂqc‡Î wewb‡qv‡Mi 
gybvdvi Ici Dr‡m Ki 10 kZvsk bq, 5 
kZvsk KvUv n‡eÑG wel‡q ¯úó wb‡`©kbv 
w`‡q‡Q RvZxq ivR¯^ †evW© (GbweAvi)| 
MZ Rvbyqvwi gv‡m G †¶‡Î 10 kZvsk 
nv‡i Dr‡m Ki †K‡U wb‡qwQj RvZxq mÂq 
Awa`ßi| m¤úªwZ G msµvšÍ GKwU wPwV 
RvZxq mÂq Awa`ß‡ii gnvcwiPvj‡Ki 
Kv‡Q cvVv‡bv n‡q‡Q|

RvZxq mÂq Awa`ßi m~‡Î Rvbv †M‡Q, 
mÂqc‡Î cuvP jvL UvKv ch©šÍ wewb‡qv‡Mi 
†¶‡Î Dr‡m Ki wQj 5 kZvsk| cuvP jvL 
UvKvi †ewk wewb‡qv‡Mi †¶‡Î Dr‡m Ki 
wQj 10 kZvsk| Z‡e me©‡kl AvqKi 
AvB‡b (2023) mÂqc‡Î wewb‡qv‡Mi me 
†¶‡ÎB 10 kZvsk Dr‡m Ki Av‡ivc Kiv 
wQj| 

MZ wW‡m¤^i ch©šÍ G †¶‡Î Qvo †`Iqv nq| 
Rvbyqvwi †_‡K Qvo cÖZ¨vnvi Kivq mevi 
†¶‡Î 10 kZvsk Dr‡m Ki KvUv n‡”Q| ZvB 
cuvP jvL UvKvi Kg wewb‡qvMKvix MÖvnKiv 
Rvbyqvwi‡Z gybvdv wKQzUv Kg cv‡”Qb| 
RvZxq mÂq Awa`ß‡ii gnvcwiPvj‡Ki 
Kv‡Q cvVv‡bv GbweAv‡ii wPwV‡Z ejv 
n‡q‡Q, 2019 mv‡ji Rvwi Kiv cÖÁvcb 
Abyhvqx †Kv‡bv e¨w³ hw` me ai‡bi 
mÂqc‡Î †gvU wewb‡qvM cuvP jvL UvKv 
AwZµg bv K‡ib, Zvn‡j AwR©Z gybvdvi 
Ici Dr‡m K‡ii nvi n‡e 5 kZvsk| 

G Qvov †Kv‡bv e¨w³i †Kv‡bv Avqe‡l© hw` 
ïay †cbkbvi mÂqc‡Î cyÄxf‚Z wewb‡qvM 
cuvP jvL UvKvi g‡a¨ mxgve× _v‡K, Zvn‡j 
IB wewb‡qvM †_‡K AwR©Z gybvdvi Ici 
†Kv‡bv Dr‡m Ki cÖ‡hvR¨ n‡e bv| A_©vr G 
†¶‡Î Dr‡m K‡ii nvi k~b¨ kZvsk _vK‡e|

wPwV‡Z Av‡iv D‡jøL Kiv n‡q‡Q, AvqKi 
AvBb 2023-Gi 105 aviv Abyhvqx, 
†Kv‡bv e¨w³i †Kv‡bv Avqe‡l© me ai‡bi 
mÂqc‡Î wewb‡qv‡Mi †gvU cwigvY cuvP jvL 
UvKv AwZµg Ki‡j AwR©Z gybvdvi Ici 
Dr‡m K‡ii nvi n‡e 10 kZvsk| GbweAvi 
¯úó K‡i Rvwb‡q‡Q, Av‡Mi wbqg Abyhvqx 
cuvP jvL UvKv ch©šÍ †cbkbvi mÂqc‡Îi 
gybvdvi Ici †Kv‡bv Dr‡m Ki KvUv n‡e 
bv r
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS
	 February 2026
The following Fairs & Exhibitions information have been received and collected from different sources abroad. 
Interested member-firms may like to contact them directly without any obligation on the part of DCCI. 

Bakery China 2026
Date: 20 - 23 May 2026
Venue: National Convention & Exhibition Center, Shanghai, 
China
Organizer: Bakery China Exhibitions Co. Ltd.
Contact Person: 
Ms. Christine Jiang
International Sales/Marketing/Media Cooperation
Tel: +86(0)10 8219 1892
Fax: +86(0)10 8219 1779
Mobile: +86 18501358764
E-mail: li.jiang@bakerychina.com

COMPUTEX 2026
Date: 02 - 05 Jun 2026
Venue: Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center (TaiNEX), Taipei, 
Taiwan
Organizer: Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA) 
and Taipei Computer Association (TCA)
Tel: +886-2-2725-5200 (TAITRA) / +886-2-2577-4249 (TCA)
Email: [email protected] / [email protected]
Website: https://www.computextaipei.com.tw/en/index.html

AI World Congress 2026
Date: 23 - 24 Jun 2026
Venue: The Great Hall Kensington Conference and Events 
Centre, London
Phone +442037735519
E-mail: info@aiconference.london
Website: https://aiconference.london/ 

Global Conclave on Plastics Recycling and Sustainability 2026
Date: 02 - 05 Jul 2026
Venue: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, India
Organizer: The All-India Plastics Manufacturers Association
Contact Person: Ms. Uma Gupta 
Tel: +91 98205 80911 
E-MAIL: umagupta7@aipma.net
Website: https://gcprs.org/ 

Aluminium China 2026 
Date: 08 - 10 Jul 2026
Venue: Shanghai New International Expo Centre (SNIEC), 
Shanghai, China
Organizer: RX China
Tel: +86 10 5933 9325 
E-MAIL: aluchina@rxglobal.com
Website: https://www.aluminiumchina.com/en-gb.html

Copper China 2026
Date: 08 - 10 Jul 2026
Venue: Shanghai New International Expo Centre (SNIEC), 
Shanghai, China
Organizer: RX China
Tel: +86-10-5933 9420
E-MAIL: vivienne.feng@rxglobal.com
Website: https://www.copperexpo.com.cn/en-gb.html

Texworld Apparel Sourcing Paris 2026
Date: 31 Aug - 02 Sep 2026
Venue: Paris–Le Bourget Exhibition Centre (Parc des 
Expositions de Paris-Le Bourget)
Organizer: Messe Frankfurt
Contact Person: 
Ms. Victoire Rouvière
Phone +33 (0)6 44 19 38 93
E-mail: victoire.rouviere@france.messefrankfurt.com
Website: https://www.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/en.html

China International (Guangzhou) Fisheries & Seafood Expo 
(FISHEX)
Date: 10 - 12 Sep 2026
Venue: Guangzhou, China
Organizer: Guangzhou Boyi Global Exhibition Co.Ltd.
Phone +86 20-66339113
E-mail: info@gzboyi.com.cn
Website: http://www.chinafishex.com/?lang=en 

Gulfood Manufacturing
Date: 03 - 05 Nov 2026
Venue: Dubai World Trade Centre, Dubai, UAE
Organizer: Dubai World Trade Centre
Phone: +971-4- 3321000
E-mail: support@gulfoodmanufacturing.com
Website: https://gulfoodmanufacturing.com/

China International Import Expo
Date: 05 - 10 Nov 2026
Venue: National Exhibition and Convention Center 
(Shanghai), China
Organizer: China International Import Expo Bureau
Phone +86-021-968888
Website: https://www.ciie.org/zbh/en/

GITEX GLOBAL
Date: 08 - 11 Dec 2026
Venue: Dubai World Trade Centre, Dubai, UAE
Organizer: Dubai World Trade Centre
Phone: +971 (0)4 389 3999
E-mail: gitex@dwtc.com
Website: https://www.gitex.com/

Note:	 Information about trade fairs and events may change. To get more information, please contact the organizers.
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Share Market (As of February 26, 2026)
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Pakistan’s Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Minister Ahsan Iqbal Chaudhary (seventh from right), High Commissioner of 
Pakistan in Bangladesh Imran Haider (sixth from right), Dhaka Chamber President Taskeen Ahmed (seventh from left), members of the 
Board of Directors are seen in the group picture taken after a bilateral meeting held on February 14 at DCCI Gulshan Center.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed (eighth from left), former Presidents and members of the Board of Directors were present at the 
Coordination Meeting of DCCI’s Coordinating Directors, Convenors and Joint Convenors of the 2026 Standing Committees held 
on February 01.
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The 1st meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Law & Order held on 
February 07, where Coordinating 
Director Mohammad Siaam AlDdin 
Malik (fifth from right), Convenor Sk. 
Md. Waliul Islam (fourth from left), 
Joint Convenor Md. Ramzan Ali (fourth 
from right) along with the members of 
the committee were present.

Coordinating Director of the Standing 
Committee on Digital Economy & 
Information Technology of DCCI Syed 
Mamnun Quader (fifth from right), 
Convenor Mir Shahrukh Islam (seventh 
from left), Joint Convenors Waeez R 
Hossain (fourth from right) and Md. 
Saifur Rahman (sixth from left)  and 
members of the committee were 
present during the 1st meeting of the 
committee held on February 07.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed (third 
from left) seen presenting a bouquet 
to the Honourable Minister for Home 
Affairs Salahuddin Ahmed, MP 
(second from right) after a courtesy 
meeting held on February 26. DCCI 
Senior Vice President Razeev H 
Chowdhury (second from left), Vice 
President Md. Salem Sulaiman (right) 
and Secretary General (Acting) Dr. 
AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary (left) are 
also seen in the picture. 
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Coordinating Director Enamul Haque 
Patwary (fifth from right), Convenor 
Md. Neyamat Ullah Mazumder (fifth 
from left), Joint Convenor Md. Mainul 
Hasan Dulon (fourth from left) along 
with the members of Agriculture & Agro 
Based Sectors standing committee 
were present during the 1st meeting of 
the committee held on February 10.

Pictorial DCCI Review February 2026

The 1st meeting of the Standing 
Committee on Customs, VAT, Taxation 
& NBR Related Issues held on February 
17. Convenor MBM Lutful Hadee FCA 
LLM (sixth from left), Joint Convenor 
Md. Abdul Matin, FCMA (fifth from left) 
along with the committee members 
were present during the meeting.

Coordinating Director Nayeemur 
Rahman (seventh from right), 
Convenor Rashad Kabir (eighth from 
right), Joint Convenor Dr. Md. Rezaul 
Hakim (sixth from left) along with 
the members of Industrial & Trade 
Policies standing committee were 
present during the 1st meeting of the 
committee held on February 23.     
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Pictorial

Inauguration of the Newly Renovated DCCI Building
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DCCI BAR-B-QUE Night
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Pictorial

DCCI Iftar at a Glance
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DCCI Iftar at a Glance
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DCCI BAR-B-QUE Night for Media Personnel






